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The Appalachian Cluster 
 
Answers to Frequently Asked Questions 

  
What is the Appalachian Cluster? It is a group of classes in a semester which examines 
modernization in Appalachia from several different points of view: English, sociology, and science. 
Each participant in the cluster takes all the classes so that students and faculty form a unique learning 
community. 
  
Suppose I like the learning community idea but don’t really want to spend a whole semester 
studying Appalachia? You will learn a great deal about Appalachia, but this is not an Appalachian 
Studies curriculum. Our focus is that of general education in liberal arts core classes, teaching basic 
concepts of science, sociology, and English; learning about the Appalachian region is a tool for getting 
there. The region is close at hand and rich in opportunity, so we do site visits to locations we have 
been studying, learning our subject matter partially through original research into areas that have 
been overlooked or misinterpreted. 
  
What classes are involved in the cluster? 
Sociology 101-General Sociology (students who have already gotten credit for Sociology 391 can get 
credit for Sociology 391 instead) 
Environmental Science 110—Introduction to Environmental Issues (a lab science) English 101—
Composition and Research II (students who have already gotten credit for English 101 can get credit 
for English 207 instead). 
  
If you are in the honors program, one of these courses (your choice) will count as HONORS credit. 
  
Will I be able to fit two or three additional classes into my spring schedule? Yes. 
  
How do these classes help me meet graduation requirements? All of these classes meet liberal 

arts core requirements. Together that amounts to 10 hours (SOC 101—3 hours; ENG 101 or 207—3 
hours; ESC 110—4 hours). 
  
Where do we go on field trips? 
Each year participants in the Appalachian Cluster embark upon a three-day field trip to several 
Appalachian communities in far southwestern Virginia, with a brief foray into West Virginia.   This year 
students will visit an exhibition underground coal mine, a Jack Tale brick sculpture, an Appalachian 
arts center, a long-standing volunteer community center, an environmental activist who will show us 
the mountain top removal near her home, and a coal mining town that they have studied.   They will 
also go to a wetlands being restored by an award winning high school environmental team, a retreat 
center that hosts volunteer work groups, an oxbow lake formed from one of the most biologically 
diverse rivers in the U.S, and finally the Museum of the Middle Appalachians where they will see and 
learn about everything from Mastodon bones to Native American Soap Stone Bowls to Civil War era 
artifacts to an industrial era EPA Superfund site. 
  
How can I learn more about the Appalachian Cluster? Talk to your advisor. E-mail Susan Mead 
(smead@ferrum.edu), Carolyn Thomas (cthomas@ferrum.edu), or Tina Hanlon 
(thanlon@ferrum.edu), the Appalachian Cluster professors, and they will answer your questions. 
Whatever way you do it, take the opportunity to find out more about this great learning experience! 
There is nothing else quite like it! 
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Where do YOU want to go?  With Ferrum Outdoors, we GO and DO!  Trips include rock climbing, 
caving, canoeing, sea kayaking, mountain biking, day hikes and overnight backpacking.   On campus 
opportunities include bouldering, slack lining, hiking, mountain biking and disc golf, as well as low and 
high challenge courses for clubs and groups.   
 

New to outdoor adventure?  Programs are geared toward novice and experienced participants alike 
with instruction tailored to your level. All equipment included so come on out and explore our beautiful 
backyard!  You can also check out equipment for personal trips.  Check out our website at 
www.ferrum.edu/student_links/student_leadership_engagement/outdoors . 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

YOUR PICTURE 

HERE! 

http://www.ferrum.edu/student_links/student_leadership_engagement/outdoors
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International Programs 
 

"The world is a great book, of which they who never stir from home read only a page." 
- St. Augustine 

 

PROGRAM IN ENGLAND 
Ferrum College is a member of PCCIS – the Private College Consortium for International Studies. PCCIS, in 
association with International Enrichment, Inc., provides Ferrum students with the opportunity to participate in either 
a fall or spring semester study and internship program, or a summer study and internship program in London, 
England.  The study program is centered at Imperial College, a constituent part of the University of London.  In 
addition, students on the London Program are able to take advantage of several weekend tours and excursions 
designed to introduce them to the famous sights of Europe, as well as numerous opportunities for travel in Britain. 
(15-16 hours of credit).      
 

PROGRAMS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
The Business Education Initiative, under the Training and Employment Agency of Northern Ireland, annually sends 
one to two students to Ferrum College for a full year of study in the area of Business.  In return, educational 
institutions in Northern Ireland offer spaces for a full academic year to undergraduate students from participating 
American colleges and universities.  Ferrum, along with each participating American institution, may nominate up to 
two students.   
In addition, through a special arrangement with the University of Ulster, students or graduates of Ferrum College’s 
Environmental Science program, upon recommendation by Ferrum faculty members, may pursue summer course 
work or graduate degrees in Environmental Science (Master’s and PhD.) at the University of Ulster.   
 

PROGRAM IN PSKOV, RUSSIA 
Ferrum College enjoys a unique relationship with the Pskov Pedagogical Institute in Pskov, Russia.  Based on the 
strong Sister-City Relationship between Pskov (one of Russia’s oldest cities) and Roanoke, Virginia, Ferrum has 
established its own exchange program, which brings a student from Pskov to our campus each semester.  In 
return, Ferrum students enjoy both short and long term internship and study opportunities in Pskov.  Ferrum 
students have participated in a wide variety of experiences in Pskov, ranging from traditional study programs, to 
renovation work on a 14th century Russian Orthodox Convent, to teaching English in Pskov schools, to working in 
area orphanages.  While in Pskov, most students live with Russian families, although several students who have 
enjoyed year-long experiences in Pskov, have elected to have their own apartments. 3-9 credits possible.       
     

PROGRAM IN THE TROPICS 
The Environmental Science Major at Ferrum College offers every other year a three-week intensive programs of 
study in various tropical locations.   These study/travel courses afford students a chance to study tropical and 
marine plants and animals in their natural habitats. Students work closely with Ferrum faculty members and 
are able to pursue individual interests and research. 4 credits. Other ACA students are encouraged to apply for 
this program. 
 
PROGRAM IN SOUTH KOREA 
Through an agreement with Sejong University in Seoul, South Korea, Ferrum College regularly has Sejong 
students studying at Ferrum for periods ranging from one semester to one year.  The two institutions plan to expand 
contact and to pursue faculty and student exchanges and collaborative research and cultural programs in both 
directions. Arrangements will be made to place Ferrum students who elect to study in Korea in classes taught 
completely in English.   
 

OTHER STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES 
Ferrum College offers a number of short- term travel and study abroad opportunities to its students and members of 
the community.  These programs are organized and led by members of the faculty and are designed to provide out-
of-class learning experiences, including service-learning, in a variety of disciplines. In the past, students have 
traveled with faculty members to such places as South America, Europe, Africa, China, Mongolia, Russia, Israel 
and the United Kingdom, for periods of time ranging from ten days to six weeks.  Credit available, hours vary 
according to length of experience and requirements of the program.  In general, participation in these programs by 
students, faculty and staff of other ACA colleges would be most welcome.   
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STUDENTS WHO REQUEST STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES IN AREAS NOT 
COVERED BY FERRUM’S SPECIFIC PROGRAMS WILL BE GUIDED TOWARD PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY 
OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANZATIONS. Such requests in the past have included programs in Canada 
(University of Laval), France (Aix-en-Provence), Spain (University of Grenada) and Latin America. 


