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Student named "Volunteer of the Year," receives $5,000

60-Second 
Interview:

Alyssa Walden
Page 4

Press Release

Ferrum College freshman Ben 
Thacker was awarded a $5,000 
scholarship for his years of volunteer 
service at the Beverly Living Center 
in Charlottesville, Va.  The company 
that owns the Center, Golden Living, 
flew Thacker to their headquarters 
in Arkansas to surprise him during 
a special celebration dinner in his 
honor.  Thacker, who has volun-
teered at the center since he was a 
child, recently received the “2007 
Young Adult Volunteer of the Year” 
Award from the American Health 
Care Association (AHCA) and the 
National Center for Assisted Living.  
   “I don’t think of what I do as 
volunteering. I think of it as a part 
of who I am,” said Thacker in his 
acceptance speech.  “Because of 
my experience, I think that I have a 
better understanding of the impor-
tance of respecting and cherishing 
the lives and wisdom of my elders.” 
    Thacker began volunteering at 
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Panel advocates death penalty
Phylicia Garner

Staff Writer

On Wednesday, Nov. 27, a panel of 
advocates gave their opinions on the 
topic of the death penalty. The two 
speakers were Dr. Michael Trochim, 
history professor, and Cliff Hapgood, 
criminal justice instructor.

Both started their arguments talk-
ing about the history of the death 
penalty. They addressed the ideas of 
why we have the death penalty and 
when should it be enforced.

“Justice has to be executed for 
political society to maintain its integ-
rity and for everyone to feel secure,” 
Trochim says. “In the case of murder, 
one life has to be taken. What goes 
into the other side of the equation to 
make it equal? …What is a human 
life worth? … Without balance, there 
is no justice.”

In the common reading for this 
year, “The Death of Innocents,” 
author Sister Helen Prejean calls 
the process of the death penalty 
“the machinery of death.” Trochim 
says he agrees. He calls the justice 
system an “impersonal process.” He 
says he believes that the decisions 

are not always perfect, but nothing 
is. He says he feels that we should 
all work together as a team so that 
nothing will be one-sided and so the 
best efforts will be made to achieve 
the closet form of justice.

Hapgood began with a lesson in 
old English common law and the 
history of the death penalty. He says 
killing a man in the past was not 
“cruel and unusual punishment, but 
usual punishment.” He says past 
crimes for which the death penalty 
were enforced in Virginia included 
robbery and rape. Eventually, the Su-
preme Court ruled that the only way 
the death penalty could be enforced 
was in the case of a murder. Hap-
good says he believes that the death 
penalty is not exactly a problem, but 
it must be rational. Hapgood says he 
feels that in a case where you have 
a “mad dog,” the death penalty is 
completely appropriate. He agreed 
with Trochim that the death penalty 
issue should be carefully examined 
by those involved in the justice 
system.

pgarner@ferrum.edu

see THACKER page 2

Exam Schedule - Fall Semester 

Exam Date                 Time of Class              Days               Time of Exam 
Wed. Dec. 12             All English 101 Exams                            9:00-11:00
                                 18:45-21:45                 MW                     18:45-20:45

Thurs. Dec. 13          9:30-10:50                  TR                       8:00 - 10:00
                                  12:30-1:50                  TR                       10:30-12:30
                                  10:10-11:05                 MWF                  14:00-16:00
                                  18:45-21:45                TR                       18:45-20:45

Fri. Dec. 14              9:05-10:00                 MWF                      8:00-10:00 
                                 11:15-12:10              MWF                      10:30-12:30
                                    11:00-12:20               TR                      14:30-16:30

Sat. Dec. 15                8:00-9:20                TR                           8:00-10:00
                                     12:20-13:15            MWF                   10:30-12:30
                                     14:00-15:20             TR                       14:00-16:00

  
Mon. Dec. 17             13:25-14:20              MWF                     8:00-10:00
                                     14:30-15:50             MW                     10:30-12:30
                                     8:00-8:55                MWF                   14:00-16:00

Grades are due by NOON, Tuesday, December 18, 2007.

If a student has (3) examinations on the same day, a makeup time may be
scheduled to the mutual agreement of the student and the faculty

member.

Ben Thacker accepts his check for $5,000 with his mother.
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the Cedars just days after he was 
born.  His mother would bring him 
to work and let the residents help 
care for Ben.  Since that time, he 
has volunteered in almost every 
department at the facility.  He has 
painted rooms, raked leaves and 
hung pictures.  His projects have also 
ranged from building parade floats to 
making homemade apple butter.  But 
most importantly, Ben has given one 
of life’s most important commodi-
ties to the residents at the Cedars;: 
his time.  He has spent countless 
hours playing checkers and calling 
out numbers at bingo.  He has even 
arranged for residents to attend his 
baseball games each spring.  “Ben 
is a shower of blessings,” said Ruth 
Estes, a resident at Golden Living 
who wrote a letter of recommenda-
tion on Thacker’s behalf.  “I really 

love him.  He is like a son to me.” 
    Thacker is currently a fresh-
man at Ferrum College. “We are 
thrilled to reward Ben for his years 
of service to our facility, and for 
the positive impact he has made 
on the lives of our residents,” said 
the facility’s Executive Director, 
Scott Overstreet.  “Ben is a true 
role model for people of all ages.” 
    Earlier in the year, Thacker also 
won the “2007 Volunteer of the Year 
Award” from the Virginia Health 
Care Association.  This made him 
eligible for the national award.  
Thacker is the son of Bruce and 
Margaret Thacker of Crozet, Va., and 
he is a 2007 graduate of the Miller 
School.

nfaunce@ferrum.edu

Start your Spring Semester
Avoid the hassle! Act now to get the best class schedule and avoid any delays 

in beginning your Spring Semester classes on

JANUARY 14!

HASSLE FREE!

Reserve Your Place at Ferrum for Spring:
 üRegister For Spring Classes

If you missed the November 12-15 registration dates, please contact your academic advisor to reg-
ister right away!

 üTake Care of your Student Account
Payment is due on December 15 for any portion of your spring bill not covered by financial aid or 
your payment plan. Contact Student Accounts if you have any questions about your account.

 üCheck-In
Please officially check-in online as soon as possible after January 2. Completing this online 
check-in process will lock in your schedule.
(Incomplete financial aid paperwork, an incomplete health form, or an outstanding student account 
balance WILL prevent you from checking-in online until you have taken care of these items).

 üReturn to Campus
Take care of these items and you will be able to return to campus and begin classes on Monday, 
January 14 without delay!

NOTE: There will be no centralized check-in opportunity on Sunday, January 13. Check-In 
must be completed online. If you have an outstanding fall balance, financial aid, or health form 

issues, you must take care of these matters before you check-in.

THACKER from page 1

Submitted by the President's 
Office

  
As students pass by the Found-

ers Room in Stanley Library going 
to and from classes, they  may not 
realize that they, too, are honored, 
along with faculty and staff, on a 
mahogany plaque inside the room.   
The exterior sign beside the door 
to the room pays tribute to “United 
Methodist Women, Because They 
had the Vision,” and  inside, there 
are numerous engraved brass plates  
recognizing donors to  Ferrum 
who provided  funds for the tables 
and chairs in the room in honor 
or memory of  friends and family 
members.    In addition to these, 
President Jennifer Braaten decided 
that the College would similarly 
honor faculty, staff and students 
for some of their  extraordinary 
accomplishments.

The following is a list of the 
plaques.

 Given in Recognition of 
Peggy Barker 

    Assoc. Prof. of Library Science
  For her long dedication to 

United Way 

 Given by Ferrum College in 
Honor of   SIFE 

(Students in Free Enterprise)
  Competition winners for 16+ 

years

American Cancer Society
 “Relay for Life” 

     Given in Honor of the Stu-
dents who organize this annual 

event at Ferrum
    
   

Given by Ferrum College in Cel-
ebration of “50 Years of Ferrum 

Football”  1955-2005

      The Blue Ridge Institute 
& Farm  Museum,   2004 joint 
recipient of  “Preserve America 
Presidential Award for Heritage 

Tourism”

Given in celebration of the 30th 
Anniversary - Ferrum College

 Environmental Science Program

 “Women Artists of Distinction”     
 In honor of the talented artists

    whose original works are dis-
played in Franklin Hall

 

Plaques honor campus mem-
bers and organizations

 Given in Recognition of the
  exemplary role of Professor Cy 
Dillon, director of the Stanley Li-
brary,  in the Appalachian Library 

Association

 Annual “Campus Spirit Day”
    In honor of Ferrum College 
Faculty & Staff  For their com-

mitment to excellence & Student 
Success

 
    In Honor of Dave Newcombe, 
Director, Student Leadership & 
Engagement, and 2007 Virginia 

Pioneer Award Recipient
 Given by Virginia 

 Student Services Conference

Given by Ferrum College in 
honor of the student newspaper 

The Iron Blade 
In Continuous Publication 

Since 1955

Given by Ferrum College in 
Honor of the 25th Anniversary

of the Blue Ridge Dinner 
Theatre

Coffee House held Nov. 29
Phylicia Garner

Staff Writer

The Coffee House was held at the Eddle Vibe in Rocky Mount on Nov. 
29. It was suitable that the last Coffee House for the year be held in an 
environment full of warmth and comfort. The night was full of exhilarating 
amusement and all sorts of entertainment. The audience was entertained by 
a selection of personal poetry and pieces by authors like Langston Hughes. 
The night was topped off by the fusions of rock ’n’ roll and West African 
music played by Toubab Krewe.

pgarner@ferrum.edu
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by Abbie Ardis

If money was no object and space was not an issue, what 
would you buy for Christmas?

Lategra Hairston

I would buy myself a Lexus. 

Andrew Hiller

I would buy the universe.  I could go 
anywhere I want and do anything I 

want.

Amanda Taylor

I would buy a house large enough to 
fit all of my family in, so I would be 
able to see everyone when I wanted.

Derek Johnson

I would buy several mountains so 
I could live there and have a lot of 

places to hunt.

Jaleese Frye

If money and space were not an is-
sue, I would buy the world. Why 

not?

Matt Ramsey

I would share the money and evenly 
distribute it to all of the world.

Lisa Cantrell

I would buy 300 acres of land so my 
dad could go hunting.

Katie Hodkinson

I’d own the world.

Christyn Swinney
I would buy myself a new car, my 
dad his own house, a house for me 
and my fiance, and my mom a beau-

tiful diamond.



  

Editor-in-Chief
News Editor
Features Editor
Photography Editor
Sports Editor
Copy Editor
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 Advisor                                                                                                
   

Staff Writers, Photographers, and Contributors

Phylicia Garner

Letters Policy and Publication Details:

 Address letters to the editor of The Iron Blade through campus mail, or 
e-mail iblade@ferrum.edu; all letters must include names and phone num-
bers and are subject to editing for grammar, space, and potentially libelous 
material.  Names may be withheld in special circumstances, subject to the 
discretion of the editor, but in no case will a letter be printed if the identity 
of the writer is not known to the editor or advisor.
 Opinions expressed in The Iron Blade do not necessarily reflect those of 
Ferrum College administration, staff, faculty, or students.
 The Iron Blade is published every week during the academic year at Ferrum 
College, Ferrum, Va.  It is designed on Apple computers and printed at JS 
Printing in Montgomery, Ala. Material may be reprinted with the advisor’s 
written permission.
 To contact The Iron Blade, call 365-4304 or e-mail iblade@ferrum.edu.

The 50th Anniversary crest on page one was designed by 
Iron Blade alumna Sandy Southard (’04).

     Michael Rich                                   Jordan Farmer                       
                          

Alyssa W. Walden
TO BE NAMED

Amanda Viglietta 
Katie Porter

Brandon Lucas
Kaya Love

Abbie Ardis
Megan Lucks

Dr. Lana Whited
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Editorial
The top 10 things I learned at Ferrum College

Alyssa W. Walden
Editor-in-Chief

I find it hard to believe that 
when this paper comes out, I’ll 
have exactly one week left as a 
student at Ferrum College.

Granted, I’ve only been 
here for two and a half years, it 
seems as if the semesters have 
flown by.  In my short time, I’ve 
learned quite a lot and met some 
interesting characters along the 
way.

So for your viewing pleasure, I 
present to you The Top 10 Things 
I’ve Learned at Ferrum College.

10.  English majors are hard to 
come by.

9.  Over half the people you 
begin Ferrum with will not 
graduate with you.  Second 
semester freshmen year gets ‘em 
all. 

8.  If asked where you go to 
school, you’re undoubtedly going 
to have to go into GPS mode 
explaining Ferrum’s proximity 
to Roanoke.

7.  Almost anything can be 
fixed with an email to the right 
people.

6.  Greek organizations rule 
the school. Whether that is good 

or bad, I won’t say.
5.  College presidents will eat 

dining hall food. 
4.  There’s never enough honey 

mustard or BBQ sauce to please 
everyone.

3.  Students really do matter to 
professors. 

2.  When told to be somewhere 
at a certain time, Ferrum folks 
don’t leave wherever they are 
until that time.

1.  Despite popular belief, it is 
possible to get out of Ferrum in 
less than four years.

Obviously, these thoughts are 
not the only things I’ve learned 

in my undergrad career, but they 
are things I will never forget 
about this place we call home.

As Dave Newcombe is often 
quoted as saying, “We’re not in 
the middle of nowhere.  We’re 
in the middle of somewhere 
beautiful.”

Well Dave, I’ll have to agree 
with you on that one. Ferrum 
may be secluded from a lot of 
things, but I think that only adds 
to the beauty and intrigue of this 
college. 

awalden@ferrum.edu
 

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor, 

“Not Self but Others.” This is 
the widely acclaimed motto of 
Ferrum College. After reading 
an article in this week’s Iron 
Blade, it’s clearly obvious that not 
everyone in the Ferrum College 
community observes this motto.

 Editor- in - Chief Alyssa Walden 
wrote an article about a statement 
that is heard on a daily basis around 
campus, “I pay $28,000 and I’ll do 

what I want.”
   I am one of the many students 

on campus who frequently uses 
this statement. As a matter of 
fact, some of my fellow friends 
(known to most on campus as 
the “BG’s”) and I started this 
movement. This familiar phrase 
was not invented or intended to 
be anything derogatory against 
Ferrum College. Why would 
we degrade the place we have 

chosen to further our education? 
We are community advisors, 
presidents and vice presidents 
of Ferrum College organizations 
and clubs, members of various 
Greek organizations, Dean’s List 
recipients, and members of the 
judicial hearing board. We know 
the rules, regulations, and Ferrum 
College Student Handbook well. 
There is nothing wrong with 
stating the obvious and expressing 
our opinions. It is also our 
Constitutional right.

This statement was originated 
one day while hanging out in front 
of the bookstore. No one else was 
using the rocking chairs in that 
area, so to get some shade, we sat 
down. Fellow students happened 
to be walking by and asked us 
what we were doing; I replied, 
“I pay $28,000 to go here, and I 
will sit wherever there is a chair 
on campus.” Everyone around 
laughed and thought nothing 
more of it. This started what is 
now known as the “28,000 dollar 
movement.”

We use this phrase whenever 
there is a question asked as to 
why we are doing something. 
Take, for example, the following 
exchanges. Question: “Why are 
y’all sitting on the Sale Theater 
steps?” because we pay to go here. 
“Why are y’all sitting under that 
tree?” because we pay $28,000 to 
go here. This phrase just explains 
why we are using all the amenities 
around campus that no one else 
chooses to use. 

I agree with Ms. Walden, that 
this statement shouldn’t be yelled 
out in the library or anywhere 
where students are trying to study 
and/or learn, because they, too, are 
paying to be here. 

But I disagree with Ms. Walden 
when she wrote “you would be 
hard-pressed to find a student who 
pays $28,000 annually.” I came 
to Ferrum College as a transfer 
student. When I arrived over 50 
percent of my tuition was paid 
through grants and work study. As 
I have advanced in my studies and 
years at Ferrum College, I have 
seen the amount of my assistance 
dwindle. I have taken out 
numerous loans and am currently 
working three jobs to pay for my 
college education. My parents 
aren’t able to pay anything, so Ms. 
Walden would lose the bet she 
mentioned. Ms. Walden said to 
consult with the financial office, 
as if that wasn’t the first place we 
would go. Financial Aid doesn’t 
have much money to work with, 
and it is trying to give the influx of 
new students plus upperclassmen 
as much as possible. 

So in the future it would be greatly 
appreciated if you, Ms. Walden, 
would get more information and 
do more research on the topics 
of your editorials. I was greatly 
offended by this article, which 
was far more derogatory than your 
perception of our “28,000 dollar 
movement,” and the fact that you 
spoke about a group of people 
whom you know nothing about, 
including our financial situations, 
financial obligations, and reasons 
for the statements we make. 

Whether it may be through 
loans, work study, grants or 
scholarships, almost $28,000 is 
being paid out to Ferrum College 
for each student, so in my opinion 
I do pay $28,000, and I’ll do what 
I want!” 

Sincerely,
Danyelle Taylor



Features
Page 5 - THE IRON BLADE - December 10, 2007

Monday, December 10
4 p.m.      Seminar of Finance 
                Beckham 202
5 p.m.      Accounting Club       
                Meeting
     Beckham Conference  
                Room
5:30 p.m. Political Science   
                 Meeting
                 Grousbeck
6 p.m.       Sigma Alpha Kappa  
      Alcohol Awareness 
7 p.m.       MCAT/ GRE
      Panther’s Den
8 p.m.      SGA Meeting
      SLEO 

Tuesday, December 11
10  a.m     Hoilday  craft Bazaar
     Panther’s Den

Wednesday, Decmber 12
Reading Day 
11 am     Criminal Justice Poster 
               Presentations 

Thursday, Decmber 13
Exams

Friday, Decmber 14
Exams 

Saturday, Decmber 15
Exams

Monday, December 17
Exams 

60-Second interview with Alyssa W. Walden
Amanda Viglietta

Features Editor

How do you feel about graduat-
ing? 
I never thought it would come, and 
it’s relieving to know it did.

What will you miss?
That small town feeling and envi-
ronment.

What’s your favorite memory 
from the Iron Blade?
Nights here in the offi e when we 
were here so late and everyone start-
ed acting completely ridiculous.

What have you been involved in 
at Ferrum?
Dance Team captain, Iron Blade Ed-
itor-in-Chief, O-Team Leader, grad-
uation marshal, dean’s list, dean’s 
list dinner speaker, Alpha Chi, Hon-
ors Program

Where do you go from here?
I plan on going to graduate school 
starting next summer or fall  at VCU, 

Students Activities
Calendar

H
A
P
P
Y

H
O
L
I
D
A
Y
S

the University of Maryland, Colum-
bia, or West Virginia University.

Goals for the Future?
I want to be housewife, but if that 
doesn’t work out, I’ll settle for a 
position as a managing editor of a 
large newspaper.  Please note the 
sarcasm.

Who has had the most infl uence 
on you?
Dr. Whited because she’s the most 
intelligent person I’ve ever met.
She knows a little bit about almost 
everything.  She has really helped 
me explore the world of journalism 
and given me much-needed guid-
ance.

What piece of advice would you 
give to the following people?
A senior like yourself?
To-do lists are mandatory
Future Iron Blade Members?
Be willing to take risks and give it 
your best shot.  Be open minded and
expect the unexpected.

aviglietta@ferrum.edu
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      This Day in History
        December 11

Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

Events 
1816: Indiana becomes the 19th  

    U.S State 
1917: British troops take
          Jerusalem from the troops     

   of the Ottoman Empire 
1971: The Libertarian Party of  

  the United States is formed 
1972: Apollo 17 becomes the  

 sixth mission to land on the       
 moon 

Births 
1475: Pope Leo X 
1725: George Mason, American  

   statesman 
1761: Gian Domenico   

           Romagnosi, Italian physicist 
1810: Alfred de Musset, French  

    poet 
1838: John Labatt, Irish   

    Canadian brewer 
1880: Frank Tarrant, Australian  

   cricketer 
1905: Gilbert Roland, American  

    actor 
1910: Noel Rosa, Brazilian  

 songwriter 

1935: Ron Carey, American  
   actor 

Deaths 
384: Pope Damasus I
1282: Michael VIII Palaiologos,  

 Greek Byzantine emperor 
1737: John Strype, English  

   historian 
1840: Emperor Kokaku of Japan 
1964: Sam Cooke, American  

 singer 
1983: Sir Neil Ritchie, British  

 general 
1996: Willie Rushton, English  

 cartoonist 

Holiday and   
Observances 

Argentina- Tango Day, Buenos  
 Aries 

USA- Admission Day for   
 Indiana 

USA- Governor Ralph Carr  
 Day, Colorado’s State   
 Holiday since 2002 

Wales-Remembrance Day for  
 Lylwelyn II 

Battling it out for the top spot:
Two views on the best and the worst of 2007

Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

  Best 
 
10. “Harry Potter and the Order 

of the Phoenix”: 3: The 3rd best 
Potter fi lm.

9. “Spider-Man 3”: 3.5: Director 
Sam Raimi throws in the kitchen 
sink for good measure.

8. “Children of Men”: 3.5: The 
most haunting vision of the future.

7. “Transformers”: 3.5: The most 
fun that I have ever had in my life .

6. “3:10 to Yuma”: 3.5: It’s the 
reason why we love westerns so 
much.

5. “300”: 3.5: Leaves all previous 
ancient historical epics in the dust.

4. “Zodiac”: 3.5:  Director David 
Fincher does his best work since 
“Seven.”

3. “No Country for Old Men”: 
3.5: A new American crime classic.

2. “Breach”: 4: Quite possibly the 
best spy movie ever made.

1. “Into the Wild”: 4: A journey 
worth taking.

Honorable Mentions: “Saw IV,” 
“Rescue Dawn,” “1408,” “Grind-
house,” and “Hot Fuzz.”

  Worst 

10. “Skinwalkers”: 1.5: The best 
After Dark Film. If only that were 
a higher compliment. 

9. “Beowulf”: 1.5: Filming it in 
3-D is the least of its problems. 

8. “Primeval”: 1: All of sudden, 
“Lake Placid” looks like an Oscar 
snub.

7. “The Darjeeling Limited”: 1: 
The plot is non-existent.

6. “The Hitcher”: 1: Another un-
necessary horror remake.  

5. “Norbit”: 1: Eddie Murphy re-
cycles the same old unfunny shtick.

4. “Wild Hogs”: ½ Star: Makes 
you want see “Easy Rider.”

3. “Bug”: ½ Star: Better off as a 
stage play than an actual fi lm.

2. “The Hills Have Eyes 2”: Zero 
Stars: Vile and disgusting. 

1. “Hostel II”: Zero Stars: De-
stroys the last credible evidence of 
the horror genre.

Dishonorable Mentions: “Hit-
man,” “Black Snake Moan,” “Epic 
Movie,” “30 Days of Night,” and 
“Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver 
Surfer.”

   mrich@ferrum.edu

Jordan Farmer
Staff Writter

1.Todd Haynes’ “I’m Not There”: 
Todd Haynes (director of the great “Far 
From Heaven”) is steadily becoming 
the most electrifying visionary of 
the decade. With “I’m Not There,” 
a spirited and tricky retelling of the 
life and times of Bob Dylan, Haynes 
takes his talent to new heights. While 
six different actors portray six (or 
seven) different people who closely 
resemble the legend, Cate Blanchett 
achieves the best acting in the fi lm, of 
the year, and her career. The beauty of 
Dylan’s music, to me, was its ability 
to exist in two dimensions (as poetry 
and protest); the beauty of Haynes’ 
fi lm is that, for the fi rst time, we are 
introduced to the third. 

2.Sidney Lumet’s “Before the Devil 
Knows You’re Dead”: A modern-
day Greek tragedy that plays like a 
fi lm noir. Sidney Lumet (“Dog Day 
Afternoon,” “The Network,” “The 
Verdict”) is now 83 years old and not 
since Robert Altman’s “Gosford Park” 
has any director well into his golden 
years made such an exhilarating and 
dynamic fi lm. 

3.Andrew Dominik’s “The 
Assassination of Jesse James by 
the Coward Robert Ford”: A visual 
miracle. Each frame is a display of 
symmetrical, lyrical, luminous, and 
sequential precision. It seems that 
after only two fi lms, New Zealand 
fi lmmaker Andrew Dominik has 
become a master of his craft. 

4.Tony Gilroy’s “Michael Clayton”: 
Like the exceptional thrillers 
preceding it, “Michael Clayton” seeps 
into your central nervous system and 
refuses to loosen its grasp. 

5.Charles Ferguson’s “No End in 
Sight”: For once, a clear-sighted and 
straightforward explanation as to how 
and why the Iraq war was bunked. 

A documentary of monumental 
importance.

6.John Carney’s “Once”: It’s a 
small indie gem that will never fi nd 
the audience it deserves. This Irish 
musical may sound cheeky, but it 
truly captures all the joy, pain, and 
satisfaction involved with making 
music.

7.David Fincher’s “Zodiac”: A 
maddeningly elusive crime epic. The 
hunt for one of America’s most brazen 
and bizarre serial killers (whose 
identity is unknown), morphs into an 
infectious fever-dream through David 
Fincher’s perfectionist style. 

8.Jason Reitman’s “Juno”: The 
year’s best comedy came down 
to three pictures: “Knocked Up,” 
“Superbad,” and, of course, “Juno.” 
“Knocked Up” had that ingenious 
stoner wit. “Superbad” had hilariously 
over-blown gross-out gags. “Juno” 
combined all of these elements, with 
a huge helping of humanity, and 
managed to be a true crowd-pleaser.

9.Paul Haggis’ “In the Valley of 
Elah”: Much like last year’s “United 
93,” “In the Valley of Elah” contains 
a cultural relevance and immediacy 
that should not be ignored. It provides 
not only a deeply disturbing and 
revelatory vision, but also a cathartic 
experience.

10.Joe Wright’s “Atonement”: 
Based on Ian McEwan’s novel of 
the same name, “Atonement” has a 
singular haunting beauty and a mood 
that will stay with you for days. Keira 
Knightley and James McAvoy show 
real chemistry as the two leads. 

Honorable Mentions: “No Country 
for Old Men,” “Ratatouille,” “Black 
Book,” “Paris, Je T’aime,” “Lars 
and the Real Girl,” and lastly, 
“Transformers,” for being the most 
shamelessly entertaining movie of 
the year.

        jfarmer@ferrum.edu
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Panther Men Defeat Randolph 60-51
the first half.  In the second half, he 
went 6-8 for 14 points, including 1-
2 from behind the arc and 1-6 from 
the line.

 Ferrum led 22-21 at halftime but 
opened the second half with a 14-
2 run, taking its biggest lead of the 
game on a layup by Wade to go up 
36-23 with 16:41 left to play.  Ran-
dolph answered with a 22-13 run 
to take a 45-43 lead with 7:40 left.  

Ferrum responded with a 16-4 run 
to take a 59-49 lead with just under 
a minute left to play.

 Sophomore Keith Crump had 
12 points for the Panthers, while 
senior Jon Godsey had 10 rebounds 
to go with eight points.

Randolph (1-1) was led by Jim-
my Greene’s 10 points and 12 re-
bounds.  Brandon Harris also had 10 
points for the Wildcats.  Randolph 

out-rebounded Ferrum 39-37.
 Ferrum (2-0)  returns to action 

Tuesday, Nov. 20, when they visit 
Piedmont College in Demorest, 
Georgia.  The non-conference game 
tips off at 5 p.m.

gholden@ferrum.edu

Press Release

FERRUM, Va. -- Sophomore 
Jerrell Wade scored 14 of his game-
high 16 points in the second half, 
helping Ferrum College to a 60-51 
non-conference men’s basketball 
win over Randolph College this af-
ternoon at home.

Wade went 1-5 from the floor in 

 
Press Release

FERRUM, Va. -- Freshman RB  
Mike Vann (Woodbridge, Va./Po-
tomac) has been named the 2007 
USA South Athletic Conference 
Football Offensive Rookie of the 
Year.

Vann was one of three Ferrum 
players named to the league’s All-
Conference first team.  Joining him 
are FB  Matt Lucas (Leesburg, Va./
Heritage) and DL  Shaun Green 
(Paisley, Fla./Umatilla).

 Vann rushed for 730 yards and 
nine TDs on 77 carries, averaging 
9.5 yards per carry.  He also had 
280 yards and two TDs on 14 recep-
tions, averaging 14 yards per catch.  
Vann also had 424 yards and a TD 
on 14 kickoff returns.  Vann had 
1434 yards and 12 TDs this season 
as a freshman.

Lucas rushed for 424 yards and 
three TDs on 109 carries.  Green 
had 47.5 tackles, including 12 tack-
les for loss and eight sacks.

 Vann made the All-Conference 
second team as a return special-
ist.  Joining him were LB  Maureik 
Goode (Powhatan, Va./Powhatan), 
DB  Zach Brown (Tifton, Ga./Tif-
ton County), and OL  Joe Caul 
(Covington, Va./Covington).

 Earning honorable mention were 
LB  Jared Jordan (Roanoke, Va./
Northside), DL  Zack Leonard (Ro-
anoke, Va./Patrick Henry), P  T.J. 
Grzesikowski (Seminole, Fla./Sem-
inole), DB  Randy Jones (Thomas-
ville, Ga./Thomas County Central) 
and DB  Brandon Jackson (Sterling, 
Va./Potomac Falls).   Goode was 
also named to the 2007 USA South 
All-Sportsmanship Team.

 Ferrum closed out the 2007 sea-
son at 5-5 overall this year under 
14th-year Head Coach Dave Davis.  
The Panthers’ 4-3 league placed 
them tied for third in the league’s 
standings.

gholden@ferrum.edu

Vann Named 
Rookie of the 

YearNatalie Dicou
 Daily Utah Chronicle (U. Utah)

 11/30/2007

 (U-WIRE) SALT LAKE CITY 
-- Our bodies are equipped with a 
biological perk that helps us get 
through this crazy life without liv-
ing in constant fear -- we forget 
pain.

 Some folks believe that this is 
why women choose to give birth 
to multiple children. Apparently, 
memories of fractured tailbones and 
episiotomies slip women’s minds 
when they start feeling the urge to 
add another rugrat to the fold. So 
they keep having kids, one after 
another. Each time they scream in 
pain, but it is all forgotten when the 

Selective amnesia is the only way to 
deal with the pain of being a sports fan

nurse presents the mother with a 
tiny bundle.

 Emotional pain is also forgotten. 
Case in point: I don’t ever remem-
ber being so thoroughly crushed by 
a Utah loss as I was last Saturday. 
I’m sure I was heartbroken follow-
ing other Utah-BYU showdowns 
that ended with BYU fans rushing 
the field, and I’m sure I was just as 
devastated about last year’s game-
ending debacle. 

But over the ensuing months, I’d 
forgotten the magnitude of the gut-
wrenching woe associated with a 
Cougar victory.

 On Saturday, I was cruelly re-
minded of what it feels like to have 
your hated rival beaten -- only to 
choke and throw it all away.

 As the Cougars converted a 
fourth-and-18 in the waning min-
utes of the game, I felt a rush of ab-
ject horror fill my body.

 Not again. It’s all BYU’s fault. 
Then I realized: No, it’s all my fault. 
Once again, I had allowed myself 
to become emotionally attached -
- something I had vowed not to do 
following last year’s 33-31 loss.

 More than simply having a 
healthy interest in the state’s most 
famous annual barnburner, my life 
revolved around the rivalry for 
about a month. 

In addition to our regular duties, 
The Daily Utah Chronicle produced 
a 36-page rivalry guide. We became 
completely immersed in the whole 
Red vs. Blue phenomenon, and by 
the time Nov. 24 rolled around, I 
found myself in a bit of a frenzy.

 Then I watched the Utah football 
team’s season come crashing down 
as Brian Johnson’s “Hail Mary” fell 
fruitlessly into the fray. Game over.

 Pain.
 For a day or two, colors weren’t 

as bright. Food didn’t taste as 
good.

 Suddenly I found myself work-
ing through the Kübler-Ross grief 
cycle. First there was denial. There 
has to be a flag on that final play! 
Where was the flag?

 My denial soon festered and be-
came anger. I’m never going to Pro-
vo again. I hate that stupid town.

 “Bargaining” was out -- you 
can’t argue with a scoreboard.

 Then there was plain old depres-
sion -- the blues. 

How could this happen to us 
again? It’s not fair.Those of you 
who are concerned for my mental 
well-being -- mom, dad, are you 
out there? -- I’m happy to report, 
the depression has melted into ac-
ceptance.

 Acceptance is a nice place. It’s 
a “We’ll get ‘em next year” kind of 
a place.

 To avoid such heartache in the 
future, I’m thinking a little emotion-
al detachment might be in order. 
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Press Release

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. -- Ferrum College dropped a pair of 
women’s basketball games this weekend at Methodist University’s 
Innkeeper/Cross Creek Turkey Shootout.  The Panthers fell 77-72 
Nov. 24 to Otterbein College, then fell 82-69 on Nov. 25 to Pied-
mont College.  Both were non-conference contests.

Freshman Kierra Parker was named to the All-Tournament 
Team.  She had 14 points and four assists against Otterbein, then 
had 12 points and four assists in the loss to Piedmont.

Ferrum (0-5) was set to play one more game prior to the holiday 
break, Dec. 4 at Emory & Henry College.  Tip-off for the non-con-
ference contest was set for 7 p.m.

gholden@ferrum.edu

Panther women drop two 
at Thanksgiving Tourney

 Patrick Sullivan
 The Lantern (Ohio State U.)

 12/03/2007

 (U-WIRE) COLUMBUS, 
Ohio -- As if college football 
wasn’t already controversial 
enough, a new set of findings 
by an Ohio State faculty mem-
ber just made things a lot more 
hectic.

 Trevon Logan, an assistant 
professor of economics, recent-
ly released a study charting the 
polling patterns of Associated 
Press voters throughout a span 
of 25 years.

 What he found might surprise 
fans. Logan concluded that, his-
torically, losing late in the sea-
son did not hurt a team, and that 
strength of schedule and margin 
of victory have not mattered in 
past polls.

 Logan said his studies show 
that the penalty for losing late in 
the season has been less severe 
than losing early.

 “You have less ground to 
make up if you lose late,” he 
said.

 He also referenced other 
teams who lost late in the season, 
such as Oregon and Boston Col-
lege. Logan said they were not 

Ohio State study fins losing late matters little to college football voters
penalized as severely as teams 
who lost early, such as USC.

 Logan said looking just at 
individual seasons can be mis-
leading, so he studied 25 years 
of football, which included more 
than 6,000 games.

For his study, Logan used the 
help of 10 undergraduate re-
search students from March 2005 
through December 2006.

 “It was a good opportunity 
for students I was working with 
to gain good experience and to 
gain answers to questions that 
people would not normally think 
was economics,” he said.

 Logan said he didn’t know 
what to expect coming into the 
study, but his main goal was 
finding something that would 
improve peoples’ understand-
ing of how the ranking system 
works. His findings about losing 
late in the season have generated 
considerable attention, especial-
ly because they contradict what 
many fans believe to be true.

 “No one seems to take no-
tice that strength of schedule and 
margin of victory don’t matter. I 
think those are the most interest-
ing,” Logan said.

 The study found that beat-
ing a strong opponent offers no 

benefit to the winning team in the 
weekly rankings. It also found 
that big victories neither help nor 
hurt teams.

 As for changing the system, 
Logan was slow to criticize the 
BCS. He said he thinks adding a 
playoff system would only cause 
more controversy because more 
teams would be upset about not 

making the playoffs.

“If all four polls don’t agree, it 
has a big effect on who is going 
to play for the national title. A 
team could put themselves in the 
playoffs or not put themselves in 
the playoffs based on when they 
lose,” he said.


