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Ferrum students will present at the 
Appalachian College Association’s 
(ACA) 12th annual, three-day Summit 
on Oct. 15, 2009. 

The ACA  helps develop and 
share ideas, information, programs 
and resources to achieve its goals, 
which include promoting cooperation 
and collaboration among its member 
institutions to serve the people of Ap-
palachia through higher education and 
related services. ACA is a non-profit 
consortium composed of 36 private 
two- and four-year liberal arts colleges 
and universities across the central 
Appalachian Mountains in Kentucky, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, 
and West Virginia.

Ferrum College is a member of the 
ACA. Each year students are awarded 
with “Colonel Lee B. Ledford Award”.  
Ferrum students Sarah Casey and Jen-
nifer Lucas were awarded the award 
for their research in 2009. Casey and 
Lucas will have the opportunity to 
present their research posters to par-
ticipants at the summit. 

Five other Ferrum students will 
have the opportunity to present their 
research posters at the summit. Ashly 

Hale is one of the seven Ferrum Col-
lege students who will present her 
research at the summit. 

Hale, a senior, stated, “I have 
enjoyed my work on the Last Mile 
Broadband project. I feel this will be 
my opportunity to express what I have 
learned through the project, as well as 
show what I have done.”
 Dr. Lana Whited, professor of Eng-
lish and director of the Boone Honors 
Program, will be representing Ferrum 
College. Whited said, “one of the 
primary reasons I attend the summit is 
that the directors of honors programs 
at ACA schools meet on Thursday dur-
ing the disciplines track.  This is a very 
valuable opportunity for me to find out 
what’s going on in honors programs at 
other institutions in the ACA.”

Below is the list of Ferrum Stu-
dents who will present research.

Emma Beneke -- The Extension of 
Last Mile Broadband to the Hispanic 
Community of Franklin County

Sarah Casey -- Effects of Anti-
oxidants on the Properties of Boar 
Spermatozoa
 Tiffany Garnett -- Last Mile 
Broadband- Bringing High-Speed 

Ferrum College students
to present at ACA summit

Kyle Zeller
Staff Writer

 At 1,400 students, the student body 
at Ferrum College is becoming larger, 
while classroom sizes are staying the 
same. Some classrooms are too small 
to hold the number of students en-
rolled in some courses. 
 According to Bobby Thompson, 
vice president for business affairs, 
enrollment has been steadily increas-
ing since the induction of President 
Jennifer Braaten in 2002.
 Several professors have voiced 
their opinions over the matter of class-
room space. “It really makes teaching 
difficult sometimes,” says Dr. Lana 
Whited, professor of English and di-
rector of the Boone Honors Program. 
Whited holds a class in Grousbeck  
201 and in this room she states that, 
“several students have to sit with their 
backs to the projector screen.”
 Melvin Macklin, assistant profes-

sor of English, has also experienced 
the same dilemma. “The choices of 
activities I have available for the 
students are very limited because 
the room is simply too small and 
cramped,” he says referring to room 
204 in Beckham Hall.
 The Registrar’s Office, which is in 
charge of class placement, has been 
working diligently to place classes in 
the most ideal locations. “We work 
very hard to do so,” says Yvonne 
Walker of the Registrar’s office. “Un-
fortunately, sometimes it is simply not 
possible.”
 The Registrar has had to use all 
available space and at times even ask 
School Deans to move classes to dif-
ferent time blocks.
 There are plans to construct more 
classroom space within the next three 
to five years. The Hank Norton Ath-
letic Center is one of those projects, 
hosting more classroom space, locker 
rooms, and athletic facilities.

Students and professors feel classroom crunch;
class space decreases as enrollment increases

This Grousbeck seminar room is just one example of a space that doesn't 
quite accommodate the number of students enrolled in the course.
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Editor-in-Chief

 Students currently enrolled in the 
Forest and Science Management class 
(ESC 413) are in the beginning steps 
of preparing forest management plans 
for local land owners. Students are 
getting hands-on experience by creat-
ing their own plans from scratch.  

Dr. Todd Fredericksen, associate 
professor of forestry and wildlife, has 
been able to offer this experience for 
his students for the past three years. 
“My goal is to allow students to 
integrate knowledge by creating their 
plans,” he states. “They are also doing 
a service for the community.”

This year, five landowners have 
agreed to lend their land for this proj-
ect, four in Franklin County and one 
in Patrick County. Finding volunteers 
to host a team of four to five students 
was not a difficult task stated Freder-
icksen. Three of the hosts are mem-
bers of the faculty and staff. 

After being assigned to a landown-
er, students met to discuss property 
boundaries and management plan 
objectives. These objectives may have 
included improving habitat for desired 
wildlife species, managing land for 

recreational activities, and identifying 
methods for profitable use of the land.
 Each student will have at least 
15 acres of land as the focus of the 
management plan. Students will need 
to perform a variety of surveys and 
data collections such as identifying the 
forest type, measuring the age of the 
forest, and identifying the soil types.
 Tasks to be performed when devel-
oping the management plans include 
controlling weeds, use of herbicides, 
and timber stand improvement. 

Students will also have to conduct 
a regeneration survey which reveals 
what is growing underneath the cur-
rent growth, and a sylviculture survey 
which reveals methods to grow trees. 
Students may also be responsible for 
determining timber value, “a task,” 
says Fredericksen, “which is difficult 
to do.”

Fredericksen expresses full confi-
dence in his students. By creating the 
forest management plans, students are 
exercising the skills they are learning 
through class lecture and labs. “This 
may be what they are doing on the job 
one day,” says Fredericksen.

Students get hands-on 
experience in forest 

management planning

 The long stretch of lawn between 
John Wesley Hall and the Spilman 
Daniel House is also being planned 

as a probable area for a new building, 
Thompson said.

kzeller@ferrum.edu
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John Kitterman
& the Chrysalis Staff

Special to the Iron Blade

 The first coffeehouse of the year on 
Thurs., Sept. 24, attracted the biggest 
crowd in coffeehouse history. One 
hundred and fifty students, faculty, 
and staff jammed the Panther’s Den to 
watch more than 30 performances.  
 The Improv Club took the stage 
for the first of six sets as the final 
auditions for their new members. “Dr 
Know-It-All” was one of the crowd's 
favorite skits. In this skit, each Improv 
member stands in line and each person 
adds one word to create a response to 
answer a question from the audience.  
The responses were unpredictable and 
funny.  
 Another skit involved a late em-
ployee trying to make up an excuse 
for his boss while his co-workers pan-

tomimed the excuse behind the boss’s 
back. The skit was funny at times, but 
slow-moving as it took forever for an 
employee to figure out that Beyoncé 
had run over a baby and somehow 
made him late to work.  
 This was Michael Jackson Trib-
ute Night and the coffeehouse crowd 
watched in awe as J.C. Morrison and 
Jessi Naff imitated the “King of Pop” 
in dance. Morrison went first with a 
nearly flawless performance of “Dan-
gerous.”  His precise moves, sharp 
angles, and deadpan expressions were 
perfect for the song.  Naff’s free-flow-
ing spin moves worked well for her 
version of “The Way You Make Me 
Feel.”
 Alex Angel, a coffeehouse regular, 
brought his high energy rock to the 
stage, karaokeing his way through 
three songs.  The crowd loves Angel’s 
show with rock anthems, air guitar, 

Michael Jackson tribute packs the first Coffeehouse

Sadé Conyers and Hannah Foley
Special to The Iron Blade

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, a time to raise 
awareness about domestic violence 
against women, children, and even 
men. Ferrum College is raising aware-
ness of this problem with its annual 
“Take Back the Night” observance on 
Oct. 20 at 7 p.m. in Vaughn Chapel.  

According to the National Co-
alition Against Domestic Violence, 
“Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
evolved from the first Day of Unity 
observed in October 1981 by the 
National Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence. The intent was to connect 
battered women’s advocates across 
the nation to help end violence against 
women and their children. The Day 
of Unity soon became a special week 
when a range of activities (was) at 
the local, state, and national levels. 
These activities were as varied and 
diverse as the program sponsors but 
had common themes: mourning those 
who have died because of domestic 
violence, celebrating those who have 
survived, and connecting those who 
work to end violence.” 

Each year, the Day of Unity is cel-
ebrated the first Monday of Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month. 

Throughout the month leading up 
to Take Back the Night, Social Work 
majors will be introducing a “Don’t 

turn your back on domestic violence” 
campaign. Banners, posters, and flyers 
will be posted around campus and the 
surrounding community. 

The Social Work Club will be 
passing out purple ribbons in honor of 
Domestic Violence Month. They are 
asking for students, faculty, staff, and 
the surrounding community to please 
wear the colors purple or white t-shirts 
to remember those who survived do-
mestic or sexual violence on Oct. 20. 

Certain students from the class 
will be wearing black t-shirts and not 
speaking that day to remember those 
who have died because of domestic 
or sexual violence. Those of you who 
would like to participate in wearing 
black t-shirts and not speaking for this 
day, please contact Jennie West. She 
will pass your contact information to 
the class. 

The campaign is also asking for 
donations to be given to the Franklin 
County Resource Center. 

Anyone interested in partici-
pating in Take Back the Night by 
telling your story, singing, or read-
ing a poem, please contact Tiffany 
Ray (tdray@ferrum.edu), Jennie 
West (jwest@ferrum.edu), or Alicia 
Salmons (asalmons@ferrum.edu). 
The social work students would like 
everyone to know that this is not just a 
Ferrum College event. The community 
is more then welcome to get involved.

“Take Back the Night” 
set for Oct. 20

The Ferrum volleyball team sported pink socks for this Dig Pink 
event.  Pink was also the featured color for gym decorations.
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Ferrum’s second annual Dig Pink 
event was held Thurs., Oct. 1. In sup-
port of the event, Ferrum’s volleyball 
team, coaches, and fans, wore pink.

Each year Ferrum’s chapter of Col-
leges Against Cancer (CAC) promotes 
a campus- wide outreach to support 
breast cancer awareness through the 
organization of many events. Dig Pink 
is such an event.

In addition to CAC, Dig Pink was 
promoted by the non-profit organiza-
tion The Side-Out Foundation. Their 
name underscores the purpose of their 
organization. “Side-Out” in volleyball 
occurs when one team wins a point 
while its opponent is serving, thereby 
regaining serve or control of play. 
Likewise, in the war against breast 
cancer, the Side-Out Foundation helps 
support health care professionals in 

their pursuit of practical solutions. 
During the month of October, 

an estimated 750 colleges and high 
schools host DIG PINK events 
throughout the country.  This was Fer-
rum’s second consecutive year hosting 
an event. This year Ferrum raised over 
$200.. 

“This event was so much fun! I en-
joyed working with my team to raise 
money for a great cause,” said vol-
leyball player Phoenix Miller. “It was 
also great seeing the whole campus 
bind together. I can’t wait to continue 
this event.” 

Ferrum’s volleyball team also 
defeated Eastern Mennonite Univer-
sity 3-1 during the Dig Pink match. 
Set scores were 25-10, 17-25, 25-19, 
25-22. The final volleyball game will 
be Wed., Oct. 21, at 7:00 p.m. against 
Averett University.

owalker@ferrum.edu

Volleyball supports CAC
with Dig Pink

Students have the duration of the 
semester to create a functioning for-
est management plan. The plans will 
be given to the landowners early in 
December.

ahale@ferrum.edu

and leaps from the stage, but wonder 
each month if there is anything more 
to his act or is it really “Nothing but a 
Good Time”?
 Other musicians included Straight 
Like Dat Entertainment (Eric Hall and 
Devin Robertson). Hall and Roberston 
got the crowd wound up with their 
high energy rap—people were danc-
ing in their seats.  S.L.D.E. should 
perform again when they know all the 
lyrics. 
 Brittny Liggins sang “Me” by Ta-
mara—nice song and nice voice, but it 
seemed like it went on a few refrains 
longer than it should have.  Anthony 
Adams, another coffeehouse regular, 
lent his robust voice to a powerful 
gospel song which revved up the 
Amen Corner.
 For poetry, Olivia Walker won for 
best poem in a landslide vote for her 
work on women’s independence. She 

had great stage presence, just as self-
confident as her poem.  
 Brad Donahue read “If” about an 
ex-friend, and Michelle Dunstan read 
“My Grandpa.”  Darnell Simpson 
ended the evening with a very articu-
late and interesting tribute poem to 
Michael Jackson.
 Other performers included Shea 
Lemone, who read an excerpt from 
his recently published book “Corner 
Pride” about growing up in a rough 
neighborhood of Philadelphia; Kenny 
Barron with a short, funny skit about 
himself and his aunt smoking weed 
together; and Chris Geddes.     
 The next coffeehouse is October 
29.  The Chrysalis Art and Culture 
Magazine staff have planned a memo-
rable night with more pizzas, a big 
costume contest, a local band, Hallow-
een decorations, and a visit from the 
ghost of Michael Jackson.

 Garnett, Tiffany -- Last Mile 
Broadband- Bringing High Speed 
Internet Service to Franklin County. 
 Daniel Grubb -- Last Mile Broad-
band- Bringing High-Speed Internet 
Service to Franklin County. 

 Hale, Ashley -- Last Mile Broad-
band- Bringing High-Speed Internet 
Service to Franklin County, VA

Jennifer Lucas -- American 
Chestnut Restoration

Clara Williams -- The Extension 

of Last Mile Broadband to the Hispan-
ic Community of Franklin County

khabibi@ferrum.edu
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Glenn Thompson
Special to The Iron Blade

 His name was Jewel.  His mother 
had named him this, he once told me, 
because she thought he looked like a 
glistening jewel of black onyx when 
he was born.  I was often reminded 
of this when we worked together, for 
when he sweated the moisture would 
glisten on his black skin like oil on the 
asphalt after a warm summer rain.
 I was twelve the summer I started 
working at the hamburger joint where 
my mother had been employed for 
four years.  I was to train as a short 
order cook under Jewel’s tutelage for 
fifty cents an hour…a princely wage 
for a twelve year old boy in 1966 
Arkansas.  
 The hours were long to a boy who 
would have preferred to be swimming 
with friends in the local river, and 
the kitchen hotter than the sweltering 
days passing out of doors.  In Jewel’s 
company however, they passed as 
swiftly as flights of swallows.  The 
stories he told of his youth, travels, 
and the people he had known often 
carried me far away, even while 
peeling a hundred pounds of onions on 
“Onion Day.”  

Tuesdays found us in the back 
room, seated on crates, large sacks 
of onions bleeding their contents at 
our feet as we cut and peeled, tossing 
them into a cavernous washtub half 

full of ice water.  I am sure we were 
quite the sight to most people, this 
muscular, obsidian mountain of a man 
and the ragged half-breed boy, tears 
pouring down our faces…laughing at 
jokes only we knew the punch lines to.
 Jewel had to quit school after the 
third grade, but his life education 
would have earned him a Doctorate in 
Hard Knocks, if there had been such 
a thing.  His memories of six months 
on a southern chain gang clouded his 
bright eyes when he told those tales.  
He would use them to encourage me 
to avoid bad company with worse 
ideas…a mistake he had made more 
than once, much to his chagrin.
 Like me, Jewel had never known 
his father.  His boyhood had been 
filled with the comings and goings of 
men who sortied briefly into the lives 
of his mother and her children, but had 
no interest in a ready-made family.  
 I only had Jewel’s friendship for 

two years.  I was fourteen when I 
came to work one day after school, 
having taken my three-nickels-cross-
town-bus-ride, and was told my friend 
was dead.  
 He had spent the evening before 
at a black bootlegger’s sometime bar, 
trying to drown memories of being a 
black man in the South.  I had always 
known there were stories he would 
never tell even me.  He lost control 
of the beat up old sedan he drove and 
overturned into a flooded ditch, where 
he drowned in the runoff from the 
heavy rains of the previous day.
 I went to the black Baptist Church 
with one of the ladies we worked with.  
We were the only beige faces there.  
As I walked into the whitewashed 
clapboard structure, a sea of black 
faces and moist eyes turned to watch 
me, and the walk up that wooden aisle 
was the longest I had ever taken.  It 
was only when I reached out to touch 
the ashen face I loved so much that I 
realized my own tears were running in 
rivulets down my cheeks, soaking the 
front of my black ten dollar suit.  Like 

Jewel

most people in mourning, I did not 
weep for him, I wept for myself and 
the loss I felt, and the knowledge that 
my life would be all the worse for his 
passing.  His pain, I knew, had ended.  
Mine had just begun.
 As I turned away to find a place in 
the back to sit, a large woman in yards 
of black lace stood from her place in 
the front row and spoke to me.  “You 
is Glenn Edward, ain’t you?”   The 
paralysis in my throat subsided only 
enough to allow me to croak “Yes’m.”
 “I’m Etta, Jewel’s sister.  He 
could’na thoought more of you iffin’ 
you’d been his own.  You sits here 
where you belongs, with the rest of the 
famly.”  
 I don’t remember much about 
the ceremony or the interment.  My 
mind was flooded with two years of 
memories, and I clutched at each one, 
desperate to commit every detail and 
every word to heart.
 Jewel’s mother was right to name 
him after a treasure, but he was never 
onyx to me.  He was a black pearl, of 
priceless measure.
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Ferrum Forum
compiled by  Amber Stoakley

Do you feel that more classroom space is
needed at Ferrum?  Why or why not?

Brianna Pyles
Yes, because certain core classes are filled to 
capacity, and I know some people who had to 

change their schedule around, [which] was a big 
inconvenience.  I also feel another reason for 

Ferrum to obtain more classroom space is for the 
large freshman class.

Israel Roberson
No, because the teachers will not be able to 

interact with the students. The student-teacher 
ratio will be horrible and there will be a lack of 

education in the classroom.

Lexie Woods
Personally, I do not think that we need more 

classroom space because all of the classes that 
I have do not seem overcrowded at all.  More 

classroom space will probably be needed when the 
school accumulates more students than it has at the 

current moment.

Alton Whitby
No, because there is enough space for 

everybody to be comfortable.  All of the classes 
that I have right now have enough space for 

everyone in the class to sit wherever they want.

Aan Little
No, because we do not have enough students 

for there to be more classrooms and we do not 
have enough teachers.

Coleen Crowley
Well, I think certain classes are too big. I have a 

math class and some days kids have to grab chairs 
and sit where they can find places to put their note-
books.  But for the most part, I think the classroom 
size has enough diversity to where you can have a 

dicussion but still know everybody’s name.

Leonard Smiht
No, because the student teacher ratio is very 

low and more classroom space would interfere 
with the students learning.  Here at Ferrum Col-
lege, the student is not a number but a person.

Bryan Kelso
Not really.  All of my classes are fairly small 

and do not seem too crowded.  I have a class of 
40 and it does not seem that big. The teacher 
knows everyone’s name, for the most part.

Calvin Gunter
I do not feel anymore classroom space is need-
ed because since this is  such a small school I 

prefer the teachers get to know the students as a 
individual rather than a number.
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Student 
Activities
Calendar

compiled by Bethany Lackey
Features Editor

Ferrum Folks
Elizabeth Legg

see Folks  page 6

Monday October 12, 2009
Columbus Day (Observed)
8:30 a.m. - Art Exhibit
     “Sustainability: Trash to Treasure”
     Greer Gallery in Stanley
     through Nov.------
4-6 p.m. – Powderpuff Football 
     Playoffs
6 p.m. - Weekly Agriculture Club 
     Meeting
     Garber 123
6:30 p.m. – Ferrum Outdoors 
     Bouldering Session
     Wall beside Fitness Center
7 p.m. – THE CHURCH
     Vaughn Chapel
 
Tuesday October 13, 2009 
4:30 p.m. – Powderpuff Football 
     Championship Game
7 p.m. – Men’s Soccer at Virginia 
     Wesleyan College

Wednesday October 14, 2009
6:30 p.m. - Colleges Against Cancer/
     Relay for Life Meetings
     Beckham 103
7 p.m. – Women’s Volleyball @ 
     Shenandoah University 

Thursday October 15, 2009
FALL BREAK
8 a.m. - Ferrum Outdoors BEST FALL 
     BREAK EVER! (Skydiving)
     Ferrum Outdoors Office in the      
     Fitness Center
8 p.m. - Recharging Thursday 
     Night Bible Study

photo by Tristan Ashley

Tristen Ashley
Senior Staff Writer

Elizabeth “Libby” Legg says she 
has some big goals for the Ferrum 
campus.  She also has some small 
physical changes in mind, including 
updating some of the buildings and 
increased lighting, but she says her 
biggest goal is to educate students 
and the community to become safer 
citizens.  

Legg was recently hired as the 
new Director of Campus Safety and 
Chief of Police.  She retired from the 
Roanoke police department in 2007 
after 22 years.  After that, she worked 
for the state department, investigating 
contracts and licenses for two years 
before coming to the Ferrum College.  

Perhaps Legg is most enthusiastic 
about is helping the mental well being 
of college students.  “I would like to 
see an increase in outreach programs…
with a focus on mental health,” 
she says.  “Mental health is just as 
important as physical health.  

Legg would like to work on 
education programs about alcohol 
awareness and educating students 
about depression and suicide.  She 
says that educating students about 
psychological matters is very 
important in prevention.  

Legg majored in psychology at 
Virginia Tech and decided to go into 
law enforcement a few years after 
graduating.  Legg says that she felt that 
was the best way that she could help 
people.  “In law enforcement you have 
a one on one opportunity to work with 
someone,” she says.  “You encounter 
people when they need help the most.”  

For 14 of her 22 years with the 
Roanoke police department she was a 
patrol officer.  Legg says that she liked 
being able to use officer discretion 

to possibly put someone in a better 
situation.  “Every night was different 
and you never quit learning,” she says.  
“I can’t say that I ever didn’t want to 
go to work.”  

Legg also recognizes that 
sometimes there is not always a fair 
and just way in life.  “Sometimes there 
isn’t justice in the criminal justice 
field,” she says.  “Fear of litigation 
sometimes keeps officers from doing 
their best to help someone.”  

After being a patrol officer, Legg 
worked in juvenile crimes for a few 
years.  “That was horrible,” she 
says.  “You see so many abused and 
neglected kids.”  

Legg says she was excited to come 
to Ferrum College.  She remembers 
her children going to camps here 
when they were young and Ferrum’s 
emphasis on community.  “The motto 
(Not self, but others) teaches a while 
generation to give back,” she says.  

Legg is also eager to work with 
young adults on a regular basis.  “In 
young adults there is an opportunity 
to make a difference,” she says.  “As 
officers we can get so jaded.  It’s good 
to see young adults take control in 
making the future better.”  

Legg’s own three children range 
in ages from 19 to 27 so she says she 
is used to age group.  “Young adults 
have lots of ideas and enthusiasm,” 
she says.  

Legg says that she welcomes those 
ideas.  “I have an open door policy.  
I’m always open to how we can make 
the campus better,” she says.

Legg has felt welcomed here in 
her first few weeks.  “Everyone seems 
so friendly and open-minded to law 
enforcement.  It makes you feel like 

     Roberts Hall Conference Room
Friday October 16, 2009
FALL BREAK
8 a.m. - Ferrum Outdoors - Skydiving      
     Ferrum Outdoors Office

Saturday October 17, 2009 
FALL BREAK
8 a.m. - Ferrum Outdoors - Skydiving
     Ferrum Outdoors Office
11 a.m. – Men’s Soccer HOME vs. 
     Shenandoah University (Senior 
     Day)
1 p.m. - FOOTBALL HOME vs. 
     Greenboro College

Sunday October 18, 2009
FALL BREAK
8 a.m. - Ferrum Outdoors - Skydiving 
     Ferrum Outdoors Office
2 p.m. – Men’s Soccer HOME vs. 
     Washington and Lee University

Monday October 19, 2009
CLASSES RESUME
5 p.m. – Flag Football Rosters Due  
     Fitness Center
5:30 p.m. - American Chemical 
     Society (Virginia Blue Ridge 
     Local Section) Meeting 
     Blue Ridge Mountain Room
6 p.m. - Weekly Agriculture Club 
     Meeting
     Garber 123
7 p.m. – THE CHURCH
     Vaughn Chapel

blackey@ferrum.edu

Ferrum’s E. Taylor Greer Art Gallery exhibit, “Sustainability:  Trash to 
Treasure, Ceramic and Glass Work from the Energy Xchange Studios,” 
will run through November 3.  The exhibition inside the Stanley Library 
features glass and ceramic artwork produced using landfill gas captured 
from the 7-acre mountain landfill adjacent to the studios.

photo by Suzie Kelly
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Movie Reviews

FOLKS from page 5

“Zombieland”: a great place to visit--the undead
Michael Rich

Senior Staff Writer 

 I think the movie-going masses 
have seen enough zombie movies 
to know that they are entertaining. 
“Zombieland” is a smart, thoroughly 
engrossing movie that truly provides 
the laughs and the scares to make it 
effective. Writers Rhett Reese and 
Paul Wernick combine the laughs of 
Edgar Wright’s “Shawn of the Dead” 
with the scares of Romero’s “Dead” 
films to make something that is a 
proud parody.
 In the film, the world’s population 
has turned into zombies thanks to 
some guy who eats a hamburger that 
gives him mad cow disease. Columbus 
(Jesse Eisenburg) is in Texas  on his 
way to Columbus, Ohio, to find his 
family. 
 Columbus narrates the movie 
by saying that there are rules. One 
rule is, “Don’t be a hero.” The other 
happens to be the double tap rule: 
“Two shots to the dead in the head.” 
His most important rule was rule No. 
4: “Always wear seatbelts.”
 Columbus meets Tallahassee 
(Woody Harrelson), and decides to 
team up with him. Tallahassee, who 
has a weakness for Twinkies, is going 

somewhere east. Along the way, they 
meet up with a couple of con artist 
sisters, Wichita (Emma Stone) and 
Little Rock (Abigail Breslin). These 
four have to deal with each other 
because they might be the last four 
people on earth.

In all zombie movies, there is a 
place where people deny that there is 
any infection or zombies. That place 
happens to be an amusement park in 
this case. It also provides the movie 
with its best scenes. 

“Zombieland” does lose some 
steam at the end, though they make 
it up by getting Bill Murray to 
appear as himself. The cast is truly 
hilarious. Jesse Eisenburg, who 
starred in my favorite film this year, 
“Adventureland,” does another great 
job as a heroic underdog. Woody 
Harrelson does his best work in years. 
(His character cries while watching 
“Titanic,” so I have to give him 
points.) Emma Stone and Abigail 
Breslin are both wonderful. Breslin 
rebounded from the god-awful “My 
Sister’s Keeper,” which premiered 
earlier this year.

“Zombieland” doesn’t really lend 
anything new to zombie lore, but it’s a 
great way to spend an afternoon.

mrich@ferrum.edu

you can make a difference,” she 
says.  

Though she has seen many 
situations in her job, Legg says that 
above all it helps to be open-minded 
and optimistic.  “You can still look for 
the good in people even when you see 
them at their worst.”

tashley@ferrum.edu

Jay Brissenden
Sagebrush, U. Nevada-Reno

U-Wire--Blending elements of 
countless science fiction films that 
preceded it, “Pandorum” creates a 
creepy atmosphere, but eventually 
gets lost in the pandemonium caused 
by its plot’s intricacy.
 Directed by Christian Alvart 
(“Case 39”), “Pandorum” is set in 
2174, when Earth no longer exists. 
Our species’ survival now rests in 
the spaceship Elysium’s successful 
journey to a planet capable of 
sustaining human life. Two crew 
members, Cpl. Bower (Ben Foster, 
“30 Days of Night”) and Lt. Payton 
(Dennis Quaid, “G.I. Joe”), have just 
awoken from a cryogenic freeze and 
have no recollection of where they are 
or what their mission is. The two must 
work together to figure out where the 
60,000 others on board have gone and 
what their purpose on the Elysium 
is before the evil that lurks in the 
darkness of the ship finds them.

 This may be a stupid question, but 
have all hopes for originality in the 
sci-fi genre been lost? This weekend 
alone we get “Pandorum,” a version 
of Pixar’s “WALL-E” that has been 
molested by Ridley Scott’s “Alien,” 
as well as Bruce Willis’ “Surrogates,” 
which is a white man’s “I, Robot” 
mixed with a Spielberg-less “Minority 
Report.” Add in the disappointment 
that was “9” two weeks ago and it 
definitely appears that this is the case.
 Originality aside, “Pandorum” 
is hardly a bad movie. Alvart does a 
solid job of creating a dark and tense 
atmosphere that makes the 1997 sci-
fi horror film “Event Horizon” so 
horrifying. Also like “Event Horizon,” 
“Pandorum” plays off the idea of 
space paranoia and the gruesome 
acts, of which it makes the ship’s 
crewmembers capable. Taking things 
one step further, though, Alvart throws 
in a few gnarly looking beasties that 
look eerily familiar to the creatures 
from 2006’s “The Descent.”
 By mixing the strange alien 

Sci-fi pandemonium feels eerily familiar
creatures with the plot of paranoia and 
the idea that no one can be trusted, 
along with not knowing what the hell 
is going on, “Pandorum” becomes 
one big, jumbled, yet consistently 
chilling, mess. Oh, I almost forgot to 
mention that random renegade martial 
arts warriors who look like extras 
from “Mad Max” (Did you honestly 
think the movie name-dropping was 
over?) are thrown into the already 
overwhelming scenario to add a 
few more visual thrills to the action 
sequences.
 Known for his over-the-top 
supporting roles, Foster does a 
commendable job in the lead role. 
While his dialogue may be light, his 
intensity and commanding aura carry 
the film well. Quaid, on the other 
hand, does little with his short role 
and even when the big twist comes, 
his chance to shine comes off as 
lackluster as a B-movie performance.
 When the final 20 minutes arrive, 
the film does kick into high gear and 
delivers more revelations than “The 

Departed.” (That was the last one, I 
swear). Satisfying as the conclusion 
may be, many will find it difficult to 
be satisfied by a film so convoluted 
and unoriginal that it makes the 
“Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s 
End” (Sorry, I lied) screenplay appear 
simple.
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Rodge’s Hodge Podge

Panther Profile:
Tiffany Garnett

Ashley Johnson
Staff Writer

      On Saturday, October 3rd, 2009, 
Tiffany Garnett was able to fit a 
Panther Profile interview into her 
crowded schedule.  She is a member 
of the cross-country team and she 
stays so busy with practice and class 
that a person almost has to run along-
side her to get a word in. Garnett’s day 
consists of class, labs, practice, and 
study groups.  There is never a dull 
moment in her day.  In her free time, 
she likes to run, play tennis, and watch 
television. Her advice to younger 
students is “to have fun and enjoy 
(college) while you can.”
     Garnett’s major is environmental 
science and her current focus is is 
on her favorite class, forestry. She 
says forestry is also her hardest class 
because there is a lot of work, and it 
is a five-credit course. “The class is 
very time-consuming,” Garnett says.  
She is also a part of the Boone Honors 
Program and she is very proud of 
being involved with this program.
     One memory that Garnett will 
never forget is when she went to 
Atlanta to present her research. She 
said she was excited about going to 
a big city that she had never been to 
before.  She says that what she will 
miss about Ferrum is “the people 
like my professors and teammates.”  
The reason she came to Ferrum was 

because of her father, who did not 
want his daughter attending a large, 
crowded college. Garnett says that she 
will miss Ferrum “very much.”

anjohnson@ferrum.edu

Roger L. Keaton, III
Sports Editor

     Football suffered another tough 
loss Saturday. The team narrowed a 7-
28 deficit to 24-34 and were driving to 
score again but inopportune miscues 
ended the comeback. Matt Dobson 
banged up his knee during the game; 
here’s to hoping this great senior 
will get past this injury. … I loved 
the home court advantage during the 
volleyball match at Dig Pink and 
the amount of pink being worn, from 
players’ hair, socks, and kneepads to 
event staff to a large percentage of the 
fans in attendance. … I’ve seen men’s 
lacrosse coach Nat St. Laurent 
working hard walking around campus 
with prospective players. It’s good 
to see him starting to build this 
program. … Men’s and women’s 
tennis has finished the fall portion 
of its schedule and men’s golf isn’t 
far behind. … Softball had its fall 
event Saturday and a few newcomers 
showed some promise. More will 
come about softball in the future. … 
Women’s soccer lost another one 
goal game, this time to Methodist 

University, Sunday, October 4th. … 
Men’s soccer just finished up a ten 
day stretch without play. Conference 
play is coming soon. … Volleyball 
is currently undefeated (6-0) at home 
and winless (0-4) at the opponent’s 
gym. Who else wishes we had more 
home matches this year? … Jessica 
Flanagan continues to make progress 
toward the career digs record. She is 
currently 60 digs away from tying the 
record and is averaging 3.05 digs per 
set. … The University of Virginia 
football team finally won a game, 
surprising UNC in Chapel Hill 16-3. 
… Virginia Tech beat Duke 34-26 
and moved up to 5th in the AP poll. … 
The New York Yankees should get a 
pass to the A.L. Championship Series. 
Instead of the Twins or Tigers pitching 
their top pitcher this tiebreaker game 
takes that pitcher away and he may 
not even get to pitch in the postseason. 
The Yanks are my pick to win the 
World Series this year. That lineup is 
too strong and there’s finally enough 
pitching to get it done.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

Roger L. Keaton, III
Sports Editor

     Intramural kickball finished play 
Thursday, October 1, in a bland game 
between two Village area teams, the 
Party Boys captained by Mavrick 
Mann and made up mainly of SAK 
members, and a cosmopolitan group 
playing under the name of Sarver, the 
team name coming from the surname 
of captain Joey Sarver. Both teams 
finished with identical 6-1 records but 
Sarver’s loss came at an inopportune 
time.
     There were ten total teams in the 
tournament, three from the Village 
area, four from Lakeside, two from 
Bassett, and one faculty/staff team. 
The teams were split into two 
divisions and the top four teams from 
each division entered the postseason 
seeded according to record. In talking 
to Chris Rill, Intramurals Director at 
Ferrum College, he said this year the 
intramurals are specifically “based on 
fun.” Softball was played in both the 
fall and spring last year but kickball 
replaced it for the fall this year.

 Kickball is a “lesser skill sport” 
and requires “less experience” so more 
people can compete than in sports 
like softball, football, basketball, and 

Intramural kickball ends, 
and football begins

tennis.
     Rill says that this year he and the 
officials are “trying to be flexible 
with the rules and roster changes” and 
are really making a distinct effort at 
gearing intramurals toward “fun and 
sportsmanship instead or competition 
and winning.”
     The first update of the Intramural 
Cup has Village leading with 600 
points from having three teams 
compete in kickball, having both 
teams in the finals, and all teams 
having good sportsmanship. Bassett 
is in second with 175 points, and 
Lakeside with an early deficit, having 
only 50 points, because of bad 
sportsmanship penalties. 
     Powder Puff football will have its 
semifinals Monday, October 12th, and 
the finals will be Tuesday, October 
13th, at 4:30 p.m. Flag football signups 
began Tuesday, October 6th, and the 
season will begin October 21st, which 
is the Wednesday after Fall Break. 
There will also be a 2-on-2 basketball 
tournament that same Wednesday. 
November will have 3-on-3 basketball 
and Spades night is planned for 
December. Other one-day events may 
be added as the semester progresses.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

Roger L. Keaton, III
Sports Editor

     The men’s golf team has one of 
the more interesting schedules of 
any athletic team at Ferrum College. 
The team plays a split schedule of 
five fall tournaments and four spring 
tournaments. Bryan Harvey, better 
known around campus as coach of 
the women’s basketball team, coaches 
this small team.  Harvey came here 
initially as a basketball coach but 
a year later the position of Head 
Men’s Golf Coach opened up and he 
jumped at the opportunity. He grew 
up playing the sport with his dad and 
always enjoyed it and looked forward 
to sharing his knowledge with college 
students.
     One player of note is Ryan 
Throckmartin finished in the top 10 at 
the Hampden-Sydney Invitational and 
has “really stepped up” this year, is the 
team’s “most consistent performer” 
and “really worked hard on his 
game over the summer” according 
to Harvey. Other players include 
Floyd native Bryan Cox, a transfer 

sophomore from Tusculum who 
“has had some really good rounds,” 
sophomore Brad Tribble, senior Travis 
Fields, and Erick Cox from Carroll 
County. For those who do not know in 
golf the team travels five players and 
the top four scores of those count.
     Recently the team finished 8th in 
the Hampden-Sydney Invitational 
in a strong field. “Traditionally we 
(Ferrum) haven’t been a strong golf 
program,” but this current “group of 
[players] is serious” and the team is 
being “much more competitive” as 
time goes on. Harvey says that the 
“hard work by the current players 
will attract better players” and that 
the team is “headed in the right 
direction.” Playing in the toughest 
NCAA Division 3 conference in 
the country makes winning the 
conference tournament difficult but 
their “challenging but realistic” goal 
of finishing third or fourth in the USA 
South Conference Tournament is still 
possible. In the spring all will see if 
this goal is accomplished.

rkeaton@ferrum.edu

Golf nears fall finish, 
anticipates strong spring

Tiffany Garnett has been named 
to the 2008 USA South Athletic 
Conferece Women’s Cross Country 
All-Sportsmanship Team.

photo courtesy of Sports Information

The New York Mets are considering 
changing their uniforms for the 
upcoming season. We suggest a 
hospital gown and slippers. 

Cavaliers guard Delonte West is 
reportedly struggling with a mood 
disorder. The disorder is best known 
as “winter in Cleveland.” 
The winless Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
replaced quarterback Byron Leftwich 
with Josh Johnson. Also, he’s the new 
captain of the Titanic. 

The Baltimore Orioles lost 11 
consecutive games. So the birds have 
already headed south for the winter. 
Monta Ellis believes Golden State 

can’t win by starting rookie Stephen 
Curry at point guard. Though it’s the 
Warriors. They couldn’t win if they 
started Optimus Prime at center. 
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