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   On Thursday, Feb. 14, a one- 
woman play will be presented for the 
Black History Month National Col-
lege Tour.  The presentation will be 
about the life of Harriet Tubman.
   Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, 
was an African American abolitionist 
during the Civil War.  Tubman made 
many missions to liberate slaves us-
ing the Underground Railroad after 
escaping imprisonment.  Known as 
“the Moses of her people,” Tubman 
eventually became a spy for the 
Union forces in South Carolina dur-
ing the civil war. 
   Flying Geese Productions, a 
company built to promote literacy 
through theatrical presentations 
and workshops, is sponsoring this 
educational entertainment for the 

Chazley Logan
Staff writer

 Career Fair 2008 will be held at 
the Salem Civic Center in Salem, 
Va., on Tuesday, February 12, 2008. 
The event begins at 1 p.m. and last 
until 5:00 p.m. The Career Fair gives 
students an opportunity to interview 
with representatives from a wide 
variety of industries. Fifty-seven or-
ganizations are expected to be there. 
A few of the organizations that will 
be there are Ameriprise Financial, 
BB&T Bank, Centra Health, CGI 
(IT Consulting), FedX, a variety of 
city police offi ces, Sears corporation, 
a variety of city newspapers, US 
Army Audit Agency, WSET (News 
Station) and Wells Fargo. Career fair 
also allows students to give their-
resumes to different industries and 
learn about great job and internship 
opportunities in their fi elds.

 If you miss Career Fair, there is 
another chance to learn about in-
dustries in our region. Career Focus 
Dinners begin on February 20 and 
end on April 16. This is a program 
sponsored by the Workforce Educa-
tion Advocacy Group of the Roanoke 
Regional Chamber of Commerce .  
The program is designed to bridge 
the gap between education and busi-
ness. This program is for students at 
Ferrum College, Hollins University, 
Radford University, Roanoke Col-
lege and Virginia Western Commu-
nity College. During each session, 
students will be able to contact area 
businesses, learn about skills that 
employers value, and enjoy a dinner 
and tour sponsored by businesses. 
The cost is free, and all sessions run 
from 4 to 7 pm. For more informa-
tion, contact the Ferrum College’s 
Career Services Offi ce.

clogan@ferrum.edu

Career Premiere Internship 
and Employment Fair

Set for Feb. 12 in Salem

“The Resurrection of Harriet Tubman”: 
One-Woman Show to be Performed in Panther's Den

college.  According to the production 
company's web site, "Flying Geese 
Productions premier presentation 
allows students to experience Har-
riet Tubman’s journey as a runaway 
slave freeing others through the 
Underground Railroad."  
   Melissa Waddy-Thibodeaux plays 
the role of Tubman.
   The presentation of Tubman’s life 
will be held from 8 to 10 p.m. in the 
Panther’s Den.  For more informa-
tion about Flying Geese Productions 
and the Harriet Tubman Presenta-
tion, please visit the web site at www.
afl yinggeese.com.  
   Flying Geese Productions normal-
ly targets children and young people 
in grades K-12; thus, performances 
are appropriate for children.

kporter@ferrum.edu

Melissa Waddy-Thibodeaux, as Harriet Tubman, accepts an award 
at the NAACP Image Awards.

Photo courtesy of Flying Geese Productions

Winter Wonderland 
Shuts Down Campus

Class were cancelled Friday, February 1, due to an ice storm and power 
outage.  Most trees on the main campus were coated in a layer of ice, 
and some lost branches.  Power was out on the campus for about fi ve 
hours, and a crew worked behind Britt Hall for much of the day to 
restore electrical service to the campus.
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by Adrian Aramayo

In observance of Valentine’s Day, the Iron Blade asks,
When and where was your first kiss?

You peng Fu

Senior in high school.  She is my 
first girlfriend, and I kissed her in 

her house.

Cameron Piper

When I was born, from my mom.  

Evan Tucker

My first kiss was on the schoolbus; I 
was in the third grade.

Charles Staniszewski

7th grade, at a party.

Kelly Rae Ingram

My first kiss was with my fiance at 
my home.  

Hanna Martin

It was on a beautiful spring after-
noon at my neighborhood beach, 

Grandview.

Kyle Corrigan

It was whilst working at a potato farm 
in Ireland.  She was my childhood 
sweetheart, a dream come true.  It was 

a long, long time ago.  The end.

James Long

My mother, kindergarten, elemen-
tary school in Texax.

Payton Yeatts

On a front porch swing with garage 
lights blinding me.
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You have probably seen this 
well-known and passionate person 
on campus and in your classes, es-
pecially if you are interested in ex-
panding your knowledge through 
taking foreign languages. Perhaps 
you also have noticed the results of 
her work in bringing diversity  to 
campus through attracting interna-
tional students to join Ferrum Col-
lege. 

Sasha Saari is associate profes-
sor of Russian and the director of 
International Programs at Ferrum 
College. She took over the job as 
the director of International Pro-
grams in 1998. When asked about 
how she became interested in such 
a job, she replied, “ I was 15 years 
old when I signed up for a Russian 
class in my high school, and from 
that moment became addicted to 
learning more about other cultures, 
countries and people. I guess that is 
the proof of how a teacher can re-
ally influence the life of a student: 
my first teacher of Russian not only 
set me on the path, but has been a 
life-long friend.” 

Before teaching in the United 
States, Saari served for two years 
as a United States Peace Corps Vol-
unteer in Kenya, East Africa, where 
she taught English, drama, East Af-
rican history, and religion. Prior to 
her Peace Corps service, she worked 
for the United States government, 
serving two tours of duty in the for-
mer Soviet Union and working at 
the Russian Branch of the Voice of 
America in Washington, D.C. She 
later participated in a Teacher Ex-
change between the United States 
and the U.S.S.R., and more recent-
ly has been very involved in a stu-
dent exchange program she helped 

establish between Ferrum College 
and the Pskov Pedagogical Institute, 
in Pskov, Russia. 

Saari says what she enjoys most 
about her job is “working with all 
of the international students –they 
are just great - and they enrich the 
college as a whole and me person-
ally. I’d have to say that one of the 
biggest triumphs of the Office of 
International Programs was when 
Ferrum College agreed to sponsor 
a scholarship for a young woman 
from Afghanistan, and we were 
able, after many, many difficulties, 
to bring Mina Ayob to Ferrum. This 
was truly a joint effort: the college 
provided the scholarship, a generous 
member of our Board of Trustees 
provided the air ticket, and the col-
lege’s Russian Club provided finan-
cial assistance for visa fees and time 
in Dubai, where Mina had to travel 
to get her visa. Ferrum was the first 
college in Virginia, and I have been 
told, in the South, to make such a 
commitment and effort.”

Saari believes that being both a 

teacher and the director of Inter-
national Programs is a challenge 
with much joy. She adds that it is a 
privilege to work with international 
students and Russian Language stu-
dents.  One of Saari’s priorities is 
being aware of all activities inter-
national students are involved in, 
both in and outside the classroom. 
She wants these students not only 
to succeed academically, but to be 
enriched by studying and living in 
a culture different from their own, 
just as she did in the past.

Saari also loves animals. Her 
family has an English bulldog, a 
dachshund and five cats. Years ago, 
she brought her first dog, a German 
shepherd, home with her from Af-
rica, and she lost her beloved black 
Labrador two summers ago when 
he was 16 years old. When asked 
what else occupies her free time, 
Saari added, “I love old houses, art, 
antiques, gardening, and reading 
detective novels.” 

khabibi@ferrum.edu
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Ferrum Folks:  Sasha Saari

compiled by Clara Harlowe

Monday, Feb. 11
10 a.m.      Cupid Grams
Franklin Atrium

3 p.m.- 5 p.m. Art Exhibit 
Greer Gallery, Stanley Library
Continues through Feb. 13

7 p.m.      Monday Night Praise
Vaughn Chapel

Tuesday, Feb. 12
10 a.m.     Cupid Grams
Franklin Atrium

Wednesday, Feb 13
10 a.m.     Cupid Grams
Franklin Atrium 

10 a.m.     Community Partner 
Gathering
Panther’s Den

7 p.m.     SGA Senate Meeting
Grousbeck 101

7:30 p.m.     Refugee Program
Panther’s Den

Thursday, Feb. 14
3:30 p.m.     Student Teacher 
Seminars
Beckham 103

8 p.m.     National Tour Show:  
“The Resurrection of 
Harriet Tubman” and Military 
Women Exhibit
Panther’s Den

Saturday, Feb. 16
1 p.m.     Gospel Explosion
Vaughn Chapel

6 p.m.     AA Meeting
Light House

Monday, Feb. 18
7 p.m. Monday Night Praise
Vaughn Chapel
8 p.m.     Date Auction
Panther’s Den
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The 50th Anniversary crest on page one was designed by 
Iron Blade alumna Sandy Southard (’04).

S T A F F



Page 4 - THE IRON BLADE -February 11, 2008

Movie reviews

Does “Bucket” Make the “List”?

Academy Award Predictions:  And the Oscar Goes to . . .
Who will win?  Who should win? Who has no chance?

Michael Rich
Staff Writer

   Rob Reiner is one of those 
directors whose work everybody 
loves. His best work consisted 
of “This is Spinal Tap” and “The 
Princess Bride.” Lately, though, 
Reiner seems off his game.  his 
reputation has been suffering 
since “When Harry Met Sally,” 
which was his last good film.   
“The Bucket List” is one of those 
films Reiner seems destined to 
make.  Edward Cole (Jack Nichol-
son) and Carter Chambers (Morgan 
Freeman) are two terminally ill pa-
tients stuck in a hospital. Edwards 

is wealthy businessman and CEO 
who is frequently visited by his aide 
(Sean Hayes). Carter is visited by 
his wife of 47 years, Virginia (Bev-
erly Todd).  The two men share a 
room  and both find out they have 
roughly six months to a year left to 
live. They realize they aren’t go-
ing to sit around and wait for death. 
They draw up a “bucket list” of 
things they want to do before they 
die. Edward’s wealth and Carter’s 
dreams make it all possible. Their 
series of adventures include see-
ing the Taj Mahal, the pyramids of 
Egypt,and also the Great Wall of 
China. Mostly, though, this movie 
is about the personal  journeys that 

the men take.
  It’s not very often that you see 
a comedy about people  who are dy-
ing. Nicholson is always Nicholson 
and rewrite the rest of the sentence 
from here on leans far from which 
is good for. Freeman is just as good 
in this film, being that wise old per-
son. If a viewer is getting tired of 
Freeman doing the same role over 
and over, then this movie isn’t for 
you. Both of these two men go in 
search of their own true happiness. 
Sean Hayes, whom we last saw on 
“Will & Grace,” gives a surprising-
ly restrained performance and goes 
out of turn, even when Nicholson 
insults in one way or the other.

Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

Best Picture 
No Country for Old Men: Will Win 
Juno: Should Win 
There Will Be Blood: Dark Horse 
Atonement: Spoiler 
Michael Clayton: No Chance 

Director 
Joel and Ethan Cohen: No Country 
for Old Men: Will Win 
Jason Reitman: Juno: Should Win 
Paul Thomas Anderson: There Will 
Be Blood: Dark Horse 
Julian Schabel: The Divine Bell 
and the Butterfly: Spoiler 
Tony Gilroy: Michael Clayton: No 
Chance 

Best Actor 
Johnny Depp: Sweeny Todd, The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street: Will 
Win 
Daniel Day-Lewis: There Will Be 
Blood: Should Win 
George Clooney: Michael Clayton: 
Dark Horse 
Tommy Lee Jones: In the Valley of 
Elah: Spoiler 
Viggo Mortensen: Eastern Prom-
ises: No Chance 

Best Actress 
Julie Christie: Away from Her: 
Will Win 
Ellen Page: Juno: Should Win 
Laura Linney: The Savages: Dark 
Horse 
Marion Cotillard: La Vie En Rose: 
Spoiler 
Cate Blanchett: Elizabeth: The 
Golden Age: No Chance 

Best Supporting Actor 
Javier Bardem: No Country for Old 
Men: Will Win 
Hal Holbrook: Into the Wild: 
Should Win 
Tom Wilkinson: Michael Clayton: 
Dark Horse 
Casey Affleck: The Assassination 
of Jesse James by the Coward Rob-
ert Ford: Spoiler 
Phillip Seymour Hoffman: Charlie 
Wilson’s War: No Chance 

Best Supporting Actress
Cate Blanchett: I’m Not There: 
Will Win 
Tilda Swinton: Michael Clayton: 
Should Win 
Amy Ryan: Gone Baby Gone: 
Dark Horse 
Saoirse Ronan: Atonement: Spoiler 
Ruby Dee: American Gangster: No 
Chance 

Best Adapted Screenplay 
Joel and Ethan Cohen: No Country 
for Old Men: Will Win 
Paul Thomas Anderson: There Will 
Be Blood: Should Win 
Sarah Polley: Away from Her: 
Dark Horse 
Christopher Hampton: Atonement: 
Spoiler 
Ronald Harwood: The Divine Bell 
and the Butterfly: No Chance 

Best Original Screenplay 
Diablo Cody: Juno: Will Win 
Brad Bird: Ratatouille: Should Win 
Tony Gilroy: Michael Clayton: 
Dark Horse 
Tamara Jenkins: The Savages: 
Spoiler 
Nancy Oliver: Lars and the Real 
Girl: No Chance

Best Animated Feature 
Ratatouille: Will and Should Win 
Persepolis: Dark Horse
Surf’s Up: No Chance 

Best Documentary Feature 
No End in Sight: Will Win 
Sicko: Should Win 
Taxi to the Dark Side: Dark Horse 
War/Dance: Spoiler 

Operation Homecoming: Writ-
ing the Wartime Experience: No 
Chance 

mrich@ferrum.edu

Next week:  Jordan Farmer’s  
Academy Award predictions.

 This movie asks a viewer to 
think about whether  we would like 
to know the dates of  our own  deaths. 
Personally, considering that I enjoy 
life to the fullest, then I wouldn’t 
want to know. If someone has had 
a bad life or is suffering from some 
sort of cancer, then maybe that per-
son would have a different answer.

 Grade:  B
mrich@ferrum.edu


