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Blake DiMeglio was awarded the $100 cash prize after participating in the 
fall Energy Survey.                                          photo provided by Rachel Troyer

Rachel Troyer

The first round of the Energy 
Survey was completed during the fall 
semester, with 350 student participants 
and 150 staff and faculty participants.  
Blake DiMeglio won the $100 cash 
prize.  

The follow-up survey will be 
conducted April 12 through 23.  The 
second cash prize will be awarded 
during exam week.  To be eligible to 
win $100, please take 5 minutes to 
fill out a survey online.  A live link to 
the Energy Survey will be posted on 
Angel and sent to all campus e-mail 
addresses.  There will be a survey 
station in Franklin Hall during lunch 
hours April 12-14.  
 
Ferrum College Energy Facts:
*AEP (Ferrum’s power provider) 
relies on coal to generate at least 80 
percent of its power capacity.
*Coal is the primary source of power 

Ferrum Energy Survey: Take Two
in this region, followed distantly by 
other non-renewable sources such as 
natural gas and renewable sources 
such as hydroelectric.
*Ferrum College paid about $100,000 
for power (electric, gas and oil) in  
2009.
*Plans are being developed to build a 
biomass boiler plant on campus to  
provide heat and electricity using 
wood chips, switch grass and other  
renewable resources.
*The facilities staff and Breakell Inc. 
are in the process of installing subme-
tering equipment (measuring real time 
energy use) in 13 buildings on cam-
pus (All nine residence halls, student 
center, science center, administration 
building and the President’s home)
*Monitors will be installed in kiosks 
around campus to display real time 
energy use in each building.  These 
displays will allow students to see 
changes based upon their practices.

Interested in finding out 
what it takes

to apply for the
PEACE CORPS?

On Thursday, April 15
at 6:30 pm

in the Panther’s Den

Dr. Richard LaBarbera,
 a former Peace Corps volunteer 

in the Philippines,
will talk about 

the Peace Corps experience.

The qualifications to be part of the 
Peace Corps

have gotten more complex.

The earlier you plan. 
the better chance you have 

of being accepted.

If you have ever entertained the 
thought of joining
the Peace Corps,

you owe it to yourself
to explore the possibility.

Former 
Peace 
Corps

volunteer
to speak 

Congressional leaders visit campus

U.S. Senator Mark Warner (D-Va.) and Representative Tom Perriello (D-Va.) visited the campus on Tuesday, April 
6, for discussions about the theme of sustainability and the college’s efforts to reduce energy usage. Representative 
Tom Perriello talks with (L-R) Sam Lionberger, chair of the college’s Board of Trustees, Glen Stevens, assistant 
professor of environmental science; and John Carlin, director of Public Relations.

photo by Sheila Nichols
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Mark Twain 
party
honoring

the 100th anniversary
of his death

April 21, 2010
12:30 p.m.

Panther's Den

Bring your own lunch and
your favorite Twain quotation!

featuring
a performance by 
R. Rex Stephenson

and period music

The Programme:

If Mr. Twain has not irreparably 
insulted members of The Jack Tale 
Players, they may join him in this 
programme.  The sponsor can-
not predict the precise personnel 
of this organization, as some of 
them are hiding out from casting 
directors at the Wofhouse   Dinner 
Theatre and others may be pressed 
into sailing to Helena, Arkansas.  
Be assured that some of them will 
appear if their conditions permit.

Jody D. Brown will hold forth as 
the Interviewer and Emily Rose 
Tucker will demonstrate the dif-
ficulties of marrying an older 
husband, unless either of these 
women finds honest employment 
before the performance, in which 
case these sections will be omit-
ted.  Howeveer, no money will be 
refunded.

Mr. Twain has been hiding out in 
western Franklin County passing 
himself off as a Ferrum College 
professor and writing a few new 
works under the pseudonym R. 
Rex Stephenson.

The performance is funded by the 
Blue Ridge Dinner Theatre and the 
Integrated Programming Board.  Phot 
of Dr. R. Rex Stephenson by Dr. Ken 
McCreedy.  Photo of Mark Twain 
courtesy of the University of Ports-
mouth (UK) web site.

Government and college leaders 
take part in Town Hall meeting

(Above) Representative Tom Perriello (D-Va.) addresses the Town Hall 
meeting on the topic of Ferrum's theme of sustainabity on Tuesday, April 6, 
in the Blue Ridge Mountain Room.  

(At left) President Jennifer Braaten and Mark Warner talk on their way to 
the Town Hall meeting early Tuesday afternoon.

photo by Sheila Nichols

EXAMINATION SCHEDULE
SPRING SEMESTER 2009-2010

 
Exam Date                   Time of Class           Day                Time of Exam  
Monday                        8:00-8:55              MWF            8:00-10:00
April 26                        9:05-10:00            MWF          10:30-12:30          
                                     9:30-10:50            TR               14:00-16:00
                                     6:45-9:30              M                 18:45-20:45

Tuesday                        8:00-9:20             TR                 8:00-10:00
April 27                      10:10-11:05           MWF           10:30-12:30
                                    11:00-12:20          TR                14:00-16:00
                                     6:45-9:30              T                  18:45-20:45

Wednesday                 11:15-12:10            MWF             8:00-10:00 
April 28                        2:00-3:20             TR               10:30-12:30
                                     1:25-2:20              MWF           14:00-16:00
                                     6:45-9:30              W                 18:45-20:45

Thursday                    12:30-1:50             TR                  8:00-10:00           
April 29                      12:20-1:15             MWF           10:30-12:30
                                     2:30-3:50             MW              14:00-16:00
                                     6:45-9:30             R                  18:45-20:45
          
If a student has (3) examinations on the same day, a makeup time
 may be scheduled to the mutual agreement of the student and 
the faculty member.

Sasha Saari
Director of International Programs

 It is once again time to begin 
planning for our annual Intercul-
tural Festival. The festival will take 
place this year in the Panther’s Den 
on Wednesday, April 14. If you are 
interested in representing a country or 
a culture by displaying artifacts, wear-
ing traditional clothing, sharing travel 
photographs, videos and stories, etc., 

Intercultural Festival 2010 
is scheduled

please e-mail Elaine Carter at eca-
trer@ferrum.edu. Indicate your name 
and country or culture of interest. In 
addition to exhibits we will have inter-
national food and entertainment, and 
all of our international students will be 
available for conversation.
 This is always a very nice event 
and we look forward to numerous 
participants and visitors!
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“Sproing!!!”
Glenn Thompson

Special to the Iron Blade

 It is so official…Spring has 
sprung!
 Every window’s view from the 
house sports a cornucopia of colors, 
backed by an even richer verdigris 
rainbow of growth and nature.  At 
sunrise, the hundreds of daffodils 
stand tall; white, yellow, pink, and 
peach soldiers of the morning.
 The incredible palette of 
developing tulips makes my hands 
ache for brush and easel.
 Grape hyacinths are cute.  No 

getting around it…they are tiny and 
cute.  When I get down on the ground 
and look at little rows of their tiny 
clusters, I am reminded of walking 
vineyards in Europe…I smile.
 We are also due a Spring batch 
of little furries.  Over the course of 
the winter we managed to get two of 
our outdoor charges to the vet for the 
great fixing…but unfortunately, not 
her majesty Cleocatra…she swells 
with life.  So…anyone out there was 
thinking of getting a kitty…I will soon 
have a batch of the cutest you have 
ever seen…for free.

There is something else out each 
and every window of the house…
trees.  Many of which I have planted 
over the past thirteen years, hand-in-
hand (and shovel) with my beloved.  
When her mother built this house, we 
planted trees on our first visit.  Those 
are now taller than the house, guarding 
over their smaller compatriots; the 

fruit of many subsequent plantings.
Yes…I have a thing for trees.  I 

have loved them since tinyhood, and 
have planted around a thousand of 
them so far in my life.  Here on our 
little two acres we have planted over 
three dozen already, and plan for an 
equal number in the future.  I will not 
live to see the beautiful little forest 
this will become, but the grandchild I 
will meet in November will…and he 
or she can look at them and know me 
just a little better I hope.

Which brings me up to the favor…
did not see that one coming, did you?

I was supposed to graduate next 
month with the class of 2010, and now 
that is not the case.  I had planned to 
celebrate that event in a multitude of 
ways, one of which would be to plant 
a tree someplace I know it will have a 
chance to grow.  I now make a request 
of my graduating classmates…kind of 
obvious, I know.  

Whatever else you and yours 
do to celebrate this incredible 
accomplishment…plant a tree.  
Whatever kind or color or such you 
like…doesn’t matter…as long as you 
do it.  Then maybe, as time goes on, 
you will add the event to your future 
holiday celebrations and such, and 
continue planting trees.  

By planting trees we help 
insure a future for ourselves and 
our children…and of course, our 
grandchildren, etc.   All faiths, but 
most especially Christianity, remind 
us we are the stewards of this earth, 
and the first and foremost duty of this 
responsibility is the care of the planet 
and all that reside upon it.

If you take no other teaching from 
here, please take that with you... 

gthompson@ferrum.edu

To the Sports Editor,

 Thank you for the praise. I am 
glad that regardless of size, it is the 
heart and desire of the individual and 
the intent of that desire that stands 
as a example. I would like to also 
express my thanks and gratitude to the 
members of the men”s and women’s 
teams. As our season is winding to a 
close, I have been around people that 
truly have a love for the sport that has 
given me so much. I had played at 
Bluefield College previously but when 

I came to Ferrum, I had only one year 
to play. Bob, Daniel, Darrin, Chris 
(Fischer and Miller), John and Matt, are 
my brothers on the court. But I would 
like to give a special consideration 
to two people. Scotty McDowell and 
Michael Quinn. They don’t play much, 
but some of my most driven points have 
been against these two. Truly to grow 
is to be in battle, I have played team 
tennis since my freshmen year in high 
school (1986-87) and played in THREE 
decades--1986-1990, high school; 1992-

1995 Bluefield College; and 2009-2010, 
Ferrum College.
 I have seen a lot in my day, but I’m 
glad I’m finishing my college career 
here. All the members of the men’s 
and women’s team, I thank you for the 
chance to play alongside you. Thank 

you Coach Hege, for the chance of 
playing, winning and finishing here. I 
am humbled by the opportunity to play. 
I love you all for the chance to play this 
sport I love so much.

Jay Dotson

A thank you letter to the sports editor

Staff/Student basketball game
Saturday April 17 at 5:30 in Swartz Gym.

Looking for Faculty and Staff that
are interested in playing!

Please e-mail Chris Rill at crill@ferrum.edu 
if you are interested.
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  Matt Bird

What do you think could be done to reduce the problem 
of vulgar language and actions exhibited

by some students on campus?

Ben Onserio

Put some posts at strategic points 
to remind the victims 

to use “common sense.”

Tyler Milstead

Be a leader by setting an example.  
It starts with you.

Chad Heflin

Issue citations.

Andrew Maxwell

Policing ourselves and having
respect for others.

Brittany Kemp

Tuition should be decreased 
for less profanity heard 

by peers and employees.

Marcus Burwell

If vulgar language was used 
in the classrooms, 

the student’s grades could be affected.

Ethan Fowlkes

Every time a vulgar comment or action 
takes place you must perform

10 pushups on the spot.

Corey Anderson

When a curse word is heard on campus, 
25 cents should be paid in a jar 

for each word said.

Sam Catron

Leading by example. 
“Actions speak lounder than words.”
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Student  Activities  Calendar

see Tips  page 6

compiled by Ellie Miller
Staff Writer

Monday, April 12, 2010
9 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Annual Student Juried Awards 
Exhibit, E. Taylor Greer Art Gallery, 
Stanley Library through April 17
6 – 6:45 p.m., Agriculture Club Mtg 
Garber 123
6 – 7 p.m.
Bouldering Session
Bouldering Wall, Fitness Center
7 – 8 p.m.
The Church, Vaughn Chapel
8:15 – 10:15 p.m.
Sex Seminar, AV Auditorium
9 – 10 p.m.
PEM Club Meeting
Trophy Room, Swartz Gym
 
Tuesday, April 13, 2010
5:30 – 8 p.m.
Preventing Child Abuse Awareness 
Month, Panthers Den
 
Wednesday, April 14, 2010
1 – 4:30 p.m., Annual Intercultural 
Festival,  Panthers Den
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Teacher Education Portfolio 
Presentations
Beckham 101, 103, 202, 204, and 317 
(Confirm) Britt 106, 107, LA 201 and 
202A
6:30 – 8:30 p.m
Colleges Against Cancer/Relay for 
Life Meetings
Beckham 103

Wednesday, April 14 continued
7:30 – 9 p.m.
Spring Choral and Bell Ensemble 
Concert, Vaughan Chapel
 
Thursday, April 15, 2010
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Spring Undergraduate Research 
Conference
LA 201
3:30 – 6 p.m.
Big Buddy Little Buddy Field Day 
Outside of Fitness Center
8 – 10:30 p.m., Coffee House 
Panthers Den
8 – 9 p.m.
Recharging Thursday Night Bible 
Study, Roberts Hall Conf. Room
 
Friday, April 16, 2010
10 – 11:30 a.m.
Safety Committee Monthly Meeting
Beckham Conference Room
6 – 11 p.m., Spring Fling 
7:30 – 9 p.m.
Jazz and Gospel Concert
Sale Theatre, Schoolfield Hall
 
Saturday, April 17, 2010
8 a.m. –  4 p.m., Open House
6 – 11 p.m., Spring Fling 

Sunday, April 18, 2010
12 – 5 p.m.
Disc Golf 
Burrows Tennis Court Pavilion

emiller@ferrum.edu

Tristen Ashley
Senior Staff Writer

 For Dr. Gary Angel, being in a 
band is almost instinctive.  Currently, 
his band “Rockin’ Alive” consists of 
five members: Dr. Faye Angel, Brynn 
Angel, Jonathan Seale, Whitney Scott 
and himself.  “It would be ridiculous 
to be me without playing in a band,” 
he says.  “I can’t think of not doing 
it.”
 “Rockin’ Alive” showed off their 
abilities in the Panther’s Den on 
March 13.  The band played for about 
150 people throughout the night.  
 Many of the faculty came out 
to support the band and enjoy the 
music as did several students.  A few 
spectators danced to the music though 
many were content to observe.  
 “Rockin’ Alive specializes 
in vintage music, specifically 
“Rockabilly” music which combines 
1950s style Rock-n-Roll with country 
music.  Rockabilly music was 
especially popular in the 1960s.  
 Angel, a philosophy professor, 
says he has been in several bands 
at Ferrum College for over the past 
twenty years.  Other faculty members 
have also been in the band with Angel 
but the type of music that was played 
has remained the same.   
 Angel says that this current band 
has been together for two years, which 

is the longest he says he has ever 
been in a band.  “Bands don’t last 
very long,” he says.  “You can be in 
a band with your best friends and the 
band can break up the friendship.” 
 Angel credits the longevity of the 
band to the face that everyone just 
likes to play.  “There is no tension,” 
he says.  “We just play the music.” 
 The songs they play are much 
older than three of the band 
members.  “The interesting thing 
about this band is that many of the 
members are so young,” says Angel.  
“I grew up with (this music), but they 
grew into it.” 
 Angel says that many of the band 
members just fell into place.  Angel 
has been playing in a band with his 
wife for several years.  Dr. Faye 
Angel, a member of the business 
faculty, was helping with sound many 
years ago for her husband’s band and 
was asked to sit at the drums.  
 “I had always had trouble with 
drummers,” he says.  “She sat 
down and she was good.  I have 
had no desire to play with any other 
drummer since.” 

Renata Follman
The Rebel Yell, Univ. of Las Vegas

 For many students, spring 
break and graduation invite more 
intense partying than usual. But the 
party’s over once that drunk guy 
starts knocking over lamps, talking 
obnoxiously, and puking all over the 
place.
 The real problem for friends is 
figuring out what is the responsible 
and healthy thing to do. What do 
doctors recommend when it’s time to 
assist your drunk friend?
 “Fluids, fluids, fluids,” said Dr. 
Daliah Wachs, a family physician. 
“Try to keep the person hydrated at all 
times.”

 The liquid of choice should 
probably be water. Juices can be given 
too, but just make sure the friend is 
not diabetic. Dr. Wachs explained that 
alcoholic drinks can be very sugary 
and that topping that off with a sugary 
juice can raise one’s blood sugar level 
to a risky level.
 And though it may seems like 
typical drunk behavior, Dr. Wachs 
advised, “Do not let them fall.”
 Though it sounds like common 
sense, she explained that it is 
important to watch where your 
friend is going. A head injury can be 
seriously damaging.
 Another well-known tip that 

Tips for taking care
of your drunk friend  

 Brynn Angel plays the key board 
and sings vocals for the band.  “I 
thought I had a powerful voice, and 
then there is Brynn,” he says.  “She 
has developed a lot since she started 
playing in the band.”  
 Whitney Scott plays the saxophone 

and sings vocals.  “Having a 
saxophone is essential in this type of 
music,” he says. 
 Angel knew Jonathan Seale 
through his son, Stuart.  “Jonathan was 
like a second son, and he played in a 
band with my son,” he says.  Angel 
realized that the band would need 
someone to play the bass.  “Luckily, 
Jonathan was available.” 
 Angel says he longs for the music 
of yester-year.  Angel says he admires 
the vintage character that 1950s and 
60s rock used to have.  “Nothing I hear 
today has the character of the music 
back then,” he says.  “It (modern 
music) sounds too good.”  
 Angel says that his influences come 
from many places from Buck Owens 
and Johnny Cash to Elvis and Rick 
Wilson.  However, for Angel, “The 
Beatles” capture all of the elements 
that he admires.  “Back then there was 
this tremendous blossoming of music,” 
he says.  “And all of that eventuated 
into “The Beatles.” 
 Angel says that he appreciates 
modern music but much prefers the 
simplicity of the older genre.  “Back 
then, every time an artist came out 
with a new record, you knew who it 
was in the first few bars,” he says.  

“There was character in the voice.”  
 Angel says he has had a love affair 
with vintage Rockabilly music starting 
when he was five with his love of 
country music.  Now he says he feels 
like he needs to share that love.  “I 
want to bring that music back out,” he 
says.  “I do it with a certain sense of 
urgency.”
 In addition to playing music with 
his band, Angel also writes some of 
the songs that “Rockin’ Alive” plays.  
Angel says he started writing music 
in the late 1970s and he used to spend 
most of his days in his studio writing 
music but never liked what he had 
written.  “I didn’t know how to write 
songs,” he says.  “I hadn’t lived long 
enough to be able to write.  The only 
way you can write a song is to let it 
assail you” 
 Though his songs are original, they 
have a classic flare to them.  “I write 
music in the old vain,” he says.  “I 
guess I’m locked back there.” 

tashley@ferrum.edu

Ferrum Folks:  Dr. Gary Angel

Dr. Gary Angel   photo by Ginny Seale
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Movie Reviews

The
Iron Blade
wants you!

If you want to 
get involved 

with journalism 
during 2010-11,

contact 

Bethany Lackey 
@ blackey@

ferrum.edu, or

Lana Whited @ 
lwhited@

ferrum.edu
 or at 365-4334.

Michael Rich
Senior Staff Writer 

 When watching the trailer for 
“Greenberg,” you get a sense that 
this might be a “dramedy” about a 
man trying to figure out his purpose 
in life. Sadly that is far from the 
case. Watching “Greenberg” is like 
being trapped at your friend’s therapy 
session. Writer and director Noah 
Baumbach clearly thought this man’s 
pain would be good entertainment.
 Phillip Greenberg (Chris Messina) 
is going on a trip to Vietnam with 
his family. Phillip gets his troubled 
older brother Roger (Ben Stiller) to 
housesit. Roger is on the verge of 
turning 41 years old. During his stay, 
he meets his brother’s 21-year-old 
assistant Florence (Greta Gerwig), an 
aspiring singer who is having trouble 
finding her voice. Florence begins a 
delicate relationship with Roger, who 
had done a stint in a mental hospital. 
All the while, Roger tries to reconnect 
with people that he used to know in 
his 20s.

“Greenberg” unlikely to bring in the green at box office 
 There is a lot of stuff we don’t 
know about Roger. Why Roger was 
first institutionalized is something that 
Noah Baumbach decides is better left 
unknown. Baumbach doesn’t seem to 
have much use for Florence, which I 
find odd. However, Roger would be a 
useful sparring partner if Ivan Schrank 
(Rhys Ifans) gets tiring.
 Director Noah Baumbach mined 
similar territory in “The Squid and the 
Whale” in which Jeff Daniels was the 
self-absorbed pain in the ass. While 
Daniels at least made good on the 
material given to him, Stiller doesn’t. 
Stiller’s character is so annoying that 
you wonder why anyone puts up with 
him. Several scenes later, Stiller’s 
character apologizes for his actions, 
which make you hate him more.
 Besides a couple of small scenes at 
the end of the film, this movie is really 
a chore to sit through. I think I could 
easily say that it is an early candidate 
for the year’s worst film.

mrich@ferrum.edu

Giving “Date Night” a try 
can prove dangerous

Perry Seibert
All Movie Guide

 This action comedy tells the tale 
of mild-mannered married couple Phil 
(Steve Carell) and Claire (Tina Fey) 
who fear their relationship may be 
falling into a stale rut. During their 
weekly date night, they impetuously 
steal a dinner reservation, which 
leads to a case of mistaken identity. 
Turns out the reservation was for a 
pair of thieves, and now a number of 
unsavory characters want Phil and 
Claire killed. If they can survive a 
wacky life-threatening night, they may 

just rediscover the passion missing 
from their marriage. 

Director:  Shawn Levy
Starring:
Steve Carell, Tina Fey, Mark 
Wahlberg, Kristen, Wiig, James 
Franco, Leighton Meester
Theatrical Release Date:
04/09/2010
Rating:
 PG-13
MPAA Reasons:
for sexual and crude content 
throughout, language, some violence 
and a drug reference.

TIPS from page 5
underestimated: Do not let friends 
who have been drinking drive. And 
after a few drinks, common sense 
is usually out the window, it is 
everyone’s job to keep the keys from 
drunken people.
 In general, don’t let friends who 
have been drinking operate any kind 
of heavy machinery. Dr. Wachs has 
seen a lot of injuries, especially in 
beach settings, involving jet skis.
 This next one is especially for the 
girls: She reminds not to drink out of 
a glass you left unattended for a while. 
Rohypnol, also known as roofies, and 
other “date rape drugs” are supposedly 
the new trend.
 If your friend is to the point where 
they are vomiting, be sure to keep him 
or her lying on his or her side. When a 
person lies on the back, the vomit can 

go to their lungs and they [choke on 
it],” Dr. Wachs explained.
 As far as holding down your liquid 
lunch, Dr. Wachs said that myths like 
greasy food helps stop vomiting are 
nothing more than just tales.
 “Your body is really smart,” she 
said, noting that the body rids toxins 
naturally. “You [will] vomit no matter 
what.”
 But if your friend shows symptoms 
like lack of discernible speech, 
disorientation or lack of consciousness 
at severe levels, he or she is beyond 
your help. This is the time to call 911.

Dr. Wachs offered preventative 
measures: limit the amount 
of alcoholic drinks to two, eat 
beforehand and drink water in 
between drinks.
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Sports
Panther Profile:

AnnMichelle Bolt

photo courtesy of Sports Information

Vanessa Torres 
Staff Writer

     There has always been a time in 
life when someone has felt like a 
leader and achieved success with his 
or her hard work. This time has come 
for AnnMichelle Bolt. Growing up in 
Henrico County outside of Richmond 
and going to Mills E. Godwin High 
School, Bolt always knew what she 
wanted to do when she went to college. 
She decided to go to Ferrum College 
because it had the major she wanted.

Upon arrival, Bolt found out that 
the lacrosse team needed more people 
to play. She went to tryouts, and 
Coach Karen Harvey was extremely 
encouraging. The other women on the 
team had great personalities, so Bolt 
decided to play. She says lacrosse 
helped her adjust to school and meet 
more people. “I knew lacrosse was 
going to be great exercise and a great 
sport to learn how to play,” Bolt says 
Throughout her four years on the team 
Bolt has learned to be a great leader and 
captain on the field as well as off.  
     Studying psychology has been her 
dedication for the past four years, along 
with dabbling in her minor, English. Dr. 
Kevin Reilly is one of the professors 
Bolt has looked up to in the past year. 
“He has been very motivational, making 
learning fun…he also knows a lot 
about psychology and is very smart.” 
After graduation, Bolt is going to go to 
Liberty University for graduate school 
so that she can focus on Marriage and 
Family Counseling. 

She has received many honors for 
her hard work. Off the field, she has 
been a part of Psi Chi, the International 
Honor Society in Psychology, and 
Ferrum’s chapter of Alpha Chi, the 
national honor society.  Three years in 
a row, Bolt has been named Academic 
All-Conference. She also participated 

in an undergraduate research project 
funded by the Appalachian College 
Association during her junior year.

With this season coming to an 
end, Bolt has worked hard on the field 
by making a “hat trick,” three goals 
in one game, when women’s lacrosse 
played Randolph College. As a team 
captain, Bolt has really impacted many 
people, especially the freshman. Brooke 
Hewartson, who says, “AnnMichelle has 
really been great on the team…she made 
me feel welcome and she’s always been 
very nice and encouraging no matter 
what is going on.” This is the leadership 
Bolt worked to accomplish.  She wants 
to be there for her team if they ever feel 
upset about a loss or with each other and 
encourage teammates to always push on.  
     With graduation coming soon, Bolt 
is very excited that her hard work has 
paid off with the help of her team and 
everyone at Ferrum College. “I’m really 
going to miss Ferrum because they 
have really helped me grow as a person. 
Everyone did… and helped me become 
who I am today.”

vtorres@ferrum.edu

Roger L. Keaton, III
Sports Editor

     This is the second of a two-part series 
covering all sports at Ferrum College. 
This part features volleyball, men’s and 
women’s basketball, softball, baseball, 
and other miscellaneous information 
related to sports at Ferrum College.
     Volleyball consistently won less than 
ten matches a season in the first part of 
the decade but has been a constantly 
competitive team since Nancy Howlett 
became head coach and Andy Flora 
came along as her assistant. Their 
coming to Ferrum also marked Jessica 
Flanagan’s joining the team so there 
may be some correlation there as well. 
Howlett is the closest thing to a full-time 
volleyball coach that Ferrum College 
has employed, even though she teaches 
at Franklin County High School. The 
position formerly was a responsibility of 
the assistant women’s basketball coach. 
Naff hopes to see the school move 
toward a full-time volleyball coach 
but in the meantime acknowledges 
the excellent job Howlett has done in 
putting the team in the best position it 
has had in years.
     Coach Bill Tharp has improved the 
men’s basketball team from a .500 or 
below team in the first part of the ‘00s 
to a consistent winner. This past year 
saw the team faced with a number 
of challenges, especially involving 
unexpected attrition. Three starters 
who were expected to return did not 
and the team had to adjust on the fly 
to those losses. The added experience 
the replacements gained should help 
considerably as the team looks to make 
some noise during the 2010-2011 
season.
     Bryan Harvey makes his second 
appearance in this series as the women’s 
basketball coach along with being the 
golf coach. He has done an “outstanding 
job” and has a “tremendous amount of 
passion … and energy.” The women’s 
team has been just short of winning the 
USA South Conference the past few 
years, usually due to the heroics of CNU 
All-American Chelsie Schweers. 
     Current Athletics Director Abe 
Naff is the former baseball coach here 
at Ferrum College and had over 20 
years of success with the program. 
When he retired from coaching he 
went out a winner, taking the USA 
South Conference baseball crown. The 
following year, Darren Hodges took 
over and struggled through a 10-23 
campaign. The following year the team’s 
record improved to an even 15-15. Some 
might have been quick to judge Hodges 
for the poor record without looking at 
the situation. The team had lost a large 
number of seniors and had some key 
injuries to compound the problem. The 
USA South had historically been the 
strongest baseball conference in the 
country and if not the strongest then at 
least the second best. This adds to the 
difficulty in rebuilding as Hodges had 
to do in taking over the program. To 

display the strength and depth of the 
conference the fourth place team from 
last season went to the College World 
Series. The improvement of the team 
has continued as it currently sits in first 
place in the conference race this season 
with an overall record of 16-6.
     In softball Vickie Van Kleeck has 
been the coach at Ferrum College 
since dinosaurs roamed the earth, or 
approximately 20 years. VVK, as she 
is known by most at Ferrum College, 
has twice led Ferrum teams to the 
NCAA tournament. While the past two 
years have been below .500 winning 
percentage this season’s team has 
shown itself to be different. Led by 
underclassmen with a few juniors and a 
senior the team has set the school record 
for consecutive wins with 11 and looks 
to continue its strong run as the season 
continues. Judging by the large number 
of underclassmen on the roster this team 
appears to be in as good of shape for the 
future as any at Ferrum College. 
     As much as many students detest 
the behemoth school in the conference 
in Newport News that same angst can 
be felt coming from Naff. Christopher 
Newport University is a state supported 
school and should be dominating 
the conference in all sports and be 
nationally known but has not been able 
to capitalize on its 7-5-7 area code 
location like it should be doing. The 
school is located in what has been listed 
as a top 5 area code for football talent in 
the country but the Captains cannot take 
advantage of it. Naff admits that CNU 
does dominate our conference due to it 
“not being a level playing field” but still 
does not live up to its self image and 
should be even more dominant with all 
the advantages it has. The one positive 
that comes from this is that our athletes 
never need much encouragement to play 
against CNU. 
     In looking to be a better football 
school someone might look at the Mount 
Union Purple Raiders in Ohio and see 
how they have done it. Their plan is not 
what Naff wants from Ferrum College. 
Mount Union, he says, has “put all 
their eggs in one basket” in attempting 
to win in football while letting other 
sports suffer. Their football team has a 
terrible retention rate due to constantly 
recruiting over people and letting 
players leave as they see fit. 
     The Hank Norton Center is one of the 
largest ventures undertaken by Ferrum 
in recent years, and a decision should 
be made this spring about construction 
start. While outdoor facilities have 
been improved, either through new 
construction or renovations, the 
Norton Center will be the first multi-
use facility built since 1962 when 
Swartz Gymnasium was constructed. 
Preliminarily, the current field house 
will be used for visiting team locker 
rooms and meeting rooms until a track 
is constructed, which at the current pace 
of the economy will be in the distant 
future. The Norton Center is Ferrum’s 
part of the “arms race” in Division-III 

athletics, schools doing whatever they 
can to draw students. Naff says that 
the Norton Center will be one of the 
best athletic facilities in the state of 
Virginia and possibly the south region. 
Once the Norton Center is built, Swartz 
Gymnasium should be renovated and 
the space not used by basketball teams 
turned into classrooms and/or faculty 
offices, a heavy need at Ferrum College.
     Fans traveling to athletic events 
at other institutions pay to watch the 
contests, but Ferrum only charges for 
football games ($5 since the middle of 
the 1960’s). This could possibly change 
in the future to recoup some of the 
college’s operating costs but it is not 
likely. The policy across the board at 
Ferrum College is for admission costs to 
be given to the general fund, and since 
charging is likely to decrease support, 
the administration would rather have 
more fans in the seats and not make that 
money back than to have less people 
come to games but pull in a little more 
money, Naff says..
     For those who might have picked 

up a trend, Ferrum College has had 
less success in the non-revenue, non-
traditional sports, such as soccer, 
lacrosse, cross country, tennis, golf, and 
volleyball. The thing in common with 
those sports is that they do not have a 
full-time coach. The schools that are 
successful in those sports have someone 
employed full-time to coach said sports, 
something that Ferrum College does not 
have the luxury of doing at the current 
time. This lack of success brings up 
the question of whether the school is 
providing these sports to compete or just 
as a service to students. Naff quickly 
answered this question by stating the 
goal of the athletic department, “that 
every athlete be in competition for a 
championship at least once in his or 
her four years competing.” Naff is very 
optimistic about the future of Ferrum 
College, athletically and academically, 
and hopes that the athletic department 
can be part of the solution in helping 
Ferrum continue to grow.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

State of Ferrum College 
Athletics (Part II)
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