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 Ferrum College is looking for its 
own “Biggest Loser” in a campus-
wide competition to find the person 
who can lose the most weight.  
Approximately 40 students, faculty 
and staff have signed up to com-
pete in the ten-week contest.  This 

SoJin Lim
Staff writer

     Despite the recent enrollment 
boom, the number of Ferrum 
students declined slightly from fall 
2007 to spring 2008. This semester, 
there are 1055 students, 153 fewer 
than last semester, when there were 
1208, according to Dr. Delia Heck, 
director of Institutional Research. 
 Spring 2008 data show 420 
freshmen, 272 sophomores, 179 
juniors, and 184 seniors, as seen on 
the accompanying chart.
 However, although the number 
of the students decreased from the 
Fall 2007 semester, the number of 
students who enrolled in Fall 2007 

increased by 144 over the Fall 
2006 semester. 
 Also, the data suggest that the 
gender gap at Ferrum is clos-
ing slightly.  There are 576 men 
and 479 women enrolled this 
semester, which means that men 
decreased by 103 and women 
decreased by only 50 from last 
semester.   Especially at higher 
class ranks, women students 
generally have higher retention 
rates at Ferrum.
 Because the college enrolled 
more freshmen coming in the fall 
semester, the percentage of fresh-
men decreased from fall semester 

Ferrum's “Biggest Loser” competition underway
Next weigh-in scheduled for February 26

race to shed the most pounds is dif-
ferent from the popular television 
show in that Ferrum participants 
must work out and diet completely 
on their own; no personal trainer is 
there to push them along the way.
 “We wanted to try to promote a 
healthier lifestyle and healthier eat-
ing habits and this is a way we can 
do that,” says freshman Andrew 

Maxwell, organizer of the contest.  
“We have about 40 faculty and stu-
dents working out and eating right 
to win this competition and many 
say they’re already seeing results,” 
he says.
 The competition, which began 
at the end of January, will continue 
until the final weigh-in on April 
8th.  The winner will be chosen 
by the percentage of body fat lost 
so everyone will have an equal 
chance to win.  The next weigh-in 
is scheduled for February 26, at 

8:30 p.m. in the Panthers Den in 
Franklin Hall.  The campus com-
munity is welcome to attend and 
cheer on their favorite contestant.  
If the winner is a student, they will 
receive $300 in cash.  If a faculty 
or staff member wins the competi-
tion, they walk away with bragging 
rights!  For more information about 
Ferrum College’s Biggest Loser 
competition, contact Andrew Max-
well at (804) 502-8899.

Enrollment Update: More Students, More Women

Enrollment data Fall 2006-Spring 2008; data courtesy of the office 
of Institutional Research.   graphic by SoJin Lim

Robert Knotts, cross country coach and asst. men's basketball coach.
  photo courtesy of the Public Relations Office

Justin "Moose" Muse, assistant director of student leadership and 
engagement   photo courtesy of the Public Relations Office
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Staff Writer

 Some of Ferrumʼs highest 
achieving students will be honored 
on March 16, when Alpha Chi 
Honor Society inducts new mem-
bers in a ceremony in the Pantherʼs 
Den. 
 Members of the society will 
receive pins and certificates.  
Handing out these certificates will 
be the Dr. Leslie Lambert, vice 
president for academic affairs and 
dean of the college. There will 
be a speaker yet to be named and 
refreshments. 
 The induction is for members 
only; however, members are al-
lowed to bring guests.  A total of 
45 invitations will go out to those 
students who qualify for member-
ship.  In order to qualify, a student 
must be a junior or senior, have at 
least a 3.6 g.p.a., and have no seri-
ous judicial violations. 
 Alpha Chi is a national honor 
society not limited by student 
program.  This means that this 
society is for students in any 
major.  Ferrum College is not the 
only school to have Alpha Chi, for 

ENROLLMENT, from page 1

 The Admissions office hosts 
open houses several times a year. 
Attendance varies from approxi-
mately 60 to 110 students plus their 

families. Dr Heck predicted that 
approximately 1300 students are 
going to study at Ferrum in Fall 
2008. She said student enrollment 
at  Ferrum has been increasing 
dramatically.

Alpha Chi honor society
induction ceremony planned

it is a national program. One of 
the benefits of membership is that 
members can apply for graduate 
fellowships through Alpha Chi.  
 Dr. Katherine Grimes, associate 
professor of English and advisor 
to the collegeʼs chapter of Alpha 
Chi, says there are currently about 
30 members in Ferrumʼs chapter.  
Usually, she said, “20 to 25 people 
join Alpha Chi at an induction.”  
 The National organization of 
Alpha Chi was established in 1922.  
There are 300 chapters and more 
than 11,000 members are inducted 
nationally every year. Alpha Chiʼs 
name is derived from the initial 
letters of the Greek words ALE-
THEIA, meaning TRUTH, and 
XAPAKTHP, meaning CHARAC-
TER. In 1935, Alpha Chi adopted 
its official shield and key, colors, 
and song. The shield and key bear 
a lamp of learning and the initials 
AX in raised letters. The colors are 
emerald green and sapphire blue, 
signifying victory and truth. The 
motto of the organization is taken 
from the Gospel of John: “You 
shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free.” (John 8:32 
KJV).       

Katie Porter 
Photography editor

The annual Student Art Show 
will be hosted by the Ferrum Col-
lege Art Department from March 
20 until April 3.  The show will be 
held in the E. Taylor Greer gallery 
located in the Stanley Library.  The 
opening reception begins at 3 p.m. 
on March 20.  

The student art show is open to 
all students at Ferrum College who 
have been or are currently enrolled 
in an art course at the college.  En-
try forms are available for students 
to submit pieces of their work to 
the show.  

The show is open to all media 
of art such as ceramics, painting, 
drawing, photography, and two- 
dimensional design.  An outside 
juror decides which pieces may 
be placed in the show and also 
chooses the winning pieces. The 
juror will choose the winners at 

Student art goes on 
display in annual show 

beginning March 20
the opening reception on March 
20. Prizes are in the form of gift 
certificates for first, second, and 
third place.  There will also be an 
honorable mention and People’s 
Choice award.  

Although the winners will be 
decided on the opening day of the 
show, the exhibit will continue 
until April 3.    

According to the Ferrum Col-
lege web site, the E. Taylor Greer 
gallery hosts three to four shows 
a year from a wide range of local, 
international, and statewide art-
ists.  For more information on the 
student art show, please contact 
Professor Nancy Hart, Assistant 
Professor of Art or Jeff Dalton, 
Assistant Professor of Art, or visit 
the art gallery web site at www.
Ferrum.edu.

kporter@ferrum.edu 

Samuel Castilla
Special to The Iron Blade

 The Consumer Budget Of-
fice projected that consumers will 
spend upwards of $2 trillion on 
merchandise and services in 2008 
alone. This translates into huge 
gains for both retailers and manu-
facturers; however, these busi-
nesses are not the only ones who 
will benefit from consumer dollars. 
Identity thieves worldwide are 
eagerly awaiting a chance to spend 
your money this year. 
 Americans are quickly learning 
that the reality of identity theft is 
one that requires constant safe-
guarding. This semester, Samuel 
Castilla, Steve Slusher and Antho-
ny Adams, a team of students who 
are members of Students in Free 
Enterprise (SIFE), participated in 
the Student Leadership Conference 
on February 9 in an effort to both 
educate and raise awareness about 
identity theft. Steve Slusher, one 
of the project leaders, explains that 
“Identity theft is a serious problem 
because people arenʼt taking it 
seriously. It seems farfetched to a 
lot of people to think that someone 
could take over their finances and 
completely destroy their life, but 
it does happen, and is happening 
at record rates.” According to the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC), 
identity theft affects over 10 mil-
lion Americans per year costing 
them valuable time and money. 
 Anthony Adams, also a mem-
ber of the SIFE conference team, 
explains that “identity theft tends 
to always strike the victim at ex-
actly the wrong time. You can be 
at the bank withdrawing money, or 

SIFE promotes identity 
theft awareness

writing a check to pay off your first 
mortgage payment, and find out 
your account has been completely 
wiped out. Peopleʼs horror stories 
about identity theft are not far 
fetched.” 
It is important for all Americans 
to understand the real risks associ-
ated with identity theft. However, 
more importantly, it is imperative 
to know the steps you can take to 
deter this crime.
 The identity theft project lead-
ers passed on a simple acronym for 
the individual looking to prevent 
identity theft summarized in the all 
too fitting word SCAM.
S, standing for “stingy,” suggests 
that an individual should be ex-
tremely selective when giving out 
account information and pass-
words.
C, standing for “check,” refers to 
keeping a balanced checkbook in 
order to check your institutionʼs 
statements against your own. If 
you do not balance your checkbook 
regularly, it is a good idea to get in 
the habit of doing so very soon.
A, standing for “ask,” suggests 
that an individual looking to deter 
identity theft should always be ask-
ing questions, especially to phone 
operators calling for sensitive 
information; and finally,
M, standing for “maintain,” sug-
gests that an individual looking to 
prevent identity theft should keep 
careful records. The identity theft 
team suggests keeping all impor-
tant financial documents for at least 
one year to ensure that all balances 

see SIFE page 3

Enrollment data Fall 2006-Spring 2008; data courtesy of the office of 
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Opinion/Editorial
The writers strike is over.  Does anyone care?

 Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

In 1988, the Writers Guild of 
America went on strike for five 
months. Basically, everything in 
the entertainment industry shut 
down. The cause of this was due 
to the fact that home video was 
making its mark, and the writers 
wanted a piece of the cut. Studios 
balked, and we got the strike. 

Flash forward to today and the 
Writers Guild of America have 
just officially ended their three-
month strike. This was the cause:  
they wanted greater revenue of the 

DVDs and other downloadable 
media. They were currently getting 
three cents per DVD while they 
wanted eight cents per DVD. 
Fortunately for them, the deal they 
struck with the studios is, as they 
put it, the best deal they got in 
thirty years. 

We have to look now at who 
is the big winner and who is the 
overall loser of the strike.

The big winner of the strike 
happens to be writers. Hollywood 
is a union town. The place isnʼt 
always glamorous. These people 
usually live by paycheck. Being 
a writer is a thankless job. The 

writers were saved by the talks 
between the studios and the 
Directors Guild of America. Now 
the writers are going to writing 
like crazy to get the remaining five 
to seven episodes of this seasonʼs 
shows in April/May/June.

The biggest loser of the writers 
strike happens to be the whole 
Hollywood system. It once again 
proves that Hollywood is its own 
other world. Actors are paid a 
high amount of money for roles 
in movies that usually sometimes 
stink. Studios usually rely on old 
talented writers rather than have 
anybody new. Anybody that wants 

to break into Hollywood usually is 
either related or knows somebody. 
Studios are basically greedy. 

As for your favorite show, this 
is how it is: most writers are going 
to writing 24/7 to get at least five 
to seven new episodes by the end 
of the TV season. Those shows 
that werenʼt well received arenʼt 
coming back. For fans of “24,” you 
have to wait till the spring of 2009 
because they only produced nine 
episodes before the strike began.

mrich@ferrum.edu

and statements are accurate and in 
line with the respective institutionʼs 
records.
 Unfortunately, even if all of 
these steps are followed, total 
protection from identity theft 
cannot be guaranteed. If you ever 
should be a victim of identity theft, 
immediately contact the FTC at 
WWW.FTC.GOV and get a fraud 
alert placed on your accounts. 
Secondly, immediately close or 
suspend the accounts in question so 
that the thief no longer has access 
to the account, and lastly, file a 

complaint with your local police 
department. 
 The more time that passes 
before the crime is detected,the 
more time it will take to follow 
these steps. If you happen to be 
the victim of identity theft, it is 
important to put a quick stop to it. 
In order to help you identify this 
crime quickly, there are several 
resources in place. 
You may order a free copy of your 
credit report at annualcreditreport.
com. This report shows the 
accounts that are opened in 

your name as well as people or 
companies who have requested 
to see your credit report.  Experts 
suggest that consumers order their 
reports once a year to check the 
status of their credit. Although a 
free credit report is available for 
all consumers once a year, it is 
important to know that requesting 
your credit score along with the 
report will cost a fee.
 Identity theft is a serious crime 
made even more serious by how 
easily people are able to pull the 
crime off. Sometimes, it is as easy 

as calling and asking someone for 
his or her account information. 
The arrest rate for Identity thieves 
is right around five percent, due 
to the amount of effort, time 
and expertise it takes to catch a 
criminal with no face. Be alert. Be 
aware. Be safe. And most of all, 
make sure you are protecting your 
Identity in 2008.

SIFE, from page 2

To Whom It May Concern,

 I donʼt often share when bad 
things happen to me, but Iʼll make 
an exception.  My vehicle blew 
its alternator on Valentineʼs Day. 
Yeah, stuff happens. However, I 
would have had the cash to buy a 
new alternator, if someone hadnʼt 
robbed me--two days earlier while 
I was working in the Iron Blade 
office! So,  I thank you, Sticky 

Fingers, soooooooooo much.
 I also heard that there were 
individuals, a few weeks ago, who 
did not offer help to a person (not 
me) who fell on campus on an icy 
footbridge. I wouldnʼt be surprised 
if Sticky Fingers was among those 
who couldnʼt be bothered. 

May your deeds return seven-fold,
Kristina Stump
Alumna

Thank you sooooooo much
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by Katie Porter

What’s one thing you couldn’t live without?

Yazhi Dong

Internet!  My family is in China.  
I can’t talk with my mom 

without the internet.

Andrea Henderson

I couldn’t live without my Bible 
because it inspires me to be 

a better person.

Jess Wagner

Playing pool!  Because it helps pass 
time.

Ian Young

My cell phone! Because I can’t call 
my friends and family without it.

Sunny Kwon

Ferrum!  I couldn’t live without Ferrum 
College.  I don’t want to leave because 

I have met a lot of good friends.  
I want to have more time here.

Mark Mundy

Hockey!  Because I cannot imagine 
my life without this sport.

Stephen Van Horn

My brain, or a coat, for I wouldn’t 
like to lose the ability to think, 

or to freeze in the cold.

Megan Tompkins

My friends!  Because they keep me 
sane around here.

John Tobey

Fedor Emelianenko.  I don’t think I 
could live without my favorite 
fighter and biggest inspiration.
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Student 
Activities
Calendar

compiled by Khoseraw Habibi
Staff Writer

Monday, February 25
7 p.m.
 The CHURCH:Monday Night 
 Praise
 Lighthouse
Tuesday, February 26 
9 p.m.
 BINGO
 Panther’s Den 
 Win big prizes playing Bingo!
Wednesday, February 27
7 p.m.
 SGA Senate
 Grousbeck 101
Thursday, February 28 
3:30 p.m.
 Student Teacher Seminars
 Beckham 103 
3:30 p.m.
 Big Buddy, Little Buddy Ele- 
 mentary Event
 Fitness Center Gymnasium
8 p.m.
 Coffee House
 Panther’s Den
 Come out and express yourself
 through poetry, short stories, 
 songs or whatever may move 
 you to express yourself.

Saturday, March 1- March 9
 SPRING BREAK 

Monday, March 10 
7 p.m.
 The CHURCH: Monday Night 
 Praise
 Lighthouse 
Tuesday, March 11 
9 p.m. 
 BINGO
 Panther’s Den
 Win big prizes playing BINGO! 
Wednesday, March 12 
7 p.m.
 MCAT/GRE Prep
 Garber 204 (A meeting for stu-
 dents looking for information 
 and tips to help them be suc-
 cessful when taking the admis-
 sion tests for medical and /or 
 graduate school.)
7 p.m.
 SGA Meeting
 Grousbeck 101 
Thursday, March 13 
3:30 p.m.
 Student Teacher Seminar
 Beckham 103 

5 p.m.
 Big Buddy Little Buddy Mtg
 Library 202 
Friday, March 14
7:30 p.m.
 “ Akhmatova”
 Grousbeck Auditorium 
Saturday, March 15 
8 a.m.
 Panther Preview
 Admissions Open House 
9 a.m.
 Model U.N. Security Council 
 (Sponsored by the international 
 studies programs and the 
 School of Social Science.)
 Founder’s Room 
2 p.m. 
 “Akhmatova” 
 Grousbeck Auditorium
10 p.m
 DJ Party
 Panther’s Den

Katie Porter 
Photography Editor 

 Ferrum College has recently 
added a new club: the Disc Golf 
Club.  “The Disc Golf Club 
currently has 15 members, and 
there has been a lot more interest 
expressed,” according to Corey 
May, one of the founders of the 
club. 
 The Disc Golf Club was started 
by May and Tim Pohlad-Thomas, 
both seniors at Ferrum.  The idea 
for having a disc golf course 
actually started five years prior to 
the club being started.  
 Disc golf has increased in 
popularity in recent years. With the 
same pleasures of the traditional 
golf game, disc golf can be 
enjoyed by individuals of all ages.  
The game is very easy to pick up, 
and most courses are free.  
 Each course has 18 holes and 
takes approximately 1-2 hours to 
play.  The concept of the game is 
the same as traditional golf, only 
instead of balls, discs are used, 
and instead of holes for targets, 
there are above-ground baskets.  
Another appeal of disc golf is its 
low equipment cost: only $8.00 to 
$20.00 per disc.  
 The course on Ferrum’s campus 
is currently an object course, 
meaning that instead of aiming for 
baskets, players aim for trees, light 

posts, and other objects around 
campus.  The club is currently in 
the process of getting actual golf 
baskets and hopes to see them 
on campus in the near future.  
Maps of the course are currently 
available in the Ferrum Outdoors 
office along with discs that can be 
borrowed for free with a student 
ID.
 “I really enjoy playing disc golf 
in the afternoons.  I don’t play any 
sports on campus, but love to be 
outside and be active.  Disc golf is 

The Disc Golf Club? It’s new.
The sport?  It’s fun.  It’s easy to play. 

It’s inexpensive.

perfect for me, and we have a lot of 
fun,” said Brent Trimmer.
 The Disc Golf Club currently 
meets Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
in the fitness center and begins 
playing around 4 p.m.  The club 
is open to all students and faculty.  
For more information about the 
Disc Golf Club, contact Ferrum 
Outdoors.

kporter@ferrum.edu

Monday, March 17
11 a.m.
 Bake Sale
 Franklin Hall Atrium 
7 p.m.
 The CHURCH: Night Praise
 Lighthouse 
8 p.m.
 Mr. and Mrs. Ferrum Pageant
 Fundraising event:Relay or Life
 Panther’s Den 
Tuesday, March 18 
11 a.m.
 Bake Sale
 Franklin Hall Atrium 
11 a.m.
 Army National Guard Recruit-
   ment
 Across from the Panther’s Den
5:30 p.m.
 Hippity Hop for Canned Food
 Panther’s Den

Wednesday, March 19 
11 a.m.
 Bake Sale
 Franklin Hall Atrium 
7:30 p.m.
 Holocaust Concert
 Grousbeck Auditorium
9 p.m.
 Karaoke (Students sing their
  favorite songs karaoke style)
 Panther’s Den
Thursday, March 20 
3: 30 p.m.
 Student Teacher Seminar
 Beckham 103 
3: 30 p.m.
 Big Buddy Little Buddy Middle 
   School Event
 Fitness Center Gymnasium 
Friday, March 21- March 24
 EASTER BREAK

khabibi@ferrum.edu

(L-R) Disc Golf Club founders Corey May and Tim Pohlad-Thomas and 
member Brent Trimmer.

Photo by Katie Porter



Page 6 - THE IRON BLADE -February 25, 2008

Movie reviews

“The Spiderwick Chronicles”: fantasy novel becomes 
latest success in move to big screen

Catch “The Wire,” before it’s gone

Concert to commemorate observance of Purim
Angela Osborne

Professional Writing class

A concert in observance of the 
Jewish holiday of Purim will take 
place on March 19 at 7 p.m. in 
Grousbeck Auditorium. Clarinetist 
Eugene Jones will perform an 
excerpt from Messiaen’s “Quartet 
for the End of Time” and also a 
musical “Esther,” the later excerpt 
in keeping with the theme of Purim.  
Purim is a Jewish holiday that 
celebrates the deliverance of the 
Jews from a massacre by Haman.  
The story of Purim is told in the 
Biblical book of Esther.  According 
to that book, Esther exposed the 
planned massacre. 

A reception catered by Chef Bo 
will follow the concert.  

Eugene Jones, a renowned 
clarinetist, has performed at Carnegie 
Recital Hall, the Lincoln Center 
Library, the Kennedy Center, the 
National Museum of Women in the 
Arts, and many other prestigious 
places. Jones has also performed 
with the Boston Pro Musica Quartet, 
the American Symphony Chamber 
Players, the New England Piano 
Quartette, and the Portland String 
Quartet.  Such experiences have given 
him an impressive musical reputation.  

Jones began his career with 
graduate and undergraduate degrees 
from the New England Conservatory 
of Music.   Currently, he is on the 
music faculty at East Tennessee State 

University and Emory and Henry 
College.  He offers not only clarinet 
instruction but also expertise in 
music history, the history of jazz, and 
instrumental ensembles. 

The program will begin with 
a slide show produced by Gary 
Evans, professor of music, on Oliver 
Messiaen (1908-92), composer of the 
first excerpt, the “Quartet for the End 
of Time.”.  

 The “Quartet for the End of 
Time was composed in 1940 while 
Messiaen was being held in a 
Nazi prison camp. The work’s first 
performance was in 1941 to a group of 
prisoners and guards. It is scored for 
clarinet, piano, cello and violin. The 
instruments were chosen not because 
of Messiaen’s radical rethinking of a 

quartet, but rather because they were 
the only instruments available at the 
time.  

The second performance will be a 
reading and musical accompaniment 
from the musical “Esther,” based 
on the biblical book of Esther. The 
musical is based on the character 
Esther, born Hadassah, a woman 
in the Hebrew Bible, the queen of 
Ahasuerus. As a result of Esther’s 
intervention and influence, Persian 
Jews lived in Persia (modern Iran) for 
2400 years thereafter.

The reception will feature a special 
Purim treat known as Hamantashen 
or “Haman’s Hats,” triangular filled 
pastries supposedly shaped like the hat 
that Haman wore.

Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

Ever since the success of the 
“Harry Potter” and “Lord of the 
Rings” series, studios have dusted 
off the shelves to see what other 
literary novels they could make 
into box office gold. The results 
have been mixed. “Chronicles of 
Narnia” and “Bridge to Terabithia” 
have had critical success and 
were huge moneymakers. Others, 
such as “Eragon,” “The Golden 
Compass,” and “The Seeker” were 
well received.

The latest of these literary 
novels to hit the big screen is “The 
Spiderwick Chronicles.”  

After the separation from her 
husband, Helen Grace (Mary 

Louise-Parker) takes her three 
kids, Mallory (Sarah Bolger) 
and twins Jared and Simon (both 
Freddy Highmore) from New 
York City to the Spiderwick 
estate. The mansion used to be-
long to Arthur Spiderwick (David 
Strathairn), an explorer who wrote 
a book called A Field Guide to 
the Fantastical World Around 
You. That unfortunately leads 
to some bad things, including 
Arthur’s disappearance and the 
institutionalization of a relative, 
Aunt Lucinda (Joan Plowright). 
Now an army of goblins led by 
a demonic ogre, Mulgrath (Nick 
Nolte), want the book for the usual 
world domination scheme. 

“The Spiderwick Chronicles” 
doesn’t suffer the usual fate of 

other fantasy adventure novels. 
Writers Karey Kirkpatrick, David 
Berenbaum, and John Sayles have 
taken all five novels, the total 
length of which is 500 pages.  So 
there isn’t any worrying about 
leaving the audience hanging. 
If you’re a person who has read 
one of these novels, you probably 
realized they condensed it all to fit 
in a 90-minute movie. 

The best performance in this 
movie is that of Freddy Highmore. 
Although I would say the dialogue 
between the twins, both played by 
himself, can get tiresome. Mary 
Louise Parker is very good as the 
mother trying to keep this family 
together through tough times. 
Nick Nolte is not on a Voldemort 
type of level. He gives a creepy 

performance. 
Director Mark Waters does a 

good job of creating CGI goblins 
and other fancy monsters. I was 
sitting there at times wondering 
if he wanted to match the CGI 
quality of the first two Harry Potter 
films. I wish, though, that he would 
have gotten to the action a little 
bit sooner, but the action is very 
rousing.

The one thing I wonder about 
this movie is, for anybody who 
read the books and wouldn’t mind 
e-mailing me, does the movie 
actually end they way book five 
does? 

Grade: B

mrich@ferrum.edu

Jordan A. Farmer
Features Editor

 Ever since the Writer’s Guild 
of America (WGA) went on strike 
on November 5, 2007, a viral 
syndication limbo has been leaking 
through television sets across the 
country. For now, great shows 
like “30 Rock” and “The Office,” 
have ceased to exist; in their place, 
reality shows dominate prime time 
and viewers are assaulted with 
the unholy melody of “American 
Idol.” So in the middle of this 
“catastrophe,” which ended last 
week, but won’t effect the tube 
until sometime in mid-April, it’s 
refreshing to see something that 
isn’t a repeat, reality or Conan’s 
red beard. To put it simply, it’s 
fantastic to have “The Wire” 
back. Before continuing, I think I 
should share that “The Wire” is my 
favorite show, on the air (followed 
by “Arrested Development” and 

“The Sopranos,” respectively). 
 The setting, as always, is Balti-
more’s inner city; the war on 
drugs continues to no avail, the 
school system (notably Tilghman 
Middle School) lays in ruins, and 
the politics are more ambiguous 
than ever. Officer Jimmy McNulty 
(Dominic West), television’s finest 
anti-hero, has retired from being a 
self-proclaimed “family man” and 
rejoined homicide investigation. 
On the streets, Marlo Stanfield 
(Jamie Hector) continues to run the 
game with an iron fist, making sure 
that on the corners of Baltimore, no 
child is left behind. As we enter the 
fifth, and final, season of HBO’s 
“The Wire,” the most enjoyable 
part is catching up with “golden 
oldies”—Carcetti, Bubs, and my 
personal favorite, Omar.
 After eight episodes, us 
“wireheads” have suffered some 
irrevocable damages in the form 
of character departures. I won’t 

give anything away to people who 
are unfamiliar with the series, 
but I will say this: If you’re new 
to “The Wire,” I would strongly 
recommend starting with the first 
season, in order to coast on the 
multiple nuances the show has 
to offer. I’m anxious to see how 
McNulty and Lester’s fabricated 
serial killer comes to fruition, 
and I’m counting the seconds 
before Scott Templeton gets his 
comeuppance at the Baltimore Sun. 
(A side note/spoiler: I truly love 
how Senator Clay Davis beat his 
financial fraud charges and got off 
scot-free). 
 At the end of the third season, 
as the Barksdale regime came to a 
deliriously satisfying conclusion, 
I was worried that “The Wire” 
would jump the shark. I was all 
too happy to watch the fourth, and 
best, season become a monumental 
television event. Who am I kid-
ding? No one watched as the 

best series (ever) on television 
sky-rocketed in quality and 
audacity. I can’t think of another 
show that keeps getting better 
with each new season. I attribute 
“The Wire’s” brilliance to its 
accessibility of connection, its 
incandescent human touch. I’m not 
knocking escapism—I relish the 
guilty pleasure L.A. has spun to 
rejuvenate “Nip/Tuck” and I can’t 
wait to see who was in that coffin 
when “Lost” decides to reveal 
it—but the essential experience 
of television, and movies for that 
matter, lies in its ability to reflect 
the poetry of the day-to-day back 
to us. For my money, I can’t think 
of a better rhyme scheme than that 
of “The Wire.” 

Series: A+, 
Season: A 

jfarmer@ferrum.edu
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Sports

Men lose to Greensboro; drop to 2nd behind Methodist
Jon Wilson
Staff writer

The men’s basketball team is 
currently 12-11 overall, and 6-4 in 
conference play, with two games 
left to play in the regular season at 
press time for this issue.  

Over the last two weeks, the 
team has a 2-2 record and has had 
some interesting games over that 
time period.  

On Feb. 12 at home, the Pan-
thers faced Greensboro College.   

the standings, a half game behind 
Methodist University. 

At press time, the Panthers 
were scheduled to return to action 
Tuesday, Feb. 19, traveling to 
Winchester, Va., to take on USA 
South opponent Shenandoah 
University.

jwilson@ferrum.edu

Gary Holden
Sports Information Director

 The Panthers needed a big 
second half and they got it, 
downing Mary Baldwin College 
59-56 in USA South women’s 
basketball action Feb. 17 at home.
 Ferrum (13-9, 11-4 USA South) 
trailed by 13 points in the first half, 
21-8 with 5:53 remaining, before 
going on a 13-7 run to close out the 
half down 28-21.
 The Panthers took their first 
lead at the 11:28 mark of the 
second half, courtesy of a pair of 
free throws by freshman Brittney 
Bullock.  From there, the lead 

Women post 59-56 win over Mary Baldwin
changed hands four times before 
Ferrum could put the game away.
 Senior Candice Jackson led 
Ferrum with 11 points.  She added 
five rebounds, two steals and a 
blocked shot.  Junior Miranda 
Carrasco and sophomore Tonya 
Wright had 10 points each.
  Jennifer Dobson led Mary 
Baldwin (8-13, 5-10) with 20 
points on 4-10 shooting.  Dobson 
was 12-13 from the line and had 
eight rebounds.  Jessica Carter had 
15 points, while Christie Hamilton 
had 10 points.  Kara Hawkins had 
a game-high 13 rebounds.
 The two teams were even 
in rebounding with 45 each 

and committed a combined 48 
turnovers--26 for Mary Baldwin, 22 
for Ferrum. The Panthers return to 
action Feb. 22 at home against USA 
South opponent Peace College at 6 
p.m.  The Panthers then host North 
Carolina Wesleyan College Feb. 
23 in another USA South contest, 
starting at 2 p.m. and followed 
immediately by the men’s game.

Photo courtesy of  the Ferrum 
College  Sports Information 
Department
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Led by sophomore Keith Crump’s 
38-point performance, Ferrum 
pulled out an 81-80 win in triple 
overtime to win in USA South 
Athletic Conference men’s 
basketball action.  The Panthers 
had position at the end of each 
period but could not manage to 
get a shot to fall, until the third 
overtime, when they pulled away 
and maintained a lead to get the 
victory.  

In the Greensboro game, 
Derrick Mitchell also added his 

13th double-double in that game; 
he’s current averaging 12.3 points 
per game and 10.2 boards per 
game. He also earned another 
Rookie of the Week honor, giving 
him five for the season.  

The Panthers were in action 
Sat., Feb. 15 against Christopher 
Newport University, coming up 
short, 64-71.Mitchell picked up 
another double-double, scoring 21 
points and 21 rebounds.  

This loss drops the Panthers 
(12-11, 6-4) into second place in 

Candice Jackson led Ferrum win 
with 11 points.
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