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Brooke LaBarbera from MTV's "The Real 
World" to speak at Ferrum's Rock the Vote event

Brittni Taylor
Staff Writer

 This year at Ferrum College, 
the campus theme is “Legacies of 
the Past, Challenges of the Pres-
ent: Gender Roles in a Shrinking 
World.” Students may have heard 
that this is the theme for the year 
but may wonder exactly what it 
means and who selected it.  A 
committee chaired by Sasha Saari, 
associate professor of Russian and 
director of International Programs, 
made the selection.
 The book Three Cups of Tea 
by Greg Mortenson  and David 
Oliver Relin was selected as the 
common reading for first-year 
students.  Mortenson and Relin’s 
book illustrates the theme in its 
exhibition of gender roles as Greg 
Mortenson attempts to help women 
in a traditionally male-dominated 
culture become educated. 
 Three students at Ferrum were 
asked for their input on the theme.
 Kyera Tennyson, a freshman, 
states, “My view on this year’s 
theme is that it is complex. I be-
lieve a theme should be more sim-
ple and to the point.  The only part 
I would revise is the ’gender roles 
in a shrinking world’.   I don’t 
know how Ferrum would be able 

to exhibit this theme.  The first part, 
‘Legacies of the past, Challenges of 
the present’ seems to relate to poli-
tics.  ‘Legacies of the past’ relates 
to the way Mortenson installed 
learning facilities and established 
a sense of hope for women in the 
Middle East.  ‘Challenges of the 
present’ relates the newfound hope 
and the challenges that lie ahead 
when women try to ‘travel the road 
less traveled.’  The most obvious 
relationship between the book and 
the theme would have to be again 
the newfound hope for the future of 
women in the Mid-Eastern World.”
 Gabby Dobbs, also a freshman,  
says, “Women are stepping up in 
the world, and we are learning from 
the past and thinking and embrac-
ing changes for the future.  The 
(people shown in Mortenson’s book 
kept to their traditions but wanted 
to accept the challenges in building 
schools and educating their chil-
dren..”
 Freshman Rebecca Crabtree 
says, “Morals and traditional mot-
tos continue every year, new stu-
dents and personalities, and women 
stepping up in a once male-only 
profession.”  As a Environmental 
Science Major, Crabtree feels that 
statement applies to her.
 Sasha Saari, associate professor 

of Russian and director of Inter-
national Programs, is the chair of 
the theme committee which chose 
this theme on behalf of the School 
of Arts and Humanities.  Professor 
Saari answered a few questions in 
regards to the theme.

Q. What made you choose this 
theme?
A. Well, a committee consisting 
of several members of the Arts 

and Humanities faculty, Professor 
Wayne Bowman, Dr. David How-
ell, Dr. John Kitterman, Dr. Dan 
Woods, and myself , met a number 
of times to select a theme that tied 
in some way to international mat-
ters.  We discussed the fact that the 
United Nations has multiple initia-
tives about violence against women  
and children, and  finally  settled

Clara Halowe
Staff Writer

 MTV’s Rock the Vote 
Campaign, a project that 
encourages millions of youth 
across the country to vote, will 
soon be stopping by Ferrum.
 Celebrity Brooke LaBarbera, 
from MTV’s The Real World, 
will be a guest speaker for the 
Rock the Vote Campaign in the 
Panther’s Den on Sept. 30 at 8 p.m.  
LaBarbera will talk to Ferrum 
College students about campaign 
issues and how they relate to 
youth.  Students are encouraged 
to attend and share their thoughts.  

LaBarbera says that, right now, 
the Rock the Vote Campaign is her 
main project.
 Rock the Vote is a political 
campaign sponsored by MTV 
that has been around for 18 years.  
Rock the Vote works with artists 
that believe in and promote the 
campaign’s mission.  Their mission 
is to engage and build the political 
power of youth and to achieve 
progressive change in our country.  
They use certain things that youth 
are interested in such as music, pop 
culture, and other new technologies 
to encourage youth to register to 
vote and to vote in every election.
 The Rock the Vote web site 

says that the 2008 election is 
a very important election for 
youth.  Rock the Vote has the 
goal of building the largest voter 
registration drive in history, 
registering two million young 
people.  Rock the vote also says 
that one of their goals is to educate 
young people and the political 
community on the amount of 
power that youth has, and they 
want to give the tools to take 
action.  They want to amplify the 
voices of young people in politics 
by working with millions of youth 
across the country.

charlowe@ferrum.edu

"Legacies of the past, challenges of the present": 
2008-09 campus-wide theme explained

Brooke LaBarbera from "The 
Real World."

photo courtesy of MM Agency

Sasha Saari--professor of Russian, director of International Programs, 
and theme committee chair.

photo by Brittni Tyalor

see THEME page 8



Page 2 - THE IRON BLADE - September 29, 2008

OIivia Walker 
Staff writer

Are you an off-campus stu-
dent who loves cats or dogs? If so, 
you might be interested in being 
a foster parent to a pet awaiting 
adoption.

The Franklin County Humane 
Society’s Foster Program is a 
short-term program that allows off-

Bridgett Hall
Staff Writer

Only a few weeks into the 
semester, the newly elected Ferrum 
College Student Government is 
hard at work planning numerous 
events for our upcoming school 
year.   The crew is defiantly going 
full force to follow SGA President 
Tim Shipeʼs theme of “Go Big or 
Go Home” for this school year.

So far this semester, the SGA 
has donated funds to “Colleges 

against Cancer” and began other 
fundraising events to keep giving 
back.  As Senior Class President 
Beth Simms stated, “We really just 
want to give as much as we can to 
keep helping out our community.”

Junior Class President Brittney 
Greene says she is extremely fired 
up about the “Rock the Vote” 
campaign and hopes many students 
will participate. She is also work-
ing on a project where the student 
government could provide a local 
cancer patient with funds to afford 

"Go Big or Go Home": Newly elected  
Student Government officers going full force

Franklin County Humane Society
in need of foster parents for homeless pets

the necessary medications.
Sophomore Class President 

Jeremiah Cook is planning the 
“Ferrum College Sobriety Day” 
which is a festival to celebrate be-
ing sober.  This will be taking place 
in April 2009.

This year, students should 
expect to see an expanded job fair; 
the Career Services Office plans 
to represent various profession-
als such as business owners, law 
enforcement officers, and medical 
professionals.  Students can see 

a variety of occupations and ask 
questions directly.

Students who are approaching 
their last semesters here at Ferrum 
should also look into attending the 
Graduate School Fair, which will 
most likely be taking place next 
semester.  This fair will have rep-
resentatives of numerous graduate 
schools for different fields of study.

As we can already tell, the 
Ferrum College Student Govern-

campus students to foster kittens 
and puppies. The student would 
be responsible for litter and food, 
and the Humane Society is respon-
sible for any medical needs of the 
animals. 

It is important for students to 
keep in mind the Ferrum College 
pet policy for resident students, 
which states,” No student will be 
allowed to possess any type of pet 

with the exception of fish. Pets are 
expressly prohibited at all times 
in Franklin Hall, Stanley Library, 
Ferrum Community Health Center, 
and all campus residence halls, 
including apartments.” 

So if you are a commuter, and 
considered “off-campus,” this 
program is open to you. If you live 
on campus and want to help, the 
Human Society is always looking 

for volunteers or donations. Sev-
eral events are happening at the 
Humane Society, so there’s plenty 
to do to get involved. For more 
information, contact the Franklin 
County Humane Society at 540-
489-3491 or email plannedpethood
rockymount@yahoo.com.

owalker@ferrum.edu

see SGA page 8

Mountain dancing and a Carter Family tribute top 
Ferrum College’s 35th Blue Ridge Folklife Festival

Horses and handlers will test their skills as just one of the many events and traditions to experience at the 
2008 Blue Ridge Folklife Festival.

photo courtesy of the Public Relations Office

by Natalie Faunce
Public Relations Director

 The heartfelt songs of the 
Carter Family, the rap of the buck 
dancer’s shoes, and the bay of coon 
dogs will echo across the Ferrum 
College campus at the 35th Blue 
Ridge Folklife Festival, Saturday, 
October 25, 2008.  The festival 
brings together musicians and 
moonshiners, craftsmen and cooks, 
hot rodders and horse pullers—in 
short, the real thing in Blue Ridge 
folk artists and artisans. 
 A Crooked Road Music Trail 
major venue, the Blue Ridge 
Folklife Festival is a family event 
like none other.  Admission is $10 
for adults and $5 for children and 
senior citizens.  Rain or shine, the 
festival gates open at 10 a.m., and 
activities run through 5 p.m.  Park-
ing is free.   
 For roots music lovers, the 
2008 Blue Ridge Folklife Festi-
val packs in three stages of lively 
fiddle-and-banjo tunes, bluegrass 
gospel singing, ballads, and blues.  

see FOLKLIFE page 8
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Honesty of Virginia’s recent governor
and current governor questioned

Penn State student fights streaker charges;
fellow streakers choose a different path

Sept. 13, 2008

Dear Sir,

 The ads on television about 
Mark Warner are nothing but 
lies.  I enclose the proof from 
the Gazette Virginian newspaper 
of South Boston, Va., 24592, on 
Wednesday, August 30, 2006, 
from Talk of the Town.  (Mr. 

Conner encloses a newspaper 
clipping from that newspaper, 
featuring an unsigned column 
alleging that Governor Tim 
Kaine’s annual financial report to 
the General Assembly contained 
“a $137 million state budget 
error.”  Kaine is quoted as saying, 
“As chief executive, I accept 
full responsibility for this.”  The 
writer argues that the budget error 

prevented some road improvement 
projects in Virginia from being 
funded.)
 When tax and spend Governor 
Tim Kaine took over after tax and 
spend X-Governor Mark Warner 
left the Virginia Governor(‘s) seat 
with an error in the state budget 
of $137 million dollars.  I have 
written Kaine twice about the 
matter, but Kaine will not respond.  

Again I ask the simple question—
Whatever happened to being 
honest?

Sincerely,
Elbert I. Conner
Alton, Va.
iconner@juno.com

The Iron Blade wants YOU!

If you want to write, take photographs, design newspaper pages, 
sell advertisements, or  be  a paper  boy  (or girl),  the  campus  
newspaper needs you.  The staff meets weekly from 1:25-2:15 in 
Library Addition 202A.  If you can’t make the meetings, contact 
Dr. Lana Whited, advisor, at 4334 or lwhited@ferrum.edu.

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 

by Aubrey Whelan
Daily Collegian, Penn State

U-WIRE

 Elizabeth Burke had never 
heard of the Mifflin Streak before a 
friend encouraged her to participate 
in it just before midnight on May 
5.
 “I figured, we’re in the middle 
of a college campus,” she said 

Thursday. “It’s some harmless 
fun. ... I was not expecting to be 
charged.”
 Burke (sophomore-liberal arts), 
along with five other Penn State 
students, was charged last month 
with open lewdness and disorderly 
conduct for running naked down 
Mifflin Road on May 5. One other 
student was charged with open 
lewdness, disorderly conduct and 

resisting arrest.
 Burke, however, has hired 
an attorney and is contesting her 
charge of open lewdness, arguing 
she did not cause others to be 
“alarmed and affronted,” as the law 
requires, because the people who 
saw her streaking lined Mifflin 
Road for the express purpose of 
watching the streak.
 But Centre County district 
attorney Michael Madeira says the 
argument misinterprets the law. 
Open lewdness charges are valid 
if the action was merely likely 
to affront someone; whether or 
not the action actually affronted 
someone is irrelevant, he said.
 “This is a novel argument that 
has not been raised in the context 
of more than 20 years [of similar 
cases during finals week],” he said.
 Jeffrey Gesner (senior-
aerospace engineering), one of 
the other students charged with 
open lewdness and disorderly 
conduct, said, like the other 
students charged, he will not be 
contesting his charges. Instead, he 
will participate in an Accelerated 

Rehabilitation Disposition (ARD) 
program.
 By taking advantage of the 
ARD option, the students will 
not issue a plea of guilty or not 
guilty, said Penn State Police Chief 
Steve Shelow. Instead, they will 
participate in a program that, once 
completed, will wipe the charges 
from their records.
 “It’s a one-time opportunity. 
It tends to have some educational 
value associated with it, 
community service associated 
with it,” Shelow said. “Assuming 
the person completes the program 
satisfactorily, [the charge] is wiped 
away as if it never happened.”
 Though Gesner isn’t contesting 
his charges, he said he doesn’t 
regret streaking.
 “What it all boils down to 
is that I just wanted to prove to 
myself that I had the balls to do it,” 
he said. “When this is all said and 
done, I’m going to remember that 
night for the rest of my life. The 
way I see it is, a couple of kids go 
to jail, and the tradition lives on.”
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by Ashley Hale

What is the biggest surprise you have
encountered in your Ferrum experience so far?

Kelda Williams
I didn’t know it was this boring, but 

the professors are cool.

Ty’Neisha Atkins
I didn’t expect everyone to be so 

nice.  Everyone is so jolly.

 Brittany “Bitty” Chumney
There was a naked man outside my 
window one night.  He was drunk 

and decided to streak.

Katie Blacher
A lot of people smoke here.

Walther “Lil J” Horton
The big responsibility of classes.  
Getting up on time, doing home-
work, not takeing . . . it’s not like 

high school.

Doug Currie
The tobacco use. The fact that the 
guys out number the girls.  I am 
used to schools where the girls out 

number the guys.

Shalesha Majors
They have the best chicken strips, 
and the macaroni and cheese is 

good, too.

William “Billy” Fudella
All the different types of people.

Tesha Taylor
That guys continuously use the laun-
dry room window to sneak into Sue 

Wes.
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Student 
Activities
Calendar

What are your major and 
minor?

Agriculture Education 

What do you like most about 
Ferrum College? 
Umm… There is so much, I love 
Ferrum College most because we 
have some of the most wonderful 
people.  At Ferrum, people truly 
care about each other and help 
make everyday a better day 
for our community, nation and 
world. 

How does it feel to be the SGA 
President? 

I am truly honored to be the SGA 
President, I am so honored that 
the student body bestowed me 
with their trust.  Being able to 
bring the voice of students to 
the forefront at Ferrum has been 
amazing. I am excited about the 
rest of the year! 

Explain the SGA’s election 
project.

We have been and still are 
running a registration drive.  
On Sept. 30, we are bringing 
Brooke LaBarbera from (MTV’s) 
“The Real World” to present 

60 seconds with
Tim Shipe

by Dominique Fitzgerald
Staff Writer

a Decision 2008 Non-Partisan 
forum on the issues, and the 
following night, Oct. 1, the SGA 
will proudly host the “Rock 
the Vote 2008 Ferrum Student 
Debate.”  Over the next few 
weeks, we have people manning 
a table in Franklin Hall to get 
people signed up to vote and fi ll 
out their absentee ballots. 

What are your favorite colors?

 Okay, I am not lying: my favorite 
colors are BLACK AND GOLD.  
Let me explain. My high school 
colors were black and gold, and 
Ferrum’s colors are black and 
gold, so they are my favorites.

What is the best food at 
Ferrum?

Well, I like the sweet tea, and I 
also have to say that breakfast in 
the Café is amazing! There is so 
much to choose from! 

Plug: If any students ever need 
anything or are having problems, 
please feel free to email Tim 
Shipe at twshipe@ferrum.edu or 
stop by his offi ce in Franklin Hall 
Career and Student Leadership.

dfi tzgerald@ferrum.edu

compiled by Matt Griffi n
Staff Writer

the Café is amazing! There is so the Café is amazing! There is so 

Monday, October 6
SPIRIT WEEK
SIFE Program Meeting 4 p.m.
PALS Tutoring 6 p.m.
Agriculture Club Meeting 7 p.m.
The Church-Monday Night Praise
 7 p.m.

Tuesday, October 7
Art Gallery Matthew LaRose 
 Exhibit Opening Reception
 4 p.m.
Ferrum Spirit Team 7:30 p.m.
RHA Meeting 9 p.m.
Bingo 9 p.m.

Wednesday, October 8
Hump Day Happenings
Men’s Intramural Football sign ups 
 (Ends Wed October 15)
Copier Services Users Group 
 Meeting 11:00 a.m.
Men’s Soccer vs. Greensboro
 7 p.m.

Thursday, October 9
“How High” 8:30 p.m.
Thirsty Thursday: Bible Study
 7 p.m.

Friday, October 10
Pep Rally and Bon Fire 8 p.m.
Corron Classic @ Westlake

Saturday, October 11
Homecoming Dance
Penn Roediger Field Dedication
Football vs. Maryville College
 2 p.m.
Woman’s Soccer vs. Greensboro 
 College 2 p.m.

Sunday, October 12
Praise Band Rehearsal 4 p.m.
Stress Relief Night 7 p.m.
Theta Chi Epsilon 8 p.m.

Monday, October 13
SIFE Program Meeting 4 p.m.
PALS Tutoring 6 p.m.

Monday, October 13
continued

Agriculture Club Meeting 7 p.m.
The Church-Monday Night Praise 
 7 p.m.
Woman’s Soccer vs. Hollins 
 University 4 p.m.

Tuesday, October 14
RHA Meeting 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 15
RA All Staff Meeting 10 p.m.
Woman’s Volleyball vs. 
 Shenandoah 7 p.m.
Mid-Term Grades Due
Men’s Soccer vs. Washington and 
 Lee University 4 p.m.

Thursday, October 16
Fall Break
Thirsty Thursday: Bible Study 
 8:30 a.m.
Big Buddy Little Buddy Middle 
School Event 3:30 p.m.
Russian Club 7 p.m.

Friday, October 17
Fall Break

Saturday, October 18
Fall Break
Men’s Soccer vs. Warren Wilson 
 7 p.m.
Woman’s Soccer vs. Peace 2 p.m.
Big Buddy Little Buddy Elem. 
 Event 3:30 p.m
.
Sunday, October 19
Fall Break
Woman’s Soccer vs. CNU 2 p.m.
Praise Band Rehearsal 4 p.m.
Theta Chi Epsilon 8 p.m.

mgriffi n@ferrum.edu

Want to nominate someone for the 
60-second interview?  E-mail Dr. 
Lana Whited at lwhited@ferrum.
edu.
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Movie reviews

Michael Rich
Staff Writer 

 Earlier this year, I saw a fi lm 
called “In Bruges” about two 
hit men hiding out in Bruges, 
Belgium, because one hit man had 
botched a job. The movie explored 
the mind of the average hitman. 
The violence in that fi lm was just 
a backdrop to the bigger picture of 
their world. 
 “Bangkok Dangerous,” the 
new fi lm from the Pang brothers, is 
anything but that. Quite frankly, it 

is the opposite.
  Hitman Joe (Nicholas Cage) 
comes to Bangkok on a month-
long assignment to kill four people 
for a local crime boss name Surat 
(Nirattisai Kaljaruek). During 
his stay in Bangkok, Joe hires 
Kong (Shahkrit Yamnarm) as a 
middleman for the assignments. 
Against the rules that he set up for 
himself, Joe takes Kong under his 
wing, showing him the ways of an 
assassin.
 The assassinations are rather 
bloody, often pointless affairs. Two 

of them go off without a hitch. The 
third is a bit messier, considering it 
had onlookers. For the fourth one, 
Joe has to kill the Prime Minister 
of Thailand. This is where Joe 
develops a conscience for what 
he’s doing.
 Two of Joe’s rules are these:  
Don’t ask questions and know 
when its time to get out. 
 I had a lot of questions for 
this movie. One major question 
is why Nicholas Cage agreed to 
star is such a clunker of a movie. 
The second question is why the 

Pang Brothers wanted to do an 
Americanized remake of their 
earlier fi lm. As for the when to get 
out part, I really wanted to get out 
of this movie quickly. 
 The only thing positive I can 
say about “Bangkok Dangerous” 
is this: I have seen Bangkok, 
Thailand, and now I don’t have 
to go to Bangkok, because I have 
seen it in the movie.

Grade: D+

mrich@ferrum.edu

“Bangkok Dangerous” bloody, not so good;
Depicting Bangkok, Thailand, may be its only virtue

by Jaime Winston
Daily Utah Cronicle, U. Utah

U-WIRE

 When “Iron Man” comic book 
hero Tony Stark was kidnapped 
by terrorists and forced to build 
a weapon of mass destruction, 
he instead created a mechanical 
suit that gave him incomparable 
strength and the ability to fl y.
 Now University of 
Utah researchers have built a suit 
that will protect soldiers in combat 
by giving them increased strength 
and endurance.

 “It’s the same thing, but we 
don’t quite have the glowing light 
thing in the chest or (the ability to) 
knock airplanes out of the sky,” 
Jacobsen said. The suit will instead 
be used to reduce troop sizes and 
prevent casualties.
 Stephen Jacobsen managed 
to create a prosthetic arm with 
a team of mechanical engineers 
at the University in 1983, and 
has fi nished constructing the full 
exoskeleton suit.
 The suit, which moves when 
muscles interact with built-in 
electrodes, could replace a group 

of people engaged in tasks such as 
carrying water or supplies.
 “What you want to do is reduce 
the number of people in combat,” 
Jacobsen said. “You can have 
less people out there and be more 
agile.”
 The original prosthetic arm 
has been fi tted for injured Iraq war 
veterans since it was fi rst built.
Jacobsen and his team at Raytheon 
Sarcos, a technological facility 
in the University’s Research 
Park, fi nished the fi rst version of 
the suit a year ago. The person 
wearing the suit holds handles that 

signal the direction of his or her 
movements.
 “It’s like a big power device,” 
Jacobsen said. “You put it on and 
it basically senses where you want 
to move and it moves there.” He 
refers to the technology it uses 
as “get out of the way control,” 
similar to power steering on a car.
 The army will begin evaluating 
the second version when it comes 
out a year from now. The third 
version, which will be released in 

U. of Utah researchers develop Iron Man-like suit

Mark Brown
Information & Communication 

Specialist

Press Release--All aboard 
for two exciting and fun-fi lled 
train excursions from Spencer and 
Greensboro, NC, to Charlottesville, 
VA, and back each day, Saturday, 
Nov. 1st, and Sunday, Nov. 2nd.

The Virginia Autumn 
Train, presented by the North 
Carolina Transportation Museum 
Foundation and the Watauga Valley 
Chapter of the National Railway 
Historical Society, offers rare 
daylight trips through the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and the rolling 
hills of the Carolinas and Virginia, 
using Amtrak and vintage rail 
equipment.

The excursion departs at 7:00 
a.m., each day from the North 
Carolina Transportation Museum 
in Spencer and arrives at 8:00 a.m., 
at the newly restored Greensboro 

Amtrak Station at 236 East 
Washington Street.  Passengers 
can board at either location 
before traveling a railroad line 
that crests the legendary White 
Oak Mountain, passes the Dan, 
Roanoke, and James Rivers before 
arriving in Charlottesville, VA, at 
12:00 p.m.

Home of the University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville is full 
of history, with the homes of 
Presidents Thomas Jefferson 
(Monticello), James Madison 
(Montpelier) and James Monroe 
(Ash Lawn-Highland) nearby.  
It’s a short walk to the historic 
Pedestrian Downtown Mall which 
offers unique shopping and dining 
opportunities. 

Remember the famous TV 
show, “The Walton’s”?  Well, 
the train will pass near Schuyler, 
which provided the basis for many 
of the story lines for The Walton’s.  
Precisely, Schuyler was the setting 

Fall 2008 Rail Excursion:
Virginia Autumn train excursion to roll out of Spencer 

and Greensboro, N.C. bound for Charlottesville, Va.

Virginia bound, the North Carolina Spencer/Greensboro train takes a 
scenic route to Charlottesville.

photo courtesy of the North Carolina Transportantion Museum

see TRAIN page 8

for the series, and was referred 
to as Walton’s Mountain in rural 
Virginia.

After the layover at 

Charlottesville, the train will 
depart at 2:45 p.m., returning 

see IRON MAN page 8
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Sports

Roger Keaton 
Staff writer

 The volleyball team hosted a 
quad match on Friday, September 
19, and stretched its winning streak 
to two games via a mutilation of 
epic proportions. The Methodist 
University volleyball team came to 
Ferrum expecting to compete and 
probably left wondering why they 
had even made the trip.

 Ferrum was led by a pair 
of upperclassmen and a pair of 
freshmen. Senior setter Jessica 
Washburn had 13 assists while 
junior outside hitter Jessica 
Flanagan had 16 kills and eight 
digs. Freshman setter Jenni Carter 
contributed 14 assists while fellow 
rookie setter/ defensive specialist 
Hannah Shumaker added eight digs 
to go along with five kills.

 A great day turned horrible 
quickly against the Greensboro 
College Pride, a team Ferrum 
has never defeated in volleyball. 
Greensboro quickly went up 2-
0 and it looked like the match 
would end soon thereafter but a 
furious comeback in the third game 
rejuvenated the Lady Panthers. 
With the Ferrum Freaks providing 
moral support, Ferrum showed its 
true potential. 

A raucous environment 
provided by fans and excellent play 

by Flanagan, Carter, Shumaker, 
Lauren Thurman, and company 
seemed to fluster the Pride. Shame 
was bountiful for the team from 
North Carolina and Ferrum was 
able to tie up the match at two 
games apiece. Ferrum’s comeback 
attempt ran out of gas during 
the fifth game in what would 
be a precursor to the rest of the 
weekend.

The following day, fatigue 
appeared to set in at Peace College 
for the Lady Panthers. Ferrum 
lost to Methodist College in five 
games, with four of those games 
being decided by three points or 
less, two going to overtime. The 
Lady Panthers’ second match of 
the day ended after four games 
against the host team. Flanagan, 
Shumaker, Washburn, Carter, and 
Thurman all played solid games in 
losing efforts.

The Ferrum volleyball team’s 
record dropped to 2-8 (2-4 USA 
South). Flanagan said of the 
weekend that fatigue was a factor 
in the losses, but the team is 
nonetheless coming together. They 
have struggled some early in the 
season but are getting experience 
for young players. As the team 
gains experience, more success 
will come.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

Devyn Pierson 
Staff Writer

Ferrum College has added 
a new member to the Athletics 
department. Coach Lew Hege is 
the new tennis coach for both the 
men and women’s programs. He 
was eagerly sought out by Abe 
Naff to fill the position. Coach 
Hege has a great tennis background 
himself. He played for Ferrum 
during their outstanding undefeated 
stretch from 1965 all the way 
through 1972.

Hege says he feels “great” 
about coming to Ferrum to coach 
tennis. “The team is ready to 
compete and win some games,” 
he said. “I feel strongly about the 
(women) in particular; there’s a lot 
of talent on our (women’s) team”. 

As for his expectations for 
the upcoming seasons, Hege said, 
“We will win, and we will be a 
challenge for our competitors.  We 
are looking forward to improving 
as we progress through the 
season.”

Hege spoke proudly about 
the players he expects to step 
up and lead each team. For the 
women’s team, he mentioned 
Brittany Rogers, a senior, and 
junior Morgan Moran. Hege also 
says there are a few freshmen he’s 
excited to work with this season. 

The men’s team has five 
out of six of last year’s players 
returning. This puts the team at a 
higher advantage in the experience 
column.

On Saturday, Sept. 20, the 
men’s team won the “Bud Skeens 
Memorial Tournament,” named 
for Ferrum’s long-time tennis 
coach and history professor, 
which brought to campus teams 
such as Guilford, Lynchburg, 
and Randolph.   Ferrum scored 
24 points, outpacing runner-up 
Lynchburg.  Romy Fajardo (No. 
2), Chris Brown (No. 5), and 
Alex Bradley (No. 6).  Bradley 
lost just seven games in the entire 
tournament.

dpierson@ferrum.edu

Volleyball wins at home against Methodist,
runs out of gas on the road

New tennis coach is no stranger to Ferrum

Lew Hege is Ferrum’s new men’s and women’s tennis coach and a 
Ferrum tennis alumnus.

photo courtesy of Ferrum Sports Information Office

Junior Jessica Flanagan adds 20 kills and 8 digs against Greensboro 
College, bringing these stats to 36 and 21 for the Sept. 29 meet.

photo courtesy of Ferrum Sports Information Office
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on the theme as it is now worded: 
“Legacy of the Past, Challenges 
of the Present: Gender Roles 
in a Changing World.”  The 
Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner of Human 
Rights in Geneva, Switzerland, 
said in a publication in April 
2003, “violence against women 
means any act of gender-based 
violence that results in, or is likely 
to result in, physical, sexual or 
psychological harm or suffering 
to women, including threats of 
such acts, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivation of liberty, whether 
occurring in public or in private 

THEME from page 1
life, and including domestic 
violence, crimes committed 
in the name of honor, crimes 
committed in the name of passion, 
trafficking in women and girls, 
traditional practices harmful to 
women, including female genital 
mutilation, early and violence 
related to commercial sexual 
exploitation as well as economic 
exploitation..”

Q. How do you feel about the 
theme chosen?
A. I’m excited!  It’s an exciting 
and interesting theme.  All of the 
three schools at Ferrum are busy 

planning programs that reflect the 
theme.

Q. What can the campus do to 
support this theme?
A.  Just come to the events! We 
plan theses events specifically 
for the students, and the campus 
community can support the theme 
by just coming.  

 There will be multiple events 
coming up in reference to our 
theme.  Here are two coming up 
soon:
 Dr. Milt Rowan, associate 
professor of history, will make 

a presentation called “Getting 
the Vote: the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement in the U.S.” on 
Monday, Sept. 29, at 4 p.m. in the 
Virginia Room of Franklin Hall.
 On Tuesday, Sept.30, Brooke 
LaBarbera of MTV’s The Real 
World will be in the Panther’s Den 
at 8 p.m.  She will be encouraging 
students to vote in the upcoming 
presidential election.
 More events in support of 
the campus-wide theme will be 
occurring throughoutt the year, so 
watch for the publicity
. 

btaylor@ferrum.edu

ment Association is extremely 
proative and determined to make 
this a great year for every student.  
Everyone should expect excellence 
out of this group because of what 
they have already started.

Class officers are as follows: 

Senior class:  to be determined 

Junior Class: 
President, Brittney Greene
Vice President, Courtney Wilson; 
Secretary, Sherese Payne; 
Treasurer, Jeffery Williams; 

SGA from page 2

 Dale Jett, grandson of A. P. 
and Sara Carter, heads up a musical 
tribute to the legacy of the original 
Carter Family, the country music 
giants of the Great Depression who 
were natives of Southwest Virginia.  
Two Mountain Dance workshops 
will feature premiere Blue Ridge 
buck dancers, flat footers, and 
cloggers in an exploration of the 
nuances of traditional dance in the 
region. 
 The Mountain Comforts 
Quilt Show will feature over  
100 quilt entries in adult and 

youth categories, while retired 
moonshiners and revenuers 
swap memories of their cat-and-
mouse games on the storytelling 
stage.  Nearly 50 folk artisans 
will be demonstrating old-time 
skills, everything from tatting to 
blacksmithing, and many will have 
their handmade items for sale. 
 Festival-goers with a taste 
for power are sure to enjoy a 
wealth of restored machinery 
in operation—tractors, a rock 
crusher, a wheat thresher, a grist 
mill, and, of course, automobiles.  

The excitement of horse pulls, 
coon dog contests, sheep herding 
demonstrations, and the Virginia 
State Championship Coon Mule 
Jumping contest will enthrall 
animal lovers.  For youngsters 
the Blue Ridge Festival offers a 
continuous slate of folk games that 
entertained earlier generations.  
When hunger strikes, the BRFF 
features nothing but old-time 
country foods—no hot dogs or 
hamburgers here.
 “Thoroughly authentic,” says 
The New York Times.  The 2008 

Blue Ridge Folklife Festival is 
supported in part by a grant to the 
Crooked Road Music Trail from 
the Virginia Commission for the 
Arts and funding from the Virginia 
Foundation for the Humanities. 

The Blue Ridge Folklife 
Festival covers the campus of 
Ferrum College.  Follow the 
Crooked Road (Route 40 west) 
10 miles from Rocky Mount, 
Virginia, to Ferrum.  For more 
information, call 540-365-4416, 
email bri@ferrum.edu or visit 
www.blueridgeinstitute.org.  

FOLKLIFE from page 2

Sophomore Class:
President, Jeremiah Cook
Vice President, Star Smith; 
Treasurer, TBD;
Secretary, TBD 

Freshman Class: 
President, Ray Willoughby; 
Vice President, Caitlin Fournier; 
Secretary, Corrie Kondek; 
Treasurer, Jessica Thomas.

bhall@ferrum.edu

to Greensboro at 6:30 p.m., and 
arriving at Spencer at 8:00 p.m. 

We are pleased to offer two 
types of First Class service beside 
regular coach service.  First Class 
fare includes continental breakfast 
and newspapers on the way to 
Charlottesville along with dinner 
on the return trip, served in vintage 
dining and lounge cars.  Premium 
tickets are $225.00 per person. 

Coach seating will feature 
wide windows, adjustable seats, 
and convenient access to the 
commissary car.  Coach tickets 
are available for $135.00.  All cars 
feature air conditioning, heat, and 

rest rooms.  Parking is free at both 
the North Carolina Transportation 
Museum in Spencer and at the 
Greensboro Amtrak Station. 

For reservations and 
information, call 704-636-2889, 
ext. 232,  or visit our web site at 
www.nctrans.org.

These are trips you do not 
want to miss along the former 
Washington - Atlanta Southern 
Railway main line.  The trips are 
expected to sell out fast so please 
make your reservation early.  
Spend a day traveling without 
using a tank of gas.

TRAIN from page 6
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applications like transporting 
material.
 Raytheon Sarcos personnel 
would not reveal the cost of the 
project, but according to an article 
in Popular Science the exoskeleton 
is a part of a seven-year, $75-
million program supported by 
the Defense Advanced Research 
Project Agency for the Department 
of Defense.
 If it’s a success, it won’t only 
be used by the military, Jacobsen 
said. He envisions the exoskeleton 
being used in hospitals, safely 
carrying patients and helping those 
who are paralyzed. It could also 
one day be used in firefighting and 

construction.
University researchers and interns 
in biomechanics, kinematics, 
computer science and engineering 
contributed to the project.
 Former student Wayco 
Scroggin, director of 
manufacturing for the exoskeleton, 
said the suit isn’t difficult to 
operate.
 “When we put people in it, in 
five or six seconds they know how 
to run it,” he said. “We have yet to 
find very many things we ask it to 
do and it won’t.”
Jacobsen was the first person to 
wear the suit.
 Current versions of the 

suit allow the operator to walk 
comfortably at 3.5 mph and run 
at 5.5 mph while carrying 150 
lbs. The upper portion of the 
exoskeleton allows 40 lbs. to be 
held with a fully extended arm 
indefinitely.
 Marc Olivier, core investigator 
for the project, was one of the first 
to use the exoskeleton.
“There’s never a dull moment; you 
don’t have time to get bored,” said 
Olivier, who has been working on 
the project for about seven years.
Olivier said his main focus is 
on the power and control of the 
exoskeleton.
 The machine is powered using 

a large electric cable attached to a 
land-based power supply.
 Olivier hopes to develop and 
attach a power pack to the back of 
the exoskeleton for long-range use.
 The idea for an exoskeleton 
has been around a long time, but 
Raytheon Sarcos used miniaturized 
circuitries to make the suit more 
manageable, Jacobsen said.
Jacobsen and his team are 
working on the next version of the 
suit, which is aimed at reducing 
power consumption and hardening 
it against environmental factors.


