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Sit back and fasten your seats 
because this year’s fall production 
will take you on a wild ride some of 
us have never been on…at least not 
yet!  An original production written 
by Drama Professor and Director of 
Visual and Performing Arts H.Wayne 
Bowman will debut on Nov. 11-14. 

  "The Crazy Quilt" is an absurd-
ist comedy-drama dealing with issues 
surrounding an aging American popu-
lation. The play chronicles the last 
days of a woman's life.

Bowman says, “I wrote this play 
while on sabbatical because I found 
myself and many of my friends were 
in the position of having to deal with 
the issues of an aging parent. They say 
to write about the things you know, so 
I wrote this play to examine the tur-
moil that has crept into my life over a 
decade of caring for an aging parent.”

While this play is not about anyone 
in particular, it is about everyone in 
general. Many of the Theater/Visual 
and Performing Arts students that 
are helping with this production have 
been working extremely hard over the 
past couple of weeks and cannot wait 
to open this show and perform in front 
of a live audience.

Bowman says, “The students have 
done a fine job of interpreting the 

Material for Wayne Bowman's "Crazy Quilt" 
found in the fragile fabric of life

characters and the emotions in the mo-
ments. The imaginary people and crea-
tures in the play serve to help the real 
people come to grips with the end of 
life issues that we all have in common. 
There are three cats that I will admit 
are modeled on my own and there is a 
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 The Holocaust Day of Remem-
brance and Promise will be held this 
year on Tuesday, November 9, at 7 
p.m. in the Panther’s Den.   It has 
become an annual event at Ferrum.

Dominique Joyner
Staff Writer

 With the fall semester rapidly com-
ing to an end, students will soon be 
pre-registering for the spring semes-
ter. Seniors register on Nov. 8 in the 
morning and juniors in the afternoon. 
Sophomores are to register on Nov. 9, 
and freshmen on Nov. 10.
 As the spring semester approaches, 
it is suggested that students meet with 
their advisors to discuss what classes 
are necessary for the spring semester. 
“Obviously, it is important for stu-

 Holocaust is a word of Greek origin 
that means “sacrifice by fire.” The Na-
zis came into power in January 1933, 
and they believed that their race was 
superior to every other race. The Nazis 
were considered a threat to the Ger-
man race.   
 Jews were not the only race that 

was targeted during this evil era. 
Other races such as gypsies, disabled 
people, Slavic people, Russians, 
homosexuals, and  other groups were 
killed because of political views, be-
havioral characteristics, and religions. 

Holocaust Day of Remembrance 
and Promise began at Ferrum as an 

idea from students in the Holocaust 
course to promote tolerance and diver-
sity.  It has been an ongoing event that 
has lasted for about 6 years. Holocaust 
Day of Remembrance and Promise 
is held each year around this time to 

2010 Holocaust Day of Remembrance and Promise
marks 72nd anniversary of Kristallnacht

Winter is approaching; prepare for spring semester
dents to consider the requirements of 
their major and minor, as well as the 
general education requirements,” said 
Beth Shively, assistant registrar.  
  “What is expected for students in 
the spring semester is nothing differ-
ent from what’s expected in the fall 
semester,” Shively continued. In other 
words, all students are expected to see 
their advisors to discuss a schedule, 
which the advisor enters electronically. 
  Several new courses, including 
e-term courses, will be offered for 
the first time this spring, and two new 
majors are beginning to offer classes.

 Environmental Planning and 
Design (B.S. degree) and Democ-
racy, Justice, and Civic Engagement 
(B.A.) have been added as majors in 
the last two years. The first DJC class, 
Practicing Democracy, Justice, and 
Civic Engagement (DJC 202), will 
be offered this spring.  Several EPD 
courses including the introductory 
class (202) are on the spring schedule.
 In addition, the former Physi-
cal Education and Health major was 
revised during 2009-10 and renamed 
"Health and Human Performance" 
(HHP).  HHP 330, Coaching the Ath-

lete, will be offered for the first time.
 The Boone Honors Program 
unveiled two new courses this year, 
HON 205 (Decision-Making and 
Problem-Solving with Mathematics) 
in Fall 2010 and HON 216 (The Six-
ties) in Spring 2011.
 Two new e-term courses are slated:  
Theatre Arts 414, Theatre in New 
York City; and Science 205, Chemis-
try of Art.  
 In addition, French courses are 
back on the schedule after a break of 
several years. 

djoyner@ferrum.edu
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dog that lived next door to me when I 
was a child. The incidents depicted in 
the play are pure fiction drawn from 
all the stories swirling around the 
baby boomers,” said Bowman.

“There are some very funny mo-
ments in the play that are meant to 

make the audience laugh then think, 
but the play is built on the premise 
that life can be funny and difficult at 
the same time. While entertaining, the 
play reminds us that the things that 

Cast members of the fall drama production "The Crazy Quilt"
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remember Kristallnacht, which stands 
for “the night of broken glass.” This 
event happened on Nov. 9-10 1938, 
when the Nazis used undercover of-
ficials to destroy and loot Jewish hish 
businesses and temples, breaking glass 
in the process; thus the name, Kristall-
nacht. This is a good time to observe 
the ideas of tolerance and diversity.
 This year, Holocaust Day of Re-
membrance and Promise is working in 

conjunction with the college’s theme. 
The event will be an observation of 
the legacy left by those who have 
empowered others through creating 
networks such as those that helped 
victims of the Holocaust. In Germany, 
there were networks used to hide, 
rescue, and keep people alive during 
the Holocaust. 
 People today network to help sur-
vivors share their stories. Marcia Horn 

(Professor of English-retired) has been 
networking to videotape people who 
need to tell their story. “ I want to be 
there mouthpiece, I want to keep their 
memory alive,” Horn says.  
 Spring semester, the Holocaust 
course will be available and it counts 
as sociology and history credits. The 
class can be found in the catalog as 
Humanities 200/300.  It is taught by 
ten faculty members and is considered 

to be multidisciplinary. 
 The Roberts Hall basement fea-
tures a display of tiles made by former 
students and  dedicated to this event.
 Nell Fredericksen is an artist that 
helps students create these tiles. Each 
tile interprets what each student felt 
about the Holocaust.  Also, go see the 
Holocuast Memorial Garden, between 
Roberts and the bookstore. 

rholiday@ferrum.edu
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 Like many students from far away, 
Senior Corey Brooks considered trans-
ferring out of Ferrum to be closer to 
her family and home. The Vermont na-
tive admits it was difficult only being 
able to see her family during Christ-

mas and the summer, but Brooks says 
she has grown to love Ferrum and the 
people here.

 When she graduated from high 
school, Brooks decided to take a year 
off to decide what she actually wanted 
to do with her life. Brooks had consid-
ered going to college, but didn’t feel 
like any of the places she had been 
accepted were places she had a desire 
to enroll. 

"I wanted to get out of Vermont and 
meet new people, and while I did get 
in to some out of state schools, it was 
no where I was really excited to go," 
Brooks said.

Once fall came, Brooks began 
looking into more schools and found 
Ferrum while browsing online. The 
next summer, Brooks visited Ferrum 
and fell in love. Although Ferrum 
was supposed to be a test to see if she 
could make it away from home, it 
ended up being much more than that.

Her career at Ferrum has not been 
withoiut adventure.

 Halloween of 2009, Brooks and a 
few of her closest friends from Ferrum 
went to Virginia Tech to see "The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show" live. 

Although the group had an amazing 
time, the trip home was not what they 
had expected.

While driving down Ferrum Moun-
tain Road late that night, Brooks and 
her friends began talking about how 
perfect the setting would be for a hor-
ror movie, imagining that just around 
the corner, a killer awaited them.

Going through the next curve, the 
ladies saw glowing eyes. The driver 
stomped on her brakes as all of them 
screamed. "It turned out it was a pos-
sum that was probably more scared 
than we were, but I will never forget 
that night," Brooks said.

Although Ferrum has left her with 
a few scary and humorous memories, 
it has also provided her with a passion 
for Russian. With an English and Rus-
sian double major, Brooks is hoping 
to work with Russian translations after 
graduation.

The Russian program was some-
thing Brooks had never thought of 
when she first came to Ferrum. She 
had hoped to continue taking French, 
but decided to choose Russian after 
finding out French classes were not 
offered at that time.

Brooks soon fell in love with the 
language and culture, giving most of 
the credit for that to Russian Profes-
sor Sasha Saari. "Professor Saari is 
so passionate in her teaching of the 
language and everything to do with 
Russia that it is contagious," Brooks 
said.

Brooks doesn’t believe that she 
picked the major, but that the major 
picked her. 

Looking forward to graduation, 
Brooks still is not completely sure 
where she is headed, but going to 
graduate school for a masters in pub-
lishing is one of Brooks’ goals. The 
school she really wants to attend is in 
England, but it will not be accepting 
applications until Fall 2011. 

Brooks now feels that her cur-
rent situation is similar to the one she 
faced when she graduated from high 
school. Only time will tell whether 
history will repeat itself and end with 
Brooks being accepted to another col-
lege in an unfamiliar place or whether 
she will travel down a different road 
that she has yet to come across.

smking@ferrum.edu
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 As the fall sports season is wrap-
ping up, it is time to take a look at the 
upcoming Ferrum Panther basketball 
season. Last year, the team finished 
with a record of 10-16 with an early 

playoff exit, but this year should be a 
different story. The USA South Coach-
ing Poll, that came out Wednesday, 
Oct. 20, has the Ferrum Panthers tak-
ing the division and winning the title 
this year. This could be very possible 
if the Panthers stay healthy and work 
well as a team. 

 This year, Coach Bill Tharp is 
returning 14 of 17 players from the 
men's basketball squad last year. Of 
the 14 players returning, two are 
three-time all conference selections: 
senior Derek Mitchell and wingman 
Keith Crump. 
 This year’s squad will undoubtedly 

bring a lot of excitement to Swartz 
Gymnasium and draw plenty of fans 
to the stands. 
 The men's basketball squad  will 
scrimmage against Lynchburg College 
on November 15 at home.  

olove@ferrum.edu

Recent basketball poll prediction:
Panthers will take division title
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use to bother us often become the stuff 
that makes us laugh. Some issues are 
so difficult to handle that all we can do 
is laugh,” Bowman says. 

This play is meant to remind us 
that “Where you are, I once was, and 
where I am, you soon will soon be.” 
Bowman says. “If we are lucky, we 
will all reach venerable old age, but 
we all need to be reminded that we 
will need help along the way.” Bow-
man says that he had revised the 
Ferrum motto: “I like to think about it 
in terms of “no self without others.” 

Health problems are the first things 
that hit families. It can start with a fall 
and grow to diabetes, hypo or hyper 
thyroid, mini-strokes, Parkinson’s, 
Alzheimer’s. There is a pill for this 
and a pill for that and pretty soon there 
is a pill for everything until there are 

twenty or more pills that cover every 
malady that afflicts the elderly.

Bowman says, “I have the feeling 
that most people feel isolated in deal-
ing with the many problems that they 
face during the time they are trying 
to balance life and work, and forget 
about a social life. Those whom I have 
talked to about their experiences in-
dicate that they feel guilty taking any 
time for themselves.

"Time and again I have heard 
old people say, ‘I never thought this 
would happen to me.’  They say that, 
even though they went through it a 
generation ago with their own fam-
ily members. The largest slice of the 
population pie is quickly aging. That 
population is going to require care. In 
a stressful culture, families are hard 
pressed to deal with the issues alone,” 

Bowman continued.
“The aging population is less and 

less able to stand up for themselves 
or speak up for themselves. We are 
instructed to do that for them in the 
Bible in Proverbs 31: 8-9. I haven’t 
looked, but I would almost guarantee 
that the same instructions are ex-
pressed by the other great religions. 

Why a comedy about such a dif-
ficult family issue? Bowman says, 
“The more you laugh, the less you cry. 
We need to encourage families to find 
the relief they need in order to make 
it through what will be a long-term 
social imperative.”

Bowman says that he hopes the 
play will bring relief to those who 
have endured or are in the middle of 
the emotional storm of dealing with 
aging. 

Bowman’s message to everyone is, 
“You are not alone and there is help 
out there. Look for the social services 
in your community that are provided 
through your doctor, hospitals and 
social services provided directly 
to the elderly. According to Bow-
man there are two important things 
to remember,“Treat the elderly with 
respect, and give yourself a break.”

The play will be performed in Sale 
Theatre on Thursday, Friday, and Sat-
urday (Nov. 11-13) at 7 p.m. and on 
Sunday, Nov. 14, at 2 p.m.  Bowman 
notes that the play is "rated PG-13" 
and not appropriate for small children.  
For more information please contact 
Wayne Bowman at (540) 365-4338 or 
e-mail him at wbowman@ferrum.edu.

cpando@ferrum.edu
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  John Wells

What sport do you play? 
What was the highlight of your team’s season?

James Flynn

(Men’s Soccer)  Coach Pauly’s 
awesome pre-game speeches.

Weston Shrapshire

(Men’s Soccer)  Going to Thomas 
Robinson’s house for dinner.

Willie Taylor

(Football)  Having a chance to play
with my teammates.

Ryan Throckmorton

(Golf)  At the Tom Kinder Memorial 
tournament, we shot back-to-back 309s for 
a total of 618.  That was the highest finish 

since I have been here.

Kara Pegram
(Women’s Soccer)  Making Ferrum
history, getting a home-seed in the

playoffs, and breaking records.

Andrew Maxwell
(Men’s Soccer)  Beating Shenandoah

to earn a spot in the conference
tournament.

Morgan Madonna

(Women’s Soccer)  Winning eleven 
Games compared to only winning three 

games last season.

Thomas Porter

(Football)  The highlight of our season 
was beating Shenandoah, 56-20.

Casey Johnson

(Women’s Soccer)  Getting third place in 
regular season and having home seed for 

the playoffs.
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Opinion/Editorial

Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief

I don’t really know why they 
keep saying the semester is “winding 
down.” To me, it seems that 
everything is just now ramping up. I 
know my workload has gotten much 
greater, and sometimes it just gets 
hard to deal with everything.  I can’t 
stop thinking in psychology terms, 
because of all my psych classes. For 
example, the weight of my book bag 
is positively correlated with my stress 
level.  

I really want to be a counselor 
“when I grow up,” which is supposed 

to happen really soon. It seems that 
when I tell people about my potential 
profession, they automatically think I 
can read their minds or that I only talk 
to “crazy people.” There is definitely 
a stigma towards people who go to 
counseling. 

I was on the phone with a friend 
last week who said, “Don’t think 
I’m crazy or anything, but I see a 
counselor because my relationship just 
ended.” Of course I didn’t think she 
was crazy. That’s a good thing! Why 
is it such a bad thing to have someone 
unbiased to talk to? A counselor is 
someone who does not know you (in 
most cases) and can look at issues that 

End the stigma associated with seeing a counselor 
you face from a different perspective. 

I know there have been many, 
many times in my life I’ve wanted, 
and even needed, someone like that. 
In some of these cases, I did go to my 
counselor for advice. Sometimes I just 
wanted to talk, and sometimes I truly 
needed advice. Either way, I have 
never felt like “a crazy person.” Every 
one of us feels like certain aspects 
of our lives are tangled and stressful 
sometimes. 

This is why Ferrum has 
implemented Mental Health Mondays. 
An email goes out every week with 
helpful advice on different issues 
students may be dealing with. But 

sometimes an email and a little 
unsolicited advice are not enough. 
This is why there is also a campus 
counselor at the Health Center, so 
make your appointment when things 
feel like they are getting out of hand.

As my senioritis progresses, I will 
probably want someone to talk to. 
Eventually, I may see the campus 
counselor, and I guarantee I will feel 
much better afterwards – without 
feeling like a crazy person. 

Bottom line: talking to a counselor 
is not a bad thing - it’s normal. Help 
end the stigma. </stigma>

blackey@ferrum.edu

Glenn Thompson
Senior Staff Writer

Where have all the manners gone?  
I was raised in a time when 

courtesy towards everyone was not an 
exception.  It was and is an obligation 
that each of us has to the other.   If this 
makes me a dinosaur—so be it.  Roar!  

Over the past few weeks I have 
watched three politicians engaged 

in a local election practice the art of 
discourtesy to the point of making 
it a science.    They used to call it 
mud-slinging.  Now, like monkeys in 
the zoo, they are throwing their own 
wastes at each other.  

I should not be surprised, I 
know.  When the new president was 
addressing the august body of our 
legislature, something I had observed 
on television for many years and 

presidents, one of the members 
heckled him; out loud and on the air.  
In previous years, his fellows would 
have demanded his removal.  Here, 
many hailed him as hero.

The same politicians and media 
celebrities who screamed “Treason!” 
during the previous administration 
when anyone dared to even criticize 
the president, now think nothing of 
encouraging everyone to demonstrate 
their dissatisfactions by engaging in 
the most ill-mannered behaviors and 
commentary possible.  

I have borne witness to over a half-
century of elections at all levels of 
government and been an active citizen 
voter for the past thirty-eight years.  I 
learned as both a soldier and a citizen 
to respect the rank or office, even if 
you disagree with the one holding 
it—and to always show that respect in 
courtesy.

With the worst of examples 
coming from those in positions of 
leadership, it is no surprise to find 
a lack of simple civility insinuated 
within and without our society.  As 
a non-traditional college student, 
I often find myself learning from 
professors younger than my own 
children.  I try to offer them the same 
respect I give to their older peers, and 
am disheartened when I hear other 

students being directly disrespectful 
to any of their instructors, regardless 
of reason.  I often wonder about the 
previous schools they attended, and if 
this same behavior would have been 
deemed acceptable.  I think not.

For those of you who may think 
that manners are of no consequence, 
and that behavioral faux pas here 
will one day be entirely past you, be 
warned.  Many of you will one day 
leave here and go on to government 
jobs and military positions—or 
even corporate employment—often 
requiring background investigations 
and security clearances.  One such 
requirement for a government position 
I once held obliged the FBI to conduct 
interviews of a large selection of my 
previous school teachers, including 
my ninth grade science teacher, a man 
I had not seen in over a decade.  

Let this heathen give you a bit of 
Christian advice.

Take that Golden Rule you have 
had projected at you the entirety of
your existence and apply it to 
all aspects of your life.  Add to 
the entreaty “Do unto others,” 
—speaking, writing, and thinking; and 
start right now.

gthompson@ferrum.edu   

On the dying art of courtesy 

Owen Love
Staff Writer 

 “Paranormal Activity 2” may not 
be as enticing from the beginning as 
some movies, but in the end it will 
leave you as satisfied as the first. For 
those who haven’t seen or heard of 
Paranormal Activity, I will catch you 
up. 
 The first “Paranormal Activity” 
was about a young couple that was 
living in their house and was hearing 
weird noises at night. The boyfriend, 
named Micah, bought a video camera 
and started to record what was 
happening at night. The audience 
saw unexplained actions like the door 
closing by itself, loud stomps coming 
up the stairs, and other unexplained 
phenomenon. 
 The sequel picks up a couple of 
days before the first one happened, so 

if you haven’t seen the first one, go 
watch it before seeing the second. 
 The sequel begins with a family 
that just had a baby boy named 
Hunter who was coming home from 
the hospital. The next day, the whole 
house is trashed and it looks like a 
robbery, but nothing is stolen, so the 
husband gets five surveillance cameras 
put around the house to watch what is 
happening. 
 Like the first one, nothing 
really happens in the beginning 
and you have to wait for it to start 
getting good and to start seeing the 
paranormal behavior. Although you 
may be disappointed with the start, 
“Paranormal Activity 2” is going to 
satisfy you with its end, making it 
a great choice to watch on the big 
screen in theaters.

olove@ferrum.edu

“Paranormal Activity 2” 
ending makes slow start 
worth admission price


