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Hersey named coordinator of Bonner, student leadership

Panther 
Profile:

Perry Ford
Page 7

photo by Katie Porter
Kate Hersey takes the reigns as coordinator of Bonner and student leadership.  

Abbie Ardis
Asst. Copy Editor

The Bonner Program, a service-
based student development program 
for its Ferrum affiliate, was recently 
appointed a new coordinator: Kate 
Hersey. 

Hersey, originally from St. Paul, 
Minn., joins the Ferrum staff all the 
way from Ripon, Wis., where she has 
been serving as a VISTA and work-
ing for Ripon College. 

While in Wisconsin, Hersey 
worked for a program called Volun-
teers in Service to America (VISTA) 
for three years. VISTA is a program 
similar to the Peace Corps, where 
individuals serve as a full-time 
volunteer in order to improve their 
community.

She also held positions as a ser-
vice learning coordinator, the Bon-
ner Program coordinator, and the 
director of community engagement 
at Ripon College. 

Hersey, newly married and new 
to the Franklin County area, says she 
is enjoying herself quite a bit here 
at Ferrum. An outdoors enthusiast, 
she says she is excited to explore 
the community and take advantage 
of the great hiking and outdoor rec-
reation.

As the coordinator for student 
leadership and the Bonner Program, 

Hersey says she is looking forward 
to developing the new student lead-
ership program and strengthening 
the college’s long-standing Bonner 
Program. She says she hopes to bring 
her energy and passion for student 

development into each, nurturing 
them and helping student leaders 
“grow and blossom.”  

Hersey says the student body can 
look forward to new outreach and 
development opportunities in the up-

coming months, and she welcomes 
everyone to come see what great 
things she plans to bring to Ferrum 
College in the future.

aardis@ferrum.edu

Homecoming 2007

photo by Suzie Kelly

Seniors Ali Davenport and Brandon Jackson were crowned
 Homecoming Queen and King during the football game on 

Oct. 12.

Human Services Career 
Fair held Oct. 11

Alyssa W. Walden 
Editor-in-Chief

Ashley Hale 
Staff Writer

The Career Services Office hosted 
a Human Services Career Fair on 
Oct. 10 in the Panther’s Den with 
students having the opportunity 
to mingle with representatives 
f rom var ious  organizat ions . 
   The organizations represented 
at the fair were directed mostly at 
criminal justice and social work 
majors, but others were able to find 
opportunities as well.    
   “All of the many different 
positions that students with Criminal 
Justice and Social Work majors 
can apply for were represented,” 

Rol Walters, director of Career 
Services, said.  “Other majors are 
welcome, as it takes many different 
college majors to run the kinds 
of organizations represented.” 
   Students were able to discuss 
many career opportunities with the 
represented organizations.  Some of 
the organizations involved included 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Franklin County Department 
of Social Services, STEP, Inc., 
and several police departments.   
  In addition to face-to-face 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s 
were able to pick up handouts, 
watch video presentations, and 
participate in logo give-a-ways.   
    In terms of the benefits of attending 
see CAREER page 2
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the career fair, Walters believes 
that it could have a positive impact 
on a student’s future success.   
   "It will hopefully provide the 
students who attended with several 
opportunities depending on the 
needs of the student,” Walters said.   
   "If they needed an internship or 
practicum in their career field they 
may have found it at the fair.  If they 
needed a full time job this would 
be the place to start the process to 
employment.  If they wanted, as 
freshmen and sophomores, to learn 
more about a career field they are 
interested in (in this case Criminal 
Justice and/or Social Work) this was 
a good place to network and ask 
questions.”  

awalden@ferrum.edu 
ahale@ferrum.edu

CAREER from page 1

Photo courtesy of Ferrum Dispatch 
Kevin Lambert browses pamphlets provided by one of the organizations represented at the career fair. 

Press Release

Do you feel overwhelmed by credit card debt?  
Are you currently unable to manage your fi-
nances?  Do you know how healthy your finances 
are? Do you know your credit score and how to 
protect yourself from identity theft?  If you have 
been tossing and turning at night worrying about 
these financial issues and more, the Ferrum Col-
lege SIFE teams wants to help you.

As part of Ferrum College’s theme, Social and 
Economic Justice: Local and Global Connections, 
the Ferrum College SIFE (Students In Free En-
terprise) Team, with assistance from members of 
its Business Advisory Board and business faculty, 

will be offering free seminars every Monday be-
ginning October 8th.  The seminars will be held 
from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. in Beckham Hall Room 
204 on the Ferrum College campus.  They are 
designed to help students and surrounding com-
munity members with various financial issues, 
including loans, budgeting, tax planning, savings 
and budgeting just to name a few.

Dr. Demetri Tsanacas, the SIFE Advisor says, 
“The financial literacy seminars seek to empower 
the participants to successfully make decisions 
about their financial future by exposing them to 
concepts, tools and application techniques ad-
dressing all major areas of financial planning. 
Through their participation in this project, the 

Ferrum College SIFE students are helping to cre-
ate a better financial future for our community.”

For more information on these seminars 
contact Dr. Tsanacas at (540) 365-4318 or 
dtsanacas@ferrum.edu

SIFE is an international non-profit organization 
active on more than 1,400 university campuses 
in 48 countries. SIFE team creates economic op-
portunities in their communities by organizing 
outreach projects that focuses on: market econom-
ics, entrepreneurship, personal financial success 
skills, and business ethics.

nfaunce@ferrum.edu

SIFE team offers financial literacy seminars to students and community 

Administrator and faculty member awarded Fulbright Scholarship Grant
Press Release 

Rol Walters, Director of Career 
Services, and David Sulzen, Asso-
ciate Professor of Accounting, have 
both been awarded prestigious Ful-
bright Scholarship grants during the 
2007-2008 academic year, according 
to the United States Department of 
State and the J. William Fulbright 
Foreign Scholarship Board.

Walters will travel in October to 
be part of a research and develop-
ment project regarding the college 
student employment field in Ger-
many. He is one of five career service 
practitioners from around the country 
who have been chosen to participate 
in this opportunity. Walters will be 
involved in a group seminar on Ger-
man higher education and society 
designed for U.S. university, college 
and community college administra-
tors whose current responsibilities 
have a direct relation to international 
exchanges in higher education. The 
program includes briefings, selected 
government appointments, campus 
visits and cultural events. The group 
will travel to meetings in Berlin and 
other cities in eastern and western 
Germany, and may also travel to a 
neighboring European country. Wal-

ters says, “I have been fortunate to 
have served in three different types 
of institutions over the past 35 years 
in this field, which will allow me to 
be an active participant in this Ful-
bright program.”

Sulzen has been awarded a Ful-
bright Lecture Award to teach for a 
semester in Russia. He left in mid-
August to teach accounting and/or 
finance at the Pskov Polytechnical 
Institute in Pskov, Russia. This is 
Sulzen's second Fulbright award. 
He traveled to the same institution 
in the fall of 1999 where he and his 
wife adopted two young girls from 
Pskov. The older of the two, Zoya, 
will be attending Augsburg Col-
lege in Minneapolis this fall. The 
younger, Marina, will accompany 
Sulzen and his wife and their other 
daughter Jennifer to Pskov this fall. 
Pskov, located near the Estonia 
border, has a population of about 
200,000 people and is a sister city to 
Roanoke. It’s the regional capital of 
the Pskov Oblast (similar to a state in 
the U.S.). It is one of the oldest cities 
in Russia, with center-city walls over 
a thousand years old still standing. 

Walters and Sulzen are two of 
approximately 800 U.S. faculty 
and professionals who will travel 

abroad through the Fulbright Scholar 
Program. Established in 1946 under 
legislation introduced by the late 
Senator J. William Fulbright of Ar-
kansas, the Program’s purpose is to 
build mutual understanding between 
the people of the United States and 
the rest of the world.

    The Fulbright Program, Ameri-
ca’s flagship international education-
al exchange program, is sponsored 
by the United States Department of 
State, Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs. Since its incep-
tion, the Fulbright Program has ex-

changed approximately 273,500 peo-
ple – 102,900 Americans who have 
studied, taught or researched abroad 
and 170,600 students, scholars, and 
teachers from other countries who 
have engaged in similar activities 
in the United States. The program 
operates in over 150 countries world-
wide. Recipients of Fulbright awards 
are selected on the basis of academic 
or professional achievement, as well 
as demonstrated leadership potential 
in their fields.

nfaunce@ferrum.edu
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by Phylicia Garner

How has the cafeteria food changed?  Has the food 
gotten better or worse?

Ryan Prunty

The cafe has gotten better since last 
year.

Perry Ford

Ferrum’s food has gotten better, be-
cause the cafeteria has improved in 

diversity. 

Justin Gibbs

Ferrum’s food has gotten better be-
cause there are more options.

Tabitha Brown

I think the salad bar was an improve-
ment. The cafe has been the scene, 

and added some new things.

Osric Robinson

It’s straight.

Chris Burke

I think that the food could be better.

Sam Catron

People will always complain about 
cafeteria food, but Ferrum is doing 

a good job.

Seantay Ford

I like Oreos, so they need more of 
those, but the food has gotten

 better.

Roland Stephens

I think the cafe food has gotten a 
lot better throughout the past two 

years.
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Editorial
Last Ditch Effort

Batten’ down the hatches: Folklife Festival time is here

“We make a living by what we get.  
We make a life by what we give”

Winston Churchill

The Social Work Club would like to 
thank all those who participated in their 

third annual bowl-a-thon on Oct. 7.

We were able to raise $750.  
All proceeds donated to the United Way.

Thirteen teams participated including 
faculty, staff, and students.

United Way partners in Franklin County include: 
STEP, Inc., Piedmont Community Services, Franklin 
County Family YMCA, Habitat for Humanity, Family 

Services of Franklin County. 

Alyssa W. Walden
Editor-in-Chief

I hate being waken up by  the 
sound of coon dogs barking.

I hate walking onto my college 
campus and being flooded by a 
sea of humanity.

I hate being able to hear three 
different banjos playing three dif-
ferent songs from three different 
stages. 

I hate coming to campus every-
day and having to walk around the 
fences that only mean one thing: 
Folklife Festival time is here.

In just a few days, our campus 
will turn into the central hub of 
everything that is “folksy.”

Adam’s Lake will have dogs 
swimming across it; the lawn in 
front of Bassett Hall will be full 
of old farm machinery, and an-
tique  cars may outnumber the 
current models.

Music and storytelling will 
take their place in the center of 
campus, surrounded by vendors 
selling all sorts of food.

As much as I hate hearing  
dogs, banjos, and flooding, I love 
them all combined together.

The sound is like heaven to my 
ears, a heaven only the Folklife 
Festival can provide.  

My first experience with the 
Folklife Festival occurred my 
freshman year at Ferrum.

I got out of bed way too early 
to await the arrival of my family 
members, who were much more 
excited about the event than I 
was..

Honestly, I did not even want 
to leave my dorm room on that 
day because of all I could see and 
hear happening from my dorm 
room window.  What I saw fright-
ened me beyond belief.  Can you 
imagine thousands of new folks 
walking around campus, explor-
ing it as if it were some mystical 
land?

I wanted no part in it, but my 

mother dragged me kicking and 
screaming.

Once outside, I found that 
the festival wasn’t as bad as I 
thought.

I was fascinated as I looked at 
how life would have been for my 
grandparents and their grandpar-
ents.  

The quilts in the quilting show 
were gorgeous pieces of handi-
work.  

The performers throughout the 
day provided both comic and mu-
sical entertainment.

And the food, you ask? Amaz-
ing.

I beg you.  If you have never 
experienced the Folklife Festival 
before, roll yourself out of bed 
and take a journey back in time.

awalden@ferrum.edu  
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Student 
Activities
Calendar

Monday, October 22

4 p.m. Seminar on Finance :
 Afraid of Financial Check  
 up?
 Beckham 204
5 p.m.   Poli Sci Club Meeting
 Grousbeck Atrium
7 p.m. The CHURCH: Monday  
 Night Praise
 Vaughn Chapel  
 MCAT/GRE Prep
 Garber 204 
8 p.m. SGA Meetings and   
 Executive Meetings
 Franklin Hall
 Open to all:    
 discussion with peers 
8:15 p.m. Religious Study 
  Light House: Please see  
  Thomas James or Wes  
  Astin to get the study  
  book:  “A New Kind of  
  Christian”
 
Tuesday, October 23  

7 p.m.  A.R.T.
 A Trivia game show where  
 students can earn up to  
            $250 in cash prizes
 Panther’s Den
8 p.m.  A Night at the Bar
 Black and Gold Grill
          
  
Wednesday, October 24
 
11 a.m.   Academic Majors Fair
            Panther’s Den 
9 p.m.    Comedian
           Panther’s Den
 
Thursday, October 25

9:30 a.m. Social Entrepreneur 
  Panther’s Den
4 p.m.     Big Buddy Little Buddy
8 p.m.     Coffee House
            Panther’s Den
8:30 p.m.   Bible Study
  Franklin Hall
  
Friday, October 26
  

Saturday, October 27

10 a.m. Folk Life Festival

 

George Clooney, with his sharp 
sensibility and self-aware swinger’s 
charm, has always shared a striking 
resemblance with the infamous 
Cary Grant. For many, Clooney’s 
credibility ends there, merely 
a pretty face of passing fame. 
However, I would have to say that 
I strongly disagree with this claim. 
Clooney is a rare relic, a throwback 
to the forgotten days of Hollywood 
with an unnerving amount of talent, 
the classic example of a great 
movie star. In “Michael Clayton,” 
a dazzling new legal thriller, 
Clooney stars as the title character, 
an in-house “janitor” for the high-
end New York law firm of Kenner, 
Bach & Leeden.

The story centers around a $3 
billion class-action suit in which 
Clayton’s firm is defending U/
North, an agrochemical company 
geared toward the development 
of the future. In the case, U/North 
has manufactured, and knowingly 
developed, a toxic weed killer that 
resulted in the death of several 
hundred people. 

The film opens with Arthur 
Edens (Tom Wilkinson), the firm’s 
premiere litigator and the architect 
of U/North’s defense, furiously 
stripping down in a deposition 
room. It seems that after six years 
(the amount of time the case has 
been hanging in judicial limbo), 
Edens has loosened his grip on 
reality and begun building a case 
against U/North. 

The head of the law firm, Marty 
Bach (Sydney Pollack), enlists 

Clayton to “clean up” Edens’ 
breakdown in order to reassure 
their clients at U/North. As part of 
his duties, Clayton must dispose of 
Eden’s case, which he does with 
stunning proficiency, until he begins 
reading through the evidence. 

Soon thereafter, Clayton begins 
to realize that Edens was on to 
something. Clayton’s quest for 
redemption serves as a catalyst for 
a number of events: a head-spinning 
trip through moral suspension, seedy 
corporate power plays, a botched 
car bombing and one of the most 
horrifically proficient murders ever 
depicted on film. 

In the film’s incendiary final 
scene, Clooney proves, through 
Clayton’s charge for redemption, 
to be much more than an attractive 
face; he verifies himself as one of 
the great movie stars of our time.

In his first outing as a director, 
Tony Gilroy injects every frame with 
a subtle humanity. The inclusion of 
human experience is the magic of 
“Michael Clayton.” Sitting in the 
theater, I often forgot I was watching 
a movie at all. Surely anyone can 
make the case that all films are 
supposed to transport an audience, 
but how often do movies follow 
through on that promise? Like the 
exceptional thrillers preceding it, 
“Michael Clayton” seeps into your 
central nervous system and refuses 
to loosen its grasp. 
 
          jfarmer@ferrum.edu
 

“Michael Clayton”: a 
superior thriller

Tyler Perry’s 
Why Did I 

Get Married? 
Review

Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

Let me just say  that before “Why 
Did I Get Married?,” I had never 
seen a Tyler Perry film. I come to 
this film with an open mind. After 
the success of “Diary of a Mad 
Black Women” and “Madea’s 
Family Reunion,” in which Tyler 
Perry dressed up in drag, people 
took an interest in him.

I didn’t.
Therefore, I found “Why Did I 

Get Married?”  one those films that 
is bizarre to watch – even though it 
may not be all that great, it certainly 
isn’t boring. 

Terry (Perry) and his wife are 
one of four couples from college 
who get away every year for a 
retreat. They all have their own sets 
of problems. Terry’s wife Dianne 
(Sharon Leal) is busy all the time, 
while Terry isn’t.

Patricia (Janet Jackson) is a 
psychologist who acts like Oprah 
most of the time, and her husband 
Gavin (Malik Yoba) doesn’t really 
speak to his wife all that much.

Angela (Tasha Smith) is a salon 
owner with a bad drinking problem 
and her husband Marcus (Michael 
Jai White) is too much of a coward 
to deal with his ex-wife, whom his 
current wife hates.

Mike (Richard T. Jones) spends 
most of the movie hating his wife 
Shelia (Jill Scott) while he brings 
his mistress Trina (Denise Boutte). 
All these couples have secrets that 
they keep from one another. When it 
hits the fan, the most fun happens.

There are several funny scenes 
in this movie that I guess are the 
high points. Some moments feel 
like they’re straight out of “Jerry 
Springer.” The rest of the film 
has Janet Jackson trying to be a 
substitute for Dr. Phil. Most married 
folk in the audience will have a 
good time seeing other people deal 
with these kinds of things.

I have no doubt that Tyler Perry 
knows what he’s doing. I guess 
with the success of his films, we 
will continue to see his work. Look 
for Tyler Perry’s next stage-play-
turned-film “Meet the Browns” 
some time in 2008.

           
          mrich@ferrum.edu

Interested in Getting Involved?

Panther Productions 

Please join us every Sunday at 
8 p.m. 

in Franklin Hall

Our office is located by the back 
doors in Franklin Hall in the Class 

Office.

Jordan A. Farmer
Staff Writer
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     This Day in History October 22
Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

Events 

794:  Emperor Kanmu relocates  
   Japanese capital to   
   Heiankyo (now Kyoto)

1692: Last hanging for   
   witchcraft in the United  
    States 

1746: The College of New  
    Jersey (now Princeton  
    University) receives its  
    charter 

1792: French Revolution:        
    the fi rst Republic is         
    proclaimed 

1836: Sam Houston is      
    inaugurated as the fi rst    
    president of the Republic  
    of Texas

1867: Foundation of the   
   National University of  
   Colombia 

1875: First telegraphic   
   connection in Argentina 

1924: Toastmasters International  
   is founded 

1935: Establishment of the rank  
    of Marshall of the Soviet     
   Union 

1949: Soviet Union detonates its  
   fi rst nuclear bomb 

1953: Laos gains independence
    from France 

1965: End of the Second   
    Kashmir War between  
    India and Pakistan 

Births 

1071: William IX, Duke of  
    Aquitaine 

1197: Emperor Juntoku of Japan 
1688: Nadir Shah of Persia 
1689: King John V of Portugal 
1809: Volney E. Howard,   

    American politician 
1870: Alfred Douglas, English  

   painter of Oscar Wilde 
1887: John Reed, American  

    journalist 
1900: James Hall, American  

   actor 

Deaths 

1383: King Fernando of   
    Portugal 

1847: Sahle Selassie, Negus of  
    Shewa 

1952: Ernst Rudin, Swiss Nazi  
    physician 

1986: Ye Jianying, Chinese  
          general and politician 

Religious Observance 

Abercius of Hieropolis 

        mrich@ferrum.edu

A Night At the Bar
Stir up the week!

Join us in the 
Black and Gold Grill

Tuesday October 23, 2007

Mocktails and Karaoke
8 p.m.

This is a non-alcoholic event, designed to 
encourage alcohol awareness

Bring your friends, your boyfriend, 
your girlfriend, and your roomates.

Ferrum College Homecoming Pep Rally

Photo by Katie Porter

Photo by Alesha Allen

Photo  by Alesha Allen

Halloween Party: Monday, Oct. 29th, Panther’s Den
        Must wear a Costume!
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Homecoming brings with it win for Ferrum football
Brandon Lucas

Sports Editor

A fumble by Methodist College 
in the closing minute of play sealed 
a 21-13 win for the Panthers on Sat-
urday, Oct. 13. 

Freshman Mike Vann and Ju-
nior Ronnie Edwards rushed for 
239 yards combined. In the fourth 
quarter when time was a factor, the 
defense came up big by making 
the Monarchs run six plays inside 
the 5-yard line before being able to 
score.

A 40-yard run by Vann on the 
opening series set the pace for the 
Panthers. The 12-play, 76-yard 
drive was capped by a 5-yard Vann 
touchdown run. At the 8:50 mark of 
the first quarter, Ferrum led 7-0.

Jonathan Mularski took the en-
suing kickoff 33 yards to the Meth-
odist 44-yard line, giving the Mon-
archs good field position. Methodist 
rode the legs of Mike Hill, who car-
ried them to the Ferrum 11-yard 
line. The defense for the Panthers 
stiffened, though, and held the 
Monarchs to a fourth-and-six at the 
7-yard line. Mario Miralles attempt-
ed a 24-yard field goal, but missed 
it wide right and Ferrum retained 
their seven-point lead. 

The two teams traded posses-
sions, and, at least for a little bit, 
both seemed content to play for 
field position. Methodist got the up-
per hand when a Leigh Manley punt 
pinned the Panthers at their own 15-
yard line. T.J. Grzesikowski’s punt 
of 43 yards with no return gave the 
Monarchs excellent field position 
at the Methodist 45 yard-line. Co-
rey McGuire carried the ball four 

times, picking up 24 yards, but the 
key play of the drive was a 30-yard 
completion from Brandon Parks to  
Mularski. McGuire hit pay dirt from 
one yard out with 10:48 remaining 
in the second quarter. After the kick 
from Miralles, the game was tied 7-
7.

Ferrum’s explosive running game 
showed in their next drive. Matt 
Dobson carried 14 yards for a first 
down. On the very next play, Ed-
wards got the call and found some 
daylight, picking up 41 yards down 
to the Methodist 9-yard line. Vann’s 
9-yard touchdown run finished the 
drive. The Panthers went 64 yards 
in three plays and only exhausted 46 
seconds. 

Ferrum would threaten again 
later inside the Methodist 30, but a 
Dobson fumble gave the ball back 
to the Monarchs. Methodist put to-
gether a series that consumed the 
rest of the half, reaching the Ferrum 
36-yard line. A 53-yard field goal 
attempt by Miralles came up short 
and the Panthers took a 14-7 lead 
with them to the half.

The second half started exactly 
the way Ferrum would have liked. 
The Monarchs started out with great 
field position, but a holding penalty 
backed them up. As a result, they 
went three plays and out. Manley’s 
punt was fair, caught by Osric Rob-
inson at the 13, but a personal foul 
penalty on Methodist put the ball on 
the Panthers’ 28. 

On the ensuing possession, Dob-
son gained 40 yards on a quarter-
back keeper to the Monarchs’ 29-
yard line. From there, Matt Lucas 
took the handoff and scampered 29 
yards for the score. Unfortunately, 

the play was called back because of 
a holding penalty. Three plays later, 
Vann pushed his way into the end 
zone from 1 yard out for his third 
score of the game. 

The game went back and forth 
for the last half of the third quarter 
and the start of the fourth quarter. 
Methodist was finally able to mus-
ter some offense, thanks in large 
part to an assortment of different 
plays. When they got inside the 10, 
it was as if they had run into a wall. 
It took the Monarchs seven plays 
to score from the time they reached 
the 6-yard line. They did eventually 
find the end zone on a 1-yard run by 
Orey McGuire. Miralles missed the 
PAT, and the score showed 21-13 in 
favor of the Panthers. 

Head coach Dave Davis made a 
very smart decision to punt the ball 
on fourth down in Monarch terri-
tory because the ball took a Ferrum 
bounce and hit out of bounds at the 
Methodist 4-yard line. Fifty-two 

seconds were left when Method-
ist took over. The first play looked 
like a successful one. Brian Hop-
kins made the catch out around the 
30-yard line, but George Palmer 
stripped him of the ball and Mau-
reik Goode fell on it at the 25-yard 
line. Dobson knelt on the ball a few 
times and Ferrum came out on top 
on Homecoming weekend. 

Vann rushed for 132 yards and 
three touchdowns on 12 carries and 
Edwards ran for 107 yards on eight 
attempts. Dobson carried 15 times 
for 72 yards and threw for 38 yards. 
Brandon Jackson led the defense 
with eight solo tackles.

The Panthers improve to 4-3 
on the season and 3-1 in the USA 
South conference. They play again 
on Saturday, Oct. 27, at home vs. 
Greensboro.

bwlucas@ferrum.edu

Panther Profile: definsive back Perry Ford
Roger Keaton

Staff Writer

Most of you know him already, 
whether it is because you are an 
avid football fan or because he was 
an Admissions Ambassador at Open 
House. He is senior Perry Ford from 
Albany, Ga.

While starting at defensive back 
on the football team, he makes time 
to be involved with the African 
American Student Association, Bon-
ners Scholars, tutoring, Residence 
Education (as a community advisor), 
and basketball fan. He calls attend-
ing basketball games his favorite 
thing here at Ferrum College.  He is 
a self-proclaimed “girls basketball 
groupie.” 

Academically, he is a ,mathemati-
cal sciences major with a minor in 
accounting and is working on a “4.0 
movement.”  The idea of the “4.0 
movement” arose from his realiza-
tion that his grades did not reflect 
his intelligence and that he was side-

tracking and just getting by. He said 
he realized that he was “paying too 
much to be stupid” and others agreed. 
They got involved and joined in on 
the “movement” to “strive for a 4.0” 
and nothing lower.

“The goal is a 4.0,” Ford says, 
“but while sometimes that may not 
be achieved, one should not lower 
thyself for another grade The hardest 
class for Ford to maintain the “move-
ment” in is physics, he says.  Ford 
says economics with Dr. Delia Heck 
has been his most enjoyable class 
because the things that he learned 
in class help him in life so that the 
“things learned (in there are) used 
daily, like ‘opportunity cost.’”  

Aside from the world of academia,  
which he adds in that “if you’ve never 
seen something, then you can’t know 
(about it),” Ford talked about surviv-
ing college. “Learning is not about 
how smart a person is.” Ford says. 
“It’s about the determination a person 
has.” A student must know due dates 
and use time in odd places. He says 

that students do not think about using 
little bits of time that are available 
to read over something or to review 
notes.

Ford’s personal list of accomplish-
ments in life is long. He says he is 
proud that he has stayed motivated, 
has not let adversity stop him, has 
done what it takes to prepare, has 
been fashionable and while thinking, 
he found what he is most proud of: 
“growing up in Christ.”  Speaking of 
Christ, Ford would not give up his 
supplier for his “Jesus socks,” which 
he wears as a “way to show love for 
Christ and his blessings, showing 
appreciation for all that he has been 
given.”

The tattoo on the outside of his 
hand, spells out the word “Unice.”  It 
actually is pronounced “you-NEH’-
see” and stands for “you and I see 
everything.”  He says the idea for it 
arose when he and his friends back 
home realized that they could do bet-
ter than what is expected, that they 
could not settle for the norm, and that 

they could improve their situations. 
Other meanings that “Unice” has 
grown to take on, however incorrect 
initially, that do appropriately apply 
are “Unique” and “U-nice,” and Ford 
agrees that he is both “unique” and 
“nice.”

A final comment that Ford wanted 
to include was the motto “Not Self, 
But Others.”  He said that “through 
the ups and downs, that’s what I've 
learned.”  He says he tries to use this 
motto in his daily actions.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu
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