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Ferrum students make a difference
in fight against world hunger

by Natalie Faunce
Public Relations Director

Ferrum College will once again 
welcome a record number of stu-
dents to campus this fall, the third 
consecutive year of significant en-
rollment increases.  Ferrum expects 
close to 650 new students to begin 
classes on September 1, with total 
enrollment projected to be over 
1,300 students for the first time 
in nearly a quarter century.  “It is 
wonderful to have another year of 
record enrollment at Ferrum, in 
both the numbers of new students 
and returning students,” says Gilda 
Woods, Director of Admissions. “ 
Woods commented that this yearʼs 
entering class will come from 18 
states and 5 foreign countries. “So 

many new and exciting amenities 
have been added at Ferrum, and 
new projects are being planned all 
the time. Our alumni often com-
ment that they wish they could 
come back to Ferrum as students 
now!” said Woods.

Since Ferrum College President 
Jennifer Braaten implemented the 
Collegeʼs new marketing plan in 
2004, applications at Ferrum have 
increased 89%, the number of new 
students has increased by 82%, and 
total enrollment has increased by 
45%.  Braaten says the campus is 
energized and enthusiastic about 
these numbers. “In the past sev-
eral years we have not only made 
dramatic improvements to our 
campus facilities, but also in our 
academic, athletic and experiential 

College anticipates largest enrollment in 24 years, 
opens third new residence hall in three years

learning programs.  Directly com-
municating these new initiatives to 
prospective students is one of the 
main reasons for our success.” she 
notes.  

To accommodate the growth 
in enrollment, the College entered 
into an agreement last Febru-
ary with Mod-U-Kraf Homes of 
Rocky Mount to construct a new 
three-story residence hall on the 
west side of campus.  Working 
in conjunction with several other 
local companies, Mod-U-Kraf 
Homes completed the brick-faced, 
white columned structure in less 
than 6 months.  The new build-
ing, to be known as Margaret M. 
Clark Hall, will accommodate 
120 students, two to a room, and 
is expected to meet ENERGY 

STAR certifications. It is named 
in memory of the late Margaret 
Clark, Ferrumʼs former registrar 
and longest serving staff member.  
This is actually the third consecu-
tive year in which the College has 
opened a new residence hall to 
accommodate its growing student 
body. Two apartment-style resi-
dence halls, Arthur Hall and Moore 
Hall, were constructed on the east 
side of campus in 2006 and 2007 
respectively.

For more information about 
enrollment or the new Margaret 
M. Clark Hall, contact the Ferrum 
College Public Relations Depart-
ment at 540-365-4300.

by Dominique Fitzgerald
Staff Writer

On Friday, August 29, over 600 
incoming freshman gathered in the 
Fitness Center and packaged over 
90,000 meals to be sent to deserv-
ing families in other countries.   
The project, designed to illustrate 
the colleges  ̓motto  “Not Self But 
Others,” is called Operation Share 
House, a volunteer on-site mission 
of Stop Hunger Now. From 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. on that evening, the 
students packed rice, soy, dehy-
drated vegetables, and flavored mix 
containing 21 essential vitamins 
and minerals. The meals have a 
shelf life of up to 5 years and are 
easy to store and transport.

Stop Hunger Now is an in-
ternational hunger relief agency 
based in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
that has been fighting hunger for 
the last 10 years. According to its 
own publicity, Stop Hunger Now 
organization has provided over 44 
million dollars in aid and food to 
60 countries worldwide. Hunger 
is the number one-related cause of 

young children dying than AIDS, 
malaria and tuberculosis combined. 
More than 25,000 people die from 
hunger everyday.  According to the 
Stop the Hunger organization there 
is enough food in this world to feed 
every single person 4.3lbs every 
day. 

Ferrum College was chosen by 
the organization to do this service 
project for the second year in a row. 
The first year, 100 student leaders 
packaged over 30,000 meals in just 
two hours. With the success of the 
project, the students were so eager 
to help out again.  So Betsy Smith, 
Ferrum Collegeʼs Gateway Direc-
tor, and Dr. Susan Mead, assistant 
professor of sociology, decided to 
make this project part of the Gate-
way Weekend in order to bring 
service activities to the Ferrum 
Community and to encourage new 
students to practice civic engage-
ment, which is a focus of this 
school year.

Two new Ferrum College stu-
dents who participated in the Stop 
the Hunger project said they felt 
they benefited from the project, too.

Brittany Hairston, a sophomore 
social work major, says, “I felt 
good about the fact that I was help-
ing out to fight a big issue. At the 
same time, it was also a fun expe-
rience. It was a positive project, 
and I would love to do more of this 
type of service more often. I think 

this type of project does reflect 
Ferrum Colleges  ̓motto ʼNot Self 
but Others.  ̓It was a project that 
got the students involved in a wor-
thy cause. The students took time 
out   to   participate   in   a   very      

see HUNGER page 5

  Ferrum freshmen packaged over 90,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now
  as part of the 2008 Gateway Weekend on August 29.

                                               photo courtesy of Public Relations Office
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by Ashley Hale
Staff Writer

The past year has been full of 
an array of changes for Ferrum 
College. The incoming freshman 
class reached a record number of 
650 new students, giving Ferrum 
an enrollment total close to 1,300.  
As enrollment grew, so did the 
campus, with the addition of 
Margaret M. Clark Residence Hall. 
These, however, were not the only 
exciting changes to the Ferrum 
College community. Another major 
improvement was the upgrade 

of the computer network system. 
Although much frustration and 
controversy have arisen over the 
switch, faculty, staff and students 
will soon see the benefits of the 
change, said Dr. Christine Stinson, 
the collegeʼs chief information of-
ficer. 

The decision to make the 
change was made by the adminis-
tration. (What does “made anony-
mously” mean?)  After closely 
comparing the old system, Cisco 
network, to the new system, Ju-
niper network, the question to 
switch was no longer an issue, 

Stinson said. According to a state-
ment release by Stinson, the Cisco 
network has been very unreliable 
in past years. During the 2007-08 
academic year alone, the Cisco 
network was down 18 percent and 
10 percent of the first and second 
weeks.  Juniper network, however, 
had remained up 100 percent of the 
time, at press time. 

There are many other advan-
tages that accompany the switch 
to Juniper. Cisco networks were 
unable to function with the heavy 
use of the growing number of 
students, faculty, and staff. The old 

network was “unsegmented,” leav-
ing all users on the same part of the 
network. If one area went down, 
all areas went down. Juniper now 
offers the advantage of allowing 
users to work on a “segmented” 
network; therefore, if one area goes 
down, others remain unaffected. 
Stinson explained (used traditional 
word order) that Juniper operates 
in a similar fashion to the breaker 
box in your home. When you blow 
the circuit in one area of your  

see COMPUTER page 7 

Improvement begins one click at a time:
Ferrum College updates the computer networks

by Clara Harlowe
Staff Writer

Ferrum students are realizing 
that you canʼt fit quite as much 
food on one plate as you can on a 
tray.  

Ferrum, along with many other 
colleges, has gotten rid of cafeteria 
trays with the hopes of accomplish-
ing certain benefits.  The primary 
goals are to prevent food waste and 
conserve on water.

The idea came from the Na-
tional Association of College and 
University Food Services (NA-
CUFS).   According to National 
Public Radio, a University of Vir-
ginia study found that people take 
more food than they can actually 
eat if they use a tray.  Assistant 
Director of Dining Services Cheryl 
Elkins says she felt that it would 
be beneficial for Ferrum College to 
give the “trayless” idea a try.  

The NPR story states that some 
colleges have had good results, 
and some have had bad. So far, 
Elkins feels it has been a success 
at Ferrum.  Elkins says that food 
waste has cut back 50 percent.  El-
kins also says that this change has 

helped the efficiency of the dish 
room and has sped up service lines.

New students may not have 
to worry about the “freshman 15” 
because another benefit of getting 
rid of trays is controlling weight 
gain.  “It helps students make bet-
ter choices and not overdue it,” 
Elkins said.    Elkins says that there 
was some resistance at first, but 
after explaining the conservation 
purposes, people have accepted the 
idea.   

There are still some students 
that are having a hard time adjust-
ing to the dining hall becoming 
trayless.  Junior Alicia Salmon 
said, “It doesnʼt keep the students 
from getting more food.  They are 
going to get was much food as 
they want.”   Senior Cary Watson 
said, “We spend more time walking 
than eating.”  Students will have 
to get used to the dining hall being 
trayless because according to El-
kins, this looks to be a permanent 
change.  

Elkins says Ferrum is also 
working on other ways to be en-
vironmentally friendly.  Students 
may have noticed how the lids 
to the Styrofoam cups have also 

been taken away.  Elkins says that 
the reason for this is to cut back 
on the use of the cups all together 
because of how bad Styrofoam is 
for the environment. Elkins says 
that Ferrum is also looking into 

Dining hall goes “trayless”

a composting program.  The idea 
is to use food waste in the flower 
gardens on campus.  

charlowe@ferrum.edu

Megahan Omeara finds going trayless a balancing act in the cafeteria.

photo by Clara Harlowe

Bridgett Hall 
Staff Writer

 For those who have parents 
coming to family weekend on 
Saturday, September 27, why not 
show your family historic down-
town Rocky Mount by attending 
the first-annual Franklin Street 
Festival on the Crooked Road?  
This is not the stereotypical moun-
tain music festival, as some may 
assume.  
 This event will feature music 
of several genres as well as dance 

performances.  Old-time Bluegrass 
music will be featured, in addition 
to more modern day music.  The 
Blue Ridge Performing Arts Acad-
emy will perform, as well as a Hip-
Hop class from the YMCA.  Street 
performers will also be spread 
throughout the festival.   
 Over 60 vendors and artists 
will be attending from as far as 
West Virginia and North Carolina 
in addition to local merchants from 
Franklin County and Bedford.  
There will be Cajun, European, and 
Italian cuisine as well as traditional 

food like hamburgers, hotdogs, 
corndogs, popcorn ,and funnel 
cakes.  

As a family- focused event, 
the festival will provide attractions 
for the younger crowd such as face 
painting, a petting zoo sponsored 
by Roanoke Valley Horse Rescue, 
and an adoption center for Cats and 
Dogs by the Franklin County Hu-
mane Society and Franklin County 
Animal Shelter.  

The Festival will run from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and will start at 
the Community Hospitality Center, 

or as the locals call it the “Depot,” 
and will end at Claiborne Avenue.  
Admission and parking are free.  
The Franklin Street Association’s 
goal is to bring members of the 
community out to see the newly 
revitalized historic downtown 
Rocky Mount and to support local 
businesses, according to Arlene 
Jones, owner of Image Transfer 
and Design and a member of the 
association.

bhall@ferrum.edu

Franklin Street Festival on the Crooked Road to be held Family Weekend
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Editor,

 Barack Obama is to your 
generation what John F. Kennedy 
was to mine. The youth and 
vitality, the charm and disarming 
smile, the sense of humor and 
powerful intellect are qualities 
shared by these men. One was 
white. One is biracial. We must get 
beyond our prejudices and vote our 

hearts and minds and the issues.
 We know when we hear 
Barack Obama speak that he is 
inspirational and perhaps destined 
for greatness.  His messages of 
hope and change come when 
we need them most with our 
critical economic woes and our 
endlessn$10 billion a month war in 
Iraq.
 He is the kind of pragmatic 
leader needed to unite the country 
as we tackle the problems 

of:  ending the war, energy 
independence using renewable 
resources, investing in American 
industry and American jobs, 
making college more affordable, 
healthcare for all, trade agreements 
that benefit American workers and 
sound economic and tax policies 
that reverse our country’s fall 
toward economic ruin.
 Unlike McCain, Obama is a 
unique candidate, not beholden to 
lobbyists and corporate America 

and the mega-rich.
 We must seize this once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to elect 
this special and gifted man to the 
presidency. For his positions on 
issues go to www.mybarackobama.
com.
 
Cliff Cleland
518 S. 2nd Street
DeKalb Illinois 60115
815 758 0566

Editor,

 Beware college students; 
someone is trying to suppress 
your right to vote. Last month, 
supporters of `Barack Obama were 
registering thousands of students at 
Virginia Tech.  The Montgomery 
County registrar then issued 
two news releases incorrectly 
suggesting that students who 
registered to vote at their college 
might lose their right to be claimed 
as dependents on their parents’ tax 
returns or could lose scholarships 
or lose car and health insurance. 
All lies.
 

According to an article titled 
“Warning For College Student 
Voters,” published in Insider 
Higher Ed’s Web site on September 
3, 2008, there is an “exemption 
in the U.S. tax code allowing 
dependents to live away from 
home while attending school.”  The 
article also states that in “calls to 
10 top health insurance companies, 
none indicated that registering to 
vote at a college address would be 
grounds for dismissing students 
from coverage.”
 Furthermore, in 1979 the    
Supreme Court ruled that students 
have the right to register to vote at 
their college addresses.

 If you receive a similar threat 
or notice at your college, challenge 
it. If denied your rights, you could 
contact the local ACLU who filed 
a federal lawsuit against William 
and Mary in 2004 on behalf of two 
students denied the right to register 
locally. The school caved in and 
the case was dropped.
 In 2004, college students, like 
this year, were registering heavily 
for the Democratic candidate. Just 
before the 2004 election the Ohio 
Sec of State rejected thousands of 
applications for voter registration 
mailed in by college students 
who had downloaded them from 
the Internet. He used an arcane 
provision to rule that they weren’t 
submitted on heavy enough paper. 
Bush won a close victory in Ohio. 
If we go back to the 2000 election 
in Florida we find that in the run-
up to the election, a Texas firm 
with close connections to Karl 
Rove was hired by the Florida 
Sec of State to purge the voter 

rolls of voters who were felons. It 
seems that about 50,000 African- 
Americans who were not felons 
but whose names were the same 
or close to someone who had 
been a felon were purged from the 
voting rolls which they discovered 
on Election Day when they were 
denied their right to vote. African 
Americans were voting heavily 
against George Bush in 2000. 
Bush won Florida by less than 500 
votes. Karl Rove was an adviser 
to both of those Sec’s of State. 
There is a lot of evidence that Karl 
Rove, chief Republican campaign 
strategist and dirty tricks guru 
was heavily involved in those acts 
of voter suppression on a grand 
scale and this one in Virginia looks 
suspiciously like his work.
 
Cliff Cleland
DeKalb County Democrats 
Executive Board
518 S. 2nd Street
DeKalb Illinois 60115

Seize this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity; vote for Obama

Student voters’ right to vote may be in jeopardy!

Editor,

 John McCain is backing off 
his “pig” charge, but he did get 
the necessary mileage out of the 
fracas. The public was temporarily 
diverted from contrasting McCain 
and Obama’s prescription for the 
economy. Like Bush, McCain 
believes that the economic 
“fundamentals are sound.” Like 
Bush, McCain believes that the 
best medicine for the economy is 
lower taxes, an unregulated Wall 
Street, and a Security Exchange 
Commission that doesn’t meddle. 
Follow the links below describing 
McCain’s economic platform, and 
you’ll find no mention of reform 
of the finance industry. Only today, 
September 15, the day of the Big 
Meltdown, did McCain jump on 
the bandwagon to overhaul the 
financial sector. 
 Mr. McCain’s top economic 
advisor and personal friend of 

decades, Phil Gramm, has always 
advocated a hands-off approach 
to regulation. Just last year, Mr. 
McCain spoke in disapproval 
of government meddling in the 
banking business. Mr. Obama, 
however, has long advocated that 
the Feds step in and bring some 
control to the free-for-all that has 
led the failures of some of the 
most storied names in banking 
and lending. Mr. Obama has long 
advocated economic reform of the 
finance industry, a stronger SEC 
and stricter oversight of Wall Street 
trading.
 When Americans finally get 
around to comparing Democratic 
and Republican plans for reforming 
the economy, it will not be a happy 
day for John McCain. I’m sure he 
wishes we could all get back to 
Palin pig debate.

Harold J. Marks
harjmarks@gmail.com

McCain Vs. Obama on the Economy
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by Megan Nuckols and Katie Porter

How do you feel about the dining hall
going “trayless”?

Tesia Taylor
Going trayless is bad because when you have 
more than one plate or dish to carry, it gets 
hard, and you have to make more than one 
trip. It also causes a lot more confusion and 
chaos with everybody going one way or an-

other to get something they forgot.

Isreal Roberson
Since I work there, not having the 
trays is good because it means less 

to clean up.

 Jasmine Stanley 
It doesn’t bother me not having the 
trays. It’s probably a good thing not 

having them.

James William Long
It is different not having the trays 
around. I like having the trays around; 
it makes things easier with taking ev-
erything up at once. It just needs some 

adjustment time. 

Michelle Ayers
I don’t like that we have to make 

3,000 trips up to the buffet line.

Marquez Fields
It’s okay that there are no trays. 

Phoenix Miller
It’s a good thing because it’s cleaner 
and people waste less food because 

they can’t carry as much. 

Marian Richards
Not having the trays is good because 
people waste less food and it’s better 
for the environment not having to make 

the plastic to have the trays.

Sarah Reeves
I don’t mind that the trays are gone, but 
I hate that they moved the silverware.
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Student 
Activities
Calendar

Monday, September 22
First day of Autumn
Iron Blade staff 1:25 p.m. LA 202A
Church Happy Hour 7 p.m.
  Vaughn Chapel
Volleyball vs. Lynchburg 7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer vs. Methodist 4 p.m.
SIFE Program Meeting 4:00 p.m.
  In the Gallery: Michael Doig,
  “Flight Plan: Recent Paintings”
  (Ends Oct 2)
PALs Tutoring 6:00 p.m.
Agriculture Club Meeting 7 p.m.

Tuesday, September 23
Kandinsky Trio 7:30 p.m.
RHA Meeting 9 p.m.
Alcohol Awareness 9:30 p.m.

Wednesday, September 24
Hump Day Happening-Intensity 
Game Show 8 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Averett 7 p.m.
Study Abroad & E-term Fair 
1:30 p.m. Panther’s Den

Thursday, September 25
Coffee House
  8 p.m. Panther’s Den
Volleyball vs. Bridgewater 7 p.m.
Thirsty Thursday Bible Study
  8:30-9:30 p.m.
  Roberts Hall Conference Room

Friday, September 26
Family Weekend Begins
Bowling Night
  check w/ SLEO for details
Human Services Career Fair
  10 a.m.-2 p.m. Panther’s Den
Last day to drop classes
Ferrum Legacy Social 4:30 p.m.
Dodgeball tournament 7 p.m.

Saturday, September 27
Family Weekend Spectacular
  Reception 8:30 a.m.
  Registration 8:50 a.m.
  Parent Council Meeting 10 a.m.
Praise Team 11 a.m.
Football vs. Shenandoah 1 p.m.
Picnic 5 p.m.

Saturday, September 27
Crooked Road Music Festival 
(All day) Rocky Mount

Sunday, September 28
Laylet al-Gadr begins at sunset

Monday, September 29
Rosh Hashanah begins at sunset
Iron Blade staff 1:25 p.m. LA202A
Church Service-Monday Night  
  Praise 7 p.m.
SIFE Progra m Meeting 4 p.m.
PALs Tutoring 6 p.m.
Agriculture Club Meeting 7 p.m.

Tuesday, September 30
Decisions 2008 w/ Brooke 
LaBarbera from MTV’s The Real 
World 8 p.m.
RHA Meeting 9:00 p.m.
Women’s Soccer vs. Southern Va. 
  6 p.m.

Wednesday, October 1
Eid al-Fitr begins at sundown
Bloodmobile noon
Hump Day Happenings
RA Staff Meeting 10 p.m.

Thursday, October 2
Closing Reception: Michael Doig 
  4 p.m.
Leadership Training Session 
  6 p.m.
NACA Conference
Thirsty Thursday Bible Study

Friday, October 3
Movie Night, Eagle Cinemas 
(Rocky Mount)
NACA Conference

Saturday, October 4
NACA Conference
Women’s Soccer vs. Meredith 
  College 2 p.m.

mgriffi n@ferrum.edu

60 seconds with
Frances Rutherford

What is your classifi cation?  
I am a junior.  

What are your major and 
minor?
I am a political science major and 
sociology minor.

Where do you call home?
Caretta, West Virginia

Why did you choose Ferrum? 
 I chose Ferrum because, as a 
community partner, I had worked 
with Ferrum for 10 years and had 
grown to respect the faculty, staff, 
and students.

What motivated you to come 
back to school after such a long 
break? 
I had always wanted to go to 
school, but did not think that 
was possible. When my husband 
passed away, my daughter, 
Jessica, encouraged me to pursue 
my dream about fi nishing my 
education.

What are you involved in on 
campus?

by Khoseraw Habibi
Staff Writer

I am the president of SEPAC, 
the Political Science Association 
on campus. I am a member of 
Lambda Sigma, and a student 
representative on the Council on 
Research and Engagement. 

What are your hobbies?
My hobbies are reading, taking 
care of my dogs, watching 
NASCAR racing, and spending 
time with my daughter. 

What is your favorite memory 
at Ferrum?
Hanging out with my friends in 
the Model UN simulation. 

What are your plans after you 
graduate? 
I will probably go to graduate 
school. 

One piece of advice you can 
give to freshmen?
It is actually two pieces. Enjoy 
making new friends and study 
hard.

                  khabibi@ferrum.edu
Bowling Night
  check w/ SLEO for details

Thirsty Thursday Bible Study

compiled by Matt Griffi n
Staff Writer

out to participate in a very impor-
tant issue that our world is facing 
today”. 

Markilla Walker, a freshman 
interested in a nursing career, says, 
“I felt that it was for a great cause, 
and I was glad to be a part of it. In 
the process, I also had fun; to know 
it was for starving individuals mo-
tivated me. If Ferrum continues to 

HUNGER from page 1
do service projects in the coming 
academic years, I will be sure to 
participate. I do think that it goes 
with the motto very well. The stu-
dents at Ferrum were not doing this 
for themselves; they were doing 
this for others. If I was a starving 
person, I would be very grateful.”

dfi tzgerald@ferrum.edu
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Movie reviews

by Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

Earlier this year, Tyler Perry 
brought his “Meet the Browns” 
play to the screen. “Meet the 
Browns” was a nice, light affair 
that unfortunately was undone 
by the heavy-handed message of 
family. His current piece “The 
Family that Preys” gets the job 
done.  This one, however, gets 
undone by sheer stupidity, as Tyler 
Perry writes characters into corners 
and slams them against the wall

This story is about two families 
linked together by the friendship 
of Charlotte (Kathy Bates) and 
Alice (Alfre Woodard). These two 
are polar opposites, as Charlotte is 
rich and Alice is poor. Charlotte is 
nice around Alice. But when alone, 

Charlotte is a Dallas-type character 
running her company.

In the beginning of the fi lm,           
Alice’s daughter Andrea (Sanaa 
Lathan) is marrying Chris 
(Rockmond Dunbar). Before the 
wedding, Andrea and Alice’s other 
daughter, Pam (Taraji P. Henson), 
exchane a couple tense words 
with each other. Primarily it’s over 
the fact that Charlotte has paid 
for the wedding. Charlotte’s son 
William (Cole Hauser) and Jillian 
(KaDee Strickland) show up later, 
and William quips that she spent 
a lot for her friend’s daughter’s 
wedding. Charlotte retorts that 
if William hadn’t eloped, maybe 
she would’ve spent a lot on his 
wedding.

The fi lms splits into two 
different segments set four years 

apart. The fi rst part involves Alice 
and Charlotte on a road trip. Some 
of the situations and talk they get 
into are the best parts of this fi lm. 

In the second segment, Andrea 
is now working at the fi rm run 
by William and the under control 
of Charlotte. Chris is doing 
construction with Pam’s husband 
Ben (Tyler Perry), run by William. 
Chris wants to run his own 
construction fi rm, while Ben wants 
Chris come back down to earth. 
William is ticked off when his 
mother hires Abigail Dexter (Robin 
Givens) as the COO, a position that 
William believes is rightfully his. 
All the while, Andrea and William 
are having an affair without their 
spouses having a clue.

Tyler Perry has a knack for 
writing interesting characters. 

But with the exception of Bates 
and Woodard, all the characters 
in this fi lm come across as stupid. 
It stretches the imagination that 
Chris doesn’t have a clue that his 
wife his having an affair. It also 
stretches the imagination that 
KaDee Strickland’s character 
is such a mouse. It takes her 
the whole movie to develop a 
backbone. Givens doesn’t have 
anything interesting to do.

Perry writes three revelations 
in the end of the fi lm. One is 
actually interesting. The second 
one is pretty typical, and the third 
comes out of left fi eld, and nobody 
cares about it.

Grade: C 

mrich@ferrum.edu

Tyler Perry’s “The Family that Preys” merits little praise

by Natalie Faunce
Public Relations Director

Ferrum College is excited to 
announce that The Kandinsky Trio 
will perform during the college’s 
cultural arts series on September 
23 at 7:30 p.m. in the Grousbeck 
Auditorium. The performance is 
free and open to the public.

The Kandinsky Trio was 
founded in 1987.  Its musicians 
-- Elizabeth Bachelder, violin, 
Alan Weinstein, cello, and 
Benedict Goodfriend, piano -
- have established themselves 
as one of America’s foremost 
chamber ensembles. In addition to 
concerts in the Roanoke area, they 
have appeared in recital and on 
radio and television. The trio has 
received many honors and awards. 
According to the group’s website, 
one of the Kandinsky’s missions 
is “to keep alive the performance 
of some of the greatest music ever 
written in a time when shrinking 
audiences and invasive popular 
culture threaten its existence.”  

Ferrum College’s Director 
of Performing and Visual Arts 
Operations, Wayne Bowman, says, 
“The Kandinsky Trio is a world 
class classical music ensemble that 
has done stunning performances 

around the globe for decades. 
Audiences of all ages have been 
entertained and thrilled by their 
mastery of classical music. The 

Kandinsky Trio to perform for 
Cultural Arts Series, September 23 at 7:30 pm

wonderful thing is that they come 
to us through the generous support 
of the Virginia Commission for 
the Arts and the Ferrum College 

School of Arts and Humanities.”
For more information about 

this performance, contact Wayne 
Bowman at (540) 365-4338.

Kandinsky Trio members are (from left to right) Benedict Goodfi eld, Alan Weinstein, and Elizabeth 
Bachelder.

photo courtesy of the Public Relations Offi ce

The Iron Blade wants YOU!
If you want to write, take photographs, design newspaper pages, sell advertisements, or be a paper boy (or girl), the campus newspaper needs you.  
The staff meets weekly from 1:25-2:15 in Library Addition 202A.  If you can’t make the meetings, contact Dr. Lana Whited, advisor, at 4334 or 

lwhited@ferrum.edu.  NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 
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Sports

Olivia Walker 
Staff Writer

The womenʼs soccer team 
picked up its first victory of the 
season with a 2-0 shutout over 
Warren Wilson Sept. 14 at home. 
The first goal, made by Olivia 
Callahan, helped uplift the teamʼs 
spirits.   The second goal, made by 

Womenʼs soccer team gets its first win

home, there is a separate switch 
which controls that area of the 
house. Blowing the circuit breaker 
in the bathroom, for example, does 
not affect the breaker in the kitch-
en. With Cisco systems, all areas 
were connected and relied upon 
each other. 

The Juniper network switch is 
also inline with the campus attempt 
to “Go Green.” According to Dr. 
Stinson, Juniper networks require 
less power than other alternative 
networking sources. The expected 
savings from this switch alone is 
estimated to save Ferrum College 
$2,000- $4,000 annually in elec-
tricity costs.

The switch also allows for 
additional updates to be made 

around campus. As many students, 
faculty, and staff are aware, the 
phone systems are slightly out-of-
date. Juniper opens the door to the 
possibility for the college to move 
to a voice-over-internet-protocol 
(VoIP) telephone system. Also, 
Juniper systems are upgradable, 
whereas, Cisco systems were not. 

As with any change, issues 
have arisen. Many students and 
faculty have had problems associ-
ated with the new system. Wireless 
access in the dorms has been a key 
concern. Students feel this adds 
unnecessary stress to their work-
load, because they have difficulty 
accessing vital materials such as 
I-Assistant, Webmail, and Angel. 
Some faculty members have also 

COMPUTER from page 2  
been inconvenienced by the loss of 
their Internet connectivity in inter-
mittent intervals.  Glitches in e-mail 
applications, nonfunctioning print-
ers, and incompatibility of hand-
held devices are also issues that 
are being addressed and resolved 
as quickly as possible. Nothing can 
be fixed with the snap of a finger; 
therefore, patience is needed. “We 
canʼt fix everything immediately, 
but we can fix almost everything 
eventually,” states Dr. Stinson. 
Updating the computer networking 
system is just another way to keep 
up with the demands of the grow-
ing college campus community. 

Should any faculty member 
or student still be having trouble 

with the Juniper network, please 
contact Dr. Christine Stinson at 
cstinson@ferrum.edu immedi-
ately. A forum will also be held on 
September 25 from 4 to 5 p.m in 
Beckham 201. This will be an op-
portunity for students, faculty, and 
staff to bring questions and sugges-
tions regarding the new network. 
Students may also bring in their 
personal laptops and have them 
looked at by the computer services 
staff. 

ahale@ferrum.edu

Catilin Fournier, put the team at 
2-0, giving them the game.

The Womenʼs Soccer team 
has struggled so far this season 
to a record of 1-4. The team 
consists entirely of freshman and 
sophomores still making some 
adjustments. Freshman Gabby 
Dodds says,”At first we struggled 
with a bunch of newbies, but now 

weʼre starting to understand and 
come together as a team. We look 
forward to a successful season from 
here on out.” 

The teamʼs win was preceded 
by losses to Lees-McRae, 
Randolph, Roanoke College, and 
Emory & Henry.  Olivia Callahan, 
Gabby Dobbs, Caitlin Fournier, and 
Kelsey Walters have each scored 

one goal on the season.
Ferrum returns to action 

Wednesday, Sept. 17 at Washington 
and Lee University.  The non-
conference match is set to begin at 
4:30 p.m. in Lexington.  The next 
home game is Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 
6 p.m. The women play Southern 
Virginia University.

owalker@ferrum.edu

Press release--The football team 
picked up a 34-7 non-conference 
win on Saturday, Sept. 13, over 
Southern Virginia University at 
home.  The Panthers scored 20 
unanswered points in the second 
quarter to take over the game.   The 
win brings the Panthers  ̓season 
record to 1-1.
  Following a scoreless first 
quarter, the Panthers got on the 
board at 12:38 of the second 
quarter courtesy of Clint Slappeyʼs 
35-yard field goal.  The Knights 
fumbled the ensuing kickoff 
at their own 20 yard line and 
Ferrumʼs Josh Hill scooped it up 
and sprinted for the goal line to put 
Ferrum up 10-0.
 The Panther defense held 
Southern Virginia to three-and-out 
on its next possession and then 
drove to the Knights 25 yard line, 
where Slappeyʼs 42-yard field goal 
attempt was wide left.
  After being held to another 
three-and-out series, the Knights 
were forced to punt from their 
own 19 yard line.  Mike Vann 
returned the punt to the SVU 31 
yard line.  The Panthers scored on 
the fifth play of the ensuring drive, 
a 1-yard run by QB Matt Dobson.  
Slappeyʼs PAT gave Ferrum a 17-0 
lead.  Just before halftime, Slappey 
drilled the uprights from 36 yards 
out to give Ferrum a 20-0 lead 

heading into the locker room.
 RB LeʼBryan Patterson scored 
for Ferrum on an 11-yard sprint 
around the left side to cap a six-
play, 79-yard drive and give 
Ferrum a commanding 27-0 lead 
with 6:10 left in the third quarter.  
QB Marcus Mayo also found the 
end zone, from 10 yards out at 
11:01 of the fourth quarter, putting 
the Panthers up 34-0.
 Southern Virginia avoided the 
shutout with a 13-play, 62-yard 
drive, capped by a Sam Trulock 
5-yard TD pass to Jace Allen with 
6:42 left to play.
 Ferrum rolled up 445 yards 
total offense to SVUʼs 291.  The 
Panthers rushed for 349 yards, 
with 12 players carrying the 
ball.  Vann, the 2007 USA South 
Offensive Rookie of the Year, had 
77 yards on eight carries.  Steven 
Harris had 69 yards on six carries 
for an impressive 11.5 yards per 
carry average.
 Mayo and Dobson split time 
at quarterback again.  Mayo was 
3-8 passing for 88 yards with no 
interceptions and was sacked once.  
Dobson was 1-6 for eight yards, no 
interceptions and was also sacked 
once.  Dobson rushed for 45 yards 
and a score on eight carries, while 
Mayo rushed eight times for 28 
yards and a score.  Slappey was 
successful on two of three FG 

attempts and was 3-3 in PAt 
conversions.  Mike Sabol converted 
the PAT on Ferrumʼs last score.
 Starting QB Luke Taylor was 
11-25 passing for 119 yards with 
no interceptions, and was sacked 
twice.  Trulock was 11-16 passing 
for 108 yards and a score with no 
sacks.  The Knights were held to 

Football Team Trounces Southern Va., 34-7

just 64 yards rushing.
 At press time, Ferrum (1-
1) was scheduled to play at 
Bridgewater College on Saturday, 
Sept. 20. The Pantherʼs return 
home to play a family weekend 
game against Shenandoah on Sat., 
Sept. 27.  Kickoff is at 1 p.m.

Matt Dobson           Courtesy of Sports Information Office.
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