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THE Ferrum  Forum: 

What's the best live theatre 
performance you've ever seen?

Why?

see page 3 

Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

The Ferrum College Theatre Arts 
department presents the Broadway 
musical “Elton John and Tim Rice's 
Aida” this week in Sale Theatre.  
Opening night is Thurs.,  March 17.  
The curtain goes up at 7:30 p.m.

“Aida,” first appeared in the form 
of a four-act opera in the late 1800’s 
by the famous Italian composer 
Giuseppe Verdi. The opera's story (but 
not the music) was the basis for the 
1998 Broadway musical, “Elton John 
and Tim Rice’s Aida.”

The Broadway musical is the ver-
sion that will be performed on cam-
pus.

Verdi's opera was commissioned by 
Egyptian ruler Isma'il Pasha, who paid 
Verdi 150,000 francs in gold.  This 
made Verdi the highest paid composer 
of all time.

"Aida" was first performed at the 
Khedivial Opera House in Cairo on 
Dec. 24, 1871.  It has since become 
one of the most widely performed 
operas of all time.

The musical takes place in ancient 
Egypt, where three young people have 
fallen into a love triangle.  The plot 
involves the royal families of Egypt 
and Nubia (a region in Southern Egypt 
and Northern Sudan).

The title character is a Nubian prin-
cess, and "Aida" is an Arabic female 
name that means "visitor" or "return-
ing," according to MusicWeb.

The show contains very powerful 
music, says Dr. Helen Prien creative 

Susan Mead
Asst. Professor of Sociology
Director of Service Learning

Emmanuel Jal was a former child 
soldier in the Sudan and was rescued 
by a British aid worker. He uses his 
life story and amazing musical talent 
to promote peace and justice world-
wide.  

According to Jal’s website, www.
EmmanuelJal.org, “The effort, led by 
Sudanese hip-hop artist, activist and 
former child soldier Emmanuel Jal, 
benefits the Global Initiative for Sudan 
and also features cameos from Alicia 
Keys, Peter Gabriel, billionaire philan-
thropist Richard Branson, former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter and former 
U.N. Secretary General and Nobel 
laureate Kofi Annan.”

On April 16, Jal will be speaking 

Hip-hop artist Emmanuel Jal coming to Ferrum

Elton John and Tim Rice's "Aida" opens
Thursday, March 17 in Sale Theatre

and performing his music in Vaughn 
Chapel at Ferrum College.  The pro-
gram will begin at 7:00 p.m. with a 
student-designed program showcasing 
music, dance, poetry, and call to action 
that will link the Appalachian region 
to Africa.  After Emmanuel Jal’s per-
formance, the program will end with 
an opportunity to greet Jal and have 
him sign books and CD’s.  

 “What I think is interesting is that 
I first heard about him on National 
Public Radio about six years ago and 
sent him a message on Facebook last 
fall telling him I hoped he’d come to 
Ferrum someday.  He wrote back, got  
me in touch with his management and 
we have been working on this since 
then,” Mead said.

Come support peace Wednesday at 
7 p.m. in Vaughn Chapel with Em-
manuel Jal!

Emmanuel Jal
photo  courtesy of EmmanuelJal.org

advisor and dramaturg for the show 
(and assistant professor of speech and 
theatre.)  A dramaturg is a sort of inter-
nal critic who advises the directors on 
aspects of the performance and often 
conducts research.  

Prien says Elton John and Tim 
Rice's show is contemporary and 
makes good use of Ferrum's student 
musical talent.

In addition to the actors, several 
Ferrum student instrumentalists such 
as members of the Jazz Ensemble are 
involved in the performance.

The performance is under the cre-
ative direction of Susan Spataro  and 
Emily Rose Tucker, both members of 
the music faculty.  Tucker is also mu-
sical director of the Blue Ridge Dinner 
Theatre.

 Kristina Stump is the technical 
director., and the show is produced by 

Wayne Bowman, professor of theatre 
arts and director of Performing and 
Visual Arts Operations.

The cast is composed of fresh new 
faces as well as actors previously seen 
on the Ferrum College stage.   Prien 
noted that there is a range of musical 
and theatrical experience among the 
cast and company.

Prien said the show invokes a range 
of emotion.  She predicts that audi-
ences will become lost in the story and 
get caught up in the laughter of the 
musical and also be overcome with 
tears.

Audiences can see “Elton John and 
Tim Rice’s Aida” in Sale Theatre of 

Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

Ferrum College Relay for Life is 
at it again and is seeking entertain-
ment acts for this years event, themed 
“Carnival- In It to Win It,” on April 8 
-9 from 6:00 p.m. To 6:00 a.m.

 The Relay for Life team is looking 
for talent that any student would like 
to perform that will be acceptable for 
the Relay for Life event. 

Advisor Jill Adams says,“I would 
like for our student body to participate 
in the entertainment this year. In hopes 
that all students at some point would 
be at Relay to support their friend.  We 
have a lot of talent on campus so I 
would like to highlight our students 
before going off campus to look for 

entertainment.”
Students will be able to perform 

their acts on April 8 from 9:30 p.m. to 
midnight. Performances will be sched-
uled throughout the night.

Relay for Life will have several 
other activities during the night such 
as the “biggest Twister game ever,” 
“Just Dance” completion, football 
obstacle course, Powerade pond, 
midnight movie on the big screen and 
Miss Relay contest.

Students interested in entertaining 
should contact Jill Adams at jadams@
ferrum.edu. Adams says performing at 
Relay is a way to students, “to engage 
the entire student body!”

vtorres@ferrum.edu

Relay for Life
is looking for performers

Schoolfield Hall on March 17, 18, and 
19 at 7:30 p.m. and on Sunday, March 
20 at 2 p.m. The play is free to anyone 
with a current Ferrum College i.d.

The production team has been 
working hard to make this musical 
a success. The talent and excitement 
will be seen when the curtain rises 
opening night.  Prien  said the large 
cast and crew has worked "many 
long hours and many weeks for their 
love of theatre… bringing theatre to 
the community and bringing a great 
show!” 

vtorres@ferrum.edu

Lana Whited contributed to this article.
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The “what I wish I knew” program 
was held in the Panther’s Den at 8:30 
p.m. on Monday night, February 21. 
It was given to students so they could 
learn more about what life is after 
college. Students asked questions to 
faculty and staff members about what 
to expect after graduation. 

Leslie Holden, assistant director 
of Career Services, also talked about 
career opportunities and resources 
Ferrum offers for career exploration. 

When asked what she wishes she 
knew as a freshman, Ashley Hardy, 

a senior, said, “Academically, I wish 
I had put more study time in and had 
been more self-controlled, so I could 
study more fluently when I was junior 
and now senior.” 

Hardy said she also wishes she 
had more awareness about financial 
responsibility earlier in her college 
career, because she realizes employers 
and banks care a lot about financial 
background. 

Justin Muse, assistant director of 
Student Leadership and Engagement, 
said he also wished he had more finan-
cial responsibility as a student.

Leslie Holden said she wished she 
could have utilized the resources bet-

"What I wish I knew discussion held in Panther's Den

ter when she was a student. “If I could 
be a student again, I would follow 
my academic advisor well,” she said. 
She also told the audience about the 
career-oriented resources available for 
Ferrum students such as Kaplan free 
test drives. 

Students can take practice tests for 
tests such as the GRE, LAST, GMAT, 
and more. The Career Focus Dinner 
and Career Fair are also offered. She 
said that she hopes all students can 
make full use of the resources for 
pursuing their careers.

lwang@ferrum.edu

The campus chapter of Alpha Chi 
National Honor Society held its an-
nual initiation on Sunday, Feb. 20.  
The following students were initi-
ated:  Darren Allen Agee, Andrew 
Joseph Allwine, Nathaniel John 
Bassett, Marie-Laure Agnes Helene 
Callewaert, Ashley Jade Clements, 
Jeremiah Jonathan Cook, Brian 
Cory Cox, Jennifer Sue Gunter, Jac-
queline F. Hawkins, Paul Townsend 
Jaglowski, Holly Nicole Laughorn, 
Christina Maria Lawhorne, Amy 
Beth McGourty, Benard Obae On-
serio, Jennifer Rose Pack, Amelia 
Blake Pagans, Vinsetta Marquita 
Secret-McDaniel, Hannah Lee 
Shumaker, Mallory Blythe Taylor, 
Lance Alvah Vest, Clayton Alan 
Walvoort, Ashley J. Wiggins, and 
Felicia Michelle Wingard.

Alpha Chi  inducts new members Sunday, February 20 

 The speaker for this year’s induction was Dr. Tina Hanlon, associate professor of English (next to last on right). 
The Alpha Chi advisor is Dr. M. Katherine Grimes, associate professor of English (far right).

photo by Lana Whited

Leslie Holden, Ashley Hardy, Justin Muse, and Jerrica Barksdale provided 
information and shared personal experiences with students regarding col-
lege life should-haves and post-graduation expectations.

photo by Leyu Wang

Iron Blade issues remaining
 for Spring 2011

March 22, 29
April 5, 12, 19

Staff meets at 2:30 Mondays
in the Roberts Hall Conference Room
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  Carly Jones

What’s the best live theatre performance 
you’ve ever seen? Why?

Holly Girerlach

 “Miracle on 34th Street” because it had 
a lot of meaning to me. I went to see it 

every year with my family.

Chris Champagne

“Crazy Quilt” because I had no idea 
what was going on the entire play.

Melissa Maldanado
“Fiddler on the Roof”; I saw it
in New York when I was 16,

and I liked it because we had great seats 
and it was comical.

Chelsie Brown

“The Nutcracker” because there was a 
lot of ballet and it was beautiful, 

especially during the Christmas season.

Amber King
“Wicked” because when I saw it,

the girl who played the main character 
was an understudy, and 

she did a great job.

Jordan Wade
I saw “The Lion King” on Broadway

in New York and I liked it because it was 
the first play I had seen.

Chris Jones

“The Laramie Project” because
it was performed

by Ferrum College students.

Courtney Beasley

I saw Jeff Dunham live
and this was my favorite performance 

because I liked the puppets.

Mavrik Mann

The best live performance I saw was 
Rodney Carrington,who’s a comedian.
I liked this because he was hilarious.
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Student Activities Calendar

Features

Sports:  men & women’s
basketball end season with honors 

Matt Hall
Staff Writer

 It’s the last night of Spring Break, 
and my girlfriend and I had nothing to 
do. So, we decided to go to the local 
move theatre to see the new movie 
1980s themed movie “Take Me Home 
Tonight.” 
 Now I have a confession to make: 
I’m an 80s junkie. I love every bit 
of music that ever came from the 
1980s. Top Gun, Footloose, and Risky 
Business are three of my favorite 
movies of all time. If you know me 
at all, you know that my favorite 
president is Ronald Reagan. My guilty 
pleasure in life is 1980s pop music.
 But this 80s junkie was heavily 
disappointed by this so-called 80s 
themed movie. 
 Let me first give you an idea of 
what happens in the movie. The story 
involves Matt Franklin (Topher Grace, 
That 70s Show and Spiderman 3), a 
young MIT engineering graduate who 
doesn’t know what he wants to do 
with his life, so to pass the time he 
works at Suncoast Video. His sister 
Wendy (Anna Faris of Scary Movies 

1-4), his brainy sister is about to get 
married her idiotic boyfriend. Matt’s 
high school best friend Barry (Dan 
Fogler, Kung Fu Panda) works for 
a high-end import car dealer as a 
salesman.
 Their lives are all kind of dull 
until Matt’s high school crush Tori 
Fredricking (Theresa Palmer, I am 
Number Four) comes back to town 
and invites Matt to one-last high 
school party with all their old friends. 
So, to get the girl, Matt constructs 
this elaborate lie (he even steals a 
Mercedes to back up the lie) that he 
is an investment banker at Goldman 
Sachs. 
 I will say that the 1980s 
soundtrack, along with Atomic Tom’s 
cover of “Don’t you want me” is 
awesome. 
 But as great as the music is, the 
movie was heavily disappointing, 
especially for this 1980s junkie. The 
acting was subpar, at best. Anna Faris, 
who usually makes us laugh, was 
awful. Topher Grace needs to go back 
to television, because he obviously 
cannot act (or direct). Fogler brings 
light comedic humor, but not enough 

“Just say no” to “Take Me Home Tonight”

Monica Samayoa
Staff Writer

 As both Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball USA South Competition 
wound down  in late February, 
players on both teams were noted 
by those who hand out awards and 
recognitions.
 Honors that members of the Men’s 
Basketball team have received include 
senior Derek Mitchell being named 
USA 2011 South Men’s Basketball 

Player of the Year. Mitchell and 
senior Keith Crump both received 
All-Conference 1st team spots; while 
junior Marcus Mayo received 3rd 
team honors.  Senior Ryan Firebaugh 
was named to the USA South All-
Sportmanship Team.  
 Kristen Keith, Tesla Akers, Brittney 
Bullock and Shea Smith, members 
of the Women’s Basketball team, 
received honors by being named to 
the All-Conference Team. Keith was 
named to the 1st Team All Conference. 
Tesla Akers received 3rd Team honors, 
while Bullock and Smith received 
Honorable Mention. Amanda Farmer 
was recognized on the USA South All-

Sportmanship Team. 
 This has been an exciting season 
for both Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball at Ferrum College. Men’s 
Basketball was recognized as #19 
on the D3hoops.com poll along 
with other schools such as Virginia 
Wesleyan, Randolph-Macon, and 
Eastern Mennonite. 
 The men took a record of 23-4 
overall and first- and second-round 
USA South Tournament wins into 
the title game against North Carolina 
Wesleyan on Sunday, February 27.  
The Panthers erased NC Wesleyan’s 
13-point lead to force overtime, but 
ultimately could not hang on to the 

momentum.  The Bishops won, 74-70.  
Derek Mitchell led Ferrum’s effort 
with 22 points and 19 rebounds.
 After an outstanding season with an 
Overall 18-9 the Women’s Basketball 
team won the first round of the USA 
South Tournament by defeating 
Shenandoah University, but were later 
defeated by #12 Christopher Newport 
University. 
 Members of both Ferrum basetball 
teams brought a lot of excitement to 
Swartz Gym during their 2010-11 
campaigns.

msamayoa@ferrum.edu

Movie Reviews

to a movie audience used to Zach 
Galifianakis romps. 
 Secondly, this movie glorifies 
cocaine use. I understand that in the 
1980s it was the party drug of choice, 
but in the 2010s we have now realized 
that it is harmful and dangerous. 
Hollywood shouldn’t take an illegal 
drug and glorify it for the masses. 
 Lastly, the story is so predictable. 
The audience can about predict the 
ending within the first 15 minutes of 
the movie. I don’t want a movie I can 
predict; I want a movie I can laugh at, 

with a crazy plot twist toward the end. 
 I was heavily disappointed with 
this movie. I was hoping for a Judd 
Apatow style Rom-Com, and all 
I got was a drug-fueled romantic 
“dramedy” (where a movie tries to be 
a comedy, but ends up being a drama). 
In the words of First Lady Nancy 
Reagan, “Just Say NO!” to this movie 
and listen to the soundtrack instead.

mchall@ferrum.edu

compiled by Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief

Tuesday March 15
Varsity Baseball – 3 p.m.
Senior class meeting
    6-7 p.m. – Library auditorium
Faithful Few Rehearsals
    7:30 p.m. - Sale Theater
Biggest Loser Swimnastics
    6:30 p.m. – Swartz Gym Pool

Wednesday March 16
Spring Fever 5k Recruitment 
    11 a.m. - Franklin Hall
Varsity Baseball – 3 p.m.
Appalachian Cluster for Hurley
    6-8 p.m. – Panther’s Den

Women’s Lacrosse – 4 p.m.
Emmanuel Jal “We Want Peace”
    7-9 p.m. - BRMR
ISAGE meeting – 6:30 p.m. – BRMR
Varsity Baseball – 7 p.m.
 “Aida” spring musical
    7:30 p.m. – Sale Theater

Thursday March 17
St. Patrick’s Day
Women’s Leadership Conference
    8:30 a.m. – Panther’s Den and 
    BRMR
Spring Fever 5k Recruitment 
    11 a.m. - Franklin Hall
Women’s Tennis – 4 p.m.
Varsity Baseball – 3 p.m.
VITA Tax Preparation (free!)

   6 p.m. – Beckham 204
PAC Yoga Class
   6:30 p.m. – Aerobics room in Swartz 
Gym
“Aida” spring musical
    7:30 p.m. – Sale Theater

Friday March 18
Spring Fever 5k Recruitment
     11 a.m. - Franklin Hall
Varsity Baseball – 3 p.m.

Saturday March 19
Panther Preview
      Open House – 9 a.m.
Men’s Tennis – 12 p.m.
Women’s Tennis – 12 p.m.
Women’s Lacrosse – 1 p.m.

Sunday March 20
First Day of Spring!
“Aida” spring musical
    2 p.m. – Sale Theater
Varsity Baseball – 3 p.m.
JV Softball – 1 p.m.

Monday March 21
Monday Night Praise
    7 p.m. - Vaughn Chapel
 Zumba -  7 p.m. - Fitness Center
Biggest Loser – Panther’s Den
Varsity Baseball – 3 p.m.
Soccer and tennis sign-ups
    4:30 p.m. – Franklin Hall
VITA Tax Preparation (free!)
    6 p.m. – Beckham 204


