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Ferrum College student Yuji 
Hairston may not consider himself 
a hero; however, his acts on Oct. 26 
prove otherwise.  

It was on this morning that Hair-
ston, like many other students, was 
preparing to leave for class. Sud-
denly he heard an explosion. As 
he glanced around the back of his 
house, he could see the white wisps 
of smoke emerging from the roof and 
windows of a neighbor’s home. 

“It took me forever to find my 
shoes,” Hairston comically replies 
as he remembers the urgency he felt 
to get to the house. 

When he arrived at the home he 
spoke briefly to the neighbor, assum-
ing she was a resident. Although she 
assured him that no one was home, 
Hairston did not feel secure with her 
statements and decided to enter the 
home and search. 

Hairston says fear and hesita-
tion never entered his mind. His 
eight years of training in the Marine 
Corps, four year participation in the 
program CBIRF (Chemical Biologi-
cal Incident Response Force), and 
seven months served in Iraq prepared 
him for such tasks. 

As he entered the house, the 
interior was still visible. Using his 
training as a former marine, Hairston 
began to perform a right-hand search 
in order to scan the surroundings. He 
stumbled upon Mary Turner lying on 
the floor in her bedroom. 

Hairston commented that after her 
initial fright and fear that “Sasquatch 
has come to take me into the woods,” 
he was finally able to convince Mrs. 
Turner to escape to safety. Mrs. 
Turner informed Hairston that her 
husband remanded inside, and, after 
being unable to get to the basement 
from the inside, Hairston ran to the 
outside door leading to the base-
ment.

Despite warning from the other 
firefighters and public safety offi-
cials already on the scene, Hairston 
entered the home through the base-
ment. All the surrounding screens 
and windows had been blown out 

due to the explosion allowing Hair-
ston to see inside the basement.  

As he yelled in hopes of response, 
Hairston saw Mr. Turner emerge 
from the heavy black smoke and 
orange fiery flames. Twisting at the 
door knob, Hairston realized the 
deadbolt on the door was locked 
from both the inside and outside. 
Without a moment of hesitation he 
kicked out the mid section of the 
door, leaving the frame intact. He 
quickly entered the basement and 
began to go toward Mr. Turner who 
was trying effortlessly to save his 
possessions from the fire. After urg-
ing Mr. Turner to leave his belong-

ings and get to safety, Hairston was 
able to aid Mr. Turner in escaping. 
Mr. Turner’s injuries seemed minor 
at first, but he was taken to the hos-
pital with severe burns on his hand 
and charred lungs.  

Fortunately, this couple of Rocky 
Mount emerged from their home 
safely due to the quick response of 
Hairston Hairston. He serves not 
only as an inspiration to the students 
of Ferrum College, but also to the 
citizens of Rocky Mount. When 
asked if he feels like a hero, however, 
Hairston merely replies, “No, I was 
only doing my job.”     

ahale@ferrum.edu

Moore Hall dedicated in memory of R. Stuart Moore
Press Release

The Board of Trustees, along 
with college president Dr. Jennifer 
Braaten and distinguished guests, 
held a dedication ceremony at the 
entrance of Moore Hall, the college’s 
newest state-of-the-art residence 
hall, at 12:45 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
2.  The building is named in memory 
of R. Stuart Moore, a former trustee 
and one of Ferrum’s most generous 
benefactors. 

Moore, who felt a need to help 
students who did not have the fi-
nancial means for a college educa-
tion, left a gift of $7.75 million to 
Ferrum College when he died in 
1992.  The gift, one of the largest 
in the college’s history, helped set 
up two independent trusts that fund 

endowments for scholarships and op-
erating costs.  Moore also donated his 
extensive art collection to Ferrum.  
The collection, consisting of 117 
paintings that Moore collected over 
his lifetime, can be seen in both the 
college president’s home and John 
Wesley Hall. 

Jane Stogner, a former art profes-
sor at Ferrum College, remembers 
Moore fondly and is thrilled the 
college decided to honor him in this 
way.   “He believed in the mission of 
the college and his passion in life was 
collecting art.”  Stogner says.  “I al-
ways had my students go over to the 
president’s home and John Wesley 
Hall to see his collection and under-
stand the background. I truly believe 
that his generous gift enriched the 
lives of both our students and com-

munity because they are surrounded 
by beautiful art every day.”

Moore was president and chief 
executive officer of The Lane Co., 
a furniture manufacturer.  He did 
not attend Ferrum; however, his 
mother believed in the college 
and its mission.  She sold baked 
goods at church to raise money for 
students who attended the origi-
nal Ferrum Training School. Lisa 
Bowling, director of development 
at Ferrum College says, “While a 
savvy businessman driven by suc-
cess, Stuart Moore was inspired by 
beauty, creativity, and people.  Just 
as his company took raw wood and 
formed treasures of lasting value, 
his philanthropy has transformed 
lives and created a human legacy 
that has enriched our communities 

and Commonwealth, as well as 
generations to come.  Moore Hall 
pays tribute to a leader who literally 
and figuratively changed the face of 
Ferrum College.”

Construction of Moore Hall began 
in January 2007 and was completed 
in only 8 months. It features 12 fully 
furnished apartments, each with 4 
bedrooms, two baths, and a common 
area with kitchenette.  It is a twin to 
Arthur Hall, which was completed in 
2006.  These two buildings, located 
in the center of the campus, represent 
the final phase of FerrumPLUS!, the 
college’s most ambitious construc-
tion and renovation project in 50 
years. 

nfaunce@ferrum.edu

Photo courtesy of Ferrum Dispatch
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On Nov. 1, Ferrum College 
held “A Day of Remembrance 
and Promise” with the theme of 
“Remembering the Gifted Among 
Us.” A special ceremony was held 
to honor the life of Professor Liviu 
Librescu, who was one of the many 
casualties of the massacre that oc-
curred on Virgin-
ia Tech’s cam-
pus on April 16, 
2007. Students 
and faculty sur-
rounded the Ho-
locaust Garden 
as a dwarf nan-
dina plant and 
bronze plaque 
were dedicated 
in memory of 
Librescu’s selfless acts.

Like many others, Librescu, 
who was a Holocaust survivor, lost 
his life on that tragic day. Hear-
ing the sound of the firing gun, he 
summoned his students to escape 
through the window while he used 
his own body as a shield, pressing 
firmly against the door.

Librescu received five gunshot 
wounds. The fatal one penetrated 
his brain.

George Loveland, associate pro-
fessor of library science, reflected 
on the acts of Librescu by acknowl-
edging that although Librescu 

could have been transformed into 
a bitter man after undergoing the 
horrendous experiences of the 
Nazi work camps, he  “chose light 
instead of darkness.” 

Librescu is a firm example of 
Ferrum’s motto: “Not Self, But 
Others.” The conclusion of Love-
land’s dedication was followed by 
a moment of silence, prayer, and a 
candlelight walk to Franklin Hall. 

 The remainder of the event 
was held in the 
Pan the r ’s  Den 
of Franklin Hall. 
There, artist and 
Holocaust survi-
vor Mark Strauss 
spoke upon the 
horrors of the Ho-
locaust. He reiter-
ated the idea that 
although much is 
known about the 

statistics of World War II, the 
memories of the Holocaust should 
be “suffering, not statistics.”

He spoke briefly about his per-
sonal memories, for even the re-
telling of such tales brought back  
pain and agony. As the presentation 
came to a close, Strauss encouraged 
all attending to snuff out the power 
of evil doers.

“The Holocaust did not have 
to happen,” Strauss said. “If only 
someone would have spoken up.”

ahale@ferrum.edu
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Survivor Mark Strauss spoke to members of the Ferrum community about his 
experiences in the Holocaust.  

Ashley Hale
Staff Writer

Ferrum College is proud to 
announce that Dave Newcombe, 
Director of Student Leadership 
and Engagement, has been se-
lected to receive the 2007 Vir-
ginia Pioneer Award.  Newcombe 
will be presented the award dur-
ing the Annual Virginia Student 
Services Conference at Winter-
green Resort on Nov. 15.     
     The award is designed to honor 
those professionals who have helped 
build, develop, and grow the profes-
sion of Virginia Student Services 
within the state of Virginia. New-
combe says, “This is totally unex-
pected and I am truly surprised and 
humbled by this award.  I am not 
only honored, but I share this with 
Ferrum College which has sup-
ported me in my professional de-
velopment endeavors for 21 years.”  
    The winner is nominated and 
selected by the Virginia Student 
Services Conference Commit-
tee, which is made up of Student 
Affairs professionals in the state.  
The criteria for this award include: 
over 15 years of service, exemplary 
leadership, state-wide contribu-
tions, commitment to the field of 
student services, and demonstrated 
mentorship.  Angela M. Jackson, 
associate director of off-campus 
living and entertainment chair of 
Virginia Student Services Confer-
ence says, “We are very excited to 
extend this award to Dave.  He is 
very deserving, and his work within 
Student Services and the state of 
Virginia have been, and I’m sure 
will continue to be outstanding.” 
    Dave Newcombe’s career in 

higher education has spanned 30 
years. In 1986 Newcombe an-
swered the call for a director of 
residence life position at Ferrum, 
and 21 years later he is still serving 
the institution. In 1989 Newcombe 
was appointed dean of student af-
fairs. Over the years Newcombe 
has worn many hats supervising 
various areas during his tenure 
as dean of students: residence 
education, judicial affairs, coun-
seling, career services,experiential 
learning, first year experience and 
student leadership and activities.  
    In 2005 Newcombe was ap-
pointed Director of Student Lead-
ership and Engagement, which 
incorporates Student Leadership, 
Activities, and Intramurals and the 
Gateway Program for new students. 
      The Pioneer Award recipients are 
notified ahead of time, advertised 
on the conference website, and 
asked to prepare a 15-20-minute 
reflection on the progress of Vir-
ginia Student Services during their 
professional tenure.  The reflection 
speech will take place during the 
banquet on Nov. 15.

Newcombe selected for pioneer award
Press Release

Photo courtesy of Public Relations Office

Dave Newcombe.

Day of Remembrance 
and Promise honors 

Holocaust victims

Mark Strauss, survivor

"The Holocaust did
 not have to happen. 

If only someone 
would have spoken 

up."

Alcohol awareness program
As part of alcohol awareness month, community advisor Lindsay Jones 
took residents of Village East to the ropes course.  Each resident was 
required to wear drunk goggles on the course to show them the impair-
ment alcohol can cause.  
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by Abbie Ardis

What is your record number of text messages and phone minutes?  
Have you ever gone over your plan? If so, how much did it cost?

Allen Robinson
“700 text, 2,100 minutes.  I have 
free text messaging, so I’ve never 

gone over.”

Chris Vance
“2,000 texts and 600 minutes.  I’ve 

never been over.”

Billy Rhodes
“5,000 text and 2,500 minutes.  I’ve 

been over and it cost $100.”

Luke Hazel
“15 texts and 2,400 minutes..  I’ve 

never gone over.”

Dana Puckett
“5,000 text a month and 250 mi-

untes.  I’ve gone $300 over.”

Jessica Balcom
“Over 2,000 texts a day.  I was over 
by $100, so that was reason to ger 

unlimited text.”

Letter to the Editor
The format of the Ferrum Forum does not lend 

itself to well-thought out and nuanced positions to the 
question of the week. The responses to the question of 
October 29 cry out for a response, however. If we follow 
the reasoning of those respondents, the curriculum of 
Ferrum’s liberal arts core will be eviscerated. Students 
who don’t like math and find it a difficult subject will 
want the math requirement removed. Students who 
major in a non-scientific discipline will want to make 
the science requirement optional because they see no 
need to know about science as an English or Business 
major. How can we require students to take a literature 
class when there is such diversity in what students like 
to read? Some students like detective novels; others read 
romance novels; another student enjoys poetry, and there 
may even be those students who never bother to read a 
book. And while we are excising the curriculum, English 
composition should be removed as a requirement as 
well. Why force English on people when they use a 
wide diversity of English language depending upon 
their geographical location, social or economic status, 
educational level, and ethnic origin (to mention just a 
few variables)?

More troubling to me than the logic of the respondents, 
however, is what seems to be the underlying assumption 
of both the question and the respondents: that the study 
of religion – and more specifically, the study of the Bible 
– has no value in a liberal arts education. In a recent book 
(“Religious Literacy. What Every American Needs to 
Know – and Doesn’t,” 2007), Boston University Religion 
Professor Stephen Prothero provides examples from a 
wide variety of recent scientific surveys about knowledge 
of the Bible by Americans, and he characterizes the 
results as “sobering.” Here are some samples:

•50 percent of American adults can’t name even one 
of the four gospels

•Only one third of Americans know that Jesus (and 
not Billy Graham) delivered the Sermon on the Mount

•12percent of Americans think that Joan of Arc was 
Noah’s wife

•Only 44percent of Americans who identify 
themselves as born-again believers could identify the 
saying “Blessed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven” as from the Sermon on the Mount 
(against 37percent of a broader group – evidently those 
who are religious are only slightly more biblically literate 
than others)

•Most Americans cannot name the first book in the 
Bible.

What difference does it make if Americans have 
little acquaintance with the Bible, you might ask (and 
ignorance about other religions such as Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and Islam is even greater)? Such biblical 
amnesia cuts Americans off from much of the cultural 
memory and heritage of our western tradition. Consider 
how often artists, poets, and novelists have drawn upon 
the biblical tradition, either directly or indirectly, for 
inspiration for their creative works. Moreover, the Bible 
frequently plays an important role in public policy and 
ethical debates – appeals to Scripture on both sides of an 
issue are made in discussions about teaching evolution in 
schools, same-sex marriages, death penalty, and abortion, 
to name just a few recent hot-button issues. Students 
with some knowledge of the Bible and the principles of 
biblical interpretation will be in a much better position 
to follow the arguments and make informed decisions 
on topics for themselves. In short, a class in the Bible 
contributes to the formation of not only a person who is 

more well-rounded intellectually but also a better citizen. 
I would argue that Ferrum’s requirement in religion and 
philosophy as part of students’ liberal arts core education 
is one of the value-added benefits of coming to this 
college.

In every case, the responses in the Ferrum Forum 
about Ferrum’s Bible requirement seemed to equate the 
course requirement with an interest in proselytizing for 
the faith. While students who are members of Jewish 
or Christian faith communities might find the academic 
study of the Bible to be personally enriching (this was 
certainly my experience when I took religion classes in 
college), students need not worry that they will be assessed 
on whether or not they become better Christians as a 
result of the class or personally subscribe to a particular 
doctrinal position favored by the professor. The study of 
the Bible at Ferrum calls for examination, analysis, and 
understanding, not proselytism. That is not to say that 
the study of the Bible (and religion or philosophy more 
generally) yields neutral responses. Like all significant 
study in the humanities, serious engagement with the 
great legacies of human creativity and experiences of the 
transcendent, whether they be explicitly religious or not, 
can be life-changing. 

Most of the students who responded have not been 
students in my class. If they haven’t already fulfilled the 
Bible requirement with a religion or philosophy class, 
I invite them to take one of our classes next semester. 
And if you’ve already fulfilled your Bible requirement, 
take my Special Topics class in the spring (Rel 207) on 
Religion and Public Life to explore the roles religion 
plays in politics and public policy. I look forward to 
seeing you next semester.

-David B. Howell, Associate Professor of Religion
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Editorial
Last Ditch Effort

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

My best friend, someone I’ve 
known and grown up with since first 
grade (I’m a senior now at Ferrum), is 
leaving to pursue her dreams in a few 
weeks. I am extremely excited that she 
has come upon such an opportunity 
to help her toward her future career, 
however, I am greatly upset that she 
will be leaving for a while. She is, after 
all, my best friend.

I came back to Ferrum Halloween 
night around 11:15 p.m. after dropping 
her off in Rocky Mount. She’d met me 
halfway from her home to visit with 
me. We spent time talking and went to 
the Haunted Forest, but she had a court 
appointment early in the morning in 

Roanoke, and she needed to be driven 
back. I took her back to her car and 
said good-bye. I knew I might only see 
her once or twice more before she left 
town. I was upset on the way home.

So, as I pulled into the back 
Chapman lot, I was sad. I saw the 
Ferrum College police vehicle behind 
a truck. Cat Trovato was there, still in 
her Halloween dress after the Haunted 
Forest. So were the cops. They 
were all helping with the Halloween 
decorations. 

As I passed them, walking to the 
door, I didn’t pay much attention (Cops 
inside and around the dorms are a fairly 
normal sight). I unlocked the Chapman 
door. Cat was behind me, so I was going 

to hold the door for her anyway, but 
she asked if I would hold the door, and 
I answered, “Sure.” She carried her big 
bin of decorations inside to the storage 
room inside the Chapman hallway. 
Officer Wooldridge followed. Except 
when he walked by with his bin, he 
said, “Smile. Everything will be okay,” 
with a smirk. Another officer followed 
him inside to the storage room.

I have had police officers make rude 
comments to me before. I just closed 
the door, and walked to my room, 
the opposite direction of Cat and the 
officers. But, as I walked, I wondered 
why it was okay for a cop, a public 
servant, to make such a comment to me. 
It wasn’t right or okay. I turned around 
and asked him, “What did you say?” 
He repeated his comment, very sure of 
what he said, repeating it in its entirety, 
with an explanation- something like, 
“You weren’t smiling.” That’s what 
I thought. I told him, “Thank you.” 
Probably not the nicest “thank you” 
I’ve ever given. I was surprised that 
he had repeated that, to be honest. I 
turned to my door and walked. As I 
was unlocking my door, he said, “Glad 
to be of service.” 

Shocked and flustered, I entered 
my room, got a scrap of paper and a 
Crayola blue marker, and left for the 
hallway again. “What is your name?” 
He asked for me to repeat myself. 
“What is your name?” He responded, 
“Officer Wooldridge.” I checked to 
make sure I’d gotten it right and wrote 
it down.

And that brings me here, typing a 
“Letter to the Editor.” I am writing out 
of frustration and shock that a police 
officer, hired to serve the community, 
would harass the community he is 
hired to serve.

Please understand that I am very 
appreciative of any stranger that 
would be so compassionate that he or 
she would express concern over my 
frown, enough to wish that my night 
was better, that my situation would 
improve, and would hope that I would 
have something pleasant cross my way 
soon. However, “Smile. Everything 
will be okay,” from someone with 
an arrogant tone and a smirk, later 
stating, “Glad I could be of service,” 
is not the type of compassion from a 
stranger that I find able to be worthy of 
appreciation.

I am shocked, puzzled, and in 
disbelief that a police officer, in police 
uniform, in the presence of another 
police officer, and a Ferrum College staff 
could find his comments appropriate. I 
find it very difficult to accept that this 
police officer, Officer Wooldridge, 
would think that his statements would 
be accepted by that fellow officer and 
that staff member as anything but 
unprofessional and certainly means 
of questioning the ability of such a 
police officer to serve his community 
as an honorable servant. What would 
a police officer, a community servant, 
like Officer Wooldridge, who finds 
rude, inappropriate statements like 
the above say to me if we were alone 
in the same situation if he would say 
such things in the presence of his peer 
officer and a Ferrum staff member? 

I can only imagine that this officer 
must feel safe in saying such things, 
holding himself the way that he did  
in my presence. I do not blame him. 
I am sure that I could have gotten 
into trouble, my word against his, by 
questioning a police officer. It doesn’t 
seem fair, but I’m sure that I could 
have.

This is not the first time a police 
officer has been rude to me with 
no explanation. However, that does 
not make such police interactions 
with members of the community 
right. Certainly they should not be 
something that should be normal, to-
be-expected, or in danger of being an 
every-interaction-between-officer-and-
community-member occurrence. 

I hope that Officer Wooldridge 
improves his negative conversational 
attitude with the community. It would 
be unfortunate for Officer Wooldridge 
and other officers to get a bad reputation 
(if you can say they do not have one 
already) due to such unexplained, 
unprovoked rude interactions with 
community members.

I encourage students, faculty, and 
staff to let others know when officers 
are rude, even if it means writing 
a “Letter to the Editor.” It is a very 
important step to letting those rude 
police officers know that they cannot 
be approved of as long as they continue 
such rude interactions. 

In support of true police officers,
Jacqueline Andrusky
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Student 
Activities
Calendar

Monday, November 12

4 p.m.      Seminar of Finance 
     Beckham 202
5 p.m.      Accounting Club       
     Meeting
     Beckham Conference  
     Room
5:30 p.m. Political Science   
                Meeting
                Grousbeck
7 p.m.       The Church 
      Vaughn Chapel
8 p.m.      SGA Meeting
     SLEO 
8:15 p.m. Religious Study
     Light House
  
Tuesday, November 13

11 a.m .      Army National Guard 
       Recruitment
6:30 p.m.   Fall International   
       Week, Event One:
       “The Killing Fields”;    
                  commentary by Dr. 
                  Richard Smith
8 p.m.        Sex Olympics  
                  Bassett
  
Wednesday, November 14
 
4 p.m.  Fall International Week 
 Event Two
 Mr. David Maxey, an   
 Immigration Counselor  
 with the Roanoke Refugee  
 and Immigration Services
7 p.m.  Senate Meeting 
 Grousbeck 101
             InterFaith Service
   Vaughn Chapel
8 p.m.  Paul Plays It All
 Panther’s Den   
Thursday, November 15

4 p.m. Big Buddy /Little Buddy
 Fitness Center
8:30 p.m. Bible Study
    Franklin Hall Conference Room 

Friday, November 16-  Sunday 
November 25

Thanksgiving Break Begins at the 
end of classes on Friday and ends 
when dorms reopen on Sunday, 
Nov. 25 
Classes Resume on Monday

Katie Porter 
Photography Editor

 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) 

is the name given to a group of 
viruses that includes over a 100 
different strains or types. According 
to the National Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s Web site,  
more than 30 of these viruses  are 
sexually transmitted.

Most people that contract some 
form of HPV have no symptoms, and 
the infection will clear on its own.  
For others, a high-risk form of HPV 
may develop, causing abnormal pap 
tests or cervical cancer.  

About 20 million people are 
infected with HPV, according to 
the CDC. With this disease on the 
rise, and with an outcome as scary 
as cancer, one could only hope for 
something to be done to help control 
this disease. 

Gardasil, a vaccine created 
by Merck and Company and 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration, hit the market in 
2006. According to the Gardasil 
Web site, this is the first vaccine 
that may help guard against most 

diseases that are caused by HPV.  It 
helps guard against HPV types 6, 
11, 16, and 18.  

 Linda Handy, a nurse at the 
Ferrum Community Health Center, 
said, “The Gardasil vaccine is 
available at the Ferrum Community 
Health Center, but only to patients 
age 18 and younger at this time.”  

The same age restriction applies 
at the Franklin County Health 
Department because, public health 
nurse says, 18 and younger is “the 
recommended age.” 

However, the Gardasil Web site 
says differently.  

Under the section called “Who 
should receive Gardasil?” on 
the Gardasil Web site, it says the 
vaccine is for girls and women ages 
nine to 26.

  According to Merck, the 
Gardasil vaccine should not replace 
regular pap screening tests. The 
company wants individuals to get 
the vaccine before they become 
sexually active.  

  The vaccine is administered in 
three shots over six months.  

 kporter@ferrum.edu

Health Watch
Is there really a 

vaccine for cancer?

Monday, November 26

4 p.m.      Seminar of Finance 
     Beckham 202
5 p.m.      Accounting Club       
     Meeting
     Beckham Conference  
     Room
5:30 p.m. Political Science   
                 Meeting
                 Grousbeck
7 p.m.       The Church 
      Vaughn Chapel
      MCAT/GRE Prep
      Panther’s Den
8 p.m.      SGA Meeting
     SLEO 
8:15 p.m. Religious Study
      Light House

Tuesday, November 27

11 a.m .      Army National Guard 
        Recruitment
7:30 p.m.    Relay For Life Kick  
         Off
         Panther’s Den

Wednesday, Novemeber 28

4 p.m. Performance Portfolio   
      Presentations
      Teacher Education
7 p.m.       Senate Meeting
9 p.m.       Comedian

Thursday, November 29

4 p.m. Big Buddy/ Little Buddy
      Fitness Center
7:30          “Dead Man Walking”
Play admission is $5 for students 
and seniors and $6 for adults from 
outside Ferrum College.
8 p.m.       Coffee House
       Panther’s Den
8:30 p.m. Bible Study
    Franklin Hall Conference Room

Friday, November 30

7:30    “Dead Man Walking”
play admission is $5 for students 
and seniors and $6 for adults from 
outside Ferrum College.
9 p.m.         Karaoke 
                   Panther’s Den

Any events that you would 
like to see on this calender 
please submit to the school’s 
online calender or e-mail 
Aviglietta@ferrum.edu 

Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

With the recent success of 
graphic films such as “Sin City 
and “300,” Hollywood therefore is 
going through A-Z for each one. “30 
Days of Night,” however, is one of 
those films with an original idea, but 
poor execution.  The film wants to 
be something along the vein of “28 
Days Later” and “28 Weeks Later.” 
However in the end I really didn’t 
care.

The film is set in Barrow, Alaska, 
which is the northernmost point 
in the United States. Barrow has a 
large population during the summer 
months, but most people leave when 
the sun goes down for 30 days,  
leaving about 150 hardy souls left in 
the town.

Vampires, led by Marlow (Danny 
Houston), have come to Barrow 
this year to feed on the human 

population. Their attacks are swift 
and rather conventional. The small 
group of survivors, including 
Sheriff Eben (Josh Hartnett) and his 
estranged wife (Melissa George), go 
from place to place to dispatch any 
vampire that will get in their way of 
survival.

Director David Slade clearly had 
the material in this movie to make 
it good. What he does great is make 
these vampires into hardcore killers. 
The sunlight is obviously going to 
kill them. The conventional rules 
probably otherwise wouldn’t apply.

However, what truly doesn’t work 
is the obvious question of where the 
vampires came from. The comic 
book (if anybody read it) devoted 
at least two pages to that subject. 
These characters do incredibly 
stupid things and should be smarter 
than this.

  mrich@ferrum.edu

“30 Days of Night”: 
about 20 days too many
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      This Day in History
        November 12

 

Movie thoughts:
 “American Gangster”

 
Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

Events:
1439: Plymouth, England, becomes 
the first town incorporated by the 
English Parliament
1555: The English Parliament re-
establishes Catholicism 
1793: Jean Sylvain Bailly, the first 
mayor of Paris, is guillotined 
1918: Austria becomes a republic 
1933: Hugh Gray takes the first 
known photos of the Loch Ness 
Monster 
1936: In California, the San 

Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
opens to traffic
1990: Crown Prince Akihito is 
formally installed as Emperor 
Akihito of Japan 
1993: The first Ultimate Fighting 
Championship is held in Denver, 
Colo.
1998: Daimler-Benz completes 
a merger with Chrysler to form 
Daimler-Chrysler

Births:
1615: Richard Baxter, English 
clergyman 
1840: Auguste Rodin, French 
sculptor 

1866: Sun Yat-sen, first president 
of the Republic of China 
1881: Maximilian von Weichs, 
German field marshall 
1898: Leon Stukelj, Slovene 
gymnast 
1917: Jo Stafford, American singer 
1922: Kim Hunter, American 
actress
1930: Ann Flood, American actress
1943: Wallace Shawn, American 
actor and playwright 
1953: Vasilis Karras, Greek singer
 

Deaths :
607: Pope Boniface III

1035: Canute the Great 
1094: King Duncan II of Scotland 
1434: King Louis III of Naples 
1757: Colley Cibber, English poet 
1941: Abe “Kid Twist” Reles, 
American mobster 
1981: William Holden, American 
actor 
1984: Chester Himes, American 
author 

Holiday and Observance :
National Holiday: Birth of Sun 
Yat-Sen (observed in China and 
Taiwan)

Jordan Farmer
Staff Writer

As a critic, there is an inherent, 
and inexplicable, joy preceding the 
release of a film like “American 
Gangster.” The film stars two A-
list actors, Denzel Washington and 
Russell Crowe, and was crafted 
by an A-list director, Ridley 
Scott (“Gladiator,” “Kingdom of 
Heaven”).

Expectations soar with every new 
trailer and television promo, which 
features Jay-Z’s new-age throwback 
“Ain’t No Love.” With any consumer 
product that generates such a high 
pedigree of buzz, there is bound 
to be a certain level of disappoint 
with the end result. I’m happy 
to report that, while “American 
Gangster” doesn’t fully attain its 
intended mythological status, it is 
a contagiously entertaining piece of 
pop-culture filmmaking. 

In the early ’70s, Frank 
Lucas (Denzel Washington), the 
maniacally ruthless Harlem drug 
dealer referred to in the title, was the 
first “gangster” to project himself 
as a self-made CEO. Consciously 
aware of the shifting times, Lucas 
uses the chaos of the Vietnam War 
to purchase mass amounts of uncut 
heroin from drug lords in Thailand. 
His product, it turns out, is being 
shipped into the United States inside 
of the caskets of deceased soldiers.

Back in New York, selling his 
product as “Blue Magic,” Lucas’ 
marketing campaign is eerily 
advantageous: 100% pure, for 
half the price. On the other side 
of the law, Detective Roberts 
(Russell Crowe) is in charge of a 
special investigations unit devoted 
to cleansing the street of drug 

infestation.
The film is divided into two 

parallel sections: Lucas’ rise to 
power and Roberts’ fixation on 
catching him. Lucas’ portion, 
which plays like “The Godfather” 
as directed by Spike Lee, takes far 
too many shortcuts. The directing 
during this particular segment is 
wildly uneven and often unfocused; 
it seems to be riding solely on 
Washington’s performance. On the 
other hand, Roberts’ story is dense, 
structured and tense; think of it as a 
modern-day “French Connection.” 

The two actors are terrific. 
Washington demonstrates his ability 
to make a sociopath charming, as he 
did in the overrated “Training Day.” 
With his cool-headed confidence 
and superfly swagger, Washington 
is the epitome of rough. 

But you already knew that.
Crowe, with his bulldog intensity, 

makes Roberts’ fixation infectious. 
He humanizes Roberts, an incurable 
womanizer, with a heart of gold and 
the honest streak to match. 

Scott, working from a script 
by Steve Zaillan, does his best to 
recreate the ’70s swing, and he 
succeeds, for the most part. The 
cars, the clothes, and the oldies are 
all there, but the time period never 
becomes as vividly alive as it did 
in, say, this year’s “Zodiac.” Scott 
injects his film with so many ideas 
and techniques, it plays like a blend 
of “The Godfather,” “The French 
Connection,” “Apocalypse Now,” 
and “Scarface.” As it is, “American 
Gangster” is based on a true story. I 
just wish Scott had realized that fact 
alone makes it powerful enough.

jfarmer@ferrum.edu

Great American 
Smokeout

Make the pledge and 
be the difference.

Stop smoking!

November 16th 

The Dramatic and Theatre Arts 
Department presents 

Dead Man Walking
 

The performance dates and times are 7:30 p.m. on November 29, 
30 and Dec 1 and 2 p.m. on Dec. 2.  All performances will be in the 

Sale Theatre in Schoolfield Hall. 

For more information please contact Wayne Bowman at 
wbowman@ferrum.edu or 365-4338. 

Admission is $5 for non-Ferrum students and seniors and $6 for 
adults from outside Ferrum College. 

Ferrum College faculty, staff and students are admitted free with 
a valid college I.D. Donations of non-perishable food will also be ac-

cepted for the St. James Center Food Bank.
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Putting the pieces back together-Ferrum College cross country
Amanda Viglietta

Features Editor

With 20 runners, including four 
returning runners and 13 freshmen, 
and going from last place to fourth 
place, this year marks a rebirth in 
Ferrum College’s cross country 
team. 

“Our team goal this year was to 
finish in the top three of our confer-
ence,” says Coach Robert Knotts. 
“All season long this team has 

come together to work hard every 
day in practice to prepare them for 
the USA South Conference Cham-
pionship Race.” 

The year has been an impressive 
improvement over last year, when 
they were in last place all season. 

The USA South Conference 
Championship Race was held at 
Hagan Stone Park in Greensboro, 
N.C. Ferrum’s men’s team finished 
fourth and the women’s team  fin-
ished seventh.

Both teams competed in five 

Roger Keaton, III
 Staff Writer

The women’s basketball team is 
looking for a repeat of last season’s 
regular season, but with a slightly 
different postseason result.

Last year, the team went 21-7, 
having the best season in school his-
tory. But while they were the regu-
lar season champions, the team lost 
in the conference finals. The USA 
South coaches have predicted that 
Ferrum will again win the regular 
season. 

Coach Bryan Harvey, in his third 
year coaching at Ferrum, looks for 
this team to be the second in school 
history to advance to the NCAA 
postseason. He says he feels that 

the uptempo style of play that he 
instructs helps the team to wear op-
ponents down. He also says he feels 
that his team is deeper than most 
teams that it will play, and the ad-
vantage will swing to Ferrum’s side 
in the second half.

Playing this uptempo style, 
Ferrum finished in the top 10 in 
the country in 2006-07 in scoring 
offense. While Harvey admits that 
this team needs to improve on de-
fense and be tougher in the half 
court, he says that they are great at 
forcing turnovers.

Harvey says that losing twins 
Shanita and Quanita Bennett, Aline 
Alzime, and Beth Gardner will 
hurt, but returning and new play-
ers should be able to fill those roles. 
Alzime will be tough to replace as 

she was a three-time conference 
honored player and finished as 
the third all-time leading scorer in 
school history. 

Losing the starting one, two, and 
three positions from a team that 
plays an uptempo style normally 
would not cause a coach to exude 
confidence in the manner that Har-
vey does, but he says he feels that 
his returners and newcomers will 
allow this team to continue its suc-
cess.

Senior post Ali Davenport was 
first team all-conference last season 
and sophomore Tonya Wright was 
freshman of the year in the USA 
South. The two are expected to be 
strong contributors for Ferrum this 
season. Freshman Kierra Parker 
and sophomore Miranda Carrasco 

are probable replacements for the 
Bennett twins, and junior Caprice 
Laws, who was a part-time starter 
last season, will be starting in place 
of Alzime.

Senior Charde Evans, who start-
ed two years ago and opted against 
playing last season, is expected to 
be one of the top reserves, along 
with freshman post player Brit-
tany Bullock and freshman point 
guard Rachel Dall. Senior Tiesha 
Terry has been named a captain for 
the upcoming season. Harvey calls 
sophomore Shawnese (NeNe) Park-
er the most improved player since 
last season, due to what he calls her 
“diligent offseason work.”

The women's team opens its sea-
son on Nov. 16.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

races before the USA South Confer-
ence Championship Race. Women 
ran a 5k (3 miles) and men ran an 
8K (5 miles) race. At press time, 
both the women’s and men’s teams 
were scheduled to travell to Wil-
liam and Mary to run in the South 
Regional Race on Nov.10.

Roberto Aramayo, Michelle Ay-
ers, Mills Babb, Chris Cheshire, 
Anne Curry, Gary Dunnington, Tif-
fany Garnett, Joshua Horan, Mela-
nie Justis, Hanna Martin, Samantha 
Naff, Allan Robinson, and Peyton 

Yeatts will be representing Ferrum 
College at William and Mary.

This past week, the USA South 
Athletic Conference named its win-
ners of the Sportsmanship Award 
and Ferrum's Hannah Martin and 
Richard Simpson were recognized. 

aviglietta@ferrum.edu

 Roger Keaton, III
 Staff Writer

Corinne Musanti, a senior cen-
ter-midfielder on the women’s 
soccer team from St. John Villa 
in Staten Island, N.Y., led Ferrum 
to its first winning record in con-
ference this past season. You may 
wonder how someone from New 
York would end up at Ferrum. The 
opportunity to play soccer is how. 
Musanti knew previous coach Ce-
lia Mosier, who left Ferrum before 
this season to take another job. 

Musanti earned Honorable Men-
tion All-Conference honors her first 
three years playing for Ferrum and 
broke through this year with Sec-
ond Team All-Conference honors 
and was the only Ferrum player to 
be on the USA South All-Tourna-
ment team. Musanti says her best 
athletic memory at Ferrum was 
this past season, having the first 
winning season in conference in 
school history and having scored 
eight goals this year. Musanti was 
also a captain on the soccer team, 
as she is for the lacrosse team, a 
sport that she began playing when 
she came to Ferrum.

Academically, Musanti is a 
physical education major who 

is minoring in teacher education, 
hoping to become an assistant col-
lege coach upon graduation. She 
says she thoroughly enjoyed anato-
my with Dr. Aylesworth, just as the 
most recent Panther Profile, Jes-
sica Walker, did. Musanti says her 
toughest class was exercise physi-
ology because she just could not 
grasp the information, saying that it 
was just “not for me.”

Coming from New York, Mu-
santi loves how Ferrum is “in the 
middle of nowhere” and she “loves 
not being rushed.” She also loves 
Snowball and being with other 
Theta Gamma Omega sorority 
members.  Musanti says she regrets 
nothing that she has done, because 
regrets do not make anything bet-
ter, but also says that she is “not too 
crazy.”

Living in New York during the 
September 11 tragedy, she actually 
saw the second tower fall after a 
friend who had seen the first tow-
er get hit “called everyone over” 
and Musanti witnessed the second 
tower collapse. While no one in her 
family was inside either of the tow-
ers, many of her friends had family  
were either injured or died in the at-
tack. A good friend  named Lauren 
actually lost her father, a firefighter 

who had responded to assist others 
in escaping the building. 

From this disaster, Musanti says 
she learned to not take things for 
granted and to tell people how she 
feels, especially her parents. She 
says the event left her more extro-
verted than introverted, and she is 
now more likely to tell her people, 
especially her parents, that she loves 
them while on the phone.  This at-
titude makes such a difference in all 
of their lives, she said.  

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

Matthew Woods
Staff Writer

The football team lost Saturday, 
Nov. 4  to USA Southern Confer-
ence opponent N.C. Wesleyan in 
Rocky Mount, N.C., 24-17.

Ferrum had numerous chances 
to win the game, but had seven 
costly turnovers (three intercep-
tions and four fumbles), which 
were ultimately too much for the 
Panthers to overcome. With this 
loss, the Panthers are eliminated 
from playoff contention. 

Leading the way for Ferrum 
was Freshman Mike Van with 
125 all-purpose yards (22 rushing 
yards and 103 receiving yards) 
and quarterback Matt Dobson with 
87 rushing yards and 172 passing 
yards. Even though the offense 
seemed to struggle with turnovers, 
the defense stayed strong, only al-
lowing Wesleyan to convert on 
four of its 16 total third downs.

mwoods@ferrum.edu

Women's basketball looks to repeat success - and then some

Football 
loses to 
Wesleyan

Panther Profile: Corrine Musanti

Photo courtesy of Ferrum Athletics
Corinne Musanti.
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