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 Many people will remember Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s message as 
one of compassion, non-violence 
and service.  January 17 was a com-
memorative day in honor of Dr. King, 
to celebrate his legacy, his dream, his 
commitment to civil rights, and his 
dream of equality for all people.
	 This	is	also	the	first	year	that	the	
college used a compressed schedule to 
allow time for celebrating Dr. King’s 
legacy.  This year’s activities also 
included both morning and evening 
events.  
 The Martin Luther King Day 
festivities started off at 9:30 a.m., in 
the Panther’s Den with speeches by 
Jeremiah Cook, Dr. Melvin Macklin, 
and others.  Macklin said he traveled 
from Carbondale, Ill., to Washington, 
D.C.	and	stood	near	the	Reflecting	
Pool while Dr. King gave his “I Have 
a Dream” speech on Aug. 28, 1963.
 Musical selections were sung by 
everyone in attendance, such as “This 
Little Light of Mine,” “I’m on My 
Way,” and “I’m Gonna Sit at the Wel-
come Table.”  The march started at 10 

a.m., and continued around the quad 
in front of Arthur and Moore residence 
halls and Swartz Gymnasium, and 
then back to the Panther’s Den.  
 Jeremiah Cook, Senior Class presi-
dent, spoke about the community and 
campus	having	a	unified	dream	that	
everyone will be free from intolerance 
and injustice, so everyone will be able 
to have their voices heard.  
 According to Cook, the purpose of 
the diversity march was to “use this 
as an opportunity to think about what 
it would be like to march with Martin 
Luther King 48 years later, to think 
about Martin Luther King’s legacy, his 
dream, and wanting to be a part of his 
dream not only by thinking about it, 
but by doing it,” says Cook.  
	 Cook	said	that	the	specific	point	
he wanted to get across with diversity 
march is that “Everyone faces some 
type of intolerance or injustice; you 
make a difference by standing up for 
what you believe in.”  “If we can make 
a change for others, it can show that 
we do believe in Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s dream,” Cook says.  

2011 Martin Luther King Day campus events
expanded; class schedule adjusted for first time 

Fall 2010 Dean's List announced
Holly Abril
Jessica Adams
Darren Agee
Breeanna Aldridge
Andrew Allwine
Alexander Angell
Brittani Angelson
Abigail Ardis
Tracie Arrington
Jessica Ashby
Brittany baker
Courtney Baker
Miranda Banks
Quintel Banks
Jerrica Barksdale
Brittany Barlow
Nathaniel Bassett
Charles Beacom
Michael Beaman
Timothy Belew
Soufiane	Bernoukh
Laura Blankenship
Victoria Bowman
Anna Bowser
Jessie Boyd
Matthew Boyes
Heather Bozarth
Corey Brooks
Emily Brown
Keishada Brown
Heather Bullins
Ashlee Burgess
Monte Burley

Christopher Byrne
Morgan Cain
Marie-Laure Callewaert
Cory Camara-Foster
Ashley Carter
Sarah Casey
Maryann Castaneda
William Chandler
Eric Childress
Mun Kyun Cho
Young-In Choi
Jennie Church
Albert Ciaffone
Ashley Clements
Amanda Conner
Ashley Conner
Jeremiah cook
Brian Cox
Erick Cox
Morgan Cramsey
Asia Crawford
Ronald Cross
Michael Crum
Kasey Davis
Kaitlyn DeForest
Blake DiMeglio
Gabrielle Dobbs
Marlea Donaho
Joy Doughty
Michael Drews
Tyler Duncan
Amanda Farmer
Patrick Fechter

Kristin Ferguson
Emily Fiske
James Flynn
Jessica Foley
Landon Foley
Kasey Forrester
Brittani Fusco
Anthony Garcia
Nichole George
Jessica Goad
Kayla Goins
Tamarra Grant
KeShera Green
Thomas Grzesikow-
ski
Jamee Gunter
Leah Gunter
Lindsey Hager
Devann Hagy
Brittany Hairtson
Bridgett Hall
Jacob Hardy
Brian Harrell
Steven Harris
Jacqueline Hawkins
Brittany Hawks
Joshua Hawks
Taryn Hayden
Andrew Hayes
Lauren Hearp
Nicole Hendrick
Lakeisha Henry
Travis Herndon

Ashley Hines
Lenora Hinkley
Erin Hodges
Karsey Hodges
Meagan Hodges
Samantha Hodges
Henry Hodson
Daniel Hogan
Joseph Hollingsworth
Halden Hoover
Joshua Horan
Maria Lyn Hunley
Ashley Hunt
Samuel Hutcheson
Seo Ryung Hwang
Lea Irby
Jonathan Irvine
Joe Isaac III
Cara Jacobs
Paul Jaglowski
Kelleigh Jio
Quanytta Johnson
Tiniko Johnson
Walter Johnson III
Brittany Jones
Kristen Keith
Vandon Kershner
Abigail Keiselbach
Carey Kimbrough
Travis Kincaid
Stephane King
Kathryn Kipps
Bethany lackey

Christina Lawhorne
Whitney Lawrence
Tiffany Lee
Shanna Leonard
Joshua Mahaffey
Christina Mannino
Stephanie Marshal
Clint Martin
Megan Martin
Roderick mason
Brittany Mays
John McDowell
Christopher McElligott
Amy McGourty
Lea McMillan
Jacob Melino
Zachalee Mercado
Ashley Miles
Christopher Miller
Trasan Moore
John Morehead
Tyler Muckle
Benjamin Mullins
Christopher Mullins
Vincent Munch
Janelle Myers
Mary Jessica Naff
Jessica O’Neil
Benard Onserio
Ryan Osborne
Jennifer Pack

Amelia pagans
Victoria Parker
Megan Paterson
Carlos Peralta
Kristian Percival
Benjamin Pittsley
Bryan Poole
Stacy Porter
Thomas Porter
Andrew Presgraves
John Puckett
Sara Puckett
Damian Pulos
Scott Puschell
Mary Rakes
Damarah Reid
Deanna Reid
Daniel Reininger
Karina Rivera
Carrie Roberts
Adam Robertson
Thomas Robinson
Melanie Rooks
Katelyn Sadler
Philip Saunders
David Sawyers
Tracey Scharf
Jessica Schrote
Carson Scott
Kristin Scott
Whitney Scott

Ferrum College students, faculty and staff took part in a march on Mon-
day morning, January 17, as part of the Martin Luther King Day events.   
The marchers followed a course that began at the Panther's Den and 
passed Arthur and Moore residence halls and Swartz Gymnasium before 
ending at the Panthere's Den.
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Vinsetta Secret-McDaniel
April See
Jessica Seiber
Brittaney	Shifflett
Alexandra Sholl
Hannah Shumaker
Rachel Shumaker
Ashley Sisk
Dustin Skillman
Cerisse Smith
Connor Smith
Darren Smith

Samantha Smith
Shavonya Smith
Star Smith
Melissa Spears
Brandon Spells
Cody Spence
Maegan Spencer
Chelsea Stephens
Jordan Strickler
Logan Strubhar
Jessica Summers
Teri Lynn Surface

Amy Sutton
Posey Swope
Rachel Taupier
Christopher Taylor
Lorrissa Taylor
Mallory Taylor
Robert Taylor
Margaret Tewalt
Benjamin Thacker
Anthony Thames
Ashley Thomas
Eric Thomas

Glenn Thompson
Christopher Th-
rockmartin
Bradley Tribble
Tara Tygrett
Billy Tyree
Kyle Underwood
Charles Vencille
Lance Vest
Kaitlan Viars
Steve Waldrop
Ishmael Walker

Kelsey Walters
Keona Walton
Clayton Walvoort
Guanding Wang
Kara Ward
Charles Warren
Christian Waters
Courtney Webster
Erin Weidman
Taylor Welch
Ashley Wiggins
Kameron Wilds

Robert Wiles
Beth Williams
Brian Wilson
Felicia Wingard
Karecca Woods
Matthew Woods
Lucinda Worrell
Diana Yates
Kyle Zeller

 The evening event started at 7 p.m. 
in Vaughn Chapel, and the featured 
speaker was Joyce Bernice Cobbs.  

Cobbs is a Ferrum College alum-
nus (class of 1998) and is currently 
6th grade administrator at Benjamin 
Franklin Middle School.  Cobbs grad-
uated from Ferrum College earning 
bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts with 
endorsements in Math and English.  
Before coming to Ferrum College, 
Cobbs graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Virginia Western Community 
College.  
 As a Ferrum student, she received 
several awards such as the Charles 
A. and Marian C. Skinner Award for 
Excellence in Education.  She also 
received the Algernon Sydney Sul-
livan Award and medallion that was 
established by the New York Southern 
Society. 
 Cobbs describes herself as a “non-
traditional student,” meaning that she 

was not the age of a typical college 
student and because at the time of her 
enrollment she had two children and a 
husband.  “Ferrum is a very close-knit 
community where people can get the 
opportunity to get an education which 
equals success,” says Cobbs.
 At times she describes her college 
journey as not being easy, but she 
claims that she succeeded because of 
the very supportive professors here at 
Ferrum.  She also believes strongly in 
the American Dream. “We must be-
come a beacon of light, giving freely 
of	ourselves	so	that	others	can	find	
their way,” Cobbs says.  
 Cobbs is still very active in the 
Ferrum College community because 
she serves as vice president of the 
Alumni Board of Directors and par-
ticipates in many other activities and 

The MLK Day featured speaker was 
J. Bernice Cobbs, class of 1998.
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organizations.  A few years ago, she 
was keynote speaker for the college’s 
annual Women’s Leadership Confer-
ence.   
 Cobbs spoke about the different 
events during the Civil Rights era, and 
shared many anecdotes from differ-
ent prominent people during the Civil 
Rights movement.  She said the pri-
mary message she wanted to convey 
was that “we are not Dr. King, but we 
can do our part regardless of how big 
or small.” 
 Following Cobbs’ speech, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech was aired with an accompany-
ing video presentation that showcased 
civil rights era photos.
 The day ended with a reception in 
the Panther's Den.

swashington@ferrum.edu
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Ferrum students attend Salzburg Global Seminar
John Carlin

Public Relations Director

 Ferrum College students Caitlin 
Fournier, Meagan Hodges, Jessi Naff 
and Cody Wright were chosen to 
travel to Salzburg, Austria, from Janu-
ary 3-10, 2011, to attend the Salzburg 
Global Seminar on Global Citizen-
ship.
 The Salzburg Global Seminar 
was established in 1947, as a way to 
educate the next generation of world 
leaders. The students studied at the 
Schloss Leopoldskron, an 18th century 
baroque castle that has been complete-
ly	retrofitted	to	accommodate	modern	
technology.  The terrace of the Schloss 
was featured in a memorable scene in 
the	1965	film	“The	Sound	of	Music.”
 The program was underwritten in 
part by the Mellon Foundation, as part 
of the Mellon Fellows Community 
Initiative Program.  “This opportu-
nity is one that can both literally and 
figuratively	open	up	the	world	for	stu-
dents,” said Dr. David Howell, Ferrum 
College associate professor of religion 
and one of the co-authors of Ferrum’s 
original grant proposal to the Salzburg 
Global Seminar.
 While in Austria the students 

participated in group study exercises, 
attended lectures and cultural ex-
change seminars.  The seminar was 
created to “make students more aware 
of global issues and of what it means 
to be a ‘global citizen’, more discern-
ing in their assessment of information 

pertaining to world affairs, and more 
understanding of America’s place in 
the world as well as of non-Ameri-
cans’ perception of the U.S.,” accord-
ing	to	the	official	website.
 The Ferrum students were chosen 
from a pool of students in the Boone 

Honors Program and other student 
academic leaders, based upon a letter 
of application, transcripts, and faculty 
recommendations.   Each received 
a $500 grant from either the Ferrum 
College	Provost’s	office	or	the	Boone	
Honors Program to help pay travel 
expenses.  All other expenses on site 
were paid by the Mellon Foundation 
grant.
 “I am so excited to be able to 
study in Austria, and to get a feel for 
how the world works – especially the 
world outside the United States,” said 
Meagan Hodges, who is majoring in 
English and philosophy. 
 Fellow student Jessi Naff con-
curred.  “We learn about foreign 
cultures in class and we hear what 
other people say about America, but 
the chance to meet with students from 
other nations, and to learn about world 
issues from other perspectives, is so 
important,” she said.  Naff is major-
ing in social studies and is a student in 
Ferrum’s Teacher Education Program.
 During the students’ week at the 
seminar they sent back pictures and-
updated the Ferrum College Blog, so 
that	others	would	be	able	to	benefit	
from their experiences. 

Three Ferrum students spent a week of their winter break in Salzburg, 
Austria, attending a seminar on Global Citizenship.   The students are     
(L-R) Meagan Hodges, Jessi Naff, and Cody Wright.  Caitlin Fournier 
(right) was selected but did not attend due to a passport technicality.
      photo courtesy of Public Relations

Kristina Stump
Page designer

	 The	first	Dessert	Discussion	of	
2011 was held Tuesday, January 18, in 
the newly refurbished Confetti’s in the 
basement of Bassett Hall.  About 25 
individual attended. Tuesday’s topic, 
Hidden Racism in the Media, was a 

timely topic with Martin Luther King 
Day on January 17 and Black History 
Month approaching.  
 Joseph Fridley, Residence Hall 
Educator, led the discussion with the 
assistance of Dr. Suan Mead, associa-
tion professor of sociology and direc-
tor of service learning.   Discussion 
concerned the question of whether 

seeing stereotypes in movies and 
television perpetuates and encourages 
stereotyping or whether this makes the 
problem of stereotyping more recog-
nizable; hidden racism; the concern 
that audiences might decide that a 
comedian, who just wants a laugh, is 
a standard by which to live; and is it 
acceptable to change the ethnicity of 

a	character	to	fit	the	actor	being	cast,	
perhaps	because	of	box	office	appeal.
 The discussion, which began at 
7:30, was and John Smith, assistant di-
rector of resident life ended the gath-
ering by stating, "We can be okay with 
each other." Future discussions will be 

Dessert Discussions scheduled for Spring semester
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  Chalet Satterthwaite

Do you favor altering the college schedule for 
Martin Luther King Day activities? If so, why?

Raymond Hines

Yes, we shouldn’t have
school.  We need a day off.

Henry Buchanan

I think that we should celebrate
all people who have

impacted society.

Derrick Barber
We should have the day off. 

He made history.

La’Cora Jones

Yes, because it’s a 
national holiday.

William Chandler
I think our school should 

observe all national holidays.

Matthew Foster
Martin Luther King was a 

great man and should
be remembered.

Marshal Hamilton

We deserve a day off.

Melva Herroen

Yes, because Martin Luther King
did a lot for us and he was

an important person.

Jonathan Irvin

It doesn’t really matter to me.
I think we should get other

holidays off, though.
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Opinion/Editorial

DESSERT from page 2

Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief

 To those who aren’t reading this 
online: the fact you’re holding this 
paper in your hands this semester is 
frankly a little surprising to me. You 
see, within the last year, there has 
been much discussion of stopping the 
presses on our print edition and going 
to the online-only version of the Iron 
Blade. As many of you are aware, we 
do have an online (.pdf) version of the 
newspaper	already.	(You	can	find	this	
at http://www.ferrum.edu/ironblade.) 
 Sitting around a table at El Rodeo 
in Rocky Mount, the faculty and staff 
involved in the paper weighed the pros 
and cons of going completely online. 
It would be easier to get the stories 
out, more cost effective, constantly 
accessible and easy to update. The 
pros to this plan never seemed to end. 
As for the cons, they were few and 
far between. I saw the scale tilted 
completely toward all of the pros.
 However, I was still somewhat 
opposed to the idea of getting rid 

of our print edition and when asked 
why, I didn’t have a real answer at 
first.	I	just	knew	there	was	bad	mojo	
attached. I mean, I love accessing 
things via the internet. I do much of 
my reading online through blogs and 
newspapers from across the globe. All 
I knew at the time was that I really 
wanted a print edition of the Iron 
Blade – I just didn’t know why.
 Then, after talking to some people 
on campus, I realized that there is 
a certain feeling that comes from 
reading a print edition; a certain 
comfort in knowing that the news that 
directly pertains to me and this college 
is in my hands. The tangibility of the 
paper is something that I didn’t want 
to give up. There is a distinct grainy 
feel, and I can smell the familiar scent 
of freshly printed newspaper. I think 
it has much to do with tradition, and I 
wasn’t the only one who felt this was 
true. 
 My good friend and former staff 
member, Tristen Ashley, and I joked 
that if we did go solely online, she and 
I would print it out, tape it together, 

and only then would we read it. 
Thinking back, I’m not sure that we 
were kidding. Yes, friends, we were 
desperate. 
 Nevertheless, despite my 
(somewhat odd) emotional attachment 
to the print edition, when the pros and 
cons were weighed, it seemed as if 
it may be better overall to go to the 
online-only version. Our next step was 
to get the campus’ feelings on this. I 
saw	the	fate	of	the	print	edition	flash	
before my eyes, and it wasn’t good. 
I had heard so many people talking 
about the online version, and had seen 
so many papers thrown away, that I 
knew it was the end of the print era at 
Ferrum College.
 Dr. Whited, the newspaper adviser, 
and I decided to go with a simple 
online survey to get our information 
from Ferrum College: In what format 
people read the newspaper (if at all), 
and what status they were (freshman, 
sophomore, staff, faculty, etc.).  We 
received over 100 responses. While 
this is a small sample of our school, it 
was still enough to draw a conclusion, 

and come to a decision.
  We found that 41% of respondents 
(the majority) of people who read the 
Iron Blade only read the print edition. 
We were surprised, to say the least. 
This was enough to keep our paper, 
which I’m sure you’ve realized by 
now. Only 11% only read the online 
edition, and almost 17% read both. 
 With positives always come 
negatives of sorts. The disheartening 
part was that almost 31% of the 
people who took the survey did not 
read the paper at all. While we can 
only make assumptions as to why so 
few of these people read the paper, 
we at the Iron Blade will be working 
hard to improve out readership this 
semester. We clearly have our work 
cut out for us there.
 So, as I was saying, the fact that 
you’re holding this freshly printed 
collage of student work both surprises 
and warms me. I hope it continues to 
do the same for you.

blackey@ferrum.edu

To print or not to print? That’s no longer an issue
Iron Blade reader poll yields surprises for editor and staff

Arizona shooting: why it’s not about political rhetoric
Matt Hall

Staff Writer

 Within recent weeks, we 
have all seen the news stories 
of the assassination attempt on 

Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords. 
Six people were killed and 13 were 
wounded. The story is a tragedy from 
all aspects of life. 
 I want to speak out against 
accusations given by the media, 

politicians, and people who think that 
political rhetoric was to blame. 
 First of all, let me tell you a 
little bit about who I am. I am 
a Republican, more toward the 
libertarian side of the Republican 
Party. I began to get involved in 
2008, where I began working with 
the Republican Party back home in 
Carroll County. I have worked on the 
McCain/Palin campaign, McDonnell 
campaign,	and	the	Morgan	Griffith	
Congressional campaign, and I am 
beginning to work on 2011 local 
campaigns. I am a local and state 
party member. Also, I help out the 
Ferrum College Republicans from 
time to time. I came to Ferrum and 
declared my major as political science, 
because I want to work to make the 
country stronger and to embrace the 
international community. So, a lot of 
people have asked about my opinion 
about whether the Arizona shooting 
was motivated by political rhetoric or 
whether the shooter is just a murderer. 
 First of all, this is not political 
rhetoric. He is clearly a murderer. 
According to the New York Times, 
Mr. Jared Loughner was never treated 
for any type of mental incapability, 
but he could have been checked out. 
He was obsessed with everything from 
Karl Marx to the 2012 apocalypse 

theory. He was an active blogger on 
conspiracy theory websites, and he 
also believed that the September 11, 
2001 attacks were orchestrated by the 
American government. He was even a 
neo-Nazi and a sexist.
 At the same time, Mr. Loughner 
is a pre-meditated murderer. In 
2007, Mr. Loughner attended a 
congressional town hall event 
with Congresswoman Giffords. 
Loughner felt that his question to the 
congresswoman was not answered 
correctly. She later sent him a letter 
thanking him for coming. He would 
talk about how Ms. Giffords was a 
“fake.” Clearly, this is a premeditated 
strike on the congresswoman.
 Lastly, if this is political rhetoric, 
I	will	be	the	first	to	condemn	the	
atrocity. Government protests should 
never turn violent. When democracy 
turns violent, that is when government 
begins to fall. 
 At the same time, with the evidence 
that has been stated, there is no way 
that Congresswoman Giffords was 
directly targeted. I write this on MLK 
Jr. day, and this makes me think of 
how Dr. King would condemn the 
actions. Hopefully, Mr. Loughner will 
get the full punishment for his crime.

mchall@ferrum.edu

assisted by faculty members and you 
may contact Joseph Fridley for more 
information. Following is the schedule 
for future Dessert Discussions.

Mon Feb 7
Diversity University
  
Tues Feb 15
Attitude of a Generation

Mon Mar 7
To Wrap It Up or Not to Wrap it Up

Tues Mar 15
The Anonymous Identity: Facebook 
And Real World Implications
  
Mon Apr 4
I’m Right, You’re Wrong: Christianity 
vs. Atheism
  
Tues Apr 19
Character in Professional Sports


