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Students at private colleges 
across Virginia may see a decrease 
in their financial aid as early as this 
month. 

The nation’s recent economic 
downturn is affecting all aspects 
of lives, even college affordability. 
Virginia faces a budget shortfall 
of nearly $3 billion, according to 
a statement released September 
29 by the Council of Independent 
Colleges in Virginia (CICV). The 
funding for many state programs, 
therefore, is in significant danger 
of being cut or eliminated. 

The Virginia Tuition Assistance 
Grant (TAG), which totals $3,200 
a year for undergraduate students, 
is one of the many grants that may 
face the ax. Virginia legislators are 
expected to make a decision on 
TAG soon. 

TAG is a grant made available 
only to Virginia residents 
enrolled in private colleges 
and universities throughout 
the state. The Commonwealth 
of Virginia sponsors TAG 
for both undergraduate and 
graduate students. The estimated 

individual award for the 2008-
2009 academic year is $3,200 for 
undergraduates and $1,900 for 
graduates.  The grant can only be 
awarded to students for the first 
four years of college, and this 
means that a student studying at an 
undergraduate level can receive up 
to $13,000 over four years. 

Should TAG be cut or 
eliminated, students may see 
an additional $3,200 on their 
college bill. “Even if it is a small 
deduction, it has a big effect,” 
comments Julie Nix, a financial aid 
counselor at Ferrum. According 
to Nix, “for a lot of students TAG 
helps to make up that difference.”  
Ferrum College is not allowed to 
make up the gap in the student’s 
accounts; therefore, students and 
parents would need to take out 
additional loans or pay more out 
of pocket to cover the remaining 
balance. 

Nix recently launched an 
extensive campaign to rally for 
student support for TAG.  In an 
effort to have their voices heard 
and protect their financial aid, 

TAG! You’re It!
Your TAG could be 

taken out of the game

Clara Harlowe
Staff Writer

 Are you in the mood for a cultural 
experience? You are in luck.  
 Students, faculty and staff are en-
couraged to come enjoy the art works 
of Matthew LaRose, assistant profes-
sor of art and art program coordina-
tor, on the dates of Oct. 10 through 
Nov. 10 in the E. Taylor Greer Gal-
lery of the Stanley Library. 
 There is not an opening event for 
the exhibit, but there will be a closing 
reception on Nov. 5 from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. LaRose says that there will be 
snacks and good conversation, so 
everyone is invited to come.  

 This is LaRoseʼs first year at 
Ferrum College.  LaRose stated that 
this exhibit is sort of a way of intro-
ducing himself.  
 LaRose has been part of nine solo 
exhibitions since 1981 and 17 se-
lected exhibitions since 1978.  He is a 
graduate of Yale Universityʼs School 
of Art, and Temple University s̓ Tyler 
School of Art.  
 “This exhibit is an opportunity for 
me to present a range of my works 
in different media, including oil 
and acrylic paintings, gouache and 
graphite and charcoal drawings and 
linotype prints, assembled together 
to show the evolution of ideas over a 
considerable period of time,” LaRose 

Professor Matthew LaRose is featured artist
in Greer Gallery retrospective

The Homecoming King and Queens were announced at half-time 
during Ferrum’s Homecoming football game on Oct. 11. An-
nouncer Danyelle Taylor, SGA vice president for student affairs, 
revealed the surprising results of a tie for homecoming queen 
between Mary Rimasse (left) and Caprice Laws (right). Here the 
two queens are pictured with Homecoming King Perry Ford.   
The Panthers beat Maryville 24-10 (see Sports).

photo by Ashley Hale

Homecoming King and Queen 
votes produce surprising results

said.  
 LaRose says that attending an art 
exhibit is a cultural experience and 
would be especially beneficial for 
students.  
 “The purpose of school is to give 
a broad based education.  I bet there 
are students that have never been to 
an art museum,” LaRose said.  
 LaRose has high hopes for the 
art program at Ferrum.  He says he 
hopes to have a variety of profes-
sional shows where artists come 
share their works of art.
 LaRose says that the theme of the 
exhibit is what you would call retro-

This piece entitled "Pompeii" is 
one of many and varied exam-
ples of LaRose's work exhibited 
in Greer Gallery.

photo by Clara Harlowe
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Crystal Hickson
Martha Haley-Bowling

SW 330 class

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, and the Social 
Work 330 class is organizing Fer-
rum’s 6th annual Take Back the 
Night program to raise awareness 
about the problems of domestic 
violence and sexual assault.  Take 
Back the Night will be held on 
Thursday, October 23 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Panther’s Den. 

Take Back the Night is a cam-
pus-community event planned by 
students in a social work course 
called Human Behavior and the 
Social Environment. The students 
of the HBSE class were responsi-
ble for contacting speakers, creat-
ing fliers, planning activities, and 
setting up the event. According to 

Dr. Martha Haley-Bowling, assis-
tant professor of social worker, the 
course instructor, and a Take Back 
the Night organizer, the students 
have worked hard and are very 
excited about this year’s event.

Take Back the Night is a special 
evening devoted to raising aware-
ness about domestic violence and 
sexual assault in the community. It 
gives students the chance to band 
together to make a stand against 
domestic violence. Take Back the 
Night rallies have been held in the 
United States since 1978. The first 
Take Back the Night took place 
in Germany in 1973 in response 
to a series of assaults, rapes, and 
murders. Since its beginning, thou-
sands of marches and rallies have 
taken place worldwide.  

This will be the sixth year that 
Take Back the Night has taken 

place here on campus. Jessica 
Fralin, a student who attended the 
event last year and is part of the 
SW 330 class, said Take Back the 
Night “was a very moving, emo-
tional, and eye-opening experi-
ence.” 

This year’s Take Back the Night 
will include musical performances, 
speakers, a poetry reading, a can-
dlelit ceremony, and a moment of 
silence in remembrance of those 
who have been victims of domestic 
violence.

According to the Take Back the 
Night web site, “all human beings 
have the right to be free from vio-
lence, the right to be heard, and the 
right to reclaim those rights if they 
were violated.”  The Social Work 
students responsible for planning 
this year’s Take Back the Night 
want the students of Ferrum Col-

lege and the citizens of Franklin 
County to know this.

Beginning on Monday, October 
20th, you will see shirts hanging 
on a clothesline in the middle of 
campus. These shirts were cre-
ated by members of the Franklin 
County community who have been 
affected by domestic violence. 
Martha Haley-Bowling, Take Back 
the Night organizer and Ferrum 
Assistant Professor of Social Work, 
remarked “Ferrum College spon-
sors this event to draw awareness 
to an increasing problem in our 
society and community. The only 
way we can stop violence against 
women, children and men is to 
educate others and teach more ap-
propriate coping skills. Violence 
is an issue that we must eradicate 
from our society. Change begins 
with each of us.”

Sixth annual "Take Back the Night"
brings domestic violence and sexual assault

into the spotlight 

Winners of Homecoming banner contest are announced

Although the football game and the crowning of Homecoming King 
and Queen are the highlights of any homecoming weekend, many 
other events also take place.  One event, for which cash prizes were 
awarded to the top three winners, was the Homecoming Banner 
contest.  Pictured clockwise are the winners from thirteen entries.  
The first prize in the amount of $100 went to the Senior Class.  The 
Art Club took second place, while third place went to the Wildlife 
Club.  Cash awards of $50 and $25 went to second- and third-place 
winners respectively.  In addition to the banner contest, a parade on 
Wiley Drive kicked off the weekend Friday afternoon.  Saturday, 
Colleges Against Cancer and ZOE sold “Think Pink” t-shirts to 
help support breast cancer awareness.  Other fun events, enjoyed 
by young and old on Saturday, included the Big Buddy/Little Buddy 
dunking booth, face painting, and a charicaturist drawing portraits.

photos by Ashley Hale

1st prize - Senior Class

3rd prize - Wildlife Club

2nd prize -  Art Club
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Celebrating our 35th Winter Season 

Now Hiring
28th Annual Winter Job Fair

& Halloween Ball
October 25 2008 

10AM-3PM 
Mountain Lodge Conference Center, Snowshoe WV 

Winter Season & Part-Time Positions  
Food & Beverage; Retail and Rental Shops; 
Reservations Agents; Front Desk Agents; 

On-Mountain-Sales Agents; 
Bell/Valet Attendants Shuttle Drivers; 

Lift Attendants; Snowmakers; Groomers; 

Apply on –line:

www.snowshoemtn.com/jobs 

Call 304-572-5707 or email jobs@snowshoemtn.com

Equal Opportunity Employer | Drug Free Workplace

To the editor:

 Imagine you’d just received 
documents in the mail that referred 
to your financial situation, scary 
talk that your retirement was in 
danger, savings and investments 
not as robust as you’d been led to 
believe and that, at some point, 
your paycheck will be affected too.
 You call to get help, and two 
teams appear offering to figure 

this stuff out. One team talks a bit 
about the numbers, but it mostly 
goes over your head, so they back 
up, try to explain it again. Some of 
what they say makes sense, while 
some of it sounds half-baked, but 
at least you get the notion that 
these guys have experience with 
this kind of trouble.
 Now, the other team? The other 
team gets all chummy and offers 
you a can of your favorite beer. 

They ask about your family and 
your school all friendly-like, and 
then they point out that they are 
“just folks” from down the street. 
Same as you, no pretenses, no glib 
intellectualism. They give you a 
friendly squeeze on the shoulder. 
“We’re just regular guys here to 
help.” When pressed for specifics, 
they refuse to talk numbers, and 
mutter some vague comment 
about how the other team has 

connections with terrorists.
 You know very well what 
you’d do. You’d toss the second 
team out of your house. You’d 
recognize that their fake attempt at 
friendliness shows that either they 
have something to hide or they 
don’t know how to help you.

Rodney Stells

Don’t let a friendly smile or a pat on the back fool you

Lana Whited 
Iron Blade advisor

 How does a newspaper decide 
when to publish political content 
and what content to publish?
 This question has been brought 
to me several times over the past 
few weeks, and always by students 
who seem to think this newspaper 
is trying to get Barack Obama 
elected.  So I thought I would 
answer the question publicly. 
 On Sept. 22, we published three 
letters to the editor.  One writer 
attempted to educate students 
about their right to vote where they 
attend college.  The second was a 

general endorsement of Obama’s 
candidacy, and the third compared 
John McCain unfavorably to 
Obama on the issue of economic 
regulation.
 On Sept. 29, we published a 
letter critical of Governor Tim 
Kaine and former governor and 
U.S. Senatorial candidate Mark 
Warner.  
 On Oct. 6, we had no letters and 
so published an op-ed piece from 
UWire about the appropriateness 
of celebrities’ endorsing political 
candidates.
 On Oct. 13, we focused heavily 
on political topics in the news 
section, with articles about Brooke 

LaBarbera’s visit, the SGA debate, 
Dr. Milt Rowan’s lecture on the 
history of women’s suffrage, and 
the Rhetoric class panel about why 
students shouldn’t take the right to 
vote for granted.
 We published a third news page 
rather than an op-ed page on Oct. 
13 because we had received no 
letters and had a lot of news.
 The Ferrum Forum question 
on Oct. 13 invited students to 
say which presidential candidate 
they plan to vote for, and why.  
Five said Obama; three said 
McCain, and the other said he 
was undecided but leaning toward 
McCain.

 Also on Oct. 13, we ran a full-
page political advertisement on 
page 8 for the Obama for America 
campaign.
 In this issue, we repeated the 
Oct. 13 Forum question with 
faculty.  Seven said they will vote 
for Obama; one said McCain, and 
the last is not a U.S. citizen.
 Now for some generalizations:
 Every item of opinion or 
commentary we have published 
during this school year has been 
supportive of Barack Obama, 
critical of John McCain, or both, 
with the exception of the Oct. 13 

This newspaper does not vote
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by  Ashley Hale

Who are you voting for president, and why?
If you don’t plan to vote, why not?

Dr. William N. Osborne, Jr.
Criminal Justice

Obama.  I’m ready for a change and I 
think he has thought out what he will 
do as president.  I think he will be able 

to accomplish his goals.

Dr. Fabian F. Balmori, Spanish

I cannot vote because I am not a U.S. 
citizen.

Dr. Mary Ann Norman
Teacher Education

Obama.  I won’t vote for John McCain be-
cause I disagree with his philosophical ideas 
toward education.  Obama has spoken about 
general access and affordability, relating to 

higher education.

Mr. John Curtis Carey, English

Obama.  I believe he will end the war. 
I like his ideas regarding health care 

and the economic crisis.

Ms. Renae F. McBride
Mathematics

Obama.  I think his goals best suit the 
needs of the average person.  He has 

youth, energy, and good ideas.

Dr. Michael R. Trochim, History
McCain.  I will vote for McCain be-
cause I believe he is stronger on inter-
national security issues and because of 
his working across political party lines 

on critical issues.

Ms. Sandra A. Saari, Russian

Obama.  I think he is not only extremely 
intelligent, but will gather really good 

people in his administration.

Dr. Melvin L. Macklin, English

Obama.  I simply believe he is the 
best candidate and someone who will 
change our economy. McCain has had 

his chance and failed miserably.

Mr. Keith M. Cooley
Mathematics

Obama.  There is no competition.
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Student 
Activities
Calendar

compiled by Clara Harlowe
Staff Writer

see May page 6

Monday, Oct. 20

How Good Are You?  9 a.m.       
   Panther’s Den
SIFE Program Meeting  4 p.m.  
   Beckham 101
AASA Meeting  4:30 p.m.  
   Grousbeck 101
PALS Tutoring  6 p.m.  
   Contact PALS coordinator for
   location
Monday Night Praise  7 p.m. 
   Vaughn Chapel
Agriculture Club Meeting  7 p.m.  
   Garber 123

Thursday, Oct. 23

ONE (Ferrum Chapter)  5 p.m.  
   Beckham 204
Big Buddy/Little Buddy Meeting
   5 p.m.   
   Library 201
Thursday Bible Study  8:30 p.m.  
   Roberts Hall Conference Room

Saturday, Oct. 25

Alumni Board of Directors     
   Meeting  9:30 a.m.  
   Panther’s Den
Folk Life Festival  10 a.m.–5p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 26

Praise Band Rehearsals  4 p.m.   
   Vaughn Chapel   

Monday, Oct. 27

SIFE Program Meeting  4 p.m.  
   Beckham 101
AASA Meeting  4:30 p.m.  
   Grousbeck 101
PALS Tutoring  6 p.m.   
   Contact PALS coordinator in   
   ARC for Location
Monday Night Praise  7 p.m.
   Vaughn Chapel

Monday, Oct. 27 cont’d

Agriculture Club Meeting  7 p.m.
   Garber 123

Tuesday, Oct. 28

Halloween Grams  11 a.m.–6 p.m.
   Franklin Hall in front of main   
   doors that lead to cafeteria
Criminal Justice Meeting  6 p.m.
   Beckham 204

Wednesday, Oct. 29

Halloween Grams  11 a.m.–6 p.m. 
   Franklin Hall in front of main 
   doors that lead to cafeteria
Big Buddy/ Little Buddy   
   Elementary Event  3:30 p.m. 
   Fitness Center and Racquetball 
   room

Thursday, Oct. 30

Halloween Grams  11 a.m.–6 p.m. 
   Franklin Hall in front of main 
   doors that lead to cafeteria
Psychology Club Bake Sale  11 a.m.  
   Franklin Hall in front of main 
   doors that lead to cafeteria
Big Buddy/ Little Buddy 
   Elementary Event  3:30 p.m.  
   Fitness Center and Racquetball 
   room
ONE (Ferrum Chapter)  5 p.m.   
   Beckham 204
Russian Club  7 p.m.  
   Beckham 204
Bible Study  8:30 p.m.
   Roberts Hall Conference Room

Friday, Oct. 31

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
Psychology Bake Sale  11 a.m.

charlowe@ferrum.edu

Ferrum Folks

Senior Corey May has been 
making some serious moves to 
reach his dreams.  After the 2007-
08 academicyear, May spent two 
weeks in Africa and then the 
entire summer in Utah, helping 
him to gain credits in his outdoor 
recreation major.
 May, a native of Lynchburg, Va., 
came to Ferrum in 2004.  Now in 
his senior year, about to graduate 
in December, he has made some 
remarkable changes to Ferrum 
using his outdoor recreation skills.  
He started the disc golf club at 
Ferrum, and headed the operation 
to build a disc golf course on 
campus.  The course is 18 holes and 
is fully equipped with baskets.  The 
grand opening of the course will be 
soon. 
 When May heard about the 
school offering a trip to Africa 
for e-term, he said, “I was really 
excited at a chance to go and learn 
about eco-tourism.  As soon as I 
saw the e-term class being offered, 
I knew I had to fi nd a way to go.”  
May traveled with ten people 
to Africa, eight of whom were 
students, and out of all the students, 
May was the only male.  “Thank 
God for Dr. (David) Johnson and 
the Frisbee,” he said.  (Dr. Johnson, 
associate dean of the School of 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics, 
organized the Africa trip.)
 May was very interested in 
the eco-tourism aspect of the trip.  

Being a recreation major makes 
May’s eyes open to new ways to 
live on natural resources, and this 
was the perfect trip to experience 
that.  Eco-tourism is a form of 
tourism that appeals to ecological 
and socially conscious individuals.  
Travelers learn about the 
environment, culture, and society. 
 “After being in Africa, I learned 
new ways to live on the planet.  I 
learned about the importance of 
having clean water to drink.  We 
take small things for granted that 
others cherish, like water, food, 
clean clothes, and showers.”
 After coming back from Africa, 
May then undertook an internship 
in Utah at Zion Ponderosa Resort, 
where he lived in a tent for three 
months as a canyoneering and 
recreation guide in the mountains.
 “My day consisted of me 
going into canyons, riding ATV’s 
and swinging on a zip line.  I 
helped families and individuals 
accomplish tasks they thought they 
could not do through team building 
and individual activities.  It was 
really rewarding to make people 
happy accomplishing things they 
thought they never could.”  
 When asked what his favorite 
part about Utah was, May 
explained, “There are so many 
outdoor recreation activities.  
There is always something to do.  

Corey May:
In Africa, Utah or Ferrum, 
he’s all about the outdoors

Katie Porter
Photography Editor

Rapelling is just one of many outdoor experiences Corey May 
enjoyed during his summer studies.

photo courtesy of Corey May
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Movie reviews

Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

 “The Express” is another film 
in the inspirational, based-on-
true-story sports film. Just like 
“Remember the Titans,” “Glory 
Road,” and “Pride,” it follows 
pretty much the basic pattern. “The 
Express,” though, engages us more 
than any other of these films. One 
reason may be that it uses football 
as a metaphor or means to an end.
 The action starts on New Year’s 
Day 1960 at the Cotton Bowl 

between the Texas Longhorns and 
Syracuse Orangemen. Ernie Davis 
(Rob Brown) is the halfback for 
Syracuse and one of three backfield 
players.
 Eventually, the film goes into 
a flashback mode to tell how 
Ernie ended up at Syracuse, 
after Coach Ben Schwartzwalder 
(Dennis Quaid) needed someone 
to fill the void of Jim Brown 
(Darren Henson). Ernie Davis 
acknowledges that he isn’t Brown 
but wants to be a better player. 
 One of the other goals that 

Davis wants and will accomplish 
is becoming the first African-
American Heisman Trophy winner.
 Unlike “Lakeview Terrace” 
which I saw recently (reviewed on 
Oct. 13), “The Express” doesn’t 
shy away from the race issue. Just 
because Ernie goes to a northern 
university school doesn’t exactly 
mean he’s welcomed with open 
arms. Some of the better moments 
of this movie are when Davis plays 
against West Virginia and Texas. 
You can see the bigotry in the fans’ 
and players’ eyes.

 The movie also does explain 
why Ernie Davis didn’t become a 
household name like Jim Brown.
 I once read somewhere that, 
at most, a movie based on a true 
story should be 85 percent truthful. 
Otherwise, you don’t get any room 
to fudge things around. I truly 
believe that screenwriter Charles 
Leavitt put this 85 percent to actual 
good use in “The Express.”

Grade: B+
mrich@ferrum.edu 

Matthew Griffin
Staff Writer

 I thought I had stepped in dog 
poop walking into the theater but 
instead it was the movie “Beverly 
Hills Chihuahua” that really stunk.
 Talking dogs and a theme 
gone astray were the major 
characteristics of this children’s 
movie, but it was funny 
nonetheless.  Throughout the 
movie, I expected Elle from 
“Legally Blonde” to scoop up this 

pooch and place her in a stylish 
handbag, but that never seemed to 
happen.
 The movie follows a Chihuahua 
named Chloe (Drew Barrymore), 
an overly pampered pooch, whose 
companion is a highly successful 
businesswoman named Vivian 
(Jamie Lee Curtis).
 The beginning tediously winds 
through the many stereotypes 
of modern-day Beverly Hills, 
showing the advantages of living 
wealthy.  Soon there after, Rachel 

“The Express” outscores other contemporary 
sports genre films

“Beverly Hills Chihuahua”: doggone terrible

TAG from page 1
students were asked to e-mail 
Governor Tim M. Kaine and their 
specific representatives. With 
little time for action, Nix e-mailed 
students throughout the week 
reminding them of the importance 
of their immediate action. She even 
set up an area in Franklin Hall 

spective, meaning an overview of 
his works.  LaRose says that the 
titles that he selected to be in the 
exhibit reveal his other interests 
ranging from familiar to obscure 
song titles, his participation in folk 
dancing, and playing acoustic music 
for folk dances.  The art work also 
deals with the idea of “space and 
movement”.  
 “I like to think of all of these 
paintings as a kind of visual music,” 
LaRose said.

  charlowe@ferrum.edu

LAROSE from page 1

(Piper Perabo), Vivian’s niece, 
takes Chloe on a vacation to 
Mexico, where she is abducted by 
a dog fighting organization.
 There she meets Delgado (Andy 
Garcia), a lean mean German 
Shepard who protects her and 
helps her escape the dangers of a 
Doberman named Diablo (Edward 
Jones Olmos).
 Together they flee from the 
perils of dog fighting and begin 
their journey back to the luxuries 
of Beverly Hills.

There is always something to do.  
You can hike, bike, rock climb,
ski--you can do everything.  It 
would take forever to complete it 
all!  I also love the sky out there, 
it’s amazing!”
 May says he was named to 
the Dean’s List last semester, and 
hecontinues to strive for the top 

MAY from page 5

    Overall, my inner child was 
jumping for joy, while the adult 
in me had me looking for the exit.  
No one of any age can deny the 
cuteness of these mongrels. In the 
end, talking dogs are about the 
only thing that makes it bearable.  

Two paw prints out of five.

mgriffin@ferrum.edu 

in all he does, including looking 
toward his future.  
 After Ferrum, May plans 
to attend the National Outdoor 
Leadership School (NOLS).   
NOLS takes students all over the 
world to train them in outdoor 
leadership and recreation tasks.  
The program takes students on 

The Iron Blade wants YOU!
If you want to write, take photographs, design newspaper pages, sell advertisements, or be 

a paper boy (or girl), thecampus newspaper needs you.  The staff meets weekly from 
1:25-2:15 in Library Addition 202A.  If you can’t make the meetings, contact

Dr. Lana Whited,advisor, at 4334
or e-mail lwhited@ferrum.edu.

NO EXPERIENCE IS NECESSARY. 

many adventures, where they learn 
tricks of the trade to live outdoors 
and protect the wilderness.
 May says he doesn’t know 
where he would be without Dan 
Caston and Jasmine Goodnow.  “I 
owe all of my success to them; 
they have helped me through 
everything.”  

 May’s advice to all students 
thinking about an internship is “get 
out, and get involved.  You can’t 
sit around and wait for something 
to happen; you have to make it 
happen! You need to be able to 
experience something new.”    

kporter@ferrum.edu

equipped with laptops to encourage 
students to take action NOW. 

The process was made simple 
through the use of the website 
http://capwiz.com. Sponsored 
by CICV, capwiz.com allowed 
students to compose a quick 
message, enter their home address, 

and hit “send.”  The e-mail would 
then be sent to Governor Kaine 
and the student’s upper and lower 
chamber representatives. Students 
who took a few minutes to take 
action may have saved TAG and 
themselves from a financial upset. 
“These men and women read these 

e-mails,” said Nix, “The students’ 
actions do make a difference.”

ahale@ferrum.edu
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Sports

Roger Keaton
Sports Editor

The cross country team is 
currently enjoying a month off 
from competition. One may think 
that they are relaxing during this 
time. Someone subscribing to this 
thought process would be wrong. 
They are pushing themselves even 
harder in practice as they prepare 
for the USA South Championship 
to be run November 1st.

Coach Rob Fuller says “times 
are dropping” all year and “we’re 
looking forward to finishing the 
season strong.”

An overview of the season 
would show that Tiffany Garnett 
started the season as the top runner 
on the women’s side and was at 
the most recent meet but Michelle 

Roger Keaton
Sports Editor

The athlete pictured is more 
than a pretty face. She plays 
libero on the volleyball team and 
catches for the softball team. She 
is currently a student teacher at 
Benjamin Franklin Middle School 
- West Hall and is a part of SAAC, 
the Student Athletic Advisory 
Committee. She is Lauren 
Thurman.

Thurman is a Mathematical 
Sciences major here at Ferrum 
College minoring in Teacher 
Education. She will have one 

Panther Profile:  Lauren Thurman
semester remaining once she 
finishes her student teaching. 

Some of you from the area 
may have forgotten that although 
she is originally from Franklin 
County she actually was a wasp 
of Emory and Henry Colelge her 
first collegiate semester. Thurman 
admitted to getting “a little 
homesick” and wanted to come 
back home and play volleyball and 
softball for Ferrum College.

Thurman’s favorite class during 
her time at Ferrum has been 
Discrete Mathematics. While she 
greatly enjoyed Professor Giesen’s 
class she admits to being forced to 

work extra hard in his Differential 
Equations class. 

Thurman said she “loves the 
atmosphere at Ferrum and how 
everyone is a family.” Her advice 
for younger students at Ferrum is to 
manage their time wisely and to get 
involved, get to know people, and 
to join clubs.

Upon graduating Thurman 
would like a job teaching math at 
a middle school, possibly at her 
current one if a position becomes 
available.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

Ayers has but in much work and 
has slowly closed the gap. For the 
men’s team a pair of men named 
Josh have been leading the way. 
Joshua Horan and Joshua Oehmke 
have consistently put up Ferrum’s 
best times this season.

While the cross country season 
may not have been as successful 
to this point as the team members 
would have liked the team has 
accomplished the goal that they 
control. Hard work and dedication 
have caused times to drop and 
the team to improve. It is only a 
matter of time now before their 
determination pays off in the 
form of results instead of moral 
victories.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

Break allows
cross country time 
for improvement

Lauren Thurman
photo courtesy of Sports Information

Gary Holden
Sports Information Director

 The Ferrum College men’s 
golf team closed out fall semester 
action at the 2008 Virginia State 
Championship, held Oct. 12-13 at 
the par-142, 6853-yard Hanover 
Country Club.  The Panthers 
finished 11th.
 Leading the way for Ferrum was 
freshman Jay Horton, who shot a 
21-over-par 163 to finish in a four-
way tie for 27th.  Horton shot an 83 
the first day and an 80 the second 
day.

Golfers close out
fall action
October 13

Jay Horton led Ferrum.
photo courtesy of Sports Informaiton

Volleyball
Thu, Oct. 09, 2008
at Eastern Mennonite University
L  0-3  

Fri, Oct. 10, 2008
vs Bridgewater College
L  0-3   
vs Virginia Wesleyan College
L  0-3  

Sat, Oct. 11, 2008
vs Washington and Lee University
L  0-3   
vs Salem College
W  3-0 

 Freshman Chris Davis finished 
four strokes behind Horton at 
167 to finish 36th individually.  
Sophomore Ryan Throckmartin 
was Ferrum’s next-highest finisher 
with a 169, good for a four-way tie 
at 39th.
 Davis closed out fall action with 
a 79.8 through eight rounds of play.  
Horton averaged 84.0 through 
eight rounds.  Coach Bryan 
Harvey’s team returns to action in 
March.

Football
Sat, Oct. 11, 2008
vs Maryville College 
(Homecoming)
W  24-10   

Women’s Soccer
Sat, Oct. 11, 2008
at Greensboro College
L  0-2   

Mon, Oct. 13, 2008
vs Hollins W  3-1  

Men’s Golf
Mon, Oct. 13, 2008
Virginia State Intercollegiate 11th

Panther Sports
Scores & Standings
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Ferrum Forum and the Sept. 29 
letter.
 The only advertisement we have 
published was a pro-Obama ad.
 Wouldn’t this, therefore, suggest 
that the newspaper is campaigning 
for Obama?
 Only if you ignore a few critical 
factors.
 First, none of the letters to 
the editor was written by anyone 
affiliated with the Iron Blade or 
even with Ferrum College.  The 
Iron Blade has yet to receive a 
single letter to the editor on politics 
or any other subject from anyone 
on campus this year.  So if you 
have something to say about the 
election, you’re missing your 
chance.   We would much rather 
publish your letter, but we won’t 
leave blank space if we don’t hear 
from you.
 Second, the Ferrum Forum 
respondents are chosen randomly, 
and we do make every effort to 

represent balance, both of opinion 
and of campus demographics, 
whenever possible.   On the after-
noon that Ashley Hale collected 
this week’s Forum responses, 
she tried without success to find 
another faculty member who is for 
McCain.
 Third, the Oct. 13 political 
advertisement was paid for at 
the standard rate by the Obama 
campaign and ordered (unsolicited) 
by the national advertising agency 
that represents the campaign.   
 Had we solicited the Obama 
ad, of course, we would have a 
responsibility also to contact the 
McCain campaign to ask whether 
they wanted to advertise.  As it is, 
we have had no communication 
from that campaign nor any 
advertising agency affiliated 
with it.  My own impression, 
based on my observation of other 
campus papers in Virginia and 
my conversations with other 

newspaper advisers and staff 
members, is that the Obama 
campaign is courting the college 
student vote in our state far 
more actively than the McCain 
campaign.
 Having said all this, I also want 
to note that if the newspaper staff 
did want to endorse a presidential 
candidate, it would be perfectly 
appropriate.  Many campus 
and metropolitan newspapers 
do so, considering it part of 
their responsibility to readers to 
recommend which candidate will 
be the best choice, and why.  
 And if the newspaper did 
so, that endorsement would not 
constitute endorsement by the 
college as a whole.  Note that 
disclaimer in the staff box that 
says, “Opinions expressed in The 
Iron Blade do not necessarily 
represent those of Ferrum College 
administration, staff, faculty, or 
students.”  For that matter, opinion 

expressed by an editor may not 
even represent the view of other 
staff members.

To the best of my memory, in 
the 18 years that I have advised 
this newspaper, its staff has never 
officially endorsed a political 
candidate.  This year’s staff has not 
even discussed that possibility.  I 
don’t even know how anyone on 
the staff is voting, except for one 
reporter who told me.

My personal philosophy is 
that the campus is best served 
by exposure to a broad range 
of opinions and that sometimes 
the very strong statement of one 
opinion can squelch that variety. 

But we can’t print what we 
don’t get, and we won’t omit 
what we do get just because those 
who disagree with what we print 
didn’t bother to tell us so using the 
pipeline that ends up on this page.

lwhited@ferrum.edu

VOTE from page 3

The Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics 
Essay Contest 2009

     First - $ 5,000     Second - $ 2,500     Third - $ 1,500 
Two Honorable Mentions - $ 500 each

Full-time juniors or seniors may enter

Deadline:  Postmark by Dec. 19, 2008

See suggested topics, judging criteria, and format guidelines 
at www.eliewieselfoundation.org


