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 In 2006, Ferrum students started 
the group called Ferrum freaks, head-
ed by their advisor Mike Ferguson, 
assistant director of dining services 
and a Ferrum alumnus. The Ferrum 
Freaks is a group of Ferrum students 
who attend all the sporting events, 
love and support all the sports teams, 
and want faculty and staff to be a part 
of the Panther experience.
 The Ferrum Freaks came to be 
one day at a basketball game. Mike 
Ferguson was attending a home game 
against Greensboro, and there were 
more visitors than students in atten-

dance. He says he was shocked at how 
uninspired the Panthers were, so he 
sent out a campus e-mail.  
  Some 15 to 20 students were cheer-
ing the Panthers on at the next home 
game, trying to get the other Panthers 
and basketball teams pumped up. It 
was a double header, and by half-time 
they were tied. By the third quarter, 
Ferrum was up by three points. A se-
curity guard approached the group and 
said that they needed to quiet down 
or they would be kicked out. They 
ignored what the security guard said 
and continued to cheer. The men’s and 
women’s basketball teams won their 
games that night.  

Stephen Washington
Staff Writer

 September 2010 will see the 18th 
annual Student Leadership Confer-
ence.  The Student Leadership Confer-
ence has been held at Ferrum College 
since 1992.  This year’s conference 
will be held September 26, from 1-5 
p.m., in Garber Hall. 
 Kate Hersey, coordinator of Stu-
dent Development and the Bonner 

Program, heads the Student Leader-
ship Conference.  
 The purpose of the Student Leader-
ship Conference is to help students 
gain experience, and to assist them in 
preparing them for their future profes-
sional endeavors.  In its 18 years at 
Ferrum College, the Student Leader-
ship Conference has helped students to 
reach out with other students and staff, 
and has also been a huge opportunity 
for students to get involved more 

College to break ground on Hank Norton Center
New athletic facility will offer 
state of the art training and fitness 
space, classrooms and staff offices.

John Carlin
Public Relations Director

 Ferrum College announced plans 
today for a new athletic center to be 
named for retired coach Hank Norton, 
Ferrum’s renowned former athletic 
director and championship football 
coach. The $5.5 million dollar facil-
ity will serve the men’s and women’s 
outdoor athletic teams and offer state 
of the art training facilities, a weight 
room, classrooms and offices for 
coaching staff.
 “We are so pleased to add the Hank 
Norton Center to the outstanding fa-
cilities Ferrum offers to our students,” 
said President Jennifer Braaten. “The 
Center will offer enhanced opportu-
nities for all of our student-athletes, 

including space for classroom instruc-
tion in the areas of athletic training, 
sports medicine and health sciences, 
and additional offices for our dedicat-
ed coaching staff. For the large num-
bers of our students who participate in 
athletics, the Hank Norton Center will 
be a welcome and much needed addi-
tion to campus.”
 “This is an important step in the 
history of Ferrum College,” said Sam 
Lionberger, Jr., chair of the Board of 
Trustees. “We are we adding a first 
class facility to our campus and at 
the same time honoring a legend-
ary coach, mentor and friend of the 
Ferrum family. This project signifies 
the commitment from the trustees to 
the president, faculty, staff, alumni 
and especially current students to stay 

ahead of the curve and increase Pan-
ther pride.”
  The 29,000 square foot facility, 
designed by Mark W. Smith AIA of 
Craddock Cunningham Architectural 
Partners, will feature a brick façade 
and will be located adjacent to Adams 
Stadium. Frith Construction Company 
of Martinsville has been awarded the 
construction contract.   The ground 
floor will house classrooms, locker 
space and a weight room, while the 
first floor will feature the Ferrum Col-
lege Sports Hall of Fame and house 
offices for coaches, a kitchenette, and 
shower facilities for referees and other 
game officials.
 “A facility like the Hank Norton 
Center will allow us to better train our 
current student- athletes,” said Ath-

letic Director Abe Naff. “And it will 
give us a better opportunity to recruit 
students who want to continue their 
athletic careers after high school. In 
this day and age, student athletes are 
looking for this type of facility when 
they choose their college.”
  Senior Woman Adminstrator and 
women’s softball head coach Vickie 
Van Kleeck agreed: “We want to 
continue Ferrum’s great success in 
Division III athletics. This will help us 
recruit and serve the best students for 
the program.”
 Hank Norton, who served as 
head football coach from 1960 to 
1993, said he was both honored and 
pleased. “I’ve had more honors than 

18th annual Student Leadership Conference slated
with the college.  “The purpose of the 
Student Leadership Conference is to 
try to engage students, and apply the 
experience that they have as a student 
to everyday life,” says Hersey.  
 The Student Leadership Confer-
ence also provides gains for the 
students such as, experience and lead-
ership skills.  “As a Student you are 
always learning, and there are always 
going to be conferences, and network-
ing is an important skill to have to 

continue personal and professional 
development,” Hersey says.  “It is also 
important for students to become com-
fortable with networking because it is 
the first stop in getting young people 
into the professional world, and it also 
gives them the ability to take advan-
tage of opportunities that may come 
their way.” 

  Mike Ferguson decided to send 
another campus-wide e-mail on join-
ing the Ferrum Freaks. Ten students 
showed up to the meeting. 
 Today, faculty and staff are also a 
part of the Ferrum Freaks. Working 
closely with the SGA, the Ferrum 
Freaks’ busiest event is Homecoming.  
  This year, Mike Ferguson and the 
Ferrum Freaks plan on raising funds 
for away sports games that they can-
not attend. When he cannot attend 
home games, Ferguson says he gets 
away from his work for a few min-
utes, just to see how the teams are 
doing before going back to work. 
 “We are determined to make 

Ferrum Freaks a recognized club,” 
Ferguson says.  At the club fair this 
year, the Ferrum Freaks had four 
pages of people interested in joining 
or curious about what they do. As of 
September 2010, in Ferguson's 5th 
year as advisor, there are 50 members, 
with the Ferrum Freaks.  
  In previous years, when families 
would attend the games, the Ferrum 
Freaks would give away plaques 
and trophies to the families for their 
support and dedication to the Ferrum 
Panthers. Mr. Ferguson is considering 
requesting special seats for those par-
ents that support the Ferrum Panthers. 

ecrosby@ferrum.edu

Ferrum Freaks:  membership is strong;
plans are big; goals are high

see SLC page 6
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John Wells
Senior Staff Writer 

 Come out to Vaughn Chapel every 
Monday to worship  and listen to uplift-
ing music at The Church program. Every 
Monday, Rev. Wes Astin will be holding 
this program for the campus to come out 
and worship. Each week,  Astin preaches 
a new sermon from the Bible. 
 This program is offered to help uplift 

I deserve," said Norton, from his 
home in Deltaville. “This isn’t about 
me. It’s about Ferrum College. We’ve 
come so far from the days when our 
punter stood in the middle of Route 40 
in order to kick the ball. This is a great 
accomplishment for the College.” 
 Norton won four national cham-

the soul and to bring the Ferrum College 
community together as a family.    
 The Church is Ferrum College’s 
weekly worship experience on campus. 
The name is derived from the under-
standing that "the church” is "the body 
of Christ," Astin said, and as we gather 
from various faith traditions, we come 
together as “one” in Christ. 
 The service is led by Ferrum’s Wor-
ship Team and EKKLESIA, which is the 

Greek word for “church.” Each week, 
they will have a time of pre-praise mu-
sic followed by a time of worship with 
song and Word.  Offerings are received 
each week to assist the ministries of 
the campus and a designated mission 
emphasis.
 This week’s sermon was  on humility 
and hospitably from Luke, chapter 14. 
The sermon was based on how  Ferrum 
as a community needs to be humble  to 

others and to be hospitable towards oth-
ers who may have different views and 
beliefs. 
 The Church meets weekly in Vaughn 
Chapel at 7:00 p.m. with Pre-Praise at 
6:45 p.m.. So come out and support 
The Church and visit Vaughn Chapel 
on Monday nights.

jwells@ferrum.edu

"The Church" offers something spiritual 
and something new every Monday night

CENTER from page 1
pionships at Ferrum when the school 
was a Junior College. At the Division 
III level, Norton’s teams enjoyed five 
undefeated regular seasons, and nine 
seasons with just one loss. He served 
as Athletic Director from 1965 to1985 
and from 1989 to1993.
 Work on the Hank Norton Cen-

John Carlin
Public Relations Director

Ferrum College has set another 
record in fall enrollment numbers, the 
fifth consecutive year of significant 
growth. Ferrum welcomed over 600 
new students for the new academic 
year, increasing total enrollment to 
more than 1,450 for the first time in 
25 years. “We continue to see fami-
lies who believe in a quality Ferrum 
College education,” said Gilda Woods, 
Director of Admissions.  “We are very 
appreciative that our students and their 
families recognize the value we offer 
at Ferrum in terms of our academic 
programs, facilities, amenities and 
services.”

Enrollment for 2010-2011 is over 
55 percent higher than in 2004, when 

Ferrum President Jennifer Braaten, 
first initiated an enrollment strategy 
that included improved facilities, more 
direct communication with prospec-
tive students and a strengthened 
academic plan.   “We offer our stu-
dents a beautiful campus nestled in a 
gorgeous mountain setting, state of the 
art technology, and a broad array of 
curricular and extra-curricular activi-
ties,” says Braaten. “And we have an 
outstanding group of faculty, adminis-
trators and staff who are committed to 
our students.” Braaten sais she was es-
pecially proud of some of the “green” 
initiatives on campus that call for a 
proposed biomass boiler, to assist with 
heating and energy, a “farm-to-table” 
program that aims for 50-percent of all 
food served on campus to come from 
local sources, and a plan to engage 

students in a campus-wide energy sav-
ing competition.

The College is opening the aca-
demic year with new and enriched 
programs in areas such as Envi-
ronmental Planning and Develop-
ment; Graphic Design; Eco-tourism; 
Health and Human Performance; 
and Democracy, Justice and Civic 
Engagement.  These offerings, along 
with popular majors in environmen-
tal science, business administration, 
criminal justice, teacher education and 
pre-professional science, comprise a 
vigorous academic program that draws 
prospective students and culminates in 
well- prepared graduates with multiple 
career and graduate school choices.

The new men’s lacrosse team will 
begin NCAA Division III play this 
fall. “We will have a full roster of 

players,” said Athletic Director Abe 
Naff. We may be a start-up program, 
but we’ve had ample interest from 
high quality players from as far away 
as Texas and Colorado. We believe 
Ferrum will field a strong team in its 
inaugural year,” said Naff.

To accommodate growth, several 
apartment-style residence halls have 
been added to campus in the last five 
years. In addition, Papa John’s res-
taurant opened in 2010 in the food 
court area of Franklin Hall, next to the 
popular Subway restaurant. “We con-
tinue to upgrade our offerings to give 
our students what they need,” says 
President Braaten. “We also remain 
highly competitive as one of the most 
affordable private colleges in Virginia 
because of our strong financial aid/
work study program.” 

Ferrum College marks another year
of record enrollment

Press Release
 

On Saturday, September 25, three 
Roanoke museums will offer free 
admission to visitors presenting a 
Museum Day Ticket. The Ticket is 
available for free and easily accessi-
ble. On that day, the History Museum 
of Western Virginia, O. Winston Link 
Museum, and the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation join the Smithsonian 
Institution in its celebration of culture 
and learning, for everyone.

The Museum Day Ticket can be 
found in this month’s Smithsonian 
magazine and online at www.smith-
sonian.com/museumday.  Visitors 
who present the official pass get free 
admission for two people to one par-
ticipating museum or cultural venue. 
One ticket is permitted per household, 
per email address. 

Museum Day 2010 is poised to be 

the largest to date, outdoing last year’s 
record-breaking event.  Over 300,000 
museum-goers and 1,300 venues in all 
50 states, the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico participated in Museum 
Day 2009. Listings and information 
about all participating museums for 
2010 can be found at www.smithson-
ian.com/museumday, along with the 
downloadable pass.

“We have a good relationship with 
the Smithsonian Institution and are 
delighted to participate in the Smith-
sonian’s Museum Day program,” said 
Virginia Museum of Transportation 
executive director Beverly T. Fitzpat-
rick, Jr. “We’re in the planning stage 
to improve our facility, our exhibits 
and our visitor experience, and we’re 
remarkably fortunate to be working 
with William L. Withuhn, curator 
emeritus at the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s National Museum of American 

History. With over 25 years experi-
ence at the Smithsonian, he is consid-
ered the nation’s top transportation 
exhibition planner and developer.”

The Virginia Museum of Transpor-
tation is the Official Transportation 
Museum of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, and home to renowned steam 
locomotives and other rail equip-
ment, model trains, and antique cars. 
It is located in the historic Norfolk & 
Western freight station at 303 Norfolk 
Avenue SW, Roanoke. Open Monday-
Saturday 10-5 and Sunday 1-5. (540) 
342.5670.  Site is www.vmt.org.  

The O. Winston Link Museum 
is a short stroll away via the Goode 
Railwalk which offers rail-themed 
exhibits along the route. Located in 
the restored Norfolk & Western pas-
senger station, the museum is devoted 
to the extraordinary photography of 
the late O. Winston Link. 101 Shenan-

doah Ave., Roanoke, VA 24016. Open 
Monday-Sunday 10-5. (540) 982-
5465. The museum web site is www.
linkmuseum.org.   

Also nearby on the third floor of 
the Center in the Square on Roanoke’s 
Historic Farmers’ Market, the His-
tory Museum of Western Virginia 
hosts permanent and traveling exhibits 
about the history of the Roanoke area 
and the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. One Market Square, Roanoke 
VA 24011. Open Tuesday–Friday 
10–4, Saturday 10–5 and Sunday 1–5. 
540/342-5770.  The site is www.his-
tory-museum.org.  

For more information, contact Fran 
Ferguson, Virginia Museum of Trans-
portation at fferguson@vmt.org or 
Jeanne Bollendorf, History Museum 
of Western Virginia and O. Winston 
Link Museum, at director.hswv@cox.
net.   

Three Roanoke museums celebrate
Smithsonian Magazine’s 6th Annual Museum Day

with an offer of free admission

ter will begin immediately follow-
ing a ceremonial ground breaking, 
scheduled for at 1 p.m. on October 
2, just prior to the Ferrum Panther’s 
homecoming football matchup with 
North Carolina Wesleyan College. The 
project is scheduled for completion in 
late 2011.

 Videotaped statements from Presi-
dent Braaten and Coach Norton are 
available on the Ferrum College You 
Tube channel. It can be viewed by vis-
iting www.ferrum.edu and clicking on 
the Ferrum College YouTube channel.

jcarlin@ferrum.edu
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  Amber Stoakley

If you could give one piece of advice to new 
Ferrum students, what would it be?

Stephanie Ortega

Go to all of your classes.

Dominique Hollier

Don’t party so much.

Sam Richards

If you want to succeed in your first year, 
do your homework and try to make it 

to every class.

Cannon Morris

Make sure you stay on top 
of your schoolwork.

Chris Mundy

Pay attention to time.

Briana Pyles

The beginning of the school year is the 
best time to make new friends, so don’t 

let the opportunity pass you by.

Jason Brooks

Go to all of your classes.

Jamarcus Mumford

DON’T GO HOME!

Monica Samayoa

Don’t feel overwhelmed when you’re in new 
surroundings because there are other people 

that feel the same way.  If you bond with those 
people, you’ll feel better being in a new place.
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Editor-in-Chief

Welcome back students, faculty 
and staff. While the summer was 
great for most, many welcome college 
life back with open arms. Ferrum is 
now buzzing with new friends, new 
gossip, new freshmen (and transfers), 
new roommates, and new schedules. 
All of us students are getting used to 
our classes as the professors are just 
getting used to us. 

The first few weeks have brought 
about many walk-by conversations for 
all: 

“Hey, how was your summer?” 
“Great! How was yours?” 
“Awesome! Good to see you.” 
“You too.”
We are getting nestled into our 

new seats that we have claimed as 
our own in each of our classes, and 
we are breathing the cooler air as we 
walk across the quad. Fall is symbolic 
of change, and this seems appropriate 
considering all of the changes here on 
campus. With all of the new things to 
do this semester, if you cannot find 
something fun and productive to do, 
then you are probably not looking 
hard enough.

We have more students on campus 

this year than any other year in the 
past 25! Ferrum enrollment has gone 
up to almost 1,500. This means that 
there are more opportunities to make 
friends everywhere you go. There will 
be more people interested in the same 
things as you, more people to add to 
your frat, sorority or social circle, and 
more people to hang out with.

Need someone to go to dinner 
with? I am sure one of the 600 new 
students would want to go. I am 
definitely encouraging you to go 
out and make the new students feel 
welcome here. After all, our theme 
this year has much to do with civility 
and networking (but you already knew 
that, right?) This is your opportunity 
to put those things into practice.

There is also a new place to hang 
out on campus. Confetti’s is the name 
of this new place located in the lower 
basement of Bassett Hall. A space 
once used for storage is now being 
implemented as a place where students 
can gather as a place to watch TV, eat 
pizza, and laugh with friends.

There are more activities planned 
by the recreation department this 
year! If “all work and no play” is 
not necessarily your motto, then you 
should definitely check in with Chris 
Rill in the intramurals department. 

Along with powderpuff football, 
kickball, pingpong, and volleyball 
tournaments, there have been new 
things added to the schedule of 
events. Among those new events are 
mountain bike racing, walleyball, 
and the Adventure Race, which is co-
sponsored by Ferrum Outdoors (see 
article for more information on the 
Adventure Race).

While you’re at it, you should 
check the schedule of events occurring 
with Ferrum Outdoors as well. If 
you’re into more extreme activities, 
then look into whitewater rafting, 
hiking or canoeing with those guys.

By the way, has anyone noticed the 
hot dog cart on campus? Of course 
you have. However, if you have not 
tried it, then you definitely should. 
Everything is a dollar (college kid’s 
dream) and everything is awesome. 
Not only do they have hot dogs, but 
sausage dogs, chicken BBQ, coleslaw, 
fruit, cookies, and drinks are also on 
the menu. The stand is open Monday 
through Friday, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. on the patio outside Sale Theater! 
Students can get a meal deal with their 
meal card and get back to class fast.

As mentioned before, Ferrum 
College has a new theme this year: 
“Empowering Self and Others 
– Building Social Networks.” With a 
new theme come new events to attend 
for everyone. Several of these events 
are listed below for this week. Thanks 
to Dr. Edmund Hally for the list! 

The movie “Pay it Forward” will be 
shown on Wed., Sept. 22, at 7 p.m.  in 
the Panther’s Den.  the Internet Movie 

Database (www.imdb.com) describes 
the plot of “Pay it Forward” like this:
Young Trevor McKinney, troubled 
by his mother’s alcoholism and fears 
of his abusive but absent father, is 
caught up by an intriguing assignment 
from his new social studies teacher, 
Mr. Simonet. The assignment: think 
of something to change the world and 
put it into action. Trevor conjures the 
notion of paying a favor not back, 
but forward--repaying good deeds 
not with payback, but with new good 
deeds done to three new people. 
Trevor’s efforts to make good on his 
idea bring a revolution not only in the 
lives of himself, his mother and his 
physically and emotionally scarred 
teacher, but in those of an ever-
widening circle of people completely 
unknown to him.  

The 18th annual Student 
Leadership Conference takes place on
Sun., September 26, from 1-5 p.m. on 
the first floor of Garber Hall.  See the 
story about that on page one.
Conference:  

On Sept. 30, the honors program 
and the theme committee will 
co-sponosr a screening of the 
documentary “A Gift for the Village,” 
with the film’s producers here to talk 
to you, at 7 p.m. in the Blue Ridge 
Mountain Room.  (See page six.)

Please see next week’s preview 
of this documentary for much more 
background information related to this 
exciting event.

Get out there and get busy!

blackey@ ferrum.edu

Here we are again! And the semester schedule 
is filled with both familiar favorites

and new additions!

Glenn Thompson
Senior staff writer

To those who are newly arrived, 
I say welcome!  To friends 
returning, I say welcome back!  
This is my last student semester 
at Ferrum, and I welcome you all 
to it!  Now, do not think me giddy 
about my intended departure…for 
me, it will just be a step on to 
another new path!  

But those of you newly arrived 
must be made aware of the 
wonderful temple of knowledge 
you find yourselves in.  I have sat 
at the feet of many learned people, 
and I am here to tell you…Kids, 
these folks are the best!  Not a bad 
one in the bunch!  Some may be 

Welcome and Welcome Back!
a little tougher to chew…others 
less sweet…but I guarantee you 
that each and every one of them 
has plenty to teach you.  I myself 
am younger than some of them 
and older than many, but I have 
learned a great deal from each and 
every one.  I advise you to take the 
opportunity and do the same.

I am what you call a non-
standard student , an academid 
term for old geezer, and have 
enjoyed learning experiences at 
four colleges; Ferrum, because of 
the people who run it and make 
it what it is, is simply my best 
experience…I have no doubt it will 
be yours, too.  

It will be my pleasure to share 
a few months of this festival of 
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Student  Activities  Calendar

Ferrum Folks:  Tristen Ashley

Compiled by Rena Holliday
Staff Writer

Tuesday, September 21, 2010
8 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. – Homecoming 
Court Nominations in Franklin Hall 
Atrium
9 A.M. – 10 P.M. - Art Exhibition in 
Stanley Library through  DATE
4:30 P.M. - Powder Puff Sign-ups in 
Franklin Hall Atrium
7:30 P.M. - Faithful Few Rehearsals
8 P.M. - Relay for Life Kick-off in 
Panthers Den
9:30 P.M. - Bible Study at the 
Lighthouse

Wednesday, September 22, 2010
First Day of autumn
8 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. – Homecoming 

Court Nominations in Franklin Hall 
Atrium
4:30 P.M. – Powder Puff Sign-ups in 
Franklin Hall Atrium
7 P.M. - Volleyball vs. Averett 
University (Home)
9:30 P.M. – Bible Study at the 
Lighthouse

Thursday, September 23, 2010
8 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. – Homecoming 
Court Nominations in Franklin Hall 
Atrium
4:30 P.M. – Powder Puff Sign-ups in 
Franklin Hall Atrium
8 P.M. - Keeping the Pace Bible 
Study in Grousbeck 201

Friday, September 24, 2010
Last day to drop without a penalty

Susan M. King
Features Editor

 Seven years ago, a young woman 
found an activity that allowed her 
to explore her creativity and ask 
complete strangers questions that even 
the closest of friends may never ask. 

In 2003, Tristen Ashley was 
approached by Features Editor Laurie 
Borslien about writing long profiles 
for this newspaper.

The article was something Ashley 
was not originally comfortable with, 

she but decided to take it on. With 
no idea how to go about writing 
her article, Ashley was advised by 
Borslien to “talk to a few people and 
make it sound good.”

For the next seven years, with a 
brief hiatus from the college, Ashley 
wrote the Ferrum Folks article for 
the Iron Blade. “I’m probably the 
longest-writing student that has ever 
been on staff,” Ashley said.

When Ashley first showed up 
at Ferrum College, her journalism 
history from high school was behind 

her. She had been told journalism 
was something she was good at, but it 
wasn’t important to her. 

Then one day, Professor of 
English and Iron Blade advisor Dr. 
Lana Whited turned journalism into 
something Ashley fell in love with.

Ashley didn’t expect to be writing 
for Ferrum’s newspaper when she 
first visited the college. “I fell in love 
with Ferrum because of its beauty, but 
it was the community that kept me 
there,” said Ashley.

Throughout her years writing the 
Ferrum Folks, Ashley was able to meet 
and get to know many people, from 
freshman to faculty. “Everyone has 
an amazing story to tell; it’s all about 
getting them to sit down and tell it,” 
Ashley said.

One of the many stories Ashley is 
fond of is the Ferrum Folks she wrote 
on an athlete whom she thought was 
going to be the typical jock. To her 
surprise, not only did he show up early, 
he told her amazing stories of helping 
his younger brother fight a battle with 
brain cancer.

Ashley said, “I enjoy getting to 
know many different kinds of people 
on many different levels.” 

Her decision on whom to write 
about came from editors, Dr. Whited, 
and people who were being talked 
about on campus. There was always 
someone who stood out and aroused 
her curiosity, like Bobby Thompson, a 
Ferrum alumnus and the college’s vice 
president for business affairs.

Although Ashley insists that there 
is no way to choose a favorite Ferrum 
Folks subject, one that always sticks 
with her is the article on Assistant 
Professor of English Dr. Melvin 
Macklin. “I get goosebumps every 
time I think about it,” Ashley said. 
“The article practically wrote itself.”

From articles that continue to make 
Ashley smile, to articles that she still 

tears up over, she still has a long list 
of people she would love to interview.

The hardest article Ashley said 
she had ever written was her story on 
Jessica Goode, who was a senior at 
Ferrum when she was accidentally 
shot by a deer hunter in November 
2009.

“Usually the first few lines just 
come and then the article takes off 
from there, but that one didn’t,” 
Ashley said.

Earlier the same semester, Ashley 
was asked by Dr. Whited to write a 
death story for Will Pettus, a former 
Iron Blade photography editor who 
died unexpectedly in September. 

“When Tristen said she would write 
about Jess Goode, I knew it would be 
written with talent and sensitivity,” 
Whited said.  “Our reporters assigned 
to write about the deaths of current or 
former students are a special breed, 
and Tristen drew that assignment 
twice, within two  months.”

Her Ferrum Folks on Jessica Goode 
was the last for that semester, and 
Ashley was thankful for the break 
afterward.  

Although Ashley may not get the 
opportunity to tell every amazing 
person’s story, her own story is 
continuing on past Ferrum College, as 
she begins life in the real world.  She 
will return to campus to graduate in 
May 2011.

“I’m going to miss walking down 
the sidewalk and knowing 500 
people…it kinda makes you feel like a 
superstar, even though you know you 
aren’t,” Ashley said.

Ashley believes that the 
relationships she has cultivated 
at Ferrum will never disappear. 
Ashley said, “We are like a family. 
If something happens to one of us, it 
happens to us all.”

smking@ferrum.edu

photo from Facebook

8 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. – Homecoming 
Court Nominations in Franklin Hall 
Atrium
7 P.M. – MEX Chill Night at 
Lighthouse
8 P.M. – Midnight – Club Panther 
featuring Katelyn Marks in Panthers 
Den

Saturday, September 25, 2010
12:00 Noon - Volleyball vs. 
Christopher Newport University 
(Home)
6:00 P.M. - Volleyball vs. North 
Carolina Wesleyan College (Home)

Sunday, September 26, 2010
1 P.M. - 18th Annual Leadership 
Conference in Garber Hall
3 P.M. - Men’s Soccer vs. Guilford 

College (Home)
6:00 P.M. - Anomaly: New 
Movement/New Generation 
(Grousbeck 201)

Monday, September 27, 2010
SPIRIT Week – “Pajama Day”
8 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. – Homecoming 
Court Voting in Franklin Hall Atrium
3:45 P.M. - Intramural Powder Puff 
Games begin on Bassett Field
7:00 P.M. - Monday Night Praise in 
Vaughn Chapel

rholliday@ferrum.edu



Page 6 - THE IRON BLADE - September 21, 2010

Movie Reviews

The Iron Blade wants you! 

If you want to write, take pictures,
design pages, or sell and design ads,
the campus newspaper needs you. 

Contact Bethany Lackey, editor-in-chief, 
blackey@ferrum.edu

Owen Love
Staff Writer

 “The Expendables,” written and 
directed by Sylvester Stallone, is an 
action-packed thriller that many movie 
goers will love to see. This is mainly 
because of all the explosions and 
unique fighting scenes. 

This movie brings some of the 
best action heroes to the big screen, 
and even some names that were not 
shown in the trailer. The star studded 
cast includes Jason Statham, Jet Li, 
Terry Crew, Dolph Lundgren, Randy 
Couture, Steven Austin, Mickey 
Rourke, Bruce Willis, and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

The movie is about a group of 
mercenaries hired to infiltrate a South 
American country and overthrow its 
dictator. Sylvester Stallone and his 
crew are hired for this mission by 
Bruce Willis, which seems easy until 
they reach the island and find that an 

“A Gift for the Village” is the story of an artist’s journey to bring 
an original painting 13,000 miles from Blacksburg, Va., to a remote 
village in Nepal.  The artist, Jane Vance, and the co-producers, Tom 
Landon and Jenna Swann, will be on hand to discuss their film.  The 
documentary premiered at the Taubman Museum of Art in Roanoke 
on Sept. 16 and will have its second screening in Ferrum.  The event is 
sponsored by the Boone Honors Program and the Theme Committee. 

ex-CIA agent is behind all the crimes 
on the island. 

The movie becomes nothing but 
action after Stallone and his men go 
back to the island to free not only 
the captive people, but the leading 
actress Charisma Carpenter. There 
are many scenes where the actors  do 
a lot of one-on-one fighting and pull 
off multiple combinations that only 
seem possible on video games Also, 
for the people who like explosions and 
gun fights, there are plenty of those as 
well. 

The movie runs for an hour and 
forty three minutes, which is long 
enough for action fans to get their fill 
of explosions and catchy phrases from 
these action stars. I was very pleased 
with this movie, and would go back 
and see it more than once just for all 
the sounds and action that is packed 
into the movie.     

olove@ferrum.edu

SLC from page 1
 Attending this annual conference 
also gives students a chance to build 
their résumés, and is open to all 
students attending Ferrum College.
 For the students attending the 
Student Leadership Conference, there 
are a variety of skill-based workshops 
that students can participate in, 
including; publicity, recruitment, 
theory based, best practices, and 
revolving theme workshops.  There 

are also workshops that are focused 
more towards Greek organizations, 
civility, and budgeting.
 Every year the Student Leadership 
Conference follows a specific 
theme.  The theme of the 2010 
Student Leadership Conference 
is, “Empowering Self and Others: 
Expanding Social Networks.”

swashington@ferrum.edu

Panther Crossing from page 4

“Expendables” won’t disappoint action fans

knowledge with you, and share 
some of my experiences and old-
guy insight on life in general. 

 If you decide to follow my 
misadventures this semester, I 
suggest you go online at www.
ferrum.edu/ironblade and 
read issues of this newspaper 
published in 2009-10 to catch my 
columns you missed.  It will keep  
references in some sort of viable 
contex, and things may make a lot 
more sense to you.

For those of you in the know  
the Fabulous Furry Family now 
numbers ten. Don’t ask. . . . Don’t 
ask.  More to come on that one…  

My impending Grampa-hood 
looms on the Thanksgiving 
horizon.  Female sex has been 
confirmed and the name Gianna 
Rochelle considered.  I like it.  If 
that’s it, I’m settling on the middle 
one; she will be my Rocky.  She 
will kick butt … and won’t even 
care about names!

It is not often I get to share 
something I think could be of 
major importance to you, learning-
wise, but I have a good one for 
you.  There are internet sites I have 

found great benefit from, that I 
think each and every one of you 
should take the time to explore.  
Google Books and the Million 
Books Project are incredible FREE 
resources for Primary Source 
Materials…often the hardest to 
obtain when conducting research.  
These are the next best thing to 
holding those centuries old books 
in your own hands. Warning: it can 
be addictive!

The Internet Archive at www.
archive.org can provide you with 
old film footages and movies now 
in the public domain (for free!) that 
can not only entertain and inform 
you; they make excellent additions 
to the presentations you will give 
here.  The archive also contains 
links to additional literature and 
video sites to explore.

Remember while you are here, 
that your learning and success are 
as important to the people who 
will teach you as they are to you.  
Ferrum is a rare place…for rare 
people.  Careful or you may love it 
here.   Welcome.

glennthompson@jetbroadband.com
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Sports

LaShé V. Levicy 
Staff Writer 

A new semester brings new 
students, new classes and a whole 
new volleyball team here at Ferrum 
College.  We have had eight new 
freshmen make the team this year and 
like Head Coach Castillo said, “It’s 
going to be difficult to mesh all the 
different high school levels of playing 
volleyball into the college level of 
playing.” 

Another challenge that they face is 
that fewer upperclassmen are playing 

John Wells
Senior Staff Writer 

 Ferrum’s season opener versus 
Emory & Henry was packed with 
suspense and drama. The first three 
quarters were scoreless because of 
missed field goals by both teams. 
 Ferrum’s defense was playing 
lights-out defense until they gave up 
the game’s first score with a one-yard 
run by Emory & Henry running back 
Caleb Jennings  early in the fourth 
quarter. 
 Quarterback Marcus Mayo led the 
Panthers back down the field with a 
ten-yard run to tie the game up at 7-7. 
 With 42 seconds left in regulation, 
the Wasps kicked a 33-yard field goal 
to give them the lead, 10-7. 
 The Panthers immediately 
answered. Scott Puschell’s 47-yard 
field goal kick tied the game up 10-10 

Football team falls short, 23-17,
to Emory & Henry Wasps

in spectacular season opener

with seconds remaining in regulation. 
 Going into overtime, the Wasps 
won the toss and decided to let their 
offense take the field first.

this year.  But I could tell Coach 
Castillo was up for the challenge by 
the way she spoke about her girls.  Her 
appreciation for each player and all 
the hard work and effort they put into 
the game make the team great.   Coach 
Castillo made it a point to give thanks 
to all the girls that continued to play 
and all the newcomers that made the 
team.  

While watching these women 
practice, I felt a sense of determination 
and dedication in the air.  My 
appreciation and love of the sport has 
increased tenfold.  The players’ ability 

Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief

A new event, The Adventure Race, 
sponsored by Intramurals and Ferrum 
Outdoors will premier on campus  
Wednesday, September 22 at 5 p.m. 

Teams of four people (at least one 
of the opposite gender) will participate 
in as many events as possible in 
the two hours allotted for the event. 
Among the ten events held are a 
relay event, canoeing, limbo, and a 
basketball shootout. 

To play, the teams must go to one 
of the event stations and try to finish 
before moving to the next one. The 
winning team will be the one that 
either finishes all the events in the 
fastest amount of time, or finishes the 
most events. 

 At the end of the event, pizza and 
trophies will be available from 7 to 8 
p.m. 

For more information, contact 
Chris Rill in the intramurals office 
in the Fitness Center. Registration is 
required, so you have to sign up very 
soon! 

blackey@ferrum.edu

Gary Holden
Sports Information Director

Ferrum College Head Football 
Coach Dave Davis has announced his 
retirement from coaching. Davis will 
step down at the close of the 2010 
season.

Prior to being named head coach at 
Ferrum, Davis served ten seasons as 
an assistant coach with the Panthers 
under Coach Hank Norton, including 
five as defensive coordinator. Prior to 
joining the Ferrum staff, Davis spent 
a year with East Carolina University, 
where he worked with the defensive 
unit.

Davis also coached three seasons 
at Camden County High School, two 
years at Scotland Neck High School, 
two years at Northeast Academy, and 
a year at Hobgood Academy, all in 
North Carolina. He served as athletic 
director three years each at Camden 
County and Northeast, two years 
at Hobgood, and a year at Scotland 
Neck. A 1971 graduate of Elon 

College, Davis would go on to earn 
his master’s degree from East Carolina 
University in 1979. 

Davis begins his 17th year at the 
helm of the Panther football program 

this fall, and has an 83-73 career 
coaching record. His 2005 team won 

a share of the USA South Athletic 
Conference title, and represented 
the league in the NCAA Division III 
playoffs, closing the season at 9-2. 
It was Ferrum’s fifth NCAA playoff 
appearance. The Panthers finished 
first in the nation in rushing offense 
in 2005, racking up 361.4 yards per 
game on the ground. Ferrum also 
finished 14th in scoring offense that 
year with 39.9 points per game, and 
32nd in team punt returns with 11.7 
yards per return. Davis’ 2001 and 
2002 teams also won shared titles 
in the Dixie Conference before the 
league name was changed to the USA 
South.

Davis’ 2001 team earned a #9 
ranking in total defense, allowing just 
237 yards per game. In 2000, Davis’ 
defense earned the NCAA Division III 
total defense statistical championship, 
allowing just 165 yards per game of 
total offense. The Panthers defense 
also finished #2 in the nation that year 
in team pass efficiency defense, #4 
in team scoring defense, and #18 in 

Davis to retire from coaching after 2010 campaign

Coach Dave Davis
photo courtesy of Sports Information

team rushing defense. Offensively, 
Ferrum finished #7 in the nation in 
team rushing, and had a player finish 
#5 nationally in punt return average. 
Davis had a player earn an NCAA 
individual statistical championship in 
2008, punter TJ Grzesikowski.

Ferrum players have earned 
numerous academic honors during 
Davis’ tenure, including 118 
Academic All-Conference, three 
Academic All-Region, two Academic 
All-State and one Academic All-
America. On the gridiron, 142 players 
have earned All-Conference, and 10 
have earned Conference Player of the 
Year awards in both the USA South 
and the Atlantic Central Football 
Conference, of which Ferrum was a 
member of until 2000, when the USA 
South began playing football. Davis 
was the USA South’s Coach of the 
Year in 2005.

Ferrum opened its 2010 campaign 
Sept. 5 at home against in-state rival 
Emory & Henry College. 

Panther quarterback Marcus Mayo

photo courtesy of Sports Information

New event 
slated

to communicate with one another 
and work as a team is outstanding, 
especially under the direction of 
Nancy Castillo who has 25 years of 
experience under her belt as well as 
the honor of being named “District 
Coach of the Year” five times.  All 
the girls have a love for the game and 
that definitely was shown throughout 
practice.

I asked Coach Castillo what we 
can expect from the team this season 
and her reply was simple, “You can 
expect lots of learning as well as 
improvement from start to end.  This 

In the first OT period, the Wasps 
were able to score against Ferrum’s 
tough defense, putting them up 17-10.  
But Mayo again responded, with a 
two-yard run to tie the game.

In the second overtime, Ferrum 
came up short and was not able to put 
any points on the board during their 
possession. Unfortunately, the Wasps 
were able to score with a one-yard run 
by Jennings, to put them up for good, 
23-17.
 Overall, the Panthers looked great, 
and hopefully, they can build off this 
game and get a win against Southern 
Virginia. Mayo has not lost a step after 
skipping last year for the Panthers. 
He passed 7-16 for 64 yards with one 
interception and rushed for 138 yards. 
 Come out and support your Ferrum 
Panther football team!

jwells@ferrum.edu

season will be wonderful.”  There’s 
no doubt about it.  Coach Castillo 
plans to focus on getting the girls 
more playing time throughout all their 
games.

You can come support our Lady 
Panthers volleyball team at their next 
couple of home games, September 
22nd at 7p.m. and September 23rd at 
12p.m. and 6p.m. both located in the 
Swartz Gymnasium.  

 
  llevicy@ferrum.edu

2010 Volleyball team is young but dedicated
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