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Above L-R are Ferrum students Courtney Williams, Pittsylvania County;
Shykeala Spratley, Smithfield; Senator William Stanley, Tara Tygrett, 
Stephen City, Va., and Denna Austin, Asstistant Director of Financial Aid.  
The students were in Richmond January 27 to encourage legislators to 
continue support for the Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant Program.
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Ferrum students
visit General Assembly

Honor Board Report December 2010
 The college’s Honor Board policy stipulates that “Records of all Honor Board decisions and sanctions 
from each semester will be published anonymously in the first Iron Blade of the subsequent semester.  Honors 
Board activity will be summarized in log format; published information will include the offense and sanction, 
and, in the event that a student convicted is a repeat violator, the number of the offenses.  In keeping with stu-
dents’ rights to privacy, the Honor Board will not make public the names of violators or of those accused of 
violations but found not to be culpable” (Section D 13).  
 The following is the record of Honors Board convictions for Fall 2010.  The current chair0  of the Honor 
Board is Chris Aylesworth, assistant professor of biology and director of Professional Health Science.

Violation                Course          Penalty                Date
Lying–Acad. Adv.   REC 270    F in course    11/8/10
Plagiarism    ENG 101F   0 on assignment   11/19/10
Cheating     HOR 415    0 on assignment   11/19/10
Cheating     CHM 101   re-take exam    12/2/10
Plagiarism    ENG 101H   0 on assignment   12/6/10
Cheating     BUS 315    F in course    12/17/10
Plagiarism    PSC 402    0 & F in course   1/14/11

Leyu Wang
Staff Writer

 Are you one of those seniors who 
wants or needs to practice interview 
skills? Are you one of those students 
who is trying to design a career plan 
for his or her future? If you are, then 
the coming career week may help you 
solve your problem.
 The Career Week will begin on 
February 14 and end on February 18, 
lasting five days.
 On February 12, there will be a  
Kaplan Free Test Drive from 8:45 a.m. 
to noon at Roanoke College. Anyone 
who wants to take part should register 
at the Career and Leadership Office in 
Franklin Hall by February 9.
 On February 14, the first day of 
Career Week, you can consult with 
the Career Services Office staff (in the 
Franklin Hall Atrium) about your Ca-
reer planning and employment search 
needs from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
when you pass by. 
 In the second day (February 15, 
Tuesday), from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m., a representative from Radford 
University will meet the students 
about the graduate programs avail-
able at Radford in the Franklin Hall 
Atrium.
 Then there will be a Panel and 
Individual Mock Interviews on Febru-
ary 16  from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

and 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. One can 
practice interviewing in a one-to-one    
situation and a panel interview. The 
panel will consist of local employ-
ers who are interested in preparing 
students. As each session will last 
approximately 40 minutes, the partici-
pant will need to submit a resume and 
prepare beforehand. There will be 28 
spots offered, so the ones who want to 
take part should sign up early.  Pre-
registration is required to participate 
in the Interviewing Session.  Call ext. 
4259 to register or stop by the Career 
Services Office, Lower Franklin. 
 Next, a Pathways to Leadership 
program will teach student leaders 
how to market their leadership skills. 
The time and location will be 6:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Panther’s Den.
 There will also be Career Focus 
Dinners from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday and Thursday of each 
week. The Career Focus Dinners is 
a program of the Workforce Educa-
tion Advocacy Group of the Roanoke 
Regional Chamber of Commerce. It is 
designed to bridge the gap between ac-
ademia and business. During the ses-
sion, participants will make valuable 
contacts with area business people, 
find out what skills employers value, 
learn, interpret, and apply information 
about the region, and enjoy dinner 
and a tour provided by the sponsoring 
business. 

 Leslie Holden, who works with 
Student Leadership and Engagement 
and helps coordinate the activities, 
said “Career Week has a history of 
five years. It is a great program that 
can really help the students looking 
for jobs and making career plans. 

Ferrum Career Week
begins February 12

That’s the reason for the existence of 
this program.”
 For further information, please visit 
www.ferrum.edu/career.

lwang@ferrum.edu
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  Carly Jones

Who was your first Valentine?
What did you like about that person?

Jalisa Poe

Adrian, and I liked him because
he could sing really well.

Chris Shenko

My third grade teacher 
because she was a nice lady.

Katie Duff
My first Valentine was Wade Viar

and I liked him because he
would play Barbie with me.

Casey Howell

Ben because he made me laugh.

Will Moore
Sussie was my first Valentine

because I like her
and she liked me back.

Jon Morris
Well, I mean, so many women

come to mind.

Heather Littles

My first Valentine was Cameron
because he had

a good sense of humor.

Jordan Cross

This girl in the first grade
because I gave her my mom's

ring, but she ended up losing it.

Joseph Banks

Stephanie from second grade
because she had a twin sister.
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Opinion/Editorial

Matt Hall
Staff  Writer

 Ask any Ferrum College freshman 
what his or her least favorite class 
is, and without skipping a beat, 
the student will probably answer 
”Gateway.”  Every freshman at 
Ferrum has to take it, and most of 
them would do anything just to get out 
of it. 
 But, what is wrong with Gateway? 
Most Ferrum College students do not 
care about this class. Now, yes, it may 
be GPA padding (what I like to call 

easy classes), but at the same time, it 
is a time-consuming pain. 
 First thing, the class has good 
intentions. Gateway is taught to help 
students understand the college world 
and teach major skills necessary to 
survive in college. A paper here and 
there, a book to read, and a core group 
of people (kind of like home room in 
middle school) where you make your 
first friends in college. At the same 
time, it’s pretty easy, so it bumps up 
our G.P.A.! But, still, the class is such 
a pain for so many reasons.  
 First off, the class seems to be 

Gateway: Is it useful?

Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief

If one of your resolutions (or 
even just a personal incentive) is to 
recycle more, then there is no better 
week to start than this one. Why, 
you ask? Because this week is the 
kick-off week for going green! This 
is a national program that runs from 
yesterday (Monday) through Earth 

Day (April 22) called “National Green 
Week.” 

A couple of years ago, I started 
noticing a trend. People started 
wearing t-shirts that advocated 
preserving the earth, and they were 
carrying bottles that weren’t plastic. 
Celebrities started making outward 
commitments to recycling in an effort 
to help. All of a sudden, it was a cool 
thing to “reduce, reuse, and recycle.” 

This great turn in attitude certainly 
didn’t surprise me. I mean, our age 
group is the new generation – the one 
that accepts change, accepts people, 
and the one who wants to help save 
the earth. Many people are aware of 
the problem now thanks to us.

Even through all of this, I still feel 

Thinking about Going Green?  Go now!
a certain taboo when talking about 
recycling. One minute you’re just 
someone trying to recycle some cans, 
the next you’re suddenly a “hippie” or 
“tree hugger.” These labels are so old 
school to me. The generations before 
us used these terms as derogatory, and 
I think that is one trend that should 
end with us. 

If you’re not internally motivated 
to recycle, there is always that 
awesome external incentive – money. 
You may be surprised at how much 
those old beer – I mean, Coke – cans 
go for. 

Many people don’t acknowledge 
that there is a problem because it’s not 
in their back yard. Many more people 
acknowledge it, but don’t do anything 

because they feel they can’t make a 
difference. 

Each of us can make a difference. 
REDUCE the amount of recyclable 
things you throw away. REUSE your 
plastic bottles. When you’re done with 
them, RECYCLE them! Change can 
start here – with our generation. 

blackey@ferrum.edu

centered around one book chosen by 
the professor and tied to the college 
theme. WHO CARES ABOUT 
THE COLLEGE THEME?  I’m 
so tired about hearing about Self-
Empowerment. It burns my ears to 
even hear the words cross my lips! 
The same topic beat into your head 
everyday gets old. Heck, even Dr. 
(Gary) Angel changes up his Logic 
lectures every once in a while. 
 Second, the work is extremely 
tedious and dull. Essay after essay 
on, dare I say it, self-empowerment 
(oh God my ears still burn).  The 
presentation project is interesting 
because you get to work on your own 
topic, but there is a lot of work that 
goes into them, with not a whole lot of 
time to do it. 
 Also, THE SURVEYS! Dear God, 
I felt like we did one a week in that 
class. It was ridiculous!  They survey 
us on everything. Do you drink? 
How much do you study? IS THIS 
NECESSARY? 
 At the same time, the requirements 
are a pain in the butt. You have to 
attend three Theme events, with a 
one-page essay for each. Two hours 
of community service and a two-
page paper about the service. More 
assignments on the-Ferrum-theme-
that-shall-not-be-named (cause it 
burns my ears!) We are college kids, 
we are a little too busy with classes 
that actually matter. 
 So considering the problem I have 
noted, what should Ferrum College 
do, Save or Scrap Gateway?
 Number one, the college needs 

to put students in Gateway classes 
according to their interests or major. 
My personal experience with my 
Gateway class was that it felt more 
like a literature class than a Freshmen 
Seminar. People are not going to be 
interested in a Gateway class centered 
around literature when they are 
chemistry or business majors.
 Second, let students take more 
independent research. I myself found 
the Gateway project very tedious and 
boring. It took up lots of time that I 
necessarily did not have. The project 
work was understandable, but the 
papers that go with them are dull. 
 Last, teach students more about 
the college than the college theme. 
Gateway would be a whole lot more 
useful if it actually showed us the 
resources Ferrum College offers. 
Research methods (library resources, 
reliable internet sources, etc.), class 
offerings, and research on preferred 
major would definitely help more than 
about the theme-that-shall-not-be-
named. A lot of Ferrum freshmen has 
one complaint: “There is nothing to do 
at Ferrum.” Well, yes there is; you just 
got to find out about them. Gateway 
would be great if it taught us that.  My 
impression is that this does happen in 
at least some Gateway classes.
 As NBA star Larry Bird once said: 
“First, Master the Fundamentals.” 
This is what needs to be done by 
Ferrum College. Use Gateway to 
increase the fundamentals of college, 
not the correct way to take a survey.  

mhall@ferrum.edu

Happy
Valentine’s

Day!

Sweets for the sweet
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Bobby Stiller
Staff Writer

 What some consider a sport, others 
consider a hobby, but all billiards can 
be described as an art form.
 The Fitness Center was the site of 
Ferrum’s annual intramural billiards 
tournament on Jan. 31. Eleven 
students participated.
 Prior to the tournament, freshman 
Alex Mendes said, “I’m really excited 
(because) I think I might be able to 
win this year. I have played a lot 
recently and think I will be able to pull 
it off.” 
 There are many ways to play 
billiards, but the version played in the 
Ferrum tournament is referred to as 
“eight-ball.” There are 16 balls, one 
of which is white, called the cueball. 
The rest of the balls are numbered one 
through fifteen and are either solid or 
striped. 
 They are racked in a triangle 
formation and the player starts by 
using the cue ball to break the rack. If 
a ball goes into a pocket, that 

determines whether the player will 
shoot at solid or striped balls. To win 
the game, a player must pocket all 
of his/her balls and then pocket the 
“eight ball” without pocketing the cue 
ball at the same time while selecting 
which pocket they are going to place 
the cue ball in.
 “Eight ball is the only way to play 
for me (so) I’m glad that’s the set up 
for the tournament. All the other ways 
take a lot less skill and a lot more 
luck,” sophomore Glenn Cramer said.
 There are many other ways to play 
billiards (or pool as some people refer 
to it) such as Nine ball, Snooker, Bank 
pool, One pocket pool, three cushion 
billiards and straight pool. Each of 
these variations has its advantages and 
disadvantages, but the common belief 
is that “eight ball” is the most efficient 
and true way to judge one’s skill.
 At press time, Chris Rill, 
coordintor of intramurals, said he did 
not know the name of the student who 
won the tournament, but the prize was 
an iTunes gift card and a t-shirt. 

bstiller@ferrum.edu

Whether ‘shooting pool’
or ‘playing billiards,’
it takes skill to win

Bobby  Stiller
Staff Writer

 With a good mixture of upper and 
under classmen, the Ferrum College 
women’s lacrosse team is ready to 
begin their new season, and to win.
 The team looks to improve upon 
their impressive 11-5 record from 
last season, when they finished fourth 
in the USA South Conference. The 
Panthers are seeded in the preseason 
to finish fourth again, but there is a lot 
of optimism that the team could pose 
a threat to unseat any of the perennial 
powers.  
 “We plan to take each game one 
at a time. Each is important, and we 
can’t make one any more important 
than the next,” Head Coach Karen 
Harvey said.
 The Panthers are joined by an 
almost completely new defensive 
front with freshmen Ally Sholl and 
sophomore Amy Sutton leading the 
way. 
 “We are young defensively, but 

with the pieces we have in place we 
have a real shot at succeeding this 
year. Defense has been our focus this 
early in the season because there is no 
doubt we are going to score,” Harvey 
said.
 The Panthers are set well on the
offensive front with freshmen 
Courtney Hamm anticipated to make 
a definite impact on the midfield line. 
Then there is senior captain Cara 
Jacobs, who is considered one of the 
Panthers’ biggest weapons.
 The Panthers’ first test is a 
preseason scrimmage day at Roanoke 
College  against any number of 
Division 1 teams, on February 19, 
and the Ferrum women hope they can 
prove what they are bringing to the 
field this year.
 With a revamped offense and the 
emphasis on the defense, the Panthers’ 
first conference game will be March 1,
against Methodist at 4 p.m. in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina.

bstiller@ferrum.edu

Women’s LAX opponents 
should prepare for Panther upsets 

Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief

 The number 30 is Kristen Keith’s 
magic number today as I sit with her 
in the Panther’s Den. Thirty points is 
all she needs to reach the 1,000-point 
mark in her college basketball 
career.  As a junior, she has already 
accomplished much as a Ferrum 
Panther.
 She was an All-Region and 
First Team All Conference player, 

along with being named USA South 
Women’s Basketball Player of the 
Week in 2010 alone. Her freshman 
year, Keith was Third Team All- 
Conference and All-Tournament 
player. With a year still left after this 
season ends, Keith has the opportunity 
to reach new heights in her career.
 Her list of awards in basketball 
goes on, but she says her favorite part 
of it all has nothing to do with records 
or awards. “I love the people,” she 
said. “I’ve made friends for a lifetime, 
just playing ball.”
 The women’s basketball team 
has an amazing winning record this 
season, and Keith is proud to be a part 
of it all. 
 Basketball has always been a big 
part of Keith’s life. She said that 
she owes much of it to her biggest 
inspiration – her middle school 
coach. Coach Tim Brown worked 
with Kristen, constantly helping her 
improve her basketball skills. She 
grew an incredible amount as a player 
and a person. Coach Brown passed 
away Kristen’s ninth grade year, but 
continues to inspire her as she plays. 
 Keith says that she also owes much 
of her success to her parents. Her 

parents have been behind her through 
it all. Keith, being the first to get a 
degree in her family, has had much 
love and support from home. 
 Keith has accomplished much on 
and off the court in her three years at 
Ferrum.  Her name is not only found 
on the women’s basketball roster but 

also on the Dean’s List. Keith is in 
her third year studying accounting, 
and plans to go to Virginia Tech for 
graduate school after Ferrum.  From 
there, she wants to go on to be a 
Certified Public Accountant (CPA).
 Being from Martinsville, Ferrum 
was the perfect fit for Keith because 
she wanted to stay close to home 
while getting her education and 
playing basketball. Now, though, she’s 
ready to expand her horizon. Keith is 
ready for the big city life where there 
is much to do and much opportunity. 
“I want to move to Charlotte after 
I get my CPA license. There’s so 
much to do there, and I’m ready for a 
change.”
 Keith continues to grow as an 
athlete and as a student here at 
Ferrum, and hopes to inspire others to 
not give up on what they want. “It all 

“I’ve made friends 
for a lifetime,” and 
the tough times 
“will pay off in the 
end.”

gets tough, but it will pay off in the 
end.”

blackey@ferrum.edu

 Since this story, Keith reached 
her 1,000-point benchmark when she 
led the Panthers against Methodist 
University on January 30 for the 
Ferrum win. Keith’s performance was 
impressive and included 24-points, 
11-rebounds, and three blocks. The 
game was a tense one as Methodist (9-
10, 7-5 USA South, at the time) came 
back from a 10-2 deficit in the first 
half to go up in points, 35-33. After 
the break, Ferrum came back with 
ferocity, outscoring Methodist in the 
end, 71-66, for a USA South victory. 
The win sent the Panthers to a 9-3 
record in the USA South Division.
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