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A 5K (3.1 mile) run will cap a 
week of philanthropic activities for 
Ferrum College students March 22 – 
25. “The Ferrum Philanthropy 5K will 
be a good way to bring the faculty, 
staff and students together for a single 
cause,” said Director of Development 

Hugh Haskins. “All the money they 
raise will be donated to the Ferrum 
Fund, which pays for scholarships, 
campus improvements and student 
research opportunities. It’s a good way 
to help students understand how much 
the college depends upon money from 
sources other than tuition and fees.”

Students are encouraged to seek 
donations or sponsorships from their 

departments. Those who do not may 
enter the run with the donation of 
three cans of food to be donated to the 
Saint James Food Bank in Ferrum. 
The first 50 people to register will 
reveive a Ferrum Philanthropy 5K 
T-shirt.

A trivia contest will also reinforce 
the college’s business model, by ask-
ing students questions about funding 

for activities such as transportation for 
team sporting events. “All colleges de-
pend upon the support of their alumni 
to carry out their collective mission,” 
said Haskins. “We aren’t asking 
today’s students to give, but we are 
hopeful that once they enter the

5K Run, “Real Life 101” highlight 
Ferrum College Philanthropy Week; 
week designed to prepare students 

for life after graduation

Stephen Washington
Staff Writer

      All throughout the country, col-
leges and universities recognize the 
importance of the student employees 
during National Student Employment 
Week.  This is a special week set aside 
to recognize students for their hard 

work and also to encourage students to 
keep working hard.  
      Student Employment Week has 
been held at Ferrum College since 
2008.  Student employment week 
came to be celebrated at Ferrum Col-
lege because the college is a member 
of the national Student Employment 
Association (SEA).

 “Student employment is very help-
ful to students because they develop 
skills that are relevant for them to 
have in any type of career,” says 
Diane Bernard, HR-Specialist and 
head of Student Employment.  Along 
with preparation for the job market 
upon graduation, interviewing skills 
are one of the things that students will 

Student employment offers present and future benefits

Susan M. King
Features Editor

 On Saturday, March 27, 2010, 
Anomoly will host a benefit for Haiti 
in the Vaughan Chapel. The event will 
begin at noon. The cost is $5 per per-
son, except for Ferrum students and 
faculty, which will be $3 per person.
 With the title of “Changing Lives, 
Changing Souls Benefit 2010,” this 
group of Ferrum students has a clear 
goal in mind. The benefit will include 
poetry, dance, and music with the 
intent of encouraging and informing 
everyone present.
 A group of 12, Anomoly is focused 
on breaking down walls and making a 
new path for future generations to fol-
low and lead their movement of being 
different, and opening new doors for 
their faith. 

smking@ferrum.edu

Anomoly’s event to benefit Haiti relief effort

Three Anomoly members (right) 
work at their information stand for 
the event which will raise money for 
Haiti.

photo by Susan M. King

walk away with when they graduate 
from Ferrum College.  Diane Bernard 
said, “We depend on the contributions 
of students for the efficient opera-
tion of the entire campus. Without the 
students our campus would not run as 
smoothly.”  She also acknowledges 
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that student employees perform “an 
invaluable service with enthusiasm, 
dedication, and initiative, and it is 
very important for them to be noticed 
for their hard work.”
 During Student Employee Week, 
each student receives a gift of appre-
ciation from the Student Employment 
Office.  There are contests where stu-
dents can win various prizes including 

working world, they will remember 
where it all started, and will want 
to help the students who come after 
them.”

The trivia contest will be held in 
Franklin Hall during lunch each day 
during Philanthropy Week, and prizes 
will be awarded from Applebee’s, 
Wendy’s, El Rodeo and Sheetz. In ad-

5K RUN from page 1

snacks, gift cards, movie tickets, and 
certificates of appreciation.  One day 
is set aside for supervisors to show 
their appreciation to their student em-
ployees as they see fit.
 In 2009, Ferrum College started 
the Student of the Year program.  This 
program allows supervisors to nomi-
nate a student by submitting a letter 
that describes the accomplishments of 

a certain student.  For a student to be 
nominated he/she must show the fol-
lowing attributes that would include: 
reliability, initiative, attitude, profes-
sionalism, and uniqueness of contribu-
tion.  The winner will be presented 
with a special gift of recognition.
 Many student employment super-
visors at Ferrum College get a very 
fulfilling experience with having 

student employees.  Overall, many 
employers here say that the experience 
of having student employees allows 
them to get to know the students 
better, learn from them, and develop 
friendships.  Many employers feel that 
student employees are often easier to 
talk to, and also easier to listen to.  

swashington@ferrum.edu

dition, three autographed items from 
famous sports figures will be awarded 
as grand prizes.

Other Philanthropy week activities 
include faculty and staff serving stu-
dents lunch in the cafeteria, and an ex-
ercise called Real Life 101, in which 
students choose a career and a salary, 
but learn how quickly they can go 

broke if they are unaware of expenses 
such as taxes, rent and car payments. 
“Two alums who know the ropes will 
help with that exercise,” said Haskins. 
It’s another way for today’s students 
to interact with alumni and see that 
the Ferrum experience doesn’t end at 
graduation.

For more information on Philan-

thropy Week activities, contact Hugh 
Haskins in the development office 
at (540) 365-4299 or via email at 
hhaskins@ferrum.edu.

jcarlin@ferrum.edu

Ferrum Christian Fellowship
sponsors first jam session 

On February 20, 2010, the Ferrum Christian Fellowship held its first jam session in the Panther's Den.  The night included music and free refresh-
ments, and about 100 students had attended the event by the end of the evening.

photos by Susan M. King, Features Editor

Featured artists at the event were The Birdsongs.  Members include 
a father and his children, many of whom have been playing music 
together for over a decade.  They performed an array of styles from 
bluegrass to rock.  The youngest son, above center, received the big-
gest applause of the night.

Senior and Jam Session organizer Zachary Swaine 
joins Chaplain Wes Astin as he shows his school 
spirit and performs the Ferrum College song.

The Birdsongs invited members of Ferrum's Praise Team and The 
Great Awakening to join them onstage.  FCF member and student 
Chaz Pondo (seated, with drum) played in one of The Birdsongs' fi-
nal numbers.  After The Birdsongs, The Great Awakening took stage 
and encouraged students to "worship the way you feel led."

A special prize was awarded to this trio of familiar 
faces for their rendition of "Lean on Me," which 
they seemed to interpret literally and physically.

A new face from Ireland was 
invited to the stage to sing a song 
he wrote.  He also joked about 
how people here in American
like to listen to him talk.

photos by Susan M. King
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  John Wells

Did you attend the Big Concert?  What suggestions 
do you have for next year’s Big Concert?

Dominique Hoccier

Didn’t go.  Need better artists.

Eric Childress

No.  It wasn’t my style of music.

Tyries Delemar

I went and I think they should find 
a better place ot have it.  

It was hot in there.

Peter Hung

I went.  I had an awesome time.

Jared Stark

No.  Have an artist I know.

Joseph Banks

Yes.  Start it at a later time, and have a 
better line-up of artists.

Brenden Ripa

Yes.  Get a rock band.

Jamarcus Mumford

I didn’t go because I wanted 
the rap artist Wale to come.

Do you have a topic
or idea

for a Forum question
that you would like
to have addressed? 

If so, send those ideas
or questions

to Lana Whited, advisor,
at lwhited@ferrum.edu

or to the Iron Blade
at iblade@ferrum.edu.
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 Many of my fellow cat lovers 
have inquired about the little feline 
family I acquired last year (Has it 
been that long?!).  My wife assures 
me that it has…and that our little 
furry fellah is almost a year old.  
Kids…gosh, they grow up so 
quickly.
 Hey…don’t get me wrong.  I 
am proud to serve on the staff 
of His Highness Nefer the 
Mighty…He’s a cool cat.  Now, 
of course, I also serve the Royal 
Court.  There’s Princess Isis, her 
mother, Cleocatra, and her brothers 
Princes Menefer, Mencareh, and 

Squeaker.  Squeaker’s original 
name was Number Five, until 
he started making certain noises 
for attention…and that sealed 
it.  We did lose one of the fellahs 
early on…one Gordo…sweet and 
lovable as they come.  We believe 
Bast needed a new right-hand cat, 
and he was chosen to answer the 
meow.
 If you saw me talking baby talk 
to them, you would know what a 
sad case I am.
 I have worked as a chef at 
multiple levels, training and 
cooking both in Europe and the 
US.  Today, like many, I sweated 
over the best combination of the 
different styles of turkey dinners 

available for my feline charges, 
always attempting to please them 
as much as any restaurant patron 
to sit at my tables.  Yes…I know…
sad…sad…sad.
 I keep a variety of at least a 
dozen or so varieties of cat food 
about, to ensure that I can offer 
them the best possible diversity of 
diet.  I buy cheap saucer-size paper 
plates, so that they always have 
clean dishes to eat from.  Do not 
shake your head at me…do you 
like to eat from a dirty plate?  I 
think not…
 Yes…I know what they lick…I 
don’t care.
 They did not like the snow, 
however.  Nefer, of course, was 
indoors, and I built and earth-
bermed a shelter with insulation 
and cover for the others right 
outside the door on the patio.  They 
dug it.  

When he finally deigned to 
hit the snow, Nefer went crazy.  
With his tuxedo-styled fur coat, 
he looked like a group of ink blots 
rolling over the whiteness.  He still 
hates getting his feet wet, though.  

My wife related a marvelous 

pre-snow story to me about His 
Catness.  She was watching him 
from a window.  A doe and her 
fawns were walking through the 
yard, nibbling at this and that, 
and he spotted them.  Many yards 
away, he began his combat stalking 
low-crawl, finally coming within 
feet of the deer.  The mother 
snorted and stomped at him, 
and he ran off a short distance, 
immediately taking up the crawl to 
repeat the entire scenario several 
times.  My wife was reminded of 
the old flea-stalks-elephant joke.  
He is definitely braver than he is 
big.

Not that he hasn’t grown!  That 
cute little kitten, who, when he 
came home with me could curl up 
in one of my hands, is now over 
two feet long from nose to tail tip.   
The problem is that sometimes he 
still thinks he’s a kitten.  When 
he was little, my beautiful wife, 
against my advice, let him curl up 
and sleep on her shoulder while 
she sat in her recliner.  He still tries 
to get up there, but now he wraps 
from one shoulder, over her head to 
her other one.  It really is too cute 
for words.   He gets this look that 
indicates he doesn’t understand 
why he cannot fit on his old perch 
so easily anymore.

We are still in the process of 
obtaining all the shots and such 
necessary for our friends.  We 
kept them all.  We became a larger 
family, that’s all.  During the 
period of her five cancer surgeries, 
the kits have been a blessing for 
my wife.  Comfort…company…
and lots and lots of entertainment, 
each and every day.  My wife told 
me she had always secretly thought 
that I was a cat person.  Okay…she 
was right…as usual.

gthompson@ferrum.edu

Furry feline family fairs fine
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Student   Activities  Calendar

Ferrum Folks:  Sam Dickerson 

photo by Tristen Ashley
Tristen Ashley

Senior Staff Writer

 When Samantha “Sam” Dickerson 
empties her pockets at the end of the 
day, she finds some rather curious 
items.  An evacuation of her pockets 
might yield a green balloon, a black 
Sharpie marker, paper clips, tissues, 
and a blue crayon.  “Teaching is so 
much fun,” she laughs.  
 Dickerson is student teaching 
this semester at Henry Elementary 
School; hence the curious pocket 
items. Dickerson is graduating in May, 
and, for her last semester, she, like all 
other Teacher Education students, is 
required to student teach.  Dickerson 
teaches fourth and fifth grade math 
and reading.  
  Dickerson enrolled in Ferrum 
in the Fall of 2007 with the goal of 

being an art teacher.  “I was bad at 
art and good at teaching,” she laughs.  
Dickerson says she chose elementary 
education because of the flexibility in 
materials.   
 “You can do a lot of fun creative 
things in elementary education,” 
she says.  “We were doing decimals 
and I came up with this game called 
Decimal Street.  Sometimes they 
know more than I do.”
 Dickerson hopes to go into some 
kind of alternative education.  “There 
are so many directions to go in, (I 
may) find something in outdoor 
education,” she says.  “I’m waiting 
for God to tell me what to do because 
I have no idea.” 
 Dickerson says her faith governs 
her actions.  “I make an effort to do 
what’s right,” she says.  “I feel like I 
was called to be an example.”

 When Dickerson was 16, she says 
she felt somewhat lost in her faith.  
When she started getting involved in 
church, she says her life changed.  “I 
made friends and started singing on the 
praise team,” she says.  “I met this girl 
Jenny, and she and I are still friends to 
this day.” 
 “I went to church camp when I 
was 16 and got saved,” she says.  “The 
light came on, and it’s been on ever 
since.”  
 Dickerson says that while her 
faith is very important to her, it is 
also important to be an example of 
Christianity.  “Actions speak louder 
than words,” she says.  “Sometimes 
being a friend is enough to show that 
Christ exists.” 
 Also when Dickerson was 16, 
something happened that challenged 
her faith and her family.  “My brother 
came out when I was 16,” she says.  
“There was a big divide in my family.  
Everyone thought I would have a 
problem with it because they knew I 
was a Christian.” 
 Dickerson says that now she and 
her brother are very close.  “My 
brother and I are best friends now,” 
she says.  “We both have a passion 
for music, which is crazy because our 
parents are not musical.” 
 Dickerson says that her brother also 
has faith.  “He has faith in God, faith 
in love, and faith in supporting other 
people,” she says.  “Some of the songs 
his band sings are biblical.”
 Dickerson is on the praise team at 
Ferrum.  “I actually was not going to 
come to Ferrum,” she says. “A friend 
of mine mentioned the praise team at 
Ferrum.  I sent in a tape, and I got a 
scholarship to come here.” 
 Dickerson says that singing is a big 
part of her life.  “It feels so awesome 

when you find a passion and you feel 
that energy,” she says.  “It reminds 
you that you’re in a community.  
Music connects you to so many other 
people.”  
 Dickerson says that music is 
what brought her to Ferrum, and 
the connections she has made are 
what will stay with her.  “There is 
a community you have here with 
people,” she says.  “It’s about 
the education but it’s about the 
relationships here and the Christian 
Community here.”  
 Working at the Light House gives 
Dickerson the opportunity to connect 
to her Christian Community.  “It’s 
laid back here (at the Light House),” 
she says.  “There is a lot of time for 
community.”
 The Light House moved from 
Route 40 to the hill just above the 
football field earlier this school year.  
“I wish more people came over,” says 
Dickerson.  “We hardly have any one 
up here now.  It is disheartening.”  
 One of Dickerson’s favorite 
aspects of Ferrum is the proximity to 
the woods.  “I love being able to get 
out of class, walk 500 feet, and be in 
the woods,” she says.  
 For graduation, Dickerson has 
asked for a kayak.  “I had to sell my 
kayak to come here and I miss it,” she 
says.   ,
 For Dickerson, the great outdoors 
are a part of her.  She is a member of 
the Recreation Club and frequently 
goes on trips with the club.  “I don’t 
know where I’ll be (after graduation), 
but definitely something outdoors,” 
she says. 

tashley@ferrum.edu

compiled by Ellie Miller
Staff Writer

Monday March 22, 2010
8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
 Student Employment Week starts, 
 continues through Sunday, March 
 28 - Franklin Hall
6 – 6:45 p.m. – Agriculture Club 
 Meeting - Garber 123
6 – 7 p.m. – Bouldering Session 
 Bouldering Wall next to Fitness 
 Center
7 – 8 p.m. – The Church: Last 
 Lecture - Vaughn Chapel 
9 - 10 p.m. – PEM Club Meeting 
 Trophy Room, Swartz Gym
  
Tuesday March 23, 2010 
4  – 5:30 p.m.
 Opening Reception, Annual 
 Student Juried Awards Exhibition 
 E. Taylor Greer Art Gallery
 Stanley Library 

Wednesday March 24, 2010
9 a.m. – 10 p.m.
 Annual Student Juried Awards 
 Exhibition - E. Taylor Greer Art 
 Gallery, Stanley Library 
 continues hrough Sunday, 
 March 28
3 – 9 p.m. - Faces in Fantasy Places 
 Panther’s Den
3 – 6 p.m. - Senior Salute 
 Blue Ridge Mountain Room, 
 Franklin Hall
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. - College Against 
 Cancer/Relay for Life Meetings  
 Beckham 103
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. - Night Hike
 Outside of Panthers Den

Thursday March 25, 2010
3:30 – 6 p.m. - Big Buddy Little 
 Buddy trip to Ferrum Fire Dept.
 Ferrum Fire Department
3:45 – 5:45 p.m. - Student Teachers 
 Seminars - Beckham 101
4 – 6 p.m. - Ferrum Philanthropy 5K 

 Run - Quad between Franklin 
 Hall and the Bookstore
7:30 p.m. - Play: Working
 Sale Theatre, Schoolfield Hall
8 p.m. - Recharging Thursday 
 Night Bible Study
 Roberts Hall Conference Room

Friday March 26, 2010
7:30 p.m. – Play: Working
 Sale Theatre, Schoolfield Hall 

Saturday March 27, 2010
12 – 6 p.m. Benefit Concert/ 
 Vaughn Chapel, Garber Hall 
7:30 p.m. - Play: Working
 Sale Theatre, Schoolfield Hall 

Saturday, March 27, 2010
7:30 p.m. - Play: Working
 Sale Theatre, Schoolfield Hall

Sunday March 28, 2010l
2 p.m. – Play: Working
 Sale Theatre, Schoolfield Hall

So, what’s
so funny 

about 
that?
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Movie Reviews

Michael Rich
Senior Staff Writer 

 A typical romantic comedy has 
to have one important factor: it must 
answer the question, do we believe 
that there is chemistry between the 
two leads? “She’s Out of My League” 
does have chemistry between the two, 
but the script doesn’t provide the two 
leads with any new material. 
 Quite frankly, this movie is on 
autopilot from the very beginning.
 Kirk Kettner (Jay Baruchel) is a 
Transportation Safety Administration 
(TSA) agent, who alongside buddies 
Stainer (T.J Miller), Devon (Nate 
Torrence) and Jack (Mike Vogel), 
work at the Pittsburgh International 
Airport. Kirk is hoping, after two 
years, to get back ex-girlfriend Marnie 
(Lindsey Sloane). Kirk’s friends hate 
Marnie, and, of course, Marnie isn’t 
interested in getting back together. 
 Kirk’s luck eventually changes 
when he saves a pretty party planner, 
Molly (Alice Eve) from constant 
harassment by airport security.  Molly 
loses her phone; Kirk finds it; Molly 
calls it and realizes Kirk is on the 
other line, and she invites him to a 

“She’s Out of My League” lead actors have 
good chemistry despite unsurprising plot

party where he can return the phone to 
her.
 Of course, Molly takes a shining 
to Kirk. Neither set of friends – his or 
hers – is exactly supportive. Each of 
Kirk’s friends wants Molly for himself 
His family, except for his mother, isn’t 
helping very much either. A friend 
of Molly’s thinks Molly has better 
options than Kirk.

Baruchel and Eve are two very 
good talents in a script that provides 
nothing for them to do. Both sets of 
friends are clearly models after “The 
40 year old Virgin” and “Knocked 
Up.” Although the friendship seemed 
interesting in “Virgin” and “Knocked 
Up,” in this movie, it seems almost 
grating. 

You find yourself wondering why 
Kirk and Molly were friends with 
these people to begin with.

The script, written by Sean Anders 
and Jim Morris, does have a few 
creative touches. If they really had the 
guts, they would have explored the 
world that we live in, in which beauty 
is number one. 

mrich@ferrum.edu

The Ferrum College Theatre 
Arts Department will  present the 
musical “Working” on March 25, 
26, 27 at 7:30 p.m., and March 28 
at 2 p.m. in Sale Theatre. The show 
is under the direction of Dr. Helen 
E. Prien, assistant professor of 
theatre arts. 

“Working” is based on a book 
published by Studs Terkel in 1974. 
Terkel recorded interviews with 
people employed in various jobs 
around America. Dr. Prien remarks, 
“As is not surprising, folks have 
lots to say about working.There is 
pride, frustration, laughter, aggra-
vation, resignation, determination, 
fear, hope and much more.”

The show addresses the ques-
tion of what it is that gets us out of 
bed each morning, to go to “slog” 
at the factory, in the classroom, in 
the restaurant? The dream of being 
able to provide for ourselves and 
our loved ones? To have “Some-
thing to Point To”? 

The show’s cast includes Mal-
lory Parker, Stacy Register, Julia 
Cornelius, Samantha Franklin, 
Ashley Heyward, Jasmine Smith, 
Chaz Pando, Alex Angell, Kenny 
Barron, Chris Wolfe, Steven Rob-
ertson, and Darren Smith.

The music director is Jennifer 
Ayers-Barnard, and the technical 
direction is by Kristina Stump.

With book by Stephen 
Schwartz (“Godspell”) and Nina 
Faso and music written by the likes 
of Schwartz and James Taylor, 
among others, “Working” is a live-
ly, energetic contemporary show. 

Audience members will share 
the experiences of average Ameri-

Theatre Arts Dept. to present a musical take on working

can workers through all the highs 
and lows. 

Prien says, “at the end of the 
day, let us celebrate those who 
sustain our country economically 
and socially in the 21st century. 
I personally thank all the actors, 
staff, and crew who put THEIR 

work into ‘Working.””
Tickets are $6 for the general 

public; $5 for non-Ferrum College 
students with ID and for seniors, 
and free to Ferrum faculty, staff 
and students. 

Prien says she would estimate 
the show’s rating as PG.

Members of the cast of “Working” rehearse “Lovin’ Al.”  The show opens on Thursday, March 25.
photo by Helen Prien
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Sports

Women’s softball season begins
Cara M. Friende

Staff Writer

As the sunshine pushes through the 
clouds and spring time approaches, 
the Ferrum College women’s softball 
team prepares for their upcoming 
season. The Ferrum College softball 
team opened their 2010 season on 
February 20, with two losses to 
Virginia Wesleyan College in Virginia 
Beach. They lost both by one run, with 
a score of 3-2 in the opening game, 
and 5-4 in the latter game. 

Kashina Hancock went 2-3 with a 
run for Ferrum in the opening game as 
Kaitlyn Culler allowed only five hits, 
striking out four players, and allowing 
three earned runs. In the second game, 

sophomore Hannah Shumaker went 
2-4 with a double and three RBIs. 
Freshman pitcher Rachel Shumaker 
pitched the first five innings, giving 
up seven hits and three earned runs, 
while striking out two and letting two 
players walk to first base.

The Panthers participated in the 
2010 Rebel Spring Games in not-so- 
warm Kissimmee, Florida, over Spring 
Break from February 26 to March 5. 

During the road trip, the team 
played a total of ten games and had 
six wins and four losses. They took 
a win over Alverno College 11-2 
and also took the win with an ending 
close score of 5-4 against Rochester 
Institute of Technology. The Panthers 
then won two more game, 5-4 over 

Calvin Gunter
Staff Writer

 The 2009-10 season was tough 
for Ferrum’s men’s basketball 
team, but the Panthers still endured 
while improving individually and 
collectively and giving freshmen the 
necessary experience to contribute in 
big games. 
 The Panthers achieved an overall 
record of 10-16 before losing in 
the first round of the USA South 
Conference Tournament to Averett 
University 62-73.
 Ferrum junior forward/center 
Derek Mitchell had an outstanding 
season, maintaining his role as a 
high-flying offensive force and a 
fierce defensive contender. “The 
highlights of this season for me 
were earning USA South First Team 
All-Conference, being able to play 
positions one through five, compiling 
better numbers in rebounds, and stats 
in general,” said Mitchell. 
 He has already broken the school 
record for rebounds, and has reached 
the 1,000-point mark in his career.
 “As far as team highlights, I 
would say New York (the NYU Tip-
Off Tournament) and competing 
against some of the better teams in the 
league,” Mitchell said.  

 Head Coach Bill Tharp mentioned 
that another team highlight was the 
four-game winning streak that the 
men’s team gained in late 2009 from 
November 30 to December 17, the 
longest winning streak for the program 
since the early 1990s. Ferrum also 
beat Roanoke College for the first 
time in 15 meetings. Roanoke College 
lost to Ferrum 78-70 in the Roanoke 
Invitational Tournament on January 3.
 There were also many downsides 
to this season as well. 
 “We had a lot of adversity, 
especially in terms of personnel,” 
Tharp said. “The older guys played 
well, but can improve a lot more for 
next season. Freshmen are and will 
be freshmen. I admire them to come 
out of high school and go into another 
level at the pace that we did.” 
 “Sometimes it was frustrating, 
not being able to win games down 
the stretch,” Mitchell said. “That’s 
something we need to work on, as well 
as playing with pride.”
 The key upperclassman players 
were a big part of Ferrum’s success. 
USA South All-Conference Honorable 
Mention and senior guard Jerrell Wade 
paced the team, running the point or 
the shooting guard positions. Wade led 
the team in assists. 
 The post had many weapons 

this year, including Mitchell, junior 
forward Garry Brandt, and sophomore 
forwards Nick English and Alton 
Whitby. The backcourt had a lot 
of talent as well. Other than Wade, 
sophomores Daryl Hart, a USA South 
Player of the Week, Aarin Hill, and 
junior Ryan Firebaugh have provided 
a spark in many games to get the 
offense and defense cranking. These 
three, among other guards, will have 
to step it up in the absence of Wade 
next season. Hart led the team in 3-
point field goals made and attempts.
 Numerous freshman players 
saw great amounts of playing time, 
becoming big factors in numerous 
games. Freshman guard J.T. Edwards, 
a former Franklin County standout 
and defensive back for Ferrum’s 
football team, made an extremely 
clear statement on January 20, when 
he dropped 22 points in Ferrum’s 
59-57 home win over USA South 
rival Averett. Edwards’s performance 
earned him a USA South Men’s 
Basketball Rookie of the Week title. 
Edwards also had what may have been 
the highlight play of the season when 
he had a thunderous one-handed alley-
oop dunk off a pass from Henry Hall 
against CNU. 
 Hall, a guard, another USA South 
Men’s Basketball Rookie of the Week 

for Ferrum, played a big role in a 
few games as well. Guards Marshall 
Hamilton, Zach Benjamin, and 
forward Shon Goode saw playing time 
and are expected to improve, along 
with Edwards and Hall, for future 
victories next season.
 Another thing that the Panthers 
are looking forward to is the return 
of guard Keith Crump, a USA South 
All-Conference selection for the 2007-
08 and 2008-09 seasons. Crump was 
sidelined this season due to illness 
and injury. “It is confirmed that Keith 
will be returning next season, so we’re 
definitely keeping an eye out for that, 
also with the return and maturity of 
the players, we will have a better 
season and go win more games while 
improving individually as well as 
collectively,” Tharp said. 
 Tharp, along with Assistant 
Coach Rob Fuller, has already begun 
working on the schedule for the 2010-
11 season, with just a couple of games 
left to schedule. “The non-conference 
half of this upcoming season will be 
a tough one, but I’m confident that 
we can play harder than our opponent 
for the big win,” Tharp said. “We’re 
trying to be at the top of the league 
next year.”
 

cgunter@ferrum.edu

Men’s basketball played hearts out during tough season

Clarke University and 3-1 over the 
College of St. Benedict.

Rachel Shumaker went 2-2 against 
Alverno and had three runs, while 
freshman Heather Littles went 2-
3 with two doubles and a run. The 
Panthers’ pitcher, Kaitlyn Culler, 
pitched a great game and did not 
allow any runs while striking out four 
players. 

In the close but winning game 
over Clarke, Kashina Hancock went 
2-4 with a run and an RBI, while 
sophomore Hannah Shumaker went 
2-4 with a run and a stolen base. 
Sophomore pitcher Allyson Stevens 
pitched four innings, allowed no runs, 
and struck out four of the opposing 
team’s players. They also took a 

big win over an overmatched Beloit 
College with an ending score of 11-
0 and another dominant win against 
Gwynedd-Mercy College with a 
winning score of 11-1. 

On March 2nd, the team lost to 
York College of Pennsylvania.

After three home doubleheaders 
during the week of March 15, the team 
returns to the road, travelling up I-81 
to Staunton, Virginia, to face Mary 
Baldwin College March 23 before 
hosting Peace College at 2 p.m. March 
27. 

Be sure to come out and support 
the Panthers softball team as they 
continue their season.   

cfriende@ferrum.edu

Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

     The Women’s Lacrosse team has 
come a long way since its first years 
here at Ferrum College. The team has 
had a couple of great wins, due to its 
awesome defense and talented offense
 During Spring Break, the team got 
the chance to travel to Myrtle Beach, 
where they won two non-conference 
games. 
 This was followed by a loss to 
Bridgewater College and a return to 
winning with three wins, two in USA 

South Conference games against 
LaGrange College and Agnes Scott 
College and one non-conference game 
against Hollins University.

With an impressive start to the 
season, the USA South Conference 
recognized the women’s team by 
naming junior Cara Jacobs as Player 
of the Week and freshman Brooke 
Hewartson as Rookie of the Week. 

The team has proven their passion 
and dedication so far this season under 
the guidance of their hard working 
coach, Karen Harvey. Women’s 
Lacrosse still has many games to go 

and most important are the conference 
games.

This should be an attention-getting 
season for the team. Everyone should 
watch out for this team, for they have 
many great games ahead.

Ferrum’s women’s lacrosse team 
has winning season underway

Jen Phan scored the winning goal in 
Ferrum’s 8-7 match with the
College of Notre Dame March 15 at 
home.

photo courtesy of Sports Information



Page 8 - THE IRON BLADE - March 22, 2010


