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 When someone tells you that 
you’ve done a nice job or thanks you 
for your hard work, how does it make 
you feel? Most would answer that it 
makes them feel appreciated, motivat-
ed, and very good! The power of posi-
tive words should never be ignored. 
When someone is working hard, like 
so many here at Ferrum College, be 
sure to let them know that they are ap-
preciated.
 Ferrum College plans an annual 
dinner to make sure their employees 
know just how special they are to our 
school. The Human Resources De-
partment will honor selected faculty 
and staff based on years of service at 
the Employee Recognition Dinner on 
Tuesday, March 22, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Blue Ridge Mountain Room.

Monica Samayoa
Staff Writer

The Spring Fever 5K will mark 
its first appearance at Ferrum Col-
lege this year on March 26, 2011.
This event, which is being hosted 
at Ferrum College by the Rotaract 
Club and United Way, will be a race 
on Ferrum College’s campus. The 
proceeds will benefit both the United 
Way in Rocky Mount, VA and the 
Rotoract Club at Ferrum. 

“This event will benefit the Club 

Employee Recognition 
Dinner is March 22

First time Spring Fever 5K slated for March 26; 
planners hope it becomes an annual event

and the United Way. Credit Union is 
also a main sponsor by helping with 
the publicity, providing shirts and 
more,” coordinator, Roland Walters, 
said. 

With this event coming up quickly, 
Walters stated that the planning for 
this event began a month and a half 
ago. Advertising on TV, news shows 
have been beneficial to promote this 
event that is evolving rapidly.

At the event, prizes will be avail-
able such as trophies for the winners 
and gift cards will be given to random 

individuals. “The specific goal of this 
event is to have a good spring event, 
help support both the Rotoract Club 
and United Way, to hopefully have a 
good turn-out, and have more students 
involved in this event,” said Walters. 

This being its first year at Ferrum 
College, endurance and continuity 
of this event is on the minds of those 
involved with its planning. “With this 
being the first year, hopefully it will 
be successful so that it will continue 
throughout the years. The idea is to 
make this is an annual event,” Walters 

 This honorees are recognized for 
having reached a five-year increment 
of service, on a full-time service basis.  
Beginning with five years, recogni-
tion will go all the way to 45 for Tony 
Giesen, professor of math. Without 
these people, their hard work, and 
their dedication, our school would not 
be the amazing institution it is today. 
 Also receiving special recognition 
at the dinner are those who retired in 
2010. They too have made a positive 
impact on our school and have been 
part of making Ferrum such a success.
 Next time you’re in class, in the 
cafeteria, in your dorm building, or 
anywhere on campus and you see one 
of the fine Ferrum employees, be sure 
to thank them for all their hard work, 
long hours and their commitment they 
have made to our school!

cejones@ferrum.edu

Winning Spring Break 
photo taken in Spain

said. 
Pre-Registration ends March 25, 

and the cost is $25. Registration the 
day of the race costs $30. For Ferrum 
College students, the registration is 
$10. Registration forms are available 
online at http://rotaractfc.weebly.com. 
Turn in the forms at the Career Lead-
ership Center. The event will occur 
March 26, 2011 at 9 a.m. at Ferrum 
College. Registration will available 
from 7:45 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. 

msamayoa@ferrum.edu

Caitlin Fournier  is the winner of  the "I Heart Ferrum" Spring 
Break Photo Contest.  Caitlin is pictured above with her best friend 
from Ferrum, Gabby Dobbs.  The winning photo was taken during 
Gabby's spring break visit with Caitlin  in Ronda, Spain. Ronda is a 
town located 90 minutes south of Seville, Spain, and is where Caitlin is 
studying abroad this semester. Caitlin's photo received the most likes 
on the Ferrum College Facebook page.  The winning prize is a $50 gift 
certificate from the Ferrum College Bookstore.

photo from Ferrum College Facebook page

Zhu Wang
Staff Writer

All the seniors! Graduation is al-
most here - Are you ready?

On March 23, you have an oppor-
tunity to take care of your graduation 
“business” at one time, in one place.

Senior Salute will be held on Wed., 
March 23, from 3-6 p.m. in the Blue 
Ridge Mountain Room in Franklin 
Hall. Here, you can pick up your cap 
and gown, do your financial aid exit 
interview, check on your Student 
Account status, and talk about your 
employment status. Plus, it is the final 
time you will be able to vote for your 
senior class commencement speaker.

  Prizes will be provided for atten-
dance. Every senior there will have the 
chance to win great prizes, such as a 
free diploma frame, a digital camera, 
a basket of Ferrum goodies, a $50 
Sheetz gift certificate, a $50 Walmart 
gift certificate, or a $50 restaurant gift 
certificate. 

  Free food will also be provided. 
There will be an array of snacks and 
drinks to tempt your taste buds while 
you watch last year’s senior receive 
their diplomas at graduation.

  So, bring your senior friends, 
“brothers and sisters” and club or team 
members to join and enjoy the “Senior 
Salute” afternoon!

zwang@ferrum.edu

Senior Salute combines 
graduation business, fun
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Leyu Wang
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Ferrum held the first lockdown drill 
on February 17. This drill was held 
during a test of the Emergency Alert 
System.

Lockdown drills are means of prac-
ticing preparedness in a business (such 
as a school) in the event of an intruder 
or criminal act. Generally an an-
nouncement is given that the building 
is going on an immediate lockdown. 
At that point, all occupants present 
at the time of the drill go to a room 

and lock all doors and windows tight. 
They must remain still until a “clear 
signal” has been issued. If the emer-
gency is really life-threatening, then 
occupants present at the time of the 
emergency will evacuate to a meet-
ing zone well away from the premises 
(scene of the emergency).

During Ferrum’s lockdown, faculty 
were directed to lock classroom doors 
and slide a sheet of colored paper 
underneath to signal no problems in 
the classroom.  In the event of a real 
emergency, faculty would use a dif-
ferent color to indicate a problem in 

the classroom. If the faculty member 
did not slide out a sheet, emergency 
responders would presume that a 
problem existed in the classroom. 

Libby Legg, director of Campus 
Safety and chief of police, said, 
“historically in our country we 
practice fire drills in academic area. 
We haven’t had a student killed in an 
academic building over 100 year by 
fire, but we have students who have 
been killed because of gun shots. So 
we need to practice (for) that.”

According to Legg, Ferrum’s first 
drill went on quite well. As it was the 

first time, everything did not go per-
fectly, Legg said, but that’s the whole 
purpose – to target areas needing 
improvement.

Legg says the campus plans to hold 
this kind of drills every semester, 
just to make everyone starts thinking 
about emergency preparation. Legg 
also said, “It’s not our intent to alarm 
anyone, but the more we practice, the 
better we get.”

Bethany Lackey contributed to this 
article.

Ferrum holds first lockdown drill;
areas needing improvement targeted

Leyu Wang
Staff Writer

VITA Tax Prep is a team who help 
about 400 tax payers with their tax re-
turns each year. VITA stands for Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance, and it 
is made up of volunteers who provide 
free income tax preparation assistance 
to low-Income, elderly, disabled and 
limited English speaking people.

According to VITA’s website, 
they are a part of the program that is 

sponsored by the Internal Revenue 
Service, the U.S. tax system. The 
government, actually, is responsible 
for this program. The government 
provides training material, computers, 
and software to school advisors of the 
VITA program. Then advisors provide 
the training for students. The students 
put together the tax returns, and then 
advisors review them.

Professor Dave Sulzen is the VITA 
advisor for Ferrum College, and trains 
students to go out and help people 

with their taxes. 
“The students are doing it. They 

are the ones who are actually prepar-
ing the tax returns. They learn how 
to do the tax returns, the tax law, and 
so on. Working with some people and 
helping them do their tax returns also 
gives them the experience of working 
directly with the people and commu-
nity. So it is experiential learning.”

Locally, this service is done in two 
places. One is in here on campus, 
and the second is in Rocky Mount, 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
is available, prepared to serve, and free

at STEP, which is a social services 
agency. Students go to STEP twice per 
week and do tax returns for those who 
need help.

This service is also free to students 
on campus, and is held on Mondays 
and Thursdays at 6 p.m. in Beckham 
204. 

For more information, please 
contact Professor Sulzen  at dsulzen@
ferrum.edu.

lwang@ferrum.edu

Ferrum College faculty, staff, students
and friends take annual pilgrimage

to Holocaust Museum
The College's interdisciplinary 
Holocaust class made its an-
nual visit to the United States 
Memorial Holocaust Museum in 
Washington, D.C., on Tuesday, 
Feb. 15.  The course, coordinated 
by Dr. David Howell, associ-
ate professor of religion (center 
front), includes faculty from a 
wide range of academic disci-
plines, including religion, history, 
sociology, psychology, political 
science, Spanish, art, music, and 
literature.  The annual trip is an 
all-day excursion open not only 
to students and faculty in the 
course but also to other members 
of the community, as space per-
mits.  Photo by Marcia Horn. 

Stellar acting, musicians, directing make Aida a must-see
Juliet Stephenson

Special to The Iron Blade

“Aida” is a story of a timeless love 
between an enslaved Nubian princess 
and an Egyptian soldier. “Aida” is 
filled with great music written by El-
ton John, while Tim Rice’s lyrics grab 
your attention. 

Aida is played by Ashlee Arden, 
who gives a heart-wrenching portrayal 
of an enslaved princess. With her 
beautiful voice and epic portrayal of 
emotions, it is hard not to love Arden’s 

performance. 
Andrew Keller plays Radames, 

the Egyptian captain. He starts out as 
a rough captain who appears not to 
care about slaves, but you witness the 
change in him once he meets Aida. 
Keller’s is a remarkable performance. 

The chemistry between Aida and 
Radames is spectacular. When the two 
are together on stage, you felt their 
romance. You can feel their passion, 
their pain, and their happiness. 

While Radames’ love for Aida may 
be seen by the audience, it is not seen 

by his betrothed princess, Amneris. 
Damarah N. Reid does a great perfor-
mance as the selfish, oblivious Amn-
eris. She provides comic relief. 

The cast is filed with many more 
performers who do a fine job. 

I would be remiss not to mention 
the stellar job done by the stage band. 

Artistic and Musical directors Em-
ily Rose Tucker and Susan Spataro 
clearly know how to direct a play. 
”Aida” is one of the better plays I 
have seen at Ferrum College in recent 
years. I would like to see more work 

by these directors.
The only thing lacking in this show 

is the dance choreography. After a 
few minutes, it became clear this cast 
is not full of dancers. The only true 
dancers in this show are Krystal E. 
Lindo and Ashley N. Miles. Their 
dances are refreshing and remarkable. 

“Aida” is a must see. It is playing 
at the Sale Theatre Wednesday, March 
16 through Saturday, March 19 at 7:30 
p.m and Sunday, March 20 at 2 p.m.  
Members of the campus community 
are admitted free with a current i.d.
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Correction
On page 2 of the March 15 issue of the Iron Blade,  the by- 
line for the article, “What I wish I knew discussion  held in 
Panther’s Den,” should have been staff writer Zhu Cui Wang.

enjoyable and enriching experience. 
The college provides close to 1,500 
students with great opportunities and a 
wonderful education.
 With that said, let’s go back to 
that number mentioned above. To be 
more precise, there are 1,322 students 
currently enrolled for the spring 
semester at Ferrum College.
 With the many expensive 
construction projects currently going 
on here, the question I want to pose is, 
are these projects being done in order 
of priority?
 I have been hearing about some of 
the same problems the whole time I’ve 
been here: too few classrooms, and too 
few faculty members.
 So, when I heard about the new dorm 
building being built, I thought for sure 
that it wasn’t true. I thought Ferrum 
would certainly expand their classroom 
space and hire new professors for more 
classes first. But, I was wrong. I love 
that Ferrum is expanding and growing, 
but I’m not sure I agree with the order 

of things being done.
 Why would Ferrum get more 
students when we are already dealing 
with overcrowdedness?
 I realize that one of the goals for 
this college is to make it bigger – 
possibly a university, offering even 
higher education. However, is this 
being done with students’ academic 
needs in mind?
 Many people will read this and 
say, “In order to have more professors 
and classrooms, it takes more money. 
We will get that money from the new 
students.”
 This is where the priority problem 
lies. If we get more students, who 
will teach them? What classrooms 
are going to hold them? With the 
constantly rising tuition, I feel like 
there should be funds available to 
expand classroom space, even if that 
means holding off on new dorms for 
another year or putting the small but 
expensive projects aside.
 I also know that the Hank Norton 
Center, which is supposed to be 
completed next school year, will 
include several classrooms. But, 
will these few athletic department 
classrooms really help the growing 
problem of overcrowding?
 If there is a plan to add many more 
faculty members before the completion 
of the new dorms, then I certainly have 
not heard about it.

 In my short time here, I have seen 
students sitting in a corner of a large 
classroom with their notebooks in their 
laps, or sharing a desk or table corner 
because they came to an overcrowded 
classroom later than the other students. 
On a couple of occasions, I have been 
that student. It’s a game of musical 
chairs: if you’re slower to a seat than 
other students, then you’re out of luck.
 The rebuttal to this could possibly be, 
“Why didn’t you find room somewhere 
and squeeze in?” or “Why didn’t you 
get another desk or table put in?”
 The answer is simple: Should I have 
to?
 Should I really have to ask someone 
to scoot over and rub elbows with me 
through class, or should I have to ask 
for another desk or table in an already 
cramped classroom?
 I don’t think so. I feel like there 
should be enough classrooms and 
teachers to accommodate our current 
students before juggling more students.
 There is supposed to be an average 
of around 15 students per classroom, 
but in my two years here, only half or 
fewer of my classes have had fewer 

students than that.
 I understand that it could be worse, 
but I believe it could definitely be better. 
If there are going to be new students, 
there should be more classrooms and 
more teachers first.
 Sure, the numbers will look good 
to those outside, but what about the 
students, faculty, and staff already 
here?
 At  Ferrum College, we pride 
ourselves in our small classes and 
personable teachers. Teachers have 
been able to get close to students 
because of the small classes. Those 
things brought me here, and I’m sure 
that I’m not the only one. Many other 
students have been drawn here to a 
better learning environment, with 
smaller classrooms, and incredible 
faculty and staff, while paying a pretty 
penny to get these things.
 There are many reasons why I have 
always loved Ferrum. It is my hope 
that those small classes and personable 
teachers will always be a part of this 
beautiful campus. 

blackey@ferrum.edu

Ferrum’s Priority Problem:  sacrificing small student/
teacher ratios and class size to new growth and expansion

Movie Review
“Battle Los Angeles”: 

“Independence Day” mixed 
with “Black Hawk Down”

Dean Kohler
Staff Writer

The latest alien invasion on planet 
earth hit theaters this past weekend 
with “Battle: Los Angeles.” It stars 
Aaron Eckhart (“The Dark Knight,” 
“Thank You for Smoking”) as the lead 
character, and is packed with action, 
comedy, and drama. I had my mind in 
a very pessimistic form as I do with 
any alien invasion movie, considering 
they are very unrealistic and more or 
less have horrible acting. I was very 
much surprised that I walked out of 
the theater a huge fan of this picture.

Marine Staff Sergeant Michael 
Nantz (Aaron Eckhart) is a veteran 
amongst his peers and on the verge of 
retiring from service after an operation 
in Afghanistan went south. Soon after 
his retirement papers were signed, 
Nantz is asked to platoon one last 
group of soldiers in an effort to help 
evacuate the local civilians in Los 
Angeles. This last demand ends up 
being his biggest battle and thrusting 
him as the last shot of hope for Los 
Angeles. 

“Battle: Los Angeles,” as I already 

said, was a very pleasant surprise for 
me. After seeing many alien invasion 
movies bomb one after another, 
it drew me away from this genre. 
“District 9” was the last straw with me 
(And the only people I think liked it 
were “Lord of the Rings” worshipers 
who feel that Peter Jackson can do 
no wrong). For me, any movie with 

Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief

 I would like to 
start off by saying 
that I love Ferrum 
College. Being 
here the last two 
years has been an 
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Please complete the following checklist of items
to Reserve Your Place at Ferrum for Fall 2011:

Submit Your FAFSA & Complete Financial Aid Documents
Complete your FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov.ASAP.
The Financial Aid staff is already packaging awards for fall 2011.

Submit Your $250 Confirmation Deposit
Confirmation deposits can be paid by check or online at:
https://ferrumserver2.ferrum.edu/secure/bu/onlinestacctpay.asp

Make Your Housing Reservations
Housing sign-ups will begin in March.  Be on the lookout for
communications about how, when and where! 
Your $250 Confirmation Deposit must be paid before you can sign up.

Register for Your Fall Courses:  Registration Dates are April 4-6
Make an appointment to meet with your advisor.
Outstanding account balances must be paid prior to registering for 
classes.  Payments can be made by check or on line at:
http:www.ferrum.edu/studentaccts/

Keep up the good work for the rest
of the sping semester!  We look forward

to welcoming you back
to campus next fall.

Act Now!

for Fall 2011

aliens has to at least meet par with 
“Independence Day.” 

Now I’m not saying this movie 
was spot on with that comparison, 
but it came really close. Aaron 
Eckharts’ performance was solid 
and his supporting cast was very 
complimentary to his role, which was 

surprising given they are all young. 
Those who don’t prefer the hand held 
camera filming technique won’t care 
for the cinematography in this film, 
but I feel it was absolutely necessary 
in connecting the audience. I can’t say 
enough about this movie. The plot, the 
action, the special effects, and pretty 

much everything involved in this 
movie were excellent. 

Overall, I give this movie a 9 
out of 10 (which if you’ve read my 
other reviews, this is the highest 
rating yet). I don’t feel it’s equal to 
“Independence Day,” but it’s more 
of “Black Hawk Down” mixed 

with “Independence Day.” If you’re 
looking for a Sci-Fi thriller that won’t 
disappoint, I strongly suggest you take 
a chance with “Battle: Los Angeles.” 
It’ll blow you away.

dkohler@ferrum.edu


