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 For many college students, getting 
up early on a Saturday morning is 
quite a challenge. After a long night 
at Trollville, the very idea might 
bring strange looks, or even full-
blown laughter. But getting up for 
three hours of non-stop karate train-
ing? For most, that’s unthinkable.
 For members of the campus Tra-
ditional Karate Club, the unthink-
able became a reality on February 9. 
Ferrum seniors John Burton and Der-
ek Sewell met club instructors David 
Campbell and Randy Simpson, El-
lyn, Graham, and Nathan Byrd and 
community member Rachel Terrell 
at Aoyama dojo for the observance 
known as Kagami Biraki. 
 “I’m missing the café’s waffles for 

this, but it’s worth it,” said Burton, 
still yawning. 
 For admission, members were 
required to bring canned food dona-
tions for the Heavenly Manna food 
bank. As the grocery bags piled up, 
students stretched and warmed up 
with some good-natured sparring. 
Despite the playful atmosphere, all 
were preparing for the serious en-
deavor at hand.
 Kagami Biraki is a Japanese cus-
tom that began in the mid 1600’s dur-
ing the rule of the fourth Tokugawa 
Shogun. During the Chinese New 
Year, fresh "sake" and "mochi" (rice 
cakes) are offered at family shrines. 
The term literally means “mirror 
opening,” a cultural reference that 
has come to have philosophical un-
dertones. In a traditional martial arts 
dojo, the celebration is an opportu-

nity to rededicate oneself to practice 
of the art through special training.
 At 9 a.m. sharp, David Campbell 
"sensei" gave the command and the 
group began the first of what would 
be 108 repetitions of a karate "kata" 
(physical routine). In between these 
sets, students traded vigorous blows 
on hitting pads and dropped to the 
floor for push-ups and sit-ups. Then 
everyone was back up for yet another 
round of kata. 
 The number 108 has a crucial role 
in the observance. Certain branches 
of Buddhist thought teach that there 
are as many defilements of the hu-
man spirit. By performing activities 
108 times, participants symbolically 
strike down their own shortcomings 
and rededicate themselves to the path 
of their chosen art. 
 “The first 20 or 30 are a challenge, 

Ferrum College's 5th annual Relay 4 Life 
scheduled for April 4-5 at baseball complex

Karate Club starts the day with kagami baraki

Jon Wilson
Staff writer

 Relay for Life is an American 
Cancer Society event that last one 
whole day.  It’s also the largest 
non-profit fundraiser effort in the 
world.  Ferrum College has partici-
pated in the event for the last five 
years. 
 This event is held to honor 
cancer survivors, pay tribute to the 
lives lost to the disease, and raise 
money to help fight it.  The event 

mentally as much as physically.” 
Campbell said. “But overcoming the 
little voice in the mind that says ‘quit 
now, this is too much work’ is a big 
part of this. It forces you to break up 
your own notions of yourself to see 
what’s underneath.”
 After several hours of sweat and 
the shuffling of feet across the mat, 
the special training session came to 
a close. Smiles and sore legs aside, 
the morning’s real measure of suc-
cess was the large mound of canned 
goods piled in a corner of the dojo, 
a reminder that the “empty hand” is 
capable of far more than fighting. 
 The Traditional Karate club meets 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the 
Dance Studio from 4-6pm. All are 
welcome. For more information, 
email: resimpson@ferrum.edu.  

is a 12-hour walk in which Ferrum 
College students/faculty and locals 
in the community participate.   
The event is held from 6 p.m. on 
April 4 to 6 a.m. on April 5.  The 
Student Leadership committee is 
already making strides to plan a 
successful event, such as holding 
team sign-ups and booking a band 
for the event. Last year, the event 
was held at the Ferrum baseball 
complex with a “Cartoon for a Cure 
theme.” This year, it’s at the same 
place, with a Jungle theme, “stomp 

out cancer.”
 Those who are interested and 
think that they may want to par-
ticipate can take action a couple 
different ways. Collect a coin 
jar from the Student Leadership 
Office and take donations for 
the cause; join a team; assume a 
leadership position, or just donate 
toward the cause.
 The event will include an hon-
orary survivors’ dinner and walk to 
recognize the courage and determi-
nation of cancer survivors.  There 

will also be a band, food, gifts, 
dances, and games.
 For more information on Fer-
rum’s Relay for Life, includ-
ing volunteering and survivor 
and team registration informa-
tion, contact Amanda Viglietta 
(aviglietta@ferrum.edu) or Justin 
Muse (jmuse@ferrum.edu) in the 
Office of Student Activities at 365-
4441.

Kimberly Tsao
San Jose Spartan Daily (UWIRE)

  The Food and Drug Administra-
tion has banned men who have had 
sex with other men from donating 
blood since 1983. But now, SJSU 
President Don Kassing is prohibit-
ing any blood drives on campus 
because the FDA ignores SJSU’s 
nondiscrimination policy.
  Although the nondiscrimination 
and FDA policies are decades old, 

San Jose State U. president halts blood drives; policy questioned
Kassing stopped blood drives on 
campus just last week.
  “A number of gay men com-
plained for years,” said Wiggsy Si-
vertsen, former director of SJSU’s 
Counseling Services. “The problem 
was we needed to get somebody 
to file a complaint with the Office 
of Equal Opportunity. Somebody 
finally did, so we were able to 
move.”
  The community can organize 
blood drives but not at SJSU.

  “If the Stanford Blood Bank 
wanted to bring their van down 
and park across the street, of 
course, they’re more than welcome 
to do that,” said Larry Carr, associ-
ate vice president for public affairs 
in the president’s office.
  For now, donating blood off 
campus is the only option for 
students, including Tau Delta Phi 
President Dominic Fass. His frater-
nity is planning a blood drive in 
March - off campus.

  Michele Hyndman, Stanford 
Blood Center’s public relations 
manager, said that the center would 
hold blood drives near SJSU and 
stressed their importance.
  “Twenty percent of the blood 
we collect comes from students,” 
Hyndman said. “Donating blood 
at a school blood drive is often the 
first time somebody is exposed 
to donating blood. It becomes a 
platform from which they become 
lifelong blood donors.”
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 The following students were 
named to the Dean’s List after the 
Feb. 4 issue of the newspaper went 
to press:

Michelle Hammack

Mark Mundy

Cyrus Movaghari

Glenn Thompson
Billy Tyree

Dean’s List
Additions Rachel Kopilow

Daily Northwestern
UWIRE

 Pundits are saying young voters 
will play a huge role in this year’s 
presidential election. Whether 
those votes count might depend on 
the absentee voting system.
 Problems voting absentee, 
from mailroom issues to Web site 
glitches, hit college students hard 
because they are often out of state 
during the election season. North-
western students who had trouble 
getting their absentee ballots in 

Students received absentee ballots too late
time to vote said they are upset and 
that they feel disenfranchised.
 “In the state of California where 
the youth overwhelmingly support 
Obama, I wonder if the uncounted 
votes would have made a differ-
ence,” said Stella Stahl, a  fresh-
man from California. “It’s factors 
like these that contribute to young 
voters being apathetic.”
 Stahl applied for an absentee 
ballot a week before the deadline. 
Worried when it hadn’t arrived 
a week later, she called the Los 
Angeles County Registrar’s Office 
to check on the ballot’s status. She 

was told it was sent and would ar-
rive by Feb. 1.
 It didn’t arrive in her mailbox 
until the night of Feb. 5 - the night 
the polls closed for the California 
primary.
 She said she blames the NU 
mailroom system for the delay.
 “There were a lot of factors that 
contributed to Obama’s loss in 
California,” said Leah Nelson, the 
campus coordinator of Students for 
Barack Obama. One of them could 
have been an error in the absentee 
ballot system, the senior said.

Andrea Vasquez
Daily Nebraskan

UWIRE

 Change is brewing in the His-
panic community’s traditional 
gender roles - research shows an 
increasing number of Hispanic 
women are pursuing postsecondary 
education.
 This trend was investigated in 
the lower Rio Grande Valley in 
Texas by Brent Cejda, associate 
professor of educational adminis-
tration and the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln, and Sheldon Stick, 
professor of educational admin-
istration at UNL and an associate 
professor from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham.
  “A lot of them talked about a 
better life, and not just financially,” 
Cejda said. “It goes back to the old 
adage: if you want to be a good 
citizen, you need to have a better 
education.”
 The Hispanic population has  
low representations in higher edu-
cation, Stick said, and the culture 
assigns women to domestic rather 
than professional roles.
 “On one hand there is concern 
about ensuring access to higher 
education for all persons who are 
so inclined,” Stick said. “They 
should be afforded the opportunity 
to participate fully.”
 Some of the obstacles Cejda and 
Stick found were poverty, early 
motherhood and a cultural empha-
sis on machismo, which is a view 
that exaggerates masculinity.
 However, both Cejda and Stick 
noted a strong sense of competence 
among the women.
 “(The women) realized that 
what they grew up with is not what 
they have to live with,” Stick said. 
“By virtue of their own determina-
tion (they) became successful.”
 The study also credited the 

More Hispanic women
attending college

women with maturity, goal-orienta-
tion, motivation and the ability to 
focus on long-term results. Two 
important factors motivating the 
women were the opportunity to 
earn higher wages to support their 
family and the importance of being 
a role model, said Cejda.
 Most of the women interviewed 
in the study were first-generation 
college students in their families. 
That means their decisions to 
enroll were generally not planned, 
and many opt for a community col-
lege rather than a four-year, Stick 
said.
  “Almost none of them thought 
about college before their junior 
year of high school,” said Cejda.   
Policy makers can help encourage 
Hispanic students to pursue higher 
education by partnering with el-
ementary schools or civic organiza-
tions and by making parents aware 
of opportunities and deadlines. 
Institutions can also contribute by 
offering long-term scholarships 
and financial aid, providing aca-
demic support and have supportive 
instructors.
 When UNL finds and attracts 
talented minorities, the university 
does a good job of making a com-
mitment to those students, Stick 
said. The university offers scholar-
ships and financial aid - one of the 
top scholarships at UNL is one for 
Hispanic students. Resources such 
as the Office of Academic Sup-
port and Intercultural Services also 
provides underrepresented students 
academic support.
  The evidence of this increase, 
both at UNL and nationally, took a 
lot of work.
 “They pushed the 300-pound 
rock up the hill, even though it’s 
icy and the wind was blowing,” 
said Stick. “And they did it all by 
themselves.”

Daniel Human
Ball State Daily News 

UWIRE

 Two theatre students’ rehearsal 
of a play took a dramatic turn when 
it was interrupted by Ball State 
University police.
 Gene Burton, director of public 
safety, said police arrested sopho-
more Keith Deibel and freshman 
Alex Dunning on preliminary 
charges of disorderly conduct after 
the students were found with a toy 
gun at Bracken Library on Sunday.
 Police arrested the students on 
preliminary charges of disorderly 
conduct because state law defines 
the charge as when a suspect “pur-
sues to knowingly or recklessly 
engage in fighting or tumultuous 
conduct,” Burton said.
 Delaware County Jail released 
both students on $1,000 bail, ac-
cording to jail officials.
 If Deibel and Dunning are con-
victed of their Class B misdemean-
ors, they could receive up to 180 
days in prison and a maximum fine 

Toy gun play puts students in jail
of $1,000.
 Arthur Hafner, dean of univer-
sity libraries, said a library patron 
alerted the supervisor at the cir-
culation desk that someone had a 
gun on the third floor of Bracken 
Library. The staff member then 
called the Ball State Police Depart-
ment, Hafner said.
 “It turns out about six officers 
responded, and they went up to 
the third floor to investigate,” he 
said. One of the sergeants said the 
officers could hear one of the two 
students yelling something that 
alarmed them such as ‘get down on 
the floor.’
 The police found the students 
and approached them, he said.
 “They saw one of the students 
pointing what appeared to be a gun 
at a student who was down on the 
ground,” he said. “The sergeant 
yelled ‘Drop the weapon,’ which 
the student immediately did. It 
turns out the gun was a toy gun, 
but it looked real. The students said 
they were in a theatre department 
and they were rehearsing a play.”

Meagan Singletary
UWIRE
 
 The threat to remove the popular 
Facebook application Scrabulous 
has left avid players of the game 
sore and caused some to join a 
campaign in its defense.
 Facebook is open source, which 
means anyone is free to create 
applications for the popular social 
networking site. Scrabulous, which 
is Scrabble played online, was 
developed by two brothers in 2005. 
The game’s creators, Mattel and 
Hasbro, said the brothers stole the 
property.
 “I liked Scrabulous because it 
made playing with friends con-

venient. I could play while doing 
homework and over the course of 
several days,” said Kaycee Toller, 
pre-mass communication junior.
 According to an article on www.
bbc.com, the owners of Scrabble 
said Scrabulous was a “gross copy-
right and trademark infringement.” 
Thus far, neither Facebook nor the 
brothers who made the application 
have commented.
“I had no idea that Scrabulous 
might be taken off Facebook, yet I 
can see why. The rules aren’t fair, 
and the game is easily cheatable,” 
said LaTisha McIntyre, a junior.

Facebook’s "Scrabulous" at 
risk; group aims to save it
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Opinion/Editorial
Voters should judge candidates on athletic ability
Brad Zak
UWIRE

 With the 2008 election really 
heating up, candidates are 
attacking each other maliciously 
on all fronts. I feel that one aspect 
of the race is being overlooked 
more than any other, and could 
be very important in deciding our 
next president. That ingredient is 
athletic ability. What better way 
to attack a candidate than to tell 
him he throws like a girl (unless 
of course the candidate is a girl)? 
When you consider that Gerald 
Ford played college football, JFK 
had his sailing, Teddy Roosevelt 
was an avid hunter, and that even 
George W. Bush attempted a career 
in competitive pretzel eating, why 
shouldn’t athletics be considered? 
After all, sports are about as 
American as political apathy, so 
why not combine the two to form 
a concoction more American than 
apple pie?

John McCain (Republican)
 A two-time varsity letterman 
at Episcopal High School in 
wrestling, McCain excelled in the 
lighter weight classes. Wrestling 
is a challenging sport that shows 

he has endurance, strength, 
determination, and a soft spot for 
spandex and tight-fitting outfits. 
There is an archived ESPN article 
titled, “Can John McCain Save 
Sports?” that describes McCain 
as “a cross between Jefferson 
Smith and Ted Williams. He has 
an ambitious sports agenda, and 
he’s got the power and tenacity 
to push it.” Therefore, he has the 
ability to defeat government graft 
while batting .400 and winning the 
Triple Crown. Talk about a three-
tool athlete. His anti-steroid agenda 
bumps him up a little as well, but 
he loses just as much for wanting 
to make NCAA and Super Bowl 
pools illegal.  GRADE: B

Ron Paul (Republican)
 Mostly known for his cult-like 
following and regular opposition 
to the normal party platform, 
Ron Paul was also once known 
for his Speedy Gonzalez - like 
quickness, which may explain his 
tough stance on immigration. Paul 
attended Gettysburg University on 
a track scholarship after excelling 
in high school. He ran the 100-
yard dash in 9.7 seconds when 
the national high school record 
was 9.4 seconds, and was also a 

Pennsylvania State Champion in 
the 220-yard dash. As a possible 
foreshadowing to his popularity 
on YouTube, Ron Paul was the 
Jimmy Chitwood of Dormont High 
School, earning varsity letters in 
track and field, wrestling, football, 
and baseball, serving as Student 
Council president, and marrying 
his high school sweetheart. To add 
to his already considerable legacy, 
Paul was able to join the swimming 
team at Gettysburg after suffering 
a career-ending knee injury. If 
Obama is the “rock star” candidate, 
then Ron Paul definitely should be 
considered the “all-star” candidate.  
GRADE: A

Mitt Romney (Republican)
 Although Romney has athletic 
genes, as his father’s cousin was 
a quarterback for the Chicago 
Bears, there are not many athletic 
memories stored between his 
frosted temples. Despite his 
athletic build, Romney didn’t 
find much time for sports, as 
he focused more on becoming 
the valedictorian of his class at 
Brigham Young University and 
graduating cum laude from a joint 
program between the Harvard Law 
and Business Schools. He would 
later go on to be the CEO of the 
2002 Olympic Winter Games in 
Salt Lake City, where he helped 
turn the struggling games into 
a profitable venture. Also, as 
governor of Massachusetts, he 
named basketball the official sport 
of the commonwealth, which 
must have been a tough decision 
considering the game was founded 
in Springfield, Mass., where the 
Basketball Hall of Fame is also 
located. All of that experience 
became irrelevant, however, after 
Romney uttered that he hoped the 
“Patriots won the World Series.” 
How do you expect Romney to 
map out a succinct foreign policy 
when he can’t even navigate the 
landscape of professional sports in 

his own state?  GRADE: D+

Barack Obama (Democrat)
 The basketball player of the 
group is Obama, who sported short 
shorts and high socks and pinned 
Julius Erving posters all over 
his walls as a teenager. He was a 
successful high school player in 
Hawaii, but never blossomed into 
a college-level player. However, 
Barack still loves to play pick-up 
basketball games with his inner 
circle of former college players and 
brother-in-law Craig Robinson, 
who now coaches the Brown 
University team.  His basketball 
exploits can even be found in a 
few YouTube clips. If Obama wins 
the presidency, his White House 
pick-up games might be the most 
sought-after game in Washington, 
and I hope those games become 
televised. Who wouldn’t want to 
see Ted Kennedy trade jumpers 
with Joe Lieberman? With the 
writer’s strike going on, the major 
networks should scoop up this 
reality television premise in a 
second.  GRADE: A-

Hillary Clinton (Democrat)
 Many pundits feel that Clinton’s 
weak athletic background may 
hurt her likeability when compared 
to the sweet-shooting lefty 
from Illinois. Hillary, however, 
confided in a conversation with 
Billy Jean King that growing up 
she often played softball, pick-up 
basketball, and tennis. She even 
boasted of winning a trophy in an 
Arkansas mixed-doubles contest; 
unfortunately for her, Bill was 
winning some mixed-double 
contests of his own. Hillary also 
enjoys a good speed walk, which is 
a little alarming to me, because it 
shows she’ll do just enough to stay 
above a stroll but not enough to 
constitute a jog. To quote Stephen 
Colbert, “we’re at war, Hillary; 
pick a side.”  GRADE: C+

 The staff of this newspaper is 
eager to work with new writers, 
photographers, advertising 
representatives, cartoonists, and 
students interested in graphic 
design.  
 If you have interest in 
newspaper journalism and in 
having a forum to show off your 
skills, please contact any editor 
or the newspaper’s advisor, Dr. 
Lana Whited, professor of Engliah 
and director of the Boone Honors 
Program.  

 The Iron Blade staff meets 
Mondays from 1:25 to 2:15 in the 
Roberts Hall Conference Room, 
and meetings are open to the 
campus community.  
 The Iron Blade is published 
weekly during the academic 
year, and issues are designed on 
Mondays and Tuesdays in the 
newspaper office, Bassett 201.  
Visitors are encourage to stop by.
 Academic credit is available for 
staff members.

Iron Blade looking for talent
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by Katie Porter

What’s the craziest or most unusual thing you have ever 
done on Spring Break?

Whitney Fisher

I don’t remember.  The week was a 
blur.

Alex Bradley

Nothing yet.

Chris Self

I went skinny dipping in the ocean 
once.

Bob Dill

Me and a group of friends threw wa-
ter balloons off the top of a building 

at cars.

K.W. Meetze

Sang karaoke after consuming too 
much alcohol.

DeMarrio Guy

I haven’t done anything.

Lea McMillan

I haven’t done anything crazy.

Devin Blauvelt

Too many to remember.

Rodriguez Jackson

I’ve never done anything crazy on 
spring break.
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Student 
Activities
Calendar

Clara Harlowe
Staff writer

Where are you from?

I am originally from Franklin 
County.  

How long have you worked at 
Ferrum College?

I have worked here at Ferrum for 
45 years; at least that is what they 
tell me. Ha ha.  

What has kept you here at 
Ferrum College?

Ferrum has always been a good en-
vironment to work.  It is also very 
close to home.  

What is your job in the cafete-
ria?

I am a Dining Hall Supervisor.  

What do you like most about 
your job?

I really do like the kids and being 
around them. They keep me half 
way young!   It’s also just an over-
all good experience.  

What is your schedule like?

Not too bad.  I have one day a week 

off.  I also get every other weekend 
off.  
  
What would you consider to be 
your favorite memories at Ferrum 
College?

My favorite memories would be a 
lot of things including all the stu-
dents that I’ve met.  One thing in 
particular is the way people dress.  
I remember when I first came here, 
all the guys wore ties and the ladies 
wore dresses.    

Monday, February 18
1:25-2:20 p.m.
  Iron Blade staff
  (Roberts Conf. Room)
7-8 p.m.
  The Church: Monday Night
  Praise 
8-10 p.m.
  Date Auction
  Panther’s Den

Tuesday, February 19
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
  Army National Guard Re-
  cruitment
  Across from Panther’s Den 
9-10 p.m.
  Kevin Hurley Magic Show
  Panther’s Den

Wednesday, February 20  
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
  Xitracs Software Training 
  Founder’s Room
5-9 p.m.
  Strategically Integrating  &
  Expanding Global Learning
   (STIEGL)
  Virginia Room
7-9 p.m. Pre-Med Club Meeting

Thursday, February 21
3:45-5:30 p.m.
  Student Teacher Seminars
3:30-5 p.m.
  New Faculty Program
  Virginia Room in Franklin
   Hall
5-6 p.m.
  Big Buddy/ Little Buddy Mtg
  Library 201

Saturday, February 23
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
  Panther Preview
6-7 p.m.
  AA Meetings 
  Lighthouse
10 p.m.-2 a.m.
  DJ Party

The calendar was compiled by 
Chazley Logan

If there is someone you would 
like to see profiled in the Ferrum 
Forum or interviewed for the 60-
Second Interview, please e-mail 
Features Editor Jordan Farmer at 
jfarmer@ferrum.edu.

Fun Facts:  Did you know . . .?
Michael Rich
Staff Writer  

Although Morse code is named for 
Samuel Morse, it was invented by 
Alfred Vail.
A Pelican can hold 25 pounds of 
fish in its pouch. 
Wesley Snipes was in Michael 
Jackson‘s “Bad” music video.
Bears live in “dens”, badgers live 
in “setts”, and squirrels live in 
“dreys”.
It cost $3 million to build the Ti-
tanic and $100 million to make the 
movie. 
More than 100 romantic novels are 
published every month. 
Most common surname on Long 
Island, Nova Scotia: Outhouse. 
Debra Winger and Sissy Spacek 
both have the real first name Mary. 
Largest fruit crop on Earth: Grapes 
(Bananas are 2nd). 
Henry Youngman was happily mar-
ried for 59 years.
Longest entry in ‘The American 
Dictionary of Slang”: Vomit. 
Cornell University research shows 
that New York City has the lowest 

quality of housing.
Bogota, Columbia, law requires that 
jaywalkers to be publicly ridiculed 
by mimes. 
About 100 calories are burned in an 
hour by typing. 
Stephen King’s first job was a high 
school janitor. 
Potatoes, sweet potatoes, and yams 
are botanically unrelated. 
Shakespeare never used the word 
Gadzooks. 
In 1907, the most popular boy name  
was John; for girls, it was Mary. 
The religion of the Todas people in 
India forbids crossing bridges.
The average iceberg weighs 20 mil-
lion tons. 
October is National Pajama Month. 
The walrus has only one known nat-
ural predator, the orca. 
Haley Joel Osment was the original 
choice for an Americanized version 
of Harry Potter. 
Space officially begins 62 miles up. 
Ocean water contains traces of 
gold.
Scientists have no idea why dogs 
bury bones. 
Saliva has no flavor. 

Hot dogs originated in China. 
The North Atlantic gets one inch 
wider every year.
A VCR in 1987 cost $270.
Twenty-three percent of American 
couples sleep in separate beds. 
One in three murderers is never 
convicted. 
80 percent of Super Bowl viewers 
watch just for the commercials. 
The Egyptians created the first orig-
inal navy in 2300 B.C. 
Two-thirds of Americans say the 
regularly use the f-word. 
Disneyland was built in exactly one 
year. 
Each week about 50 people visit the 
grave of Harry Potter, a British man 
buried in Israel.
Scientists are still not certain why 
ice is slippery. 
Disneyland or Disneyworld at one 
point would not employ men with 
a mustache.
 Fun Facts source, “Uncle John’s 
20th Anniversary Bathroom Read-
er.” 

mrich@ferrum.edu

What are the biggest changes 
that you’ve seen since you have 
worked at Ferrum College?

I have seen a lot of great changes.  
The new dorms are something that 
didn’t used to be here, and that was 
a big change.  I was also happy to 
see the additions to the cafeteria.  
I never thought I’d see a salad bar 
here! 

charlowe@ferrum.edu

Evelyn Tyree     photo by Clara Harlowe 
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Movie Reviews

“Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins”: Not So 
Good for Character, Actor, or Audience

Michael Rich
Staff Writer

 Let me just say I have never re-
ally found Martin Lawrence to be 
funny. He has been in movies that 
seem funny but never really are fun-
ny. If Martin Lawrence got the right 
project to choose instead of the pre-
dictable comedies, then maybe I’d 
be willing to sit through it.  “Wel-
come Home Roscoe Jenkins” just 
proves that Martin Lawrence will 
do anything for a paycheck and 
anything for a laugh.
 R. J. Stevens (Martin Lawrence) 

is the host of a Jerry Springer-like 
show of the daytime TV circuit. 
He is engaged to a former Survivor 
winner Bianca (Joy Bryant) who 
is one of those people who believe 
that winning is everything and sec-
ond place is for losers. Now R.J. re-
ally likes distancing himself from 
his family, whom he hasn’t seen in 
9 years. So when his  parents’ 50th 
wedding anniversary comes around, 
he brings Bianca and his son down 
to meet the clan. R.J.’s dad (James 
Earl Jones) never really appreciates 
what his son does for a living. His 
cousin (Mike Epps) basically wants 

to get it on with Bianca. R.J.’s sis-
ter Betty (Mo’Nique) only wants to 
see him fight his cousin Clyde (Ce-
dric the Entertainer). Their beef is 
still over R.J.’s high school flame 
(Nicole Ari Parker), with whom 
Clyde apparently is involved. The 
only person that is really happy to 
see him is his mother (Margaret Av-
ery).
 There are several things I will 
never truly understand about Mar-
tin Lawrence. The first happens to 
be why he chooses roles in which 
basically he gets the crap kicked out 
of him.  In this film, Mo’Nique, Mi-

Jordan A. Farmer
Features Editor

 Critics in general—but film 
critics especially—tend to be a 
fairly self-indulgent lot. Pretentious 
is probably the best word that 
comes to mind. We enjoy assaulting 
readership with our highfalutin’ 
commentary on cinema, along with 
our compulsive need to display the 
importance of a thesaurus. I think 
it’s this neurotic tick that separates 
the average moviegoer from a critic, 
the illusion that each film, somehow, 
is an extension of our lives. When it 
comes to a film like “There Will Be 

Blood” for instance, I can already 
sense a rumbling disagreement 
between the arrogant-minded-film-
critic and the-everyday-ticket-
buyer. Writer/director Paul Thomas 
Anderson, who helmed the great 
“Boogie Nights” (in my mind, the 
best movie of the 90s), has fashioned 
a gargantuan historical epic centered 
on 19th century capitalist greed.
 The bare bones story—and I 
literally mean setting and character 
names—is based on Upton Sinclair’s 
novel “Oil!” As we follow Daniel 
Plainview (the looming Daniel Day-
Lewis) through early attempts to 
mine silver, an extensive 20-minute 

prologue, devoid of dialogue, 
conveys how his ambitions shifted, 
ever so quickly, to oil. The abstract 
quality of the story pivots around 
the idea of faith, and the film teases 
tension out of each of Plainview’s 
encounters. The relationship with 
his son, with a man who may or 
may not be his brother, are all fueled 
by an electrifying undercurrent, the 
inability to trust anyone who harbors 
raw emotion. The centerpiece of 
the film, which is accompanied by 
daunting possibilities, is Plainview’s 
interaction with Eli Sunday (baby 
faced Paul Dano). Eli represents a 
roadblock in the way of Plainview’s 

“There Will Be Blood”:  Masterpiece or Mess?

Jordan Farmer
Features Editor

 After analyzing this year’s Oscar 
nominations, I came away with one 
monumental grievance: I must have 
been one of twelve people who saw 
“Before the Devil Knows You’re 
Dead.” Philip Seymour Hoffman did 
some of the best acting of the year 
in that film, and yet, he’s nominated 
for his supporting role in “Charlie 
Wilson’s War”? Please.  
 Also, Sidney Lumet, who has 
been directing films since the 
1950s(!), did some of his best work 
at the age of 82(!); not only that, but 
the man has never won an Oscar for 
directing, even with a résumé that 
includes “Dog Day Afternoon,” “The 
Network,” and “The Verdict.” But I 
guess Jason Reitman deserves a nod 

for “Juno”? Not so much. Anyways, 
enough moaning. For the most part, 
I think the Academy did a good job 
with their selections. I haven’t seen 
every film that has been nominated 
so I won’t offer an opinion on 
something I’ve missed. I’m only 
going to cover the big categories, so 
here are my predictions for the 80th 
Annual Academy Awards…

Best Picture
 The big one. I have seen all of 
these films, and out of all them, I’m 
most fond of “Michael Clayton.” 
Does it have a shot? No. This race 
is essentially between “No Country 
for Old Men” and “There Will Be 
Blood.” I’m going to play devil’s 
advocate here and go with “There 
Will Be Blood.” I liked “No Country 
for Old Men,” but I think that it is 

highly overrated, especially with an 
ending that defines underwhelming. 
“There Will Be Blood” is dauntingly 
lyrical; a blistering tribute to the late 
Stanley Kubrick, and it’s exactly 
the kind of pretentious filmmaking 
the Academy loves. Should Win: 
“Michael Clayton,” Will Win: 
“There Will Be Blood”

Best Actor
 This is an interesting race 
because some of the actors who 
are nominated did the best work 
of their careers. I haven’t seen 
“Sweeney Todd,” but Johnny Depp 
is reliable, especially when he teams 
with Tim Burton. Viggo Mortensen 
displayed that he had tremendous…
guts, more so than wide range, in 
“Eastern Promises.” Tommy Lee 
Jones did phenomenal work in “In 

The Valley of Elah” and George 
Clooney showcased a weariness and 
vulnerability that we’ve rarely seen 
on him before in “Michael Clayton.”  
But alas, Daniel-Day Lewis ignited 
“There Will Be Blood” like a dry 
oil well; he owned the screen as 
disillusioned entrepreneur Daniel 
Plainview, in what some critics are 
calling the best performance of the 
decade. Should & Will Win: Daniel-
Day Lewis

Best Actress
 For   this  race,  I’ve  only  seen 
“Juno” and “Away from   Her.”       
As     charming     as      she      was       
in   “Juno,”  Ellen    Page    doesn’t    
hold  a  candle to Julie  Christie,  
who     does     her     best      acting
    

see OSCAR page 8

Oscar Predictions: A Second Opinion…

rock-solid pragmatism. A self-
proclaimed healer and holy vessel 
for the church, Eli uses his “ability” 
to question the search for oil at any 
opportunity.
 In the same vein as, say, Stanley 
Kubrick, its impossible to enjoy 
P.T. Anderson’s films and hate the 
music—or vice versa—because the 
two are so inextricably linked. It 
helps then, that the score for “There 
Will Be Blood” is an overpowering 
knockout,   constructed   by   Jonny 

see BLOOD page 8

chael Clark Duncan, and Cedric the 
Entertainer kick the crap out of him. 
Secondly, we are supposed to be-
lieve this guy’s dramatic change to-
wards the end. I truly didn’t believe 
he was changing. All he was and is 
in this movie is a coward and a sore 
loser. Lastly, why does Martin Law-
rence have to air the dirty laundry to 
people who are still mad at him?
 The supporting performances can 
be  divided   into  two   groups:  the

see HOME page 8



Page 7 - THE IRON BLADE - February 18, 2008

Sports

Gary Holden
Sports Information director

Ferrum College split a USA South 
athletic Conference doubleheader 
this afternoon with Methodist 
University, falling 71-60 in the 
women’s game and winning 70-69 
in the men’s.

Sophomore Keith Crump hit an 
off-balance jumper with 10 seconds 
remaining in regulation to give the 
Panther men the win.  Crump had 
19 points on 7-15 shooting.

Sophomore Jerrell Wade had 
a game-high 22 points on 8-13 
shooting, including four three-
pointers.  Freshman Derek Mitchell 
had 15 rebounds to go with his six 
points, and senior Jon Godsey had 
10 points.

Travis McBryde and Billy 
McDade led Methodist (13-8, 5-3 
USA South)  with 15 points each.  
McDade also had six rebounds 
and a pair of blocked shots.  Tyler 
Sigmon add 13 points in the loss.

Ferrum (11-10, 5-3 USA South) 
returns to action Tuesday, Feb. 
12, at home against Greensboro 
College in another USA South 
doubleheader.  The men’s game 

Ferrum men defeat Methodist
Panther women fall to Monarchs

tips off at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
following the women’s game.

Averett University’s loss to 
Greensboro this afternoon allowed 
Ferrum to pull back into a three-
way tie for fi rst place with Averett 
and Methodist, all at 5-3 in league 
play.

In the women’s game this 
afternoon, Ali Davenport had 
27 points and 14 rebounds but it 
wasn’t enough as the Monarchs 
held on for the win.  Ferrum opened 
the game with a 16-4 lead, only to 
see Methodist come back to take 
a 34-26 halftime lead.   Miranda 
Carrasco had 11 points for Ferrum.

Methodist (14-5, 10-2 USA 
South) was led by Ashley Harris 
and Amanda Underwood, who had 
16 points each.  Courtney Bissette 
added 14 points and 10 rebounds.  
The win over Ferrum pulled 
Methodist into a tie with Ferrum at 
10-2 in league play.

Ferrum (12-7, 10-2 USA South) 
returns to action Tuesday against 
USA South opponent Greensboro 
as well.  Tip off for the women’s 
game is at 5:30 p.m. in Swartz 
Gymnasium.

Panther women fall to MonarchsPanther women fall to MonarchsPanther women fall to Monarchs

Jerrell Wade
courtesy of Sports Infromation Offi ce

Lelan LeDoux
University of Miami

UWIRE

 The fi rst time around, the 
goal was to get to the next level: 
the NFL.  That mission was 
accomplished. But something was 
left unfi nished.
 On the verge of turning 38 years 
old, Lamar Thomas has decided to 
step back into the college scene - 
not as an athlete, but as a student.
 Thomas is looking to fulfi ll an 
obligation to a loved one.
 “I promised my grandmother 
that I would get my degree,” 
Thomas said. “I wish I could have 
got it back then, but now I am 
going to get it. To fi nally see her 
with a smile on her face will be 

really special to me.”
 Thomas didn’t receive his 
degree when he was here in the 
late ’80s and early ’90s. Now, he’s 
back in full force.
 Perhaps best known for his 
comments made during the 
Miami-FIU football brawl in 
2006,Thomas was an exceptional 
athlete for the Hurricanes, 
setting a then-school record of 
career receptions and is second 
in touchdown receptions. He 
also captured a pair of national 
championships in 1989 and 1991.
 Thomas was a third round draft 
pick of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
and spent six seasons in the NFL, 
three with the Bucs and three with 
the Miami Dolphins.
 Now, Thomas is a humbled 

student back on campus, searching 
for his liberal arts degree.
 “[UM] has always been a 
beautiful campus. It is great to 
be back,” said Thomas. “To be in 
class, it feels like a whole different 
atmosphere. I really enjoy being in 
class.”
 The fi rst time around, Thomas 
didn’t know exactly what to expect 
from college, which caused for 
some indecision.
 “When I fi rst came here I 
changed my major like a thousands 
times,” Thomas said. “I wanted 
to become an accountant. That 
happens so much with people 
switching majors. Things have 
defi nitely changed.”
 Thomas is becoming accustomed 
to being just like any other college 

Former NFL player goes back to UM to fi nish degree
student, even by joining social 
networking websites like MySpace 
and Facebook, something that 
wasn’t around during his fi rst 
excursion in college.
 “Technology has really changed 
since I had been in school. Really, 
my brother got me into Facebook,” 
Thomas said. “Facebook is a great 
way for me to network. I am able 
to talk to my old buddies that I 
haven’t talked to for a while.”
 Besides being a student, 
Thomas is also an employee for 
the university, working for the 
Hurricane Club. This semester, 
Thomas has been spending 
majority of his time at the men’s 
basketball games.

Bobby Gordon
UWIRE

The replays of Washington’s 
Tim Morris throwing the ball off 
UCLA’s Alfred Aboya’s face show 
Morris struggling to inbound the 
ball in time. The 6-foot-8 Aboya 
is waving his arms and jumping 
in a smothering defense. Morris 

rears back, throws the ball right off 
Aboya’s nose and out of bounds 
to avoid getting a fi ve-second 
violation. To throw the ball off 
an opponent’s leg is common. 
Throwing the ball off a face, 
while legal under current NCAA 
regulations, is rarely seen.
 “The fi rst thing you think about 
is to throw off the leg but I guess 

he didn’t have enough room in 
there because he was right in front 
of our bench,” Aboya said.
 Aboya described the play as 
being indicative of how tough the 
game was. Coach Ben Howland 
was less forgiving. When asked if 
he thought Morris’ actions were 
acceptable, he replied, “No.”
 A surprised Aboya quickly 

regrouped from the play and the 
game continued.
 After the game, Aboya noted 
with a smile that Morris apologized 
before retrying the inbound play.
“(I am smiling) ‘cause you never 
know his intention,” Aboya said. 
“If he did it on purpose or it was a 
cheap shot, you’d never know. But 
he did apologize.”

Husky apologizes for throwing ball off opponentʼs face
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OSCAR from page 1

since “McCabe & Mrs. Miller” as a 
disintegrating Alzheimer’s victim. 
Should & Will Win: Julie Christie

Best Director
 How was Paul Thomas Anderson 
not even nominated for “Boogie 
Nights” (in my opinion, the best fi lm 
of the 90’s)?  I’m glad to see that 
he is fi nally recognized for “There 
Will Be Blood.” I’m still angry that 
Sidney Lumet wasn’t included, and 
where is Todd Haynes for “I’m Not 
There”? Oh well, Alfred Hitchcock 
never won an Oscar, either. 

 I think this year will be all 
about the Coen Brothers, a pair 
of fi lmmakers who are even more 
overrated than their fi lms. As far 
as the integration of pacing, story, 
and acting are concerned, I thought 
Tony Gilroy showed a natural 
mastery as a fi rst-time director. 
He’ll never win, but such is the fate 
of all great directors. Should Win: 
Paul Thomas Anderson, Will Win: 
The Coen Brothers

Best Original Screenplay
 This isn’t even worth discussing. 
No Chance She Won’t Win: Diablo 
Cody for “Juno”

 Thanks for tuning in. If you 
want more, check last week’s paper, 
where my colleague Michael Rich 
weighed in on everything.

jfarmer@ferrum.edu

BLOOD from page 1

Greenwood (the lead singer of 
Radiohead). If Stanley Kubrick 
directed “Citizen Kane,” I can 
imagine it would share a striking 
resemblance to “There Will Be 
Blood.” 
 A disclaimer before continuing: 
as far as ostentatious fi lmmaking is 
concerned, “There Will Be Blood” 
can’t be topped. Daniel Day-Lewis 
chews every inch of his California 
backdrop (and I loved every second 
of it); Paul Dano is particularly 
demented and whiney (an inspired 
choice because I can’t stand Paul 
Dano); the stark (and beautiful) 
images beat you down; the music 
fl oods every sensory outlet until 
you’re literally high off the primal 
sound.
 If anything, “There Will Be 
Blood” is an orchestra set to images, 
much like Kubrick’s “2001: A Space 
Odyssey.” Ultimately, a viewer’s 
reaction will hinge on the fi nal scene, 
which takes place in Plainview’s 
basement. As Johannes Brahms’ 
Violin Concerto in D Major stung 
the screen, the rush of fulfi llment I 
endured was something I can’t even 
begin to describe here. To be blunt, 
if you’ll permit me, you’re either 
going to love this fi lm or hate it. 
So let the debate begin, because I 
predict that there too will be blood 
when it comes to your opinion of 
this fi lm. Grade: A

jfarmer@ferrum.edu

HOME from page 1

forgivable and the unforgivable. 
James Earl Jones, Michael Clark 
Duncan, Margaret Avery, and Ni-
cole Ari Parker’s performances 
are likeable. The best of the lot is 
James Earl Jones’ performance. 
The unforgivable performances are 
Mo’Nique, Cedric the Entertainer, 
Mike Epps, and Joy Bryant. The 
worst of these performances is a 
toss up between Cedric the Enter-
tainer, who acts like a fool the entire 
time, and Mike Epps, who acts like 

a pimp who is high.
 It’s often been complained that 
there aren’t many movies for black 
audiences. When there are movies 
for black audiences, there either 
usually movies like these that get 
panned. The other fi lms are church/
message fi lms the critics of which 
escape into the hills.

Grade C-
mrich@ferrum.ed


