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Senior Jessica (“Jess”) Kenzel 
Goode died Tuesday, Nov. 17, after 
being shot by a hunter in the woods 
about a mile west of campus.   Goode 
was an Environmental Science major 
from Winchester, Va., a beloved stu-
dent and friend of many. 

Goode’s campus memorial service 
on Wednesday, Nov, 18, was a testa-
ment to the person that she was and 
the impact she had on the campus.  
Most people spoke abouy the person 
that Goode was.  

SGA President Sam Caston 
seemed to chuckle as he said, “she did 
what she wanted.”  Some remarked 
that she was the “life of the party.”  
Most mentioned her passion for nature 
and the outdoors.  

Goode was walking with sopho-
more Regis Boudinot and junior Tyler 
Kraft on county-owned property when 
a hunter hit both Goode and Boudinot 
with a single shot.  Campus police 
were notified by Franklin County 
dispatch around 4:15 p.m.  

Boudinot was wounded in his hand 
and arm.  He underwent surgery that 
night and was released.  

Officers Mitchell and Gonzolez 
were the first campus police officers 

on the scene.  Chief Libby Legg was 
third.  Boudinot was directed to a res-
cue unit, and the suspect was isolated 
from the scene.  

The hunter, Jason David Cloutier, 
31, of Ferrum, was taken into cus-
tody and charged with manslaughter, 
trespassing and reckless handling of 
a firearm.  He was released on bond 
Wednesday.  

Goode was pronounced dead on 
the scene.  Her funeral service was 
held Saturday November 21.  

The Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries is investigating 
the incident.  

Chief Legg says this incident is 
something that no one wants to go 
through.  “I was overwhelmed by the 
campus response.  It is very indicative 
of how close the campus is,” she says.  
“It takes a tragedy to bring together a 
community.”   

Goode was scheduled to present 
her senior seminar project on Friday 
November 20.  She would have gradu-
ated in December.  

Dr. David Johnson, dean of the 
school of Natural Sciences and Math-
ematics and professor of chemistry 
and environmental science, assisted 
Goode in her independent research for 
her senior seminar project.  He says 
she had a general interest in nature 
and wildlife.  Her project was about 
the way the aquatic ecosystem is 
influenced by the landscape.  

Johnson says it was Goode’s 
enthusiasm for life that stood out the 
most.  “She had quite broad interests,” 
he says.  “She was interested in the 
way nature works.  She was a real 
outdoors person.” 

Johnson says she will be missed.  
“The best way to honor her is to let 
her approach to life inspire you.  Be 
fully engaged.” 

It was Goode’s flair for life that 
many seemed to admire.   Dr. Todd 
Fredericksen, associate professor of 
forestry and wildlife, was Goode’s  

advisor and says that Goode was a free 
spirit.  “She said she ‘wore her heart 
on her sleeve, where it should be,’” 
he says.  “She lived in full throttle.  
She never held back.  Her energy was 
contagious.”

Fredericksen says he’ll miss hav-
ing her in class.  “A student like her 
inspires others to think more critically 
rather than taking in information.”

Frederickson compares Goode to 
a keystone species in an ecosystem, a 
species that interacts with many other 
species.  “She was a keystone person.  
She was a bond that linked a lot of 
students together,” he says.  “It will be 
difficult for any of us to forget her.”

At her memorial service, Chap-
lain Wes Astin quoted Goode’s last 
Facebook status update: “study hard, 
play hard, work out hard, for the rest 
of time. Amen.”  Many believed that 
reflected the person she was and the 
philosophy by which she lived.  

Her memorial service seemed 
to reflect that as well.  Hundreds of 
students, faculty members, and friends 
gathered in Vaughn Chapel to remem-
ber her, several had to stand.  Soft 
sobs echoed through the chapel as 
students and professors embraced each 
other and reflected on the memory of a 
life too short.  

tashley@ferrum.edu

Jess Goode's life reminds us to "study hard, play hard, 
work out hard, for the rest of time"; Ferrum mourns her loss

Regis Boudinot
      photo courtesy of Facebook

Friends of Jess Goode say she was always planning her next adventure. 
            photo courtesy of Facebook

photos courtesy of Jess Goode's Facebook page and Jenny Lucas
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Ferrum College 
Exam Schedule – Fall Semester 2009

 
Exam Date                 Time of Class             Days                Time of Exam
 
Wed. Dec. 9            All English 101 Exams                              9:05-11:05
                                    18:45-21:45                 MW                 18:45-20:45
 
Thurs. Dec. 10              9:30-10:50                  TR                    8:00-10:00
                                    12:30-1:50                   TR                   10:30-12:30
                                    10:10-11:05                 MWF               14:00-16:00
                                    18:45-21:45                 TR                   18:45-20:45
 
Fri. Dec. 11                   9:05-10:00                 MWF                8:00-10:00
                                    11:00-12:20                 TR                   10:30-12:30
                                    14:00-15:20                 TR                   14:00-16:00
 
Sat. Dec. 12                 11:15-12:10                 MWF                8:00-10:00
                                    12:20-13:15                 MWF               10:30-12:30
            14:30-15:50                 MW                 14:00-16:00
 
Mon. Dec. 14                8:00-9:20                     TR                   8:00-10:00
                                    13:25-14:20                 MWF               10:30-12:30
                                      8:00-8:55                   MWF               14:00-16:00
 
If a student has (3) examinations on the same day, a makeup time may be 
scheduled to the mutual agreement of the student and the faculty member.

Tia’Lavon Butler 
Staff Writer

With Christmas just around the corner, 
plans for decorating, spending time with 
family, and spreading Christmas cheer are 
all around campus.  Ferrum uses this time 
of year to educate as well as celebrate the 
Christmas season and the birth of Jesus 
Christ.

A service of Lessons and Carols will 
be held by Wes Astin, dean of the chapel 
and religious life. This event is scheduled 
for Mon., Dec. 7 in Vaughn Chapel at 7:00 
p.m.  

This service will allow the campus 
community to come together and hear the 
miraculous story of the birth of Jesus. 

In addition to the reading of scriptures, 

Lessons and Carols
to herald the holidays

Heather Bozarth
Staff Writer

 On Thursday, December 3, 
Chrysalis will be sponsoring the final 
coffeehouse of the semester.  This cof-
feehouse will be held in the Panther's 
Den at 8 p.m. and will feature a holi-
day theme.  
 This coffeehouse will be stock full 
of free food and drinks. Also, small 
prizes will be provided to the perform-

Chris Brown
Staff Writer

Ferrum College will be sponsoring 
a blood drive on Thurs., Dec. 3 from 
12 to 6 p.m. in the Fitness Center.  The 
blood drive will be sponsored by the 
Ferrum College Bonner Program.  

There is a group of 10 to 15 volun-
teers, most of whom are from the Bon-
ner Program.   The Bonner Program 
volunteers plan the drive, recruit other 
volunteers, and staff the drives. 

Kate Hersey, director of the Bon-
ner Program, has helped organize this 
event.  “The Bonner Program spon-
sors four drives annually with the 

Bethany Lackey
Features Editor

 Christian Ministries, or “The 
Lighthouse” as it is often called, has 
moved to Ferrum’s main campus to 
make room for what is now the police 
station and Ferrum College’s Wel-
come Center. The Lighthouse has been 
located adjacent to the Happy Pappy’s 
Convenience Store across from the 
campus since its establishment about 
four years ago.  
 News of the move came as no sur-
prise to Wes Astin, Campus Ministries 
coordinator, who requested the reloca-
tion. For Astin's group, there were  
problems with the location, including 
limited parking space and limited use 
of the donated golf cart. “The Soul 
Patrol,” as it is called, was not allowed 
(by law) to be on Route 40, Astin said. 
 Matt Boyes, one of 10 work-study 
students who work for the Light-
house, says he has no objections to the 
move. “The move does not bother me 
much because the new location will 
be closer to campus. The choice was 
made very quickly, but will have its 

benefits down the road,” Boyes said.  
 The relocation will have many 
benefits such as more space to take ad-
vantage of the many student activities 
available. In the past, these activities 
have included darts, pool, ping-pong, 
and chess, among others, to compli-
ment the free food and drinks, accord-
ing to Astin.  
 Curricular activities have also been 
available such as studying in a “faith-
safe place” for students, where a non-
denominational atmosphere is present, 
Astin said.  
 Astin, Boyes, and King all agree 
that the new location may take getting 
used to but will be the best for every-
one in the end.  
 While the move out of the old lo-
cation has taken place, the move into 
the new location is currently in limbo. 
When the move does take place, it 
will be to the brick house on the field 
above the football stadium. The of-
ficial opening, which will probably be 
at the beginning of next semester, will 
be announced by Astin. 

blackey@ferrum.edu

The Lighthouse will have a new location next semester

No longer the Lighthouse, this structure now houses the Campus Police
and the college's Welcome Center.

photo by Bethany Lackey 

Caleb Taylor
Staff Writer

The Jazz and Gospel Choir will 
hosts their annual Jazz/Gospel Choir 
Concert on Fri., Dec., 4 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Vaughn Chapel.  

Under the direction of music 
instructor Emily Rose Tucker, the Jazz 
Ensemble will playold holiday favor-
ites. The music will be combined with 
the harmonic melody of the holidays 
with a sound of smooth jazz, both old 
and new. 

Jazz Ensemble/Gospel 
Choir in concert Dec. 4

Last Coffeehouse
to have holiday theme

Ferrum set for another 
blood drive on December 3

ers voted for at the end of the night.
The coffeehouses are meant to pro-

mote the performing arts and can be 
considered an open mic night.  Do you 
have a few poems you’ve written or 
have a band or a singing group? Can 
you dance?  Come out and perform, 
or just come watch, and join in the 
holiday fun!

hbozarth@ferrum.edu

Velshera Johnson’s Gospel Choir 
will also perform. 

Admission is free and open for all 
to see. Donations of non-perishable 
food items will be collected for the St.  
James Community Center. With the 
Gospel Choir’s and Jazz Ensemble’s 
new freshmen and other gifted mem-
bers, both Tucker and Johnson believe 
that this  event will turn out to be an 
exciting experience for all ages.

cataylor@ferrum.edu

American Red Cross, and our partner-
ship has been in existence for over a 
decade,” Hersey said.

The stated goal of this blood drive 
is to collect 60 pints of blood, which 
means around 80 or so individuals will 
be needed to attain that goal.  One pint 
of blood from a single donor may save 
up to three lives.  If the blood drive 
reaches its stated goal of 60 pints, it 
could affect as many as 180 lives.  

Anyone who has donated blood in 
the past at Ferrum College is eligible 
to donate again. New donors are en-
couraged to come as well.  

jcbrown@ferrum.edu

music will be performed by Ferrum Col-
lege Collegiates, the Concert Choir, and 
the hand bells.

Astin also stated that Ferrum soloists 
this year will include flautists Jaleesa Scott 
and Erin Mucha, Andrew Emerson on 
trumpet, and Nathaniel Basset on timpani. 
Alex Battek is the featured soprano in 
“Breath of Heaven.” This year’s program 
will also include a local group from Frank-
lin County alongside some of our own 
Ferrum alumni, Mike Lawhorn, Danny 
Smith, and David Thorpe, who will be 
performing a special rendition of “Glory to 
God in the Highest”.

Astin assures that this will be an event 
the whole campus community will want to 
attend.. 

tbutler@ferrum.edu
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Staff Writer
Amber Stoakley

       Need a vacation? Ferrum Col-
lege and Ferrum Outdoors are cur-
rently organizing a trip to Florida. The 
group will travel to Crystal River, Fla. 
The dates of the trip are February 27 
through March 7. 

Ferrum Outdoors is offering this 
opportunity to give students new expe-
riences. According to Megan Nuckols, 
the head of the project, “Students will 
get a chance to go to Florida and expe-
rience Florida not just for the beaches, 
but for the wildlife and fun.” 

The Florida trip cost about $400 to 
$500 dollars per student, but a schol-
arship will be offered to each student 
as an opportunity to get the cost of the 
trip reduced up to half. 

The trip is open to all Ferrum 
students, but there are only eight spots 
available. Once the students arrive in 
Florida, they plan on doing numerous 
activities such as snorkeling, horse 
riding, swimming with manatees, and 
visiting state parks. 

An interest meeting will be held 
December 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the Pan-
ther's Den so that students can get 
information and view a slideshow of 
past trips. Those who are interested 
can also contact Megan Nuckols at 
mnuckols@ferrum.edu.

astoakley@ferrum.edu

Ferrum
Outdoors is

Florida bound

Matt Bird
Staff Writer

The Ferrum Radio was, at one 
point, an actual FM station - 89.9 
FM.  They then decided to drop the 
FM charter and become just an online 
station.  Ferrum Radio’s current sta-
tion manager is Chazley Logan.  As of 
right now, there are five weekly radio 
shows.  There are eight disc jockeys, 
which are all Ferrum College stu-
dents.  Most of the DJs are freshmen, 
but there are currently upperclassmen 
training to become DJs for the Radio 

Jordan Edelin
Staff Writer

 Several cases of H1N1 (swine flu) 
have been confirmed on campus. Un-
fortunately, there have been too many 
false cases to allow for an accurate 
count of students who really have it. 

Students have been going to the 
Health Center in groups of 30 at any 
given time. These students believe 
they have symptoms of swine flu, but 
their symptoms could also be caused 
by a cold. 

Also, the Health Center cannot 
account for students who live off cam-
pus, or those whose families live near 

Olivia Walker
Staff Writer

 On Tues., Dec. 8, the dance classes 
will perform their fall dance recital. 
The recital will showcase three differ-
ent dance classes. Each class will per-
form a series of one to three dances.
  “Dancing is one of my passions! I 
love performing and the dance recital 
is a way to showcase my talent,” soph-
omore Alexis Kimpson said.

Excitement building for evening of dance
The classes are divided into 

smaller groups. Each small group will  
perform a two- to three-minute dance. 
Many dancers also perform solos and 
duets. This year’s dance recital has 26 
performances. 

“I’m so excited!” dance teacher 
Whitney Heptinsall said. “The dances 
are so passionate, and each dance 
brings something special to the stage.”

The selection of music for the per-
formances ranges from contemporary, 

modern and hip hop. There is a Span-
ish number and even some R&B. 

“We’ve worked really hard to 
make this show a great one. I’m really 
glad and excited,” junior Jessie Naff 
said.

The dance recitals always have a 
packed house.

“The crowd really gets into it,” 
Heptinsall said. “They yell and scream 
and really support the dancers. It re-
ally encourages them even more.”

The recital will take place on Tues-
day, December 8t in the Sale Theater. 
The show begins at 8 p.m. and is free.

owalker@ferrum.edu

Ferrum Radio: Online and making changes
station.  

The station just recently turned 
into a 24-hour station online. The 
website for the station is www.ferrum.
edu/wffc/.  Renovations are currently 
being made to enhance listener’s expe-
rience.  Last semester, they upgraded 
technical equipment such as a new 
studio mic, an external hard drive, and 
two DJ headphones.  As of right now, 
the radio station plays mostly music 
and has some talk shows between the 
music.  The station also has plans to 
have actual talk shows for a long pe-
riod of time on the air.  They also plan 

Swine Flu update and reminders for prevention
the campus, and visit other doctors. 
Other students might just stay in their 
rooms and suffer in silence. 

Dr. Andrea Zuschin, vice president 
of Student Affairs, and Mary-Alice 
Whisenant, director of Human Re-
sources, ask that students and faculty 
take extra precautions with all matters 
concerning their health.  

“The campus was doing great 
until after Fall Break. It seemed that 
because our campus is so isolated, 
we were able to avoid a great many 
cases, but then students went home 
and became exposed. When students 
came back to campus, that was when 
the illnesses started."  In one week 

to make more upgrades this semester 
such as adding new programs to the 
computer to assist DJs in the booth.  

The station has provided enter-
tainment for campus events like the 
Homecoming Pep Rally and the Fall 
Fest Jamboree. 

Finally, if anyone would be in-
terested in joining the Ferrum Radio 
staff, contact Chazley Logan at clo-
gan@ferrum.edu. 

mbird@ferrum.edu

alone, Whisenant said, there were 33 
confirmed cases.”
 Now that the flu is going around, 
it is important to remember to wash 
your hands frequently and to use hand 
sanitizer every time you touch some-
thing, as well as before and after you 
eat. It is also important to remember to 
avoid touching your face, because the 
flu can enter your system through your 
eyes, nose, or mouth. 

It is also important to take care of 
your body. That means eating healthy 
and getting enough rest. When the 
body doesn’t get enough rest, the im-
mune system begins to weaken, and 
illnesses enter the body easier.

 Students and faculty should be on 
the lookout for flu symptoms, which 
include headache, runny nose, sore 
throat, shortness of breath, coughing, 
loss of appetite, aching muscles, diar-
rhea or vomiting.  Students who have 
contracted the flu, or believe they have 
symptoms, should stay in their rooms 
and inform their residence assistants 
of their condition. 

Whisenant says, “We encourage 
students to call their parents to take them 
home. It is not mandatory, but we think 
that the students would be more comfort-
able recovering in the more familiar set-
tings of home.” 

jedelin@ferrum.edu
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  John Wells

If you could change an aspect of your appearance, 
what would you change, and why?

Madison James

I need to tone up.  It’s hard to find time 
to hit the gym.

Carly Jones

I would want to enhance my 
gluteus maximus!

Molly Marrin

I would change my lazy eye.

Ben Barker

I probably need a haircut before the 
holidays and maybe a shave as well.  

I would also like to look like 
an NFL linebacker.

Lance Vest

I would not mind being taller; 
I’m a little short.

Katie Duff

I’m sure there are plenty of things wrong 
with my appearance, but I just focus on 

working with what I got!

Jon Sartell

One thing I would change about 
my appearance is to be taller.

Katie Siewers

I would change my extreme height.  
I’m way too tall.

Patrick O’Connor

One thing I would change about my
appearance is to have more muscle.
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School has gotten too big
Chris Brown
Staff Writer

I am sure most upperclassmen 
remember the day when they could 
walk into the cafeteria and wait no 
longer then three to five minutes to 
get food even at the busiest part of the 
day.  I am sure they also remember not 
bumping into fellow classmates while 
on their way to eat their meal.  Call 
me old fashioned, but I feel the school 
has gotten too big.  

Sure, the school is only at 
approximately 1,400 students, but 
keep in mind where the school 
was just a few years ago, when the 
enrollment struggled to reach 1,000 
students in any given semester.  What 
attracted me to Ferrum was the idea of 
a small town college where everybody 
knew one another.  Over the four 
years I have been a student here I have 
noticed the good, the bad, and the ugly 
of the college.  

This year I have noticed where see SCHOOL page 6

see DELIVERY page 6

Ashley Hale
Editor-in-Chief

 This is really my last issue as 
editor-in-chief. I cannot believe my 
Sunday afternoons will no longer 
be occupied with editing countless 
articles for factual, grammatical, and 
mechanical errors. Oddly enough, I 
think I may slightly miss that, but I 
am realizing now that I have many 
tougher challenges to face.  

I have one last semester, in which I 
will finally be student teaching. I have 
just a few months before I have to DO 
something with my life. I use to pride 
myself in having definite goals and a 
plan of obtaining them. However, at 
this point in my life, I feel like I have 
lost total control. 

I have decided I simply must take 

one day at a time. 
Throughout my college career, 

I have remained active in many co-
curricular activities. I am not one to 
commit to anything half-heartedly, so, 
unfortunately, I have found myself so 
busy and so stressed so many times 
that I have honestly felt like I could 
not continue with anything. 

There have been times that I have had 
papers to research and write, projects to 
complete, tests to study for, conferences 
to attend, interviews to conduct, and 
meetings to lead or attend. Many of 
these tasks, combined with many other 
stressors, sometimes seem to occur all 
at once and definitely made me feel 
extremely overwhelmed. 

Please do not get me wrong. 
This is not a venting session. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed doing all that 

I have done at Ferrum. Like many 
students, however, I have found it hard 
to balance all these activities. 

I am sad to say that this semester 
has been one of the most difficult 
terms of my educational career. 
Somehow, I committed myself to too 
many co-curricular activities, stressed 
too much about maintaining perfection 
in my academic work, and worried too 
much about family relations beyond 
my control. 

I completely neglected my own 
well being.

For so long, I refused to make 
doctor’s appointments, although I 
knew they were desperately needed, 
because I was simply too busy. Many 
days I would become so busy with my 
“to-do” lists, that I would completely 
forget to eat. I rarely took breaks to 

Goodbye? Really?
socialize with friends or even sleep. 

Now, I am at least two or three 
weeks behind in my classes, because, 
mentally and physically, my mind and 
body finally quit. 

There is no excuse for the way I 
have treated myself. I was so scared 
that taking time to breathe would 
cause me to fall behind, that I almost 
made myself stop completely.

I have feared letting others down. 
Disappointing others may be my worst 
fear. I need to realize, however, that I 
cannot disappoint myself. A little bit 
of stress is motivating. Too much is 
dispiriting. All students need to find 
that balance.

In the words of Jess Goode “study 
hard, work out hard, play hard...for the 
rest of time, amen!”

ahale@ferrum.edu

overcrowding has become an 
issue, specifically when it comes 
to computer access in the library.  
Whenever I would go to the computer 
lab located in the lower end of the 
library, it seemed that at any point 
between the hours of 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
I am very unlikely to get in there to 
get work done.  This normally would 
not have been a problem in the past, 
but due to the fact we now have a 
record number of people on campus, 
the computers in the library are 

occupied, some by students attempting 
to do their work, but mostly occupied 
by students checking their Facebook 
or MySpace pages.  I am not one that 
calls for censorship, but I am happy 
with rules that prioritize academic 
work in a place where we are 
supposed to conduct research.  

I also have noticed overcrowding 
in the cafeteria. As I mentioned earlier, 
there were times in the caf, when I 

Special Delivery
Glenn Thompson

Special to the Iron Blade

 My cornucopia of life experiences 
has often provoked questions about 
what it is like to do this, to try that, 
to meet him…and so on.  In this 
and future missives, should they be 
selected for your amusement, I will 
answer many that have been put forth 
to me over the years.  

Over a decade of my life has been 
spent functioning at various levels 
in the emergency medical services 
system; military, government and 
civilian.  In that time, I delivered five 
babies into this cold, cruel world. 
Everyone always wants to hear 
about the first.  Luckily for me, like 
most of my life, it was not a simple 
experience, and there is a story in it.

It was just over three decades 
ago, and I was stationed at a little 
Army Medical Clinic just outside 
of Washington, D.C.  As a newly 
assigned Non-Commissioned Officer, 
I pulled a full weekend of Emergency 
Room Duty my first week in town.  

I later learned that the Head Nurse 
liked to make such assignments on 
new NCOs as kind of a “bath of fire.”  
This clinic was for active and retired 
military personnel and their families, 
but the Emergency Room had to 
be available for any and all public 
emergency medical needs, including 
civilian.  

Some of the emergencies that 
showed up at our doors were actually 
responsible for some of the more 
insane medical urban legends of D.C.  
But I am not going there…never…
never.   Remember…this was the era 
of disco dancing, leisure suits, stack 
heels, and all the rampant sins and 
resultant injuries that often accompany 
bad taste and worse choices.

Before I go any further, I must 
add a bit of a technical note of 
understanding here.  The ambulances 
we used were not the “tallboys” 
of today.  They were more like 
modified hearses, sometimes with 
air-conditioning, and you did all your 
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To the Editor,

In concept, the Ferrum College 
Executive in Residence program 
offers a potentially inspiring learning 
opportunity.  The choice of Massey 
Energy president Baxter Phillips as 
the program’s second guest, however, 
reflects poorly on the college’s 
credibility and consciousness in 
light of its year-long theme of 
“Sustainability.”  The fall semester 
series of lectures, films and special 
events continues to stimulate 
awareness and provide first-hand 
information about the realities of 
climate change for students, faculty, 
staff and community  

In contrast,  Phillip’s message on 
the “future of energy” and continued 
electrification of the planet with ever 
increasing coal mining suggests that 
we can just keep on polluting our air, 
poisoning our waters, blowing up our 
mountains and destroying Appalachian 
communities because “coal keeps the 

lights on!”  
It is astounding that someone of 

Phillips’ stature and experience could 
be so dismissive of the role coal is 
playing in our climate change crisis.  
But then, Phillips’ predecessor at 
Massey Energy, Don Blankenship, 
who now serves as CEO and Board 
Chair for the company, is on record 
as mocking environmental concerns, 
and has unapologetically influenced 
judicial decisions in West Virginia 
courts in cases seeking enforcement of 
federal mining laws and regulations.1 
Massey Energy’s destructive practices 
and safety violations are well-
documented.2,3

Most troubling in Ferrum’s role 
as host for Massey Energy’s top 
executive, is the implied message that 
here is someone to emulate, a model 
of success representing an industry to 
be held in high regard.  Yet, not once 
in his remarks did Mr. Phillips speak 
the word “environment,” or express 
an iota of concern about the impact of 
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his company’s product on the global 
climate crisis.  Repeatedly, he cited 
the need to raise the quality of life 
for developing nations by meeting 
ever-increasing demands for energy 
without a single reference to quality 
of life being dependent on clean air, 
clean water and healthy ecosystems.  
He spoke as if the world’s growing 
energy needs are simply a given 
that coal can continue to meet for 
years to come.  His slide of  “The 
World at Night” highlighted the 
world’s glowing metropolitan centers 
particularly the electrified East Coast 
of the U.S. as if it were a goal to have 
the entire planet pulsating with similar 
brilliance, eliminating darkness 
worldwide.  It is already established 
that our encroachment on the cycles of 
day and night are making disturbing 
impacts on the world’s natural 
systems, including our own species.

In recent weeks, Massey Energy 
has begun blasting on Coal River 
Mountain in West Virginia, a 

controversial mountaintop removal 
mining site.  Local citizens in Raleigh 
and Boone Counties have been 
protesting Massey practices for years, 
and in 2007 proffered an alternative 
to taking down that mountain.  A 
2007 wind potential study was 
commissioned to see if wind turbines 
might be placed on the mountain. The 
wind potential study and the economic 
study that followed found  it possible 
to place 328 MW of wind energy on 
Coal River Mountain. That’s enough 
to power 70,000 West Virginia Homes 
and provide permanent jobs and 
$1.7 million in taxes to the county 
every year.4  Massey Energy never 
acknowledged the proposal.

Ferrum College’s choice to host 
the president of Massey Energy as 
part of its Executive in Residence 
program in the midst of its focus 
on sustainability sends a peculiar 
message.  At a moment when many 

work on your knees if you were over 
four feet tall.  Keep that and the fact 
that I am six feet tall in mind for later.

It was an August Saturday night 
in Washington.  Hot…muggy.  If 
you have not experienced it, keep 
in mind that it is only the invention 
of air-conditioning that allowed our 
legislatures to meet often enough to 
make a career out of what should be a 
short-term duty.

The clinic had a great air-
conditioning system…one of the old 
exterior chillers that worked forever…
so we were a popular target for help 
in a cool atmosphere.  This particular 
Saturday night was no exception.  As 
I strolled through the small waiting 
room, I inventoried the injuries first, 
then the injured.  Drag queen to the 
left with a very swollen left ankle 
and foot, holding tightly to a pair 
of impossible high-heels; I made a 
mental note to send someone out to 
conduct the interview with a pre-
treatment cold-pack.  I passed an 
assortment of people I guessed to be 
hot and homeless, or at least bathless, 
if the varied and compelling odors 

could walk up right after my class 
ended at noon or 12:20 and go to the 
front of the line to serve myself.  

These days, the line to get into 
the cafeteria sometimes spills outside 
of Franklin Hall. Now, I find myself 
having to navigate through so much 
foot traffic, it’s almost like we need 
the cops to take a break from lunch to 
direct people.  

I’m not so much disappointed that 
the school has increased to such a 
large number in such a short period of 
time as I am disappointed at the lack 

of facilities at our disposal to support 
the increase.  

Okay, so Ferrum has built more 
dorms to accommodate more students 
to the school.  We have also doubled 
up students in the Lakeside dorms, 
but are there any plans to get a new 
academic building in the near future?  
One would think if you try to increase 
enrollment, that you have to increase 
academic buildings.  My rhetoric class 
uncomfortably stuffs over 20 students 
in Grousbeck.  Normally, we would 
move our class to another room, but 

there were no available rooms to 
accommodate the class.  

So we have a Papa John’s now 
(Great addition by the way, really), 
but what about expanding the caf or 
adding another room to eat in?  What 
about more computers for students 
to use?  What about class size and 
scheduling?  Ferrum brags about 
small classes, which they normally 
have managed in the past.  However, 
I have had classes over the past year 
that have exceeded 30 students and 
even one upper level course where we 

had 48 students in a class.  Granted, 
those sizes are nothing compared to 
Virginia Tech, Radford, or VCU, but 
48 students is a bit much for a school 
that advertises its student-teacher ratio 
to be around 13:1.  

I am thrilled to see that Ferrum has 
expanded its footprint and is bringing 
in more students. What disappoints 
me is that I do not see more academic 
facilities to support the growth. 

jcbrown@ferrum.edu

were any clue.
I approached the reception desk 

and found the Charge Nurse and 
Physician in conference.  Instead 
of hushing upon my approach, they 
smiled in relief…if I was any judge 
of expressions.  It seems that we had 
a third-trimester soldier/mother-to-be 
in need of an ambulance ride to Walter 
Reed Hospital, and an experienced 
senior medic was the minimum 
transport escort requirement.  The 
reasoning behind this, of course, was 
having experienced hands available 
should the baby decide it could not 
wait to join the Great Game.  Now, 
yes, I had gone through medic 
training, but my rank at that time had 
been achieved in other branches of 
the Army…I had never delivered a 
baby!  Yes, I saw more than one film 
in training with anatomically emphatic 
close-ups…but not quite the same…as 
being there.

Ten minutes later I was crouched 
in the back of that Olds hearse next 
to a moaning almost-mother, being 
driven up 16th Street to Walter Reed 
Hospital.  Constant road work around 

the area forced us to take the longer, 
slower city route.   

I was opening what windows 
would cooperate…remember that 
“sometimes air-conditioning?”

Then I noticed that my patient had 
stopped moaning.  The scream that 
came from her labor-constricted throat 
hit a note that probably deafened 
every dog within a two-mile radius.  
Once my own intestinal system had 
slid back down two feet, I found air to 
ask her what was wrong.  

There are a number of things she 
could have told me at that moment 
that would have indicated an extreme 
medical emergency…the simple, 
natural statement she made actually 
frightened me more.

“The baby is coming!”
No…I did not faint.  Got a little 

woozy…but just as my blood pressure 
elevated to the situation.  I yelled 
to my young driver, who guessed 
we were still 20 minutes away from 
any help.  I am not going to give 
you a baby delivery lesson here, but 
needless to say, my training took over 
and I wiggled my way to the end of 

her gurney to assess my patient.  What 
I expected…was not what I found.  
What was to be a dilation check…
well…the head was already halfway 
out.  (A note here:  This would have 
been an extraordinarily fast first 
delivery, but we found out later that it 
was actually her third child.)

So, I stopped the ambulance in the 
middle of D.C.’s busiest Red Light 
District.

I opened the back doors and 
positioned myself at the end of the 
gurney, then delivered little Evelyn 
in the glare of flashing neon lights…
reflected in the spandex and sequins 
of the surrounding crowd of night 
people.     

We delivered mother and child to 
the care of the hospital…both well and 
happy.

And me…well, I admit it.  No 
matter how many times you do it, it 
still humbles you a little each time.

Happy Holidays.

gthompson@ferrum.edu
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Student  Activities  Calendar

Ferrum Folks:  Danny Adams

Monday November 30, 2009 
8:30 a.m. - Art Exhibit: “ The Whole    
   Pin- hole Show, (Variations on the 
   Theme of Sustainability)”
   Greer Gallery in Stanley Library 
   through Dec. 15
11 a.m. - Zoe Holiday Candy Grams 
   Franklin Hall Atrium 
6p.m. 
Weekly Ag Club Mtg, Garber 123 
7p.m. - The Church: Last  Lecture  
   Vaughn Chapel 
9p.m. -  PEM Club Mtg, Trophy Rm, 
   Swartz Gym
Tuesday December 1, 2009 
11a.m.- -Energy Survey Station lunch 
   sessions, Franklin Hall Atrium
Zoe Holiday Candy Grams 
   Franklin Hall Atrium 
5p.m. - Energy Survey Station dinner 
   session, Franklin Hall Atrium
6:15p.m. - Ferrum Outdoors Recwood 
   Indoor Climbing, Gym
9p.m. - BINGO, Panthers Den
Wednesday December 2, 2009
11a.m Energy Survey Station lunch 
   sessions, Franklin Hall Atrium
Zoe Holiday Candy Grams 

   Franklin Hall Atrium
1p.m. - -Student Accounts and 
   Financial Aid Centralized Services
   Virginia Room, in Franklin Hall
4:30p.m. - Teacher Education 
   Portfolio Presentations
   Beckham 101, 103, 202, 204, and 
   317 (Beckham Conference Room) 
   Britt 106 and 107, Library Annex 
   201 and 202 A
5p.m. - Energy Survey Station dinner 
   sessions, Franklin Hall Atrium
6:30p.m. - -College Against Cancer/
   Relay for Life Mtgs , Beckham 103
6:30p.m - Florida Spring Break 
   interest meeting,   Panthers Den 
8:30p.m. - Improv Show
   Panthers Den 
Thursday December 3, 2009
11a.m. - Energy Survey Station lunch 
   sessions, Franklin Hall Atrium 
Zoe Holiday Candy Grams 
   Franklin Hall Atrium 
12p.m. - Bloodmobile, Fitness Center
5p.m. - Energy Survey Station dinner 
   sessions, Franklin Hall Atrium 
8p.m. - Coffee House, Panthers Den 
Recharging Thursday Night Bible 

   Study, Roberts Hall Conf. Rm 
Friday December 4, 2009
7:30p.m. - Jazz & Gospel Concert 
   Vaughn Chapel 
8p.m. - Snowball Dnace 
   Quality Inn Roanoke Airport 
Saturday December 5, 2009
3:30p.m - Big Buddy Little Buddy   
   Santa Pictures, Panthers Den 
Sunday December 6, 2009
6p.m - Weekly Ag Club Mtg, Garber 123
7p.m - The Church: Christmas 
   Service of Lessons and Carols 
   Vaughn Chapel 
9p.m. - PEM Club meeting 
   Trophy Room, Swartz Gym
Tuesday December 8, 2009
LAST DAY OF CLASSES 
7:30p.m. - Fall Dance Recital 
   Sale Theatre, School field Hall 
8p.m. - Madden/Spades Night 
   Panthers Den
Wednesday December 9, 2009
READING DAY
8a.m. - English 101 Exams Only 
In normal Class Locations unless 
professor announces another location
6:30p.m. - College Against Cancer/

   Relay For Life Meetings 
   Beckham 103
7p.m. - Stress Relief/Games Night 
   Fitness Center 
Thursday December 10, 2009
8a.m. - -EXAMS 
In normal Class locations unless 
professor announces another location.
7p.m. - Sustainability Film “ Wall-E”
   Panthers Den 
8p.m. - Recharging Thursday Night  
   Bible Study, Roberts Hall Conf Rm 
Friday December 11, 2009
8a.m. - EXAMS 
In normal Class locations unless 
professor announces
Saturday December 12, 2009
8a.m. - EXAMS 
In normal Class locations unless 
professor announces another location.
Monday December 14, 2009
EXAMS 
In normal Class locations unless 
professor announces another location
9p.m. - PEM Meeting 
   Trophy Room, Swartz Gym

khabibi@ferrum.edu

Tristen Ashley
Senior Staff Writer

When Danny Adams came to 
Ferrum College with his wife in the 
summer of 2002, he had no immediate 
expectations of working in the area.   
When he heard that there was an 
evening librarian position open he 
decided to apply for it.  “It seemed to 
be perfect,” he says.  “This is where I 
wanted to settle and put down roots.”  

Adams started the position in 
October of 2002.  Shortly after that, 
Adams started a project that had been 
a dream of his: writing a book with his 
uncle, Philip Jose Farmer.  

Farmer was a well-known science-
fiction writer who died in February 
2009. While Farmer was still alive, 
Adams found some unfinished 
manuscripts on a fan web site.  He 

found one, a story about a murderer 
in the future who gets caught up in 
medieval reenactment, particularly 
interesting.  

Adams went to his uncle with the 
idea immediately, and, after seeing 
some of his nephew’s writing, Farmer 
decided that Adams was the person 
to finish the book.  “My dream was 
just to write with him” Adams says.  
“Then the challenge was taking what 
he had written and seeing how well I 
could match what he had written,”

Adams says that when he resolved 
himself to do the project in 2005, 
it only took him about two or three 
weeks because it had been marinating 
in his creative conscience for a few 
years.  

In 2007, The City Beyond Play 
was published.  The novel is a fun 
adventure science-fiction story about 

a made-up society with historical 
aspects.  

Adams continues to write.  He is 
currently working on a series of books 
about the Shenandoah Valley.  He also 
writes poetry in his spare time.  

Adams says that he has written 
some nonfiction but he prefers to write 
fiction.  “When I’m writing fiction I 
come up with more ideas,” he says.  
“As I write, ideas will stir.  That 
doesn’t happen with nonfiction.” 

Adams says that he gets ideas 
for his stories and characters from 
everyday life.  “Anything can end 
up in a book, a setting, a character’s 
quirk, or the way someone moves,” he 
says.  “Everything I observe gets filed 
away.”  

Adams says that it was his uncle 
that got him interested in writing in the 
first place.   Adams has been writing 
since he was 12.  “For as long as I can 
remember, I was writing stories--in my 
head, anyway,” he says.  

Working at the Stanley Library 
has helped Adams to be more diligent 
on his own writing.  “It’s hard to 
procrastinate my own writing when 
I’m surrounded by books all the time,” 
he says.  “And from the observation 
standpoint, it’s a great place.”  

Adams’ wife Laurie seems to 
agree that working in the library 
is beneficial.  “Danny thrives in a 
situation where he is surrounded by 
ideas that he can expand on,” she says.  
“Danny is someone who likes to find 
his niche and be there.”  

She says that being around different 
kinds of people helps her husband to 
be a better writer.  “He meets enough 
people to gather ideas, take pieces and 
parts, and make a different character,” 

she says.  “I think that is why he 
comes up with these memorable 
characters.”

In addition to writing his own 
fiction, Adams writes anonymous 
reviews of other science fiction books 
for Publisher’s Weekly.  Adams says 
he writes about four reviews per 
month and has a hard time writing a 
negative review.  “I know what goes 
into a book,” he says.  “You put your 
heart and soul into it.”  

Adams says that he has never 
bashed a book.  “I can mention 
weaknesses as well as strengths,” he 
says.  “Writing anonymous reviews it 
easier, to be honest.”  

In his spare time, Adams spends 
time with the many animals he has 
at home.  He and his wife act as 
foster parents for area animal welfare 
organizations, usually fostering 
cats.  In addition to their own seven 
permanent pets, the Adams are 
currently taking care of eight cats.  
Most have been found in the area and 
given to them until a more permanent 
home can be found.  

Adams says that each group has 
its own room in their house.  “The 
hardest thing is making sure you 
spend enough time with them,” he 
says.  Adams says that some of the 
animals are not used to humans and 
need extra care.  

Adams says that he loves working 
in the library and he can’t imagine 
working anywhere else.   “I don’t 
know if I want to give up working 
at the library, to tell the truth,” he 
says.  “I enjoy it too much here to go 
anywhere else.”

tashley@ferrum.ed

photo by Tristen Ashley

compiled by Khoseraw Habibi
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Steven Slusher
Special to The Iron Blade

For all readers who have 
followed our SIFE team’s features on 
sustainability and the chance to win 
the $20 Wal-Mart gift card, we wanted 
to make sure every knows this is the 
final chance to enter the contest. Every 
response to either the preceding article 
and this one must be e-mailed by Dec. 
5, 2009. Remember, all faculty, staff, 
and students at Ferrum College are 
eligible to enter.

The question this week is to name 
a renewable resource of energy you 
feel Ferrum, Va., or even the United 

FC and Sustainability
States should start looking into. If 
the resource has been contemplated 
before, please discuss why you feel 
it should be looked at with more 
intensity, and how you feel it could 
truly help the world we live in. Be 
sure to discuss the pros and cons of 
the resource as well.

Thanks to everyone who has been 
part of this contest and continue to 
look for this section in next semester’s 
Iron Blade.
  Questions or comments? E-
mail Sslusher@ferrum.edu or 
FC.Sustainability@gmail.com

sslusher@ferrum.edu

Michael Rich
Senior Staff Writer 

Best 
1. “Inglourious Basterds”
Never before has killing Hitler been 
so much fun. Tarantino does his best 
work to date. 

2. “Adventureland”
Probably the biggest unseen film of 
this year. Shows a slice of life in the 
80’s that truly is remarkably funny. 
3. “Paranormal Activity”
Succeeding in grossing almost $100 
million out of a $20 thousand budget 
is bound to get your attention.
4. “Tyson”
It won’t change your mind about the 

man, alhough it does provide a deeper 
context of who this man truly is.
5. “Away We Go”
Every so often I look at my watch 
wondering when a film is going to be 
over. “Away we Go” is that rare film 
that I didn’t want to end.
6. “The Hurt Locker”
his is probably the best Iraq War to 
date. It also provides us with enough 
real suspense to keep us in our seats 
for the duration.
7. “Star Trek”
For the first time there is a Star 
Trek film that even non-fans of this 
franchise can enjoy. It also provides 
new possibilities for where it can go.
8. “State of Play”
Shows you the state that the 
newspaper industry in the most 
fascinating of ways.
9. “The Wrestler”
This movie shows a world that many 
people think they want to get into. 
Only that things aren’t very glamorous 
once it’s past its prime.
10. “The Hangover”
I don’t think I have laughed harder all 
year long. This shows that an R-rated 
comedy can actually work.

Honorable Mention
(in no particular order)

“Zombieland,” “World’s Greatest 
Dad,” “Frost/Nixon,” “Doubt,” 
“Moon” 

Worst 
1. “The Mysteries of Pittsburgh”
Reportedly, this project took ten years 
to get the screen. They really should 
have kept pushing.

Rich Picks:  The Best and Worst of 2009 

2. “My Sister’s Keeper”
Ends up being an accidental comedy. 
Sadly, that is the least of the film’s 
problems.
3. “G.I Joe”
The longer I kept watching the film, 
the longer I wondered when the film 
plot was going to kick in. Sadly, that 
never happened.

4. “Orphan”
The Tagline states “there is something 
wrong with Esther.” Once it’s revealed 
what is actually wrong with Esther, we 
just want to howl with laughter.

5. “12 Rounds”
Somehow, Renny Harlin wants us to 
think we have never seen any “Die 
Hard Films.” Quite frankly, this just 
seems impossible to do.
6. “Underworld:  Rise of the 
Lycans” 
Does anybody really care about a 
how a feud between vampires and 
werewolves got started?
7. “The Girlfriend Experience”
I would think that there would be an 
interesting film to make about a high 
class call girl. Sadly, this isn’t that 
film.
8. “Land of the Lost”
Never before has Will Ferrell become 
so desperate for laughs. Though, it’s a 
big improvement over his more recent 
work.
9. “The Pink Panther 2”
I think Steve Martin has now realized 
that his Inspector is not the one that 
we remember fondly.
10. “Rachel Getting Married”
This film is like being at a wedding 
for your fifth cousin. You wonder why 
you’re there and why you should care.

Dishonorable Mention
(no particular order) 

“Couples Retreat,” “Halloween 2,” 
“Funny People,” “The Spirit,” “Seven 
Pounds”

mrich@ferrum.edu

Ana Combs
Staff writer 

“We Were Warned”? How about 
‘We Are Cliché”?  That’s what this 
movie is, but even with these clichés, 
it still manages to pull us in, and it’s 
remarkable for what it is.

It’s obvious even from the trailers 
and the hype around the film that it 
delivers on the levels of being visually 
stunning and a “popcorn flick.” 

The film’s premise is “what 
if the world’s governments knew 
about this danger and never warned 
us?” The film maker has a track 
record for “destroying the world”; 
maybe he thought--really thought-
-about actually giving more social 
commentary in this film than just 
relying on CGI to tell the story. 

Many will simply write off this 
movie as capitalizing on conspiracy 
theorists and talk about the rumored 
“world changing event” of 2012.  
The film does briefly touch on the 
predictions of the popular theory 
of the Mayan Calendar and all 
other predictions by other cultures 
or religions.  The subtext of social 
commentary is still there, albeit rather 
small, but if one actually WATCHES 
the movie and looks past the cool 
CGI, one can understand the logic. 

The film is billed as “Starring John 
Cusack,” but, in all honesty and with 
respect to Mr. Cusack, he is not the 
star of this movie. It wasn’t the CGI 
either. 

It was Chiwetel Ejiofor, an 
unknown actor to the U.S. mainstream 
audience who, due to this film, should 
be a overnight celebrity. Chiwetel 
brings the great acting this film needed 
in order to be taken seriously.  

The audience will not be able to 
avoid getting emotionally invested 
in his character, Adrien Hemsley, 
the scientific advisor to the president 
(played by Danny Glover). We feel 
his pain when he talks to his father. 
We feel his anger when he refuses to 
play the political game of “the rich eat 
steak with wine and the poor are left 
to eat the pieces that are scattered on 
the floor under the table.” 

Meanwhile, John Cusack, billed 
as the film’s star, brings the everyday 
“dad” attitude to his performance, and 
while it lacks in some parts, it brings 
it home a humble and quiet demeanor 
and, when need be, an aggressive and 
profane leading man. 

Does this film deliver the fear 
it has promised in the trailers  for 
months? Not really. As I tried to be 
invested into the feeling and mood 
of the film, I couldn’t help but laugh 
at some of the dialogue, which is 
where some of the clichés creep 
in.  For example, when the ex of 
Cusack’s character is being told by 
her boyfriend, “I feel like something 
is pulling us apart” and then, right 
on cue, the ground cracks and...you 
guessed it...it pulls them apart. 

This is done throughout the film, 
but what can you expect from a film 

that is mostly about the fear of the 
world being ended? Would people 
have Shakespearean dialogue at a time 
like that? Probably not, so, in that 
term, cliché is appropriate. 

The religious parallels, specifically 
the Christian religious themes, are 
there as in any film about disaster 
and faith, Cusack’s character’s son 
is “Noah,” and the way the humans 
can survive this apocalypse is by 
relying on “Arks” produced when 
the governments of the world pool 
their money together. There are also a 
number of “prayer is what is left to do 
now” moments. 

While the movie is a popcorn 
flick and logic is thrown out about 30 

minutes into the movie, the “secret 
weapon” takes over:  the CGI, and 
yes, the effects are ASTONISHING.. 
Honestly, without a GREAT visual of 
national monuments being destroyed, 
earthquakes, the flooding of India 
and the Himalayas , the destruction 
of Washington, D.C., and the utter 
OBLITERATION of Yellowstone 
National Park, this movie would 
literally end itself. 

Can you say, “I’ll be buying this 
on Blu-Ray”? That’s what I said as 
the credits rolled. Unlike most other 
directors that rely on CGI, and don’t 

“2012”: Are you ready for the end of the world?
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Ashley Hale
Editor-in-Chief

 “A Look at Franklin County 
History” drew in a crowd for both of 
its performances on Nov. 13 and 14 in 
the Grousbeck Recital Hall. Funded 
through the Appalachian College 
Community Economic Development 
Alliance (ACCEDA), members of 
the Oral History project performed 
a one-act play based on the stories 
and interviews collected from local 
community members. 
 Music instructor Emily Rose 
Tucker and Blue Ridge Dinner 
Theatre Artistic Director Rex 
Stephenson directed the 40-minute 
play. Performers included Tucker 
and Stephenson, along with students 
Kenny Barron, Kristy Bell, Zachary 
Gilbertson, Victoria Mallory Parker, 
and Chris Wolfe. Anna Holman and 
Darrell Scott also lent their musical 

Local residents’ stories and growth in technology 
highlight “A Look at Franklin County History” 

talents to the play. 
 The oral history project is a smaller 
part of a larger project known as the 
“Last Mile Broadband.” This program 
has been ongoing for a couple of years 
and was initiated by the Community 
Development Alliance (CDA), a 
partnership between Franklin County 
and Ferrum College initiated by 
the ACCEDP. Through the “Last 
Mile Broadband” the availability of 
wireless technologies is continuing to 
expand across the county providing 
businesses and residents additional 
opportunities for advancement and 
growth. 
 Actors of “A Look at Franklin 
County History” conducted personal 
interviews with various members of 
the county in order to chronicle the 
infusion of technology over the past 
century. According to Tucker, “scenes 
are based on interviews we did with 
longtime Franklin County residents. 

The characters and events are woven 
together with the “Ferrum Store” 
as a common setting.” The oldest 
interviewee was 101. 
 Parker narrated the play, which 
began by showing the current use of 
a plethora of technology, then quickly 
reverted to the 1900s. Slowly, the 
play progressed through the decades, 
showing the emergence of the radio, 
television, video games, etc. 
 The cast clearly depicted the 
community’s varying opinions on the 
new technology. There were those 
who accepted and welcomed it, and 
there were those who preferred the 
“good ol’ days.” 
 With the expansion of technology 
also came the growth of opportunities 
for employment. This aspect was 
shown through the schoolroom 
discussion between teacher Elsie 
Turner, played by Bell) and her 
students. 

 “The most exciting aspect of 
working on this show has been getting 
to know our community, its residents 
and its history,” Tucker said. “We 
have learned a great deal, and feel as 
though we are also giving back by 
sharing these stories and helping to 
preserve them. I think we have all 
discovered that there is so much under 
the surface of a place,” she said.. 
“There is much to be gained from 
exploring the history of the place you 
call home.”
 Tucker said she found the students 
to be very enthusiastic about the 
oral history project. All participating 
members were “constantly turning up 
new material” Tucker said. Tucker 
views “ A Look at Franklin County 
History” as “more of a work-in-
progress, as we know there is so much 
more to uncover.”

ahale@ferrum.edu

colleges and universities across the 
country are working diligently to 
respond to climate change challenges 
and implementing strategies to move 
beyond coal, Ferrum College could 
have set a better example.

Jerryanne Bier

Sources
1  Burns, Shirley Stewart.  Bringing 
Down the Mountains: The Impact of 
Mountaintop Removal on Southern 
West Virginia Communities, West 

Virginia University Press, 2007, pages 
82-84.
2   Huber, Tim.  Mining safety agency 
imposes $1.5M fine on Massey 
Energy for mine violations. The 
America’s Intelligence Wire.  March 
29, 2007 
3   www.sourcewatch.org/index.
php?title=Massey_Energy -
4  www.coalriverwind.org
LINKs
 www.crmw.net
 www.chesapeakeclimate.org
 www.sierraclub.orgcoal
 www.wiseenergyforvirginia.org

ENERGY from page 6

Please complete this checklist of items to Reserve Your Place at Ferrum for Spring:

•	 Get the Courses YOU WANT by Registering ASAP
If you missed registering for your spring classes, see your Advisor right away to select your classes for spring.

•	 Settle Outstanding Balances
 = “CI” “Our records indicate that you have an outstanding balance that will permit you from registering for your classes.” Outstanding balances for Fall must be paid 
prior to registering for classes. Please contact Student Accounts at (540) 365-4239 about your payment options.

•	 Financial Aid
Complete your financial aid and receive funds for this academic year. Please stop by the Financial Aid Office and take care of any unfinished paperwork.

•	 Health Forms
According to Ferrum College policy, you will not be permitted to enroll spring semester without submitting a completed health form. Health forms are available online at: 
http://www.ferrum.edu/healthcenter/Downloads/2009-2010_health_form.pdf 

•	 Take Care of your Student Account
Payment is due on December 15 for any portion of your spring bill not covered by financial aid or your payment plan. Contact Financial Aid or Student Accounts if you 
have any questions about your account.

•	 Check-In
Please officially check-in online as soon as possible after January 4. Completing this online check-in process will lock in your schedule.
(Incomplete financial aid paperwork, an incomplete health form, or an outstanding student account balance WILL prevent you from checking-in online until you have 
taken care of these items).

•	 Return to Campus
Take care of these items and you will be able to return to campus and begin classes on Wednesday, January 13 without delay!

 Start your Spring Semester
HASSLE FREE!

Avoid the hassle! Act now to get your class schedule and avoid any delays 
in beginning your Spring Semester classes on

Wednesday, January 13

the credits rolled.  Unlike most other 
directors that spend time on the 
scene to let the audience absorb the 
moment, Michael Bay actually gives 
us a chance to be awed by the visuals, 
asking, “What if we really see this?”

Is this film a no-doubts-no-
questions-asked CLASSIC? No. 

Is it the best film of the year 2009 
or the decade? No.

But when you leave the theatre 
and think “Did I get my money’s 
worth?” you’ll say YES. Was it the 

best disaster film in recent years? Yes. 
Will you be going to see this again? 
Maybe. Did you have a good time 
laughing, being sad, feeling the on-
the-edge-of-your-seat suspense? Yes . 

“2012” is a quintessential ‘popcorn 
flick’ full of eye-popping visuals and 
breath-taking events.” It is a film 
ready to WOW us.

 The question is.......are we ready 
for “2012”?

acombs@ferrum.edu

“2012” from page 6
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Sports

see GOALS page 12

Rodge’s Hodge Podge Panther Profile:
Steven Keesler, Jr.

Amber Stoakley
Staff Writer 

     If you go down the football team 
roster, every player  has a story to 
tell. Whether it is a story of tragedy 
or self-improvement, each story is 
unique. Here is the story of Steven 
Keesler, Jr.   
     Steven Keesler is a senior offensive 
left guard for the Ferrum College 
football team. This is his fourth year 
playing on the team, and he has had 
quite a season. 

He is from Northern Virginia but 
grew up in New Jersey. He has been 
playing the game of football since 
he was in fifth grade, totaling twelve 
years. 

During a game early in the season, 
Keesler suffered a devastating knee 
injury. “I was blocking and had my 
back towards the ball. The running 
back ran behind me and a guy tackled 
him and fell over on me and tore my 
ACL,” Keesler explained. 

The prospect of losing his 
final year of college ball was 
“heartbreaking” to Keesler, but things 
took an unexpected turn. “It was 
devastating at first. I didn’t know what 
to do when the first doctor told me I 
was done, and then the second one 
told me I was clear.  I was amazed, 
and it made me play harder.” 

Keesler made a great comeback 
and ended with a great year. As far as 
going to play professional football, 
Keesler plans on trying out. 

     Keesler is all about his 
academic work, which is also a big 
part of his life. He is majoring in 
sports medicine and says that he loves 
learning about his major. His favorite 
class is anatomy. 

His favorite teacher is Dr. Katie 
Jordan, because he feels she teaches 
with excitement he also stated, “The 
fact that we got to work with the 
cadavers--that’s an accomplishment 
for an undergrad program like ours.” 

Keesler plans to attend graduate 
school to get his master’s degree 
and then become an athletic trainer 
somewhere “so (he) can make a good 
amount of money to fix people like I 
got hurt.”      

Like many other guys, Keesler 
likes to play “Call of Duty” online in 
his spare time. “It’s addicting. You 
have to put it away or you won’t get 
done any school work.”

 astoakley@ferrum.edu

To the Sports Editor:

     When I heard that Ferrum College 
was adding men’s lacrosse, the first 
thought that came to my mind was 
finally!  Finally, Ferrum is adding a 
sport that is one of the most exciting 
spectator sports.  It is more fun to 
watch then football, basketball or any 
other sport.  That’s just my humble 
opinion, though.  It has the bone- 
jarring hits of football, the strategy 
of basketball, and the conditioning 
of soccer.  I urge any Ferrum College 
student that will be here in spring 
2011 to go check out a game and 
tell me how exciting it is.  We also 
happen to be in one of the best states 
for Division III lacrosse.  Roanoke 
College and Washington & Lee 
University are two national powers.  
Roanoke was undefeated until last 
season, when they lost to the W&L 
Generals in the ODAC championship.  
Coach Nat St. Laurent comes to us 
from Washington & Lee, which has a 
nationally respected lacrosse program 
and won the ODAC, arguably the 
toughest lacrosse conference in the 
country.  

     Lacrosse is the fasting growing 
sport in the country. Yes, even faster 
than soccer.  Adding men’s lacrosse 
will also yield more students from 
the northeast in all likelihood, as that 
is where most lacrosse players are 
from.  By yielding more northern 
students, the student body is being 
diversified.  I think Ferrum College 
can only benefit from this since 
Division III lacrosse is unlike any 
other sport in Division III. Numbers-
wise there are only about 55 Division 
I and 32 Division II programs, but 
there over 130 Division III schools, 
which means most lacrosse players are 
in Division III.  That means there is 
plenty of competition to go around.  I 
think Ferrum is up for it, though; we 
have a solid coach who comes from a 
winning program.  

Though it may take some time to 
establish a winning program, Ferrum 
is moving in the right direction for 
lacrosse. Once the ball gets rolling-
- or, rather, flying--watch out.  Get 
ready for the fastest sport on two feet. 

Chris Brown
jcbrown@ferrum.edu

Letters to the Sports Editor
Men’s lacrosse--about time!

Women’s basketball 
sets high goals

Roger L. Keaton, III 
Sports Editor

     The women’s basketball team 
looks to build on past success and 
have its best season ever. Last season 
the team finished 18-9 (13-5 USA 
South) with a 9-3 mark at home. Fans 
of the tem will notice a different style 
of play this season, as the team will 
play more half-court sets instead of 
the fastbreaking that fans are used to 
seeing. This change in styles is more 
because of Coach Bryan Harvey 
changing tactics to match his players 
than a change in philosophy.
     When looking over last year’s 
team, some might think that losing 
the team’s top two in minutes played, 
number two scorer, and leader in 
assists and steals might decimate a 
team, but that is not what opposing 
coaches expect. The team was picked 
to finish second in the USA South 
Conference this season with only 
CNU finishing above it. Replacing 
Caprice Laws at point guard will 
be freshman Tesla Akers. Ashley 
Norton will move over from being 
the third guard and three posts will 
play the front court. Senior Tonya 
Wright looks to move up some career 
statistics lists and be named first team 
conference again. Junior Brittany 
Bullock is expected to continue her 

strong play from the past two years 
and sophomore Kristen Keith hopes 
to continue her strong play from last 
year where she fell just short of being 
named conference Rookie of the Year.
     This year’s team has two captains 
and three other seniors, who all were 
part of the first group that Harvey 
recruited to Ferrum College. Senior 
captain Tiesha Terry is “playing well” 
according to Harvey and may have 
had the best offseason of anyone 
in the program; Wright is the other 
captain of the team. Another senior, 
Shawnese “NeNe” Parker, will come 
off the bench and continue to excel 
in pressuring opponent ball handlers. 
The fifth senior is Courtney Pittman, 
someone who is expecting to come off 
the bench and provide leadership to 
the underclassmen. Along with Terry, 
sophomore Ashley Clements had a 
great offseason, is a “hard worker, and 
is way ahead this year from last year,” 
Harvey said. 
     Goals for this upcoming 
season include making the NCAA 
Tournament, breaking the school 
record (21) for wins in a season, 
wining the USA South regular season 
and tournament titles, going 6-1 in 
nonconference games and being 
undefeated at home, and having a 

Roger L. Keaton, III
Sports Editor

     The fall has come to an end 
(at least as far as the Iron Blade is 
concerned). I’ve enjoyed writing this 
column and I hope you’ve enjoyed 
reading it. I plan to continue it in the 
spring. Around the world of Ferrum 
College sports, the football team won 
at Maryville College to finish the year 
at .500. Before thinking the season 
was a loss, read my article on how 
close the season was to being very 
successful. … Women’s basketball 
has had some scrimmages and found 
out what needs to be worked on. … 
The men’s basketball team played 
its first two games of the year and 
lost both. The first was a bad loss at 
Lynchburg College, where we turned 
the ball over 36 times, yes, 36. The 
second was a close loss at home. 
Someone on the team will have to 
step up and take the place of Keith 
Crump. Derek Mitchell started the 
season playing well, getting double-
doubles in both games and setting 
a career high for scoring with 27 
against Randolph College. He is 
getting closer to the career rebounds 
record and likely will have it before 
Christmas. … The first issue of the 
spring will have the information from 
an interview I have with Abe Naff, 
Athletics Director at Ferrum College, 
which will have the title “State of 

Ferrum College Athletics.” If you 
want me to ask any specific questions, 
feel free to email me. All questions 
will be used anonymously unless you 
specify that you want to be named. 
… Primal Scream will be held Dec. 
9 along with the Game Night at the 
Fitness Center. This is a stress relief 
event. Game night is 7-10 p.m., and 
kids’ games will be played. Across 
the nation, colleges are doing Primal 
Scream to help reduce the stress of 
impending exams. Other colleges 
participating are Harvard, CNU, and 
others. We will all be making as much 
noise as possible for one minute, 
starting at 9 p.m. All people on 
campus are invited to participate.
     Jimmie Johnson wins the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Championship if 
he finishes 25th or better in the last race 
of the season. … If you haven’t seen 
it, look up the New Mexico women’s 
soccer player who got suspended 
for rough play. It’s incredible what 
she was able to do during that game 
against BYU. … The University 
of Virginia will be hiring a new 
football coach soon. My pick is Mike 
London, currently at the University 
of Richmond. Other than him, I would 
expect an unknown candidate, similar 
to the school’s basketball hire of 
Tony Bennett in the spring. … Tiger 
Woods won some tournament down 
under, a.k.a., in Australia.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

photo by Amber Stoakley
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Chris Brown
Staff Writer

     Though the Ferrum College 
women’s soccer team only 
accumulated three wins this past 
season, they still have plenty to look 
forward to in 2010.  Part of Ferrum’s 
struggles this season was because 
there were no seniors on the team, 
meaning that everyone from this 
past season is eligible to return next 
season.  

Some highlights of the season 
were when Ferrum netted a 4-0 
victory over Peace College in front 
of a large crowd for Think Pink night 

Women’s soccer looks forward 
and when Ferrum gave Christopher 
Newport University all they could 
handle, falling by a score of 0-
1.  Ferrum also remained tied with 
Washington and Lee University until 
the Generals scored two late goals to 
win.  Washington and Lee finished 
the regular season 16-1.  W&L topped 
CNU 4-0 in the NCAA tournament on 
Nov. 14. This shows that Ferrum is not 
far away from challenging the upper 
echelon of college soccer programs, 
in both the Commonwealth and the 
conference. 
     The next step will be for the 
Panthers to generate offense.  Anyone 
who went to the games this season 

Roger L. Keaton, III
Sports Editor

     At first when one looks at the 
football team’s record and sees 5-
5 overall and 3-4 in the USA South 
Conference, that person might think 
that it was a horrible season. While the 
record turned out to be much worse than 
anticipated, all five losses were close 
games. The first loss may have been 
September 5 at Emory & Henry, but the 
losses began in the offseason when a 
number of players on both sides of the 
ball did not return to the football team 
for myriad of reasons.
     The year started with a heartbreaking 
loss at Emory & Henry. This game was 
played without starting linebacker Jamar 
Mosely (injury) and defensive end 
Zack Leonard. Ferrum was down 7-17 
entering the fourth quarter but scored 
two touchdowns to take a 21-17 lead. 
The teams exchanged punts, and E&H 
started its scoring drive with 2:44 on the 
clock, eventually scoring from 11 yards 

recognized some of the offensive 
struggles.  The Panthers’ stout defense 
was anchored by Lea McMillian, 
who earned First Team All USA 
South honors as a defender.  Goalie 
Katie Hodkinson earned honorable 
mention all conference. The junior 
from Spottswood, Va., had a .745 save 
percentage, playing especially well 
when she saved 26 shots against CNU.  
Morgan Madonna also garnered 
honorable mention honors.  
 Next season will mark Coach 
Sandy Lagana’s fourth at the helm.  
She will have plenty of talent at her 
disposal.  

Next year’s defense should be 

even tougher, with the Panthers 
returning defender LaQuinita Garret 
who suffered an injury the first game, 
eventually playing in only three games 
all season.  Garret was First Team All- 
Virginia Sports Information Directors 
during the 2008 season. 
 The future seems bright for the 
Panthers because all the players on 
this season’s team are eligible to 
return to the soccer field next season 
to build on a team that showed much 
potential but fell just short of desired 
results.

jcbrown@ferrum.edu

out with only 14 seconds remaining. 
Ferrum 0-1, 0-0 USA South. 

In the second game of the year, 
Ferrum hosted Bridgewater College for 
Family Weekend and came away with a 
37-34 victory in overtime. Ferrum 1-
1, 0-0. The next weekend, the Panthers 
traveled to Buena Vista and defeated 
Southern Virginia University by the 
score of 28-21. Ferrum 2-1, 0-0.
     The following weekend brought 
another close loss when the team 
traveled to Rocky Mount, N.C. and 
played preseason favorite and eventual 
champion North Carolina Wesleyan. The 
final score had NCW winning 34-24, 
which was much closer than Ferrum’s 
earlier deficit of 34-10. The team had 
scored two straight touchdowns and 
was facing first and goal early in the 
fourth quarter in hopes of closing within 
a field goal. Two consecutive fumbles, 
the second recovered by a NCW player, 
ended the drive, and the team from the 
Rocky Mount in North Carolina was 
able to run out the rest of the clock. 

Ferrum 2-2, 0-1. The tough loss to 
NCW was followed up with a high-
scoring win over Methodist University 
for Homecoming Weekend, to the tune 
of 49-35. In this game, Steven Harris 
scored three touchdowns on the ground, 
and three other players also had rushing 
touchdowns. Ferrum 3-2, 1-1.
     Next on the schedule was Greensboro 
College. Ferrum won at Greensboro 
46-21 in 2008 and expected another 
victory. After the team took a 17-0 lead, 
most fans, remembering the previous 
year, thought the game was already 
finished. But Greensboro stormed back 
with 27 unanswered points, and Ferrum 
was unable to respond until 1:01 was 
left on the clock, then closing the gap 
to three points. Michael Sabol’s onside 
kick failed, and Greensboro was able 
to run out the clock and win 27-24. 
Ferrum 3-3, 1-2. After Greensboro 
was the only night game of the year, 
the same day as the Blue Ridge Folklife 
Festival. This fairly low-scoring affair 
against Shenandoah University was 

back-and-forth. Both teams scored on 
their first drives and both teams missed 
the XP kick, Puschell’s only miss of the 
season. A Scott Puschell field goal put 
Ferrum up three points, but Shenandoah 
answered with a touchdown. The 
Panthers responded with a touchdown of 
their own to take a lead they would not 
relinquish. Another field goal was added 
late, to finish up the scoring at 19-13. 
Ferrum 4-3, 2-2.
     A tough loss to Christopher Newport 
University came next. The two teams 
were tied at 14 at halftime, but CNU’s 
ground game, led by Tunde Ogun, was 
too much in the second half, and CNU 
took the victory 28-14. CNU actually 
punted to Ferrum late in the fourth 
quarter while clinging to a 21-14 lead, 
but the return was muffed and CNU 
was able to go on and score again 
from there. Ferrum 4-4, 2-3.
     Rival Averett University came to 
Ferrum for Senior Day the weekend 

Close losses make for painful football season

Roger L. Keaton, III
Sports Editor

     The Red Raiders (formerly of 
the Ferrum College football team) 
won the intramural flag football 
championship Monday, November 
16, over the Bassett Ballers by the 
score of 54-38. The Bassett Ballers 
took a quick lead when Alonzo Muse 
took Chris Jones’s first pass of the 
game the length of the field for a 
touchdown; Chris Jones completed 
the pass to Terrence Farmer for the 
extra point. The Red Raiders took 
over, and, on their third play from 
scrimmage, Marcus “TuFly” Marshall 
intercepted a Tyrus “TJ” Price pass 
and the Bassett Ballers were back in 
business. A long completion to Steven 
Washington was followed with a Jones 
to Farmer touchdown pass, and the 
Ballers had a 13-0 lead.
     The Red Raiders finally “calmed 
down and stopped playing out of 
control,” in the words of Zack Brown. 
They got their offense moving the 
next possession. Price completed 
passes to Roy Banks, Ryan McCall 
twice, and Jeremy Chew for the 
touchdown. The extra point pass to 
Pierre Williams made it 13-7. The 
Ballers had a bad start to their next 
drive when an extra man was on the 

field at the snap. On their first play, 
Jones was forced to scramble and 
picked up a few yards. On their next 
play, Zack Brown showed why he 
started on the football team at Ferrum 
College and picked off Jones’s pass, 
returning the ball to the four yard 
line. Price completed two passes to 
Winston Johnson for the touchdown 
and one-point conversion, and that 
quickly the Red Raiders turned a 13-0 
deficit into a 14-13 advantage. 
     The teams would exchange scores 
as Jones passed to Washington 
for a touchdown but failed on the 
conversion due to having eight on 
the field, and Price passed to Brown 
and completed the conversion pass 
to Chew, taking a 21-19 lead. The 
quick scoring would continue as the 
Ballers got in the end zone on two 
passes, the first going to Washington 
and the second to Muse for his second 
touchdown of the day but again 
failing on the conversion. The Red 
Raiders answered with a four-play 
drive to take a lead that they would 
never relinquish. Williams caught 
the Price pass for the touchdown and 
McCall caught the conversion pass. 
With very little time on the clock, 
the Ballers attempted to mount a 
scoring drive and take a halftime lead 
but Jordan Wade’s third pass was 

intercepted by Johnson and returned 
to the Ballers’ 25 yard line with 0.1 
seconds remaining in the half. Price 
took the snap and looked around but 
no one was open. Eventually he threw 
the ball toward the end zone but it fell 
incomplete, and the Red Raiders held 
a 28-25 halftime advantage.
     The Red Raiders started the second 
half with the ball and scored after six 
plays on a pass to McCall. On this 
drive, Price spread the ball around, 
throwing passes to five different 
receivers. The Ballers took over 
needing a score to stay close. On the 

first play, Chris Jones was pressured 
and scrambled out of bounds. Jones 
then completed a pass to Alonzo 
Muse for a short gain. Two plays later, 
Terrence Farmer caught a tipped pass 
in the end zone for the touchdown. 
Chris Skeeter caught the conversion, 
and it was only a two-point game, the 
difference coming from failed PAT 
conversions.
     Skeeter nearly intercepted the Red 
Raiders first pass but dropped the ball. 
This drop would prove costly, as the 

Red Raiders win flag football championship

photo by Roger Keaton

see RAIDERS page 12

see FOOTBALL page 12
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GOALS from page 10
team g.p.a. of 2.75 or higher. The 
team’s mission is “to take the program 
from good to great.” Harvey is 
“looking forward to a good year.” He 
admits that the women have “lofty 
goals, but the team will work hard to 
reach them.” To achieve these goals, 
the team will have to be better in its 

halfcourt offense and defense, not turn 
the ball over, and shoot the basketball 
well.
     Last year’s schedule had some gaps 
in it coinciding with Winter Break 
that Harvey felt caused problems and 
cost the team some momentum. This 
year, a game against Roanoke College 

Red Raiders would go on to score 
when Price complete a pass to Ryan 
McCall for the touchdown. This drive 
included stout defense, including 
Farmer knocking down a pass leaving 
the quarterback’s hand and getting 
a sack on the next play. On the 
following play, Roy Banks complete a 
halfback pass to Winston Johnson for 
a big gain.
     The Bassett Ballers took the ball 
knowing a score was needed to remain 
in this game. They drove the field and 
completed a great touchdown pass 
to Steven Washington, but wait--he 
was out of bounds. The Red Raiders 
would force incompletions on passes 
to Farmer and Marcus Marshall and 

get the ball with 4:10 on the clock, 
clinging to a 40-32 lead. A four-play 
scoring drive included a nice halfback 
throwback with Price and Banks 
once again being the quarterback and 
halfback. At the end, it was Ryan 
McCall once again standing in the 
end zone with the ball in his hands. 
The Red Raiders went for two this 
time, and Zach Smalls finally scored, 
the Red Raiders once again using the 
halfback pass.
     Jordan Wade went back to 
quarterback for the Bassett Ballers, 
who took over down 16 points with 
just over two minutes remaining. 
Wade complete passes to Alonzo 
Muse and Chris Jones, and the team 

called a timeout to stop the clock. 
Zack Brown knocked down a pass. 
Wade scrambled, and then Wade 
completed a pass to Farmer for the 
touchdown. The Ballers knew two 
points were needed to give themselves 
any hope of a comeback, but the Wade 
pass fell incomplete with 26.5 second 
remaining. In an odd move, the Red 
Raiders decided to go for another 
score with the game already in hand. 
Price completed a long pass to Zack 
Brown, the team called timeout, and 
Zack Smalls scored a touchdown to 
complete his perfect record of scoring 
in every game his team played. With 
the game being over, Preston “Fatts” 
McGilvery said his team would 

celebrate by “going to Disney World!”
     Looking over the tournament, 
Zack Smalls, the “Voice of the 
Red Raiders,” said he “liked the 
tournament and how it gets people 
involved when there’s nothing to 
do.” When asked about his incessant 
talking, he said that “it’s to get his 
team pumped up and to get them 
competitive.” Judging by the final 
games and the 38 points they gave 
up being the “most we’ve given up 
all year” according to Zack Brown, 
it does not look like they needed 
anything else to make them be 
competitive.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

after CNU. Averett was playing in order 
to have their next game (against NCW) 
be the de facto conference championship 
game. Ferrum was playing for pride and 
to defeat much disliked Averett. This 
game went to triple overtime where 
Ferrum lost 28-34. This painful loss was 
probably the worst of any during the 
year. Ferrum 4-5, 2-4. 

The football team traveled to 
Maryville College for the final game 
of the season. Ferrum took a 14-0 lead 
during the second quarter and a 21-7 
lead during the fourth quarter, but once 
again they could not put their opponent 
away. Maryville made it a one-score 
game but could not do anything after 
that, and Ferrum held on this time and 
walked away with a 21-14 win. Ferrum 
5-5, 3-4.

is scheduled during the middle of 
December to help eliminate that gap. 
The team opens its season Friday, 
Nov. 20, against Catholic University 
of America as part of the Marymount 
Tip-Off Tournament in Arlington, 
Virginia. The first home game will 
come against Piedmont College on 

Sunday, Nov. 29. The first conference 
game will come two nights later at 
Peace College in Raleigh, N.C. at 
7 p.m. Starting January 4 the team 
will not have more than two days off 
between games until 20 days later.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu
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FOOTBALL from page 11
     For the season, Ferrum outgained 
its opponents by one point, 265-264, 
and by almost 300 yards. The Panthers 
had a habit of going up early and letting 
games slip away, evidenced by a 72-34 
advantage in points in the first quarter 
but a deficit of 60-18 in the third quarter. 
For the season Mike Vann led the team 
in rushing yards (662) and touchdowns 
(7), but Steven Harris led in rushing 
yards per carry (8.1, min: 10 carries). 
Matt Dobson gained the second most 
yards on the team, but, when yards 
lost are factored in, he falls to third, 
behind Vann and Harris; Dobson also 
scored six touchdowns on the ground. 
Passing-wise, Matt Dobson threw for 
932 yards and eight touchdowns but 
also had eight interceptions. Makya 
Jackson led all receivers in catches (24), 

yards (483), average ypc (20.1, min: 4 
catches), touchdowns (4), longest catch 
(59 yards), and average yards per game 
(48.3). Jackson tied the school record for 
touchdown catches in a game (2) against 
Greensboro.
     Vann led the team in scoring with 60 
points, all coming on touchdowns. Scott 
Puschell was second with 53 points, 
going 7-12 on field goals and 32-33 on 
XP’s. His school-record-tying three field 
goals against Bridgewater placed him in 
a tie for ninth nationally for field goals 
in a game this season. T.J. Grzesikowski 
could not follow up his All-American 
season but did set personal bests against 
Maryville with a 52.6 yards-per-punt 
average for the game, including a 66-
yard punt. Grzesikowski finished 12th in 
the nation in yards per punt and his 52.7 

yard average was the best in the country 
for a game with at least five punts.
     Mauriek Goode led the team in total 
tackles (54.0), tackle assists (40), and 
fumbles recovered (2), and was second 
in tackles for loss (8.5) and interceptions 
(2). Brandon Jackson led the team in 
solo tackles (42), passes broken up (7), 
and passes defended (8) and was second 
in total tackles (48.0). Zach Leonard led 
the team in tackles for loss (10.0), sacks 
(5.0), and forced fumbles (2). Dennis 
Hardy led the team in interceptions (4), 
was second in passes defended (7), and 
was third in total tackles (44.5). Willie 
Taylor tied with Leonard for the team 
lead in forced fumbles (2).
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Denver Nuggets guard J.R. Smith 
hopes to rebuild his image by 
changing his name to Earl Smith, III. 
Or maybe one of his other aliases. 
Shaquille O’Neal and his wife 
are divorcing after seven years of 
marriage. In seven years, O’Neal 
never hit her. Or a free throw. 
The Phoenix Coyotes are interested 
in signing 47-year-old Chris Chelios. 
Fortunately, Chelios might be senile 
enough to take the offer. 
Larry Johnson says the Chiefs 
decision to release him has left him 
with a “bad taste in his mouth.” Wow. 
It’s like gay joke mad-libs. 
Hasheem Thabeet fractured his jaw 
after colliding with Zach Randolph’s 
head. Finally - we knew Randolph’s 
head had to be good for something. 
The Washington Nationals named Jim 
Riggleman their permanent manager. 
In lieu of sending flowers, the family 

requests donations to the Riggleman 
Career Memorial Fund. 
Mike Tyson was detained by the 
police after hitting a photographer at 
LAX. He was the only person there to 
make his connection. 
Brett Favre is reportedly dealing 
with ankle, knee, foot, hip, and groin 
issues. On the positive side, his uvula 
has never felt better. 
Researchers in Denmark have 
discovered that it takes up to 
1,000 years for some golf balls to 
decompose naturally. Which is 999 
years longer than John Daly’s liver. 
Lamar Odom says he wants to 
start having children with Khloe 
Kardashian right away. That way, 
their six-month marriage will still 
encompass most of the pregnancy. 
A diehard NASCAR fan has created a 
shrine to the sport using 46,693 Coors 
and Budweiser bottle caps. Amazing 

what you can do with one afternoon of 
drinking. 
Seattle bullpen coach John Wetteland 
has been hospitalized with a mental 
issue. Friends first suspected he was 
unstable when he accepted a job with 
the Mariners. 
Stephen Jackson says he’s shocked the 
media has labeled him as a bad guy. 
We’re shocked the media finally got a 
story right. 
The New Orleans Hornets have fired 
head coach Byron Scott. The move 
has shocked many insiders since Scott 
was also the team’s third best player. 
Javon Walker reportedly wants out 
of Oakland. Which makes him no 
different than anyone who has ever 
been to Oakland. 
The Washington Nationals are 
reportedly interested in outfielder 
Randy Winn. Or any kind of win, for 
that matter. 
The Los Angeles Lakers were booed 
at home in a loss to the Houston 
Rockets. Fans were so irate that it 
almost sounded like a Clippers game. 
Notre Dame head coach Charlie Weis 
appears to be on the chopping block. 
We had no idea they made chopping 
blocks that big. 
Kobe Bryant is reportedly nursing 
a sore right groin. Hopefully not in 

Colorado. 
Cleveland Browns coach Eric Mangini 
has refuted claims that he overworks 
his team. Based on Cleveland’s 1-7 
record, we believe him. 
Tennessee has dismissed two 
freshmen football players charged in 
an attempted armed robbery. Miami 
sent them honorary degrees. 
Dennis Rodman was detained in 
Germany after a hotel said he skipped 
out on a $5,000 bill. That’s nothing: 
Rodman used to spend that much just 
on dress alterations. 
Manu Ginobili said he plans to retire 
in another four years. Bats everywhere 
are thrilled. 
Miami believes it’s found a way to 
lure LeBron James and Chris Bosh to 
the Heat. It’s called “a miracle.” 
Golden State only dressed eight 
players in a loss to the Cavs. More 
players were available but none of 
them wanted to wear a Warriors 
jersey. 
6’8” 275-lb Mike Sweetney signed 
a deal to play in China. Now comes 
the hard part: designing a plane big 
enough to take him there. 
Zack Greinke has been named the 
American League’s Cy Young Award 
winner. It was the Royals’ first win 
since July. 


