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And the winner is... 

Samuel Richards is the winner of  the Homecoming T-Shirt Logo Design 
Contest.  Richardson's design for the T-shirt front appears above.

Rena Holliday
Staff Writer

Daniel Danko, '69, resides and 
works in Kingsport, Tennessee and is 
a member of Ferrum’s 1968 National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
Championship football team. Danko 
played fullback for the Ferrum Pan-
thers. Not only was he a good football 
player he also completed his bach-

elor’s degree at East Tennessee State 
University.  
  Danko became a project manager 
for Dewberry and Davis Engineering 
Firm, and Public Service Authority 
Manger in Tazewell County town 
manger of Bland, Virginia. Danko 
currently owns and operates his own 
project managing business in Weber 

Former Panther to speak
on "We Are Marshall"

Monday, September 27, 2010
“Pajama Day” (Pajama clothes)
Homecoming Court Voting  ROUND 2: Top 4 of Each Class
(8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. – Franklin Hall Atrium)
Powder Puff Football (4 - 7 p.m. - Bassett Field)
Monday Night Praise (7 p.m. - Vaughn Chapel)

Tuesday, September 28, 2010 
“Professional Dress” (Business Attire)
Homecoming Court Voting  ROUND 2: Top 4 of Each Class [Continued] (8 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m. – Franklin Hall Atrium)
 Powder Puff Football (4 - 7:00 p.m. - Bassett Field)
 Special Guest Hall of Fame Speaker: Mr. Dan Danko (7:30 p.m. - Panther's 
Den)
 “We Are Marshall” Movie (8 p.m. – Panther's Den)

Wednesday, September 29, 2010
“Wacky Tacky” (Random Colors/Clothes)
Homecoming Court Voting ROUND 3: Finals
 (8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. – Franklin Hall Atrium)
Homecoming T-Shirts Sold! (noon - Franklin Hall Atrium)
Ice Cream Social (1:30- 3:30 p.m. - Franklin Hall Quad)
Powder Puff Football (4-7 p.m. - Bassett Field)
Spirit Bingo (9 p.m. - Panthers Den)

Thursday, September 30, 2010
“We are Ferrum” (Ferrum Gear)
Homecoming T-Shirts Sold! (noon - Franklin Hall Atrium)
Powder Puff Football (4-7 p.m. - Bassett Field)
Spirit Jell-O Fight (5 p.m. Blue Ridge Institute Field)
Banner Making Contest (8-10 p.m. Fitness Center)

Friday, October 1, 2010
“Spirit Day” (Fr. = Green, So. = Black, Jr. = White, Sr. = Gold)
Homecoming T-Shirts Sold! (noon - Franklin Hall Atrium)
Volleyball Game (1:30 p.m. - Schwartz Gym)
Parade Prep. Time/Check In (4:30 p.m. – Lake Road)
Parade (5 p.m. – Lake Road – Grousbeck Parking Lot)
Pep Rally (6 – 10 p.m. - Franklin Quad)
 
Grand Opening:  Introduce Fall Teams/Seniors
 Soccer       Volleyball       Cross Country       Cheerleaders       Football
Performances:  Dance Team; APO Step
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Women’s Soccer Game  (7 p.m. - Soccer Field)
 Volleyball Game  (7:30 p.m. - Schwartz Gym)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pep Rally Continued
 Faculty/Staff/Students Relay Games (7 p.m. – Franklin Quad)
(Each Class/Group Represented)
 PIES, BATS & SACKS  DIVE-IN!!!
 FLUFFY BUNNY  MAKEOVER
Band: Urban Sophisticates  (7:45 p.m.)
Homecoming Court (8 p.m.)
Band: Urban Sophisticates  (8:30 p.m.)

Saturday, October 2, 2010
Homecoming Game vs. N.C. Wesleyan  (2 p.m. – Football Stadium)
(Be IN the STADIUM by 1:50 p.m. for a Moment of Silence, Prayer, and the 
National Anthem.)
Banner Winners Announced (Half Time)
Homecoming Court Announcements (Half Time)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Men’s Soccer vs. Marymount (7 p.m. – Soccer Field)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Homecoming Ball  (9:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. - Blue Ridge Mountain Room)

Homecoming Week 
Schedule of Events

Stephen Washington
Staff Writer

Homecoming 2010 officially began 
Monday September 20, with Home-
coming Court voting, and continues 
until Saturday, October 2.    Each day 
during Homecoming week, there will 
be special events to get students and 
faculty involved.  

This year’s Homecoming will have 

a new theme: “We Are Panthers.”  The 
significance of this theme is to con-
nect Ferrum College with Marshall 
University, and the 40th anniversary of 
the plane crash that carried a former 
Ferrum College coach, and seven for-
mer Ferrum College football players.  

Some of the different events that 
will be taking place at this year’s 

Homecoming Week packed 
with events

see EVENTS page 7
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Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief

When Jane Vance met Tsampa 
Ngawang, she never imagined that 
an amazing journey was about to 
begin.  It was after Tom Kelley, who 
Vance refers to as “a world-class 

photographer,” saw Vance’s paintings 
that he told her that she should meet 
Ngawang. 

“[Tom Kelley] told me that some-
thing about my paintings reminded 
him of [Tsampa Ngawang’s] mind,” 
said Vance. It was Kelley’s foresight 
that brought together a wonderful 

Special screening of documentary on local artist's journey 
to Nepal to bring artist, producers to Ferrum

Glenn Thompson
Senior Staff Writer

 Wendell Berry is an icon to multi-
tudes…a friend to many…and a per-
sonal hero of this writer.  He has been 
a leader through every incarnation of 
movement to save our planet starting 
with the Ecology Faction of decades 
past, to the Sustainability Now groups 
of today.
 He was born on August 5, 1934, in 
Henry County, Kentucky.  He was the 
oldest of four children born to John 
and Virginia Berry.  His father was a 
lawyer and tobacco farmer, and his 
parents were the fifth generation to 
farm that area.
 He attended Millersburg Military 
Institute in his youth, and earned 
his B.A. and M.A.  in English at the 
University of Kentucky.  He was 
selected as a Wallace Stegner Fellow 
in 1958, and studied under Stegner 
at Stanford University with Ernest J. 
Gaines, author of The Autobiography 
of Miss Jane Pittman and A Lesson 
Before Dyng, and Ken Kesey, Merry 
Prankster, and author of The Electric 
Kool-Aid Acid Test.  
 Nathan Coulter, Berry's first novel 
and the world’s introduction to his 
fictional community of Port William, 

Kentucky, was published in 1960.  A 
1961 Guggenheim Foundation Fel-
lowship enabled him to take his family 
with him to France and Italy.
 For a time, he taught English at 
NYU in the Bronx, then moved on to 
the University of Kentucky, where he 
taught Creative Writing for two eras 
of time, totaling almost twenty years.  
He recently removed his collection of 
personal papers from the University 
after the institution accepted funds 
and support from Alliance Coal.  The 
Kentucky Historical Society will be 
the new caretaker of his collection.
 Wendell Berry is a prolific author, 
with over fifty published works in the 
last half-century, including books of 
poetry, volumes of essays, novels, and 
short story collections.  A repeated 
theme through his works emphasizes 
the individual maintaining a sense of 
solidarity with his or her community, 
and a sense of responsibility for it.  
His work The Unsettling of America; 
Culture and Agriculture, published 
by the Sierra Club in 1977, became a 
kind of handbook of common sense 
for those involved in ecological ef-
forts.
 Today, he continues to write from 
his farm home of 45 years; Lane’s 
Landing, near Port Royal, Kentucky.  

Wendell Berry – farmer, ecologist, author –
is featured speaker for Southern Draft Animal Days

Wendell Berry and President Jennifer Braaten chat after his lecture which 
was a part of the Blue Ridge Institute's SDAD event held Spetember 18.

photo by Amy Tuggle

Jane Vance and Amchi TsampaNgawang Lama at the Kathmandu Guest House in Nepal, with the painting.
photo by Reba Hoffman

friendship and mentorship that would 
last a lifetime. 

Ngawang is an Amzhi, meaning 
“healer,” in the country of Nepal, 
also meaning he is a highly regarded 
official there. Healer is not the same 
as a doctor in this sense (although 
Ngawang does have a medical de-

gree). In this case, it is a healer of the 
spirit, heart and mind.

Vance, Ngawang, and Jenna Swann 
(co-producer of the film) traveled an 
18,000-foot pass in the Himalayan 
Mountains when they found them-
selves stuck in a blizzard. It was dur-
ing this fearsome travel that the three 
bonded in a way Vance says she can 
hardly explain. 

Ngawang came to America and 
taught on Himalayan culture at Virgin-
ia Tech as a travelling professor. He 
stayed with Vance during his travels. It 
was during this time that Vance asked 
a question that can only be regarded as 
bold. She formally asked to paint his 
lineage painting. 

A lineage painting is not necessar-
ily regarded as a portrait. It is a visual 
genealogical record of a person in 
Tibetan history that places him with 
his other teachers. “You never just say 
‘look at this super learned person,’ you 
also see his teachers. It tells where his 
wisdom and knowledge came from,” 
as Vance described it. 

Vance is not only the first West-
erner to paint a lineage painting of this 
magnitude, but also the first woman. 
However, Vance was not worried. 
“The tradition is the friendliest to fe-
males. There were always enlightened 
leader females in old and current sto-
ries, called Dakini. I was sure of my 
learning. I had worked for 25 years in 
this field and I knew Tsampa would 
have let me know if I was

His visit to our area was prompted 
by the Southern Draft Animal Days 
event held by his longtime friend and 
research resource, Jason Rutledge, of 
the Healing Harvest Forestry Coali-
tion.  Funds collected from his ap-

pearance at Ferrum on Saturday will 
be utilized to support the Restorative 
Forestry-Worst First Single Tree Se-
lective Logging mission of the HHFC.  

gthompson@ferrum.edu

see VANCE page 6
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Ferrum Forum compiled by  John Wells

How do you expect Ferrum’s homecoming to be
different from your high school’s homecoming?

Savanah Lindsey

I expect to have good variety in music, 
and not just have iTunes top ten 

on repeat.

Lauren McMillion

I expect it to be good music and a good 
party, but it would be nice to have a 
surprise guest, like a music artist.

Anthony Dixon

I expect a good football game.  
I also think the dance should have 

some good music.

Ashley Banks

I expect ot have a good time 
and homecoming should be hyped!

Ashley Foster

There should be more school spirit 
and a better footbal game.  

That would make it a better party.

Tyler Beck

I think it will be different because it’s a 
new place and different people.

Bryan Elliot

I hope they have better music, 
and more exciting events after the game.

Lekeya Newbill

There should be more parties, more 
hyped school spirit and a live artist 

performance.

Joseph Banks

To have good music and good time.
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Bethany Lackey
Bethany Lackey

 Susan King
to be appointed
to be appointed

Dr. Lana A. Whited
Kristina Stump

Glenn Thompson
Senior Staff Writer

 I graduated from Pine Bluff High 
School in Arkansas in 1972.  My 
school has one distinction no other 
in the country or the world has…our 
school mascot is the zebra.  Why, I 
do not know.  The choice was made 
around 1905 and stuck forevermore.  
I know what you are thinking…that 
means his school colors were black 
and white.  Nope!  Red and white!  
So, all of the illustrations, uniforms, 
etc., feature a red and white striped 
zebra to this day.
 In an effort to locate some of my 
high school classmates, I had looked 
at a site called classmates.com, but my 
interest stopped at the nickel-short-
of-forty-bucks price tag for a year’s 
membership.  I’m not cheap…it just 
seemed a bit excessive.  Then, during 
one of my visits, the site “popped-

up” an offer just under ten dollars, so 
I bit!  Curiosity killed the cat…but 
satisfaction brought it back!
 …and the spring overflowed its 
banks, flooding my world.
  After filling in a number of 
categories of information, creating 
my identity, I logged out.  That 
night, the e-mails started.  Message 
requests from friends I had not seen 
or talked to for almost forty years 
started coming in.  Combined with 
my recent construction of a Face 
Book page, the next few days found 
me in a communications whirlwind.  
Fabulous!  
 Amazingly enough I seem to be 
one of very few who cut ties and went 
off to see the world.  So many of my 
classmates who had adventure on the 
mind stayed in a quiet life; a few even 
stayed in Pine Bluff (not a lot to offer 
there).  I am now in contact with a few 
dozen people, and by Halloween will 

probably double my list.  
 I do seem to be the only one who 
actually remained the same physical 
size; in some cases, the photos show 
a person who practically doubled 
in size.  I still wear clothing I have 
owned for over twenty years.    
 Two years ago, my darling wife 
forcibly retired my favorite pair of 
Levi® jeans cutoffs.  No big deal, 
they were getting threadbare.  I did 
purchase the original jeans when I 
was a Junior in high school.  They had 
lasted, in their double function, for 
almost thirty-five years.  Now that’s 
quality!

“From out of the 
past…comes…

everybody!”

I am grateful for the students, 
faculty, and staff who gather at our 
flag pole to pray for our community, 
but I am deeply disturbed by the idea 
of people bowing in prayer before the 
symbol of our nation state. Worship of 
the nation is worship of a false god; 

Letters to the editor:
We should pray at cross, not flagpole

 I did not think I would enjoy 
touching my past.  I was more of a 
loner then than I am now.  Apparently, 
my former classmates don’t hold that 
against me.  But I have to admit, it 
is fun!  I was delighted to find many 
still alive…saddened by the passing 
of others.  The experience has made 
me realize that we are the sum total of 
our complete lives, not just those parts 
we select as “choice.”  Reconnecting 
with who I was makes me grateful for 
who I am now…and who I will still 
become.   Go Zebras!  Go Panthers!

gthompson@ferrum.edu

worship of the flag is idolatry. Perhaps 
it would be more appropriate to bow 
in prayer before the symbol of our 
faith, the cross. 

Bethany Lackey
Editor-in-Chief 

This is my last year at Ferrum. My 
very last year.  

I would like to make this my first 
statement this week, because I can’t 
seem to convince myself that it is true. 
Sometimes, I get a case of “senioritis,” 
and cannot wait to leave. But then, 
I walk down the sidewalk, nod to 
friends, and feel the warm sun on my 
face, and feel at home. 

Homecoming is this week, as you 
well know, and it is a time for alumni 
to come back to the college and feel 
that sense of home once again. They 
get to see how many things have 
changed, and how very much the 
campus stays the same. Many alumni 
have made comments about how their 
college days here were the best of 
their lives. 

I know what some of you are 
thinking while reading this: “These are 
the best days of my life? I go to school 
five days a week and live in a small 
room shared by another person!” 

So what makes alumni wish to 
come back and relive college? Think 
about it: This time is about YOU, 
not about mortgages, loans, piles of 
bills, and your career. This is about 
knowing yourself and learning how 
to know others. You get to live, and 
be free from many of the hassles of 
“adulthood.” 

I promise you that the bonds you 
make here will be the bonds you will 

never forget. The things you learn here 
go far beyond what you are reading in 
your textbooks. You learn much more 
about life, about friends, and about 
having a little bit of responsibility 
and freedom. Those kinds of things 
will last forever. One day, you will be 
laughing with your children as you 
recall the memories that you have 
made here on this small-town campus. 
Then, you will smile to yourself 
remembering the things that you hope 
your kids never find out. 

Four years is not a long time. Trust 
me. I am almost at 3.5 and I feel 
like I was a freshman last semester. 
This is why you should walk around 
campus, make as many friends, see 
as many plays, hear as many lectures, 
do as many activities as you can. 
College does not last very long, but 
the memories that you make here at 
Ferrum will last you the rest of your 
life. You may not remember the stages 
of mitosis from Biology 101 (I know 
I don’t), but I guarantee that you will 
remember that time you laughed until 
you cried with your roommate.

Keep in mind that you can always 
come back, as many will do this week 
for Homecoming. Remember that the 
past and cherish it dearly, but also 
look forward to the rest of your time 
here and make the most of it. 

I hope to see you all at the 
festivities going on this week, and 
to see you at the football game this 
Friday! Go Panthers!

blackey@ferrum.edu

Enjoy the best four 
years of your life; 
you’ll enjoy the 

memories
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Student  Activities  Calendar

Ferrum Folks:  Matthew Boyes

compiled by Rena Holliday
Staff Writer

Tuesday, September 28, 2010 
Spirit Week – “Professional Dress”
8 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. – Homecoming 
Court Voting, Franklin Hall Atrium
9 A.M. – 10 P.M., DAILY 
Art Exhibition, Greer Art Gallery, 
Stanley Library
4 P.M. – 7 P.M. – Powder Puff 
Football, Bassett Field
4 P.M. – Men’s Tennis vs. Southern 
Virginia University (Home)
7 P.M. - Social Work Guest Speaker, 
AV Auditorium, Stanley Library
7:30 P.M. – Special Guest Speaker Mr. 
Dan Danko, Panther’s Den
8 P.M. – “We Are Marshall” Movie, 
Panther’s Den 
9:30 P.M. – Bible Study, Lighthouse

Wednesday, September 29, 2010
Spirit Week – “Wacky Tacky”
8 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. – Homecoming 

Court Voting, Franklin Hall Atrium
Noon – Homecoming t-shirts sold, 
Franklin Hall Atrium
1:30 P.M. – 3:30 P.M. – Ice Cream 
Social, Franklin Hall Quad
4 P.M. – 7 P.M. – Powder Puff 
Football, Bassett Field
9 P.M. – Spirit Bingo, Panther’s Den
9:30 P.M. – Bible Study, Lighthouse

Thursday, September 30, 2010 
Spirit Week – “We Are Ferrum”
Noon – Homecoming t-shirts sold, 
Franklin Hall Atrium
4 P.M. – 7 P.M. – Powder Puff 
Football, Bassett Field
5 P.M. – Spirit Jell-O Fight, Blue 
Ridge Institute Field
8 P.M. – 10 P.M. – Banner Making 
Contest, Fitness Center
8 P.M. - Keeping the Pace Bible 
Study, Grousbeck 201

Friday, October 1, 2010
Spirit Week – “Spirit Day” (Freshmen 

– Green; Sophomores – Black; Juniors 
– White; Seniors – Gold)
8 A.M. - 19th Annual Corron Classic 
Panther Open Golf Tournament, 
Westlake Golf and Country Club
11 A.M. - 2 P.M. - Human Services 
Career Fair, Panther’s Den
Noon – Homecoming t-shirts sold, 
Franklin Hall Atrium
1:30 P.M. – Volleyball vs. Methodist 
College, Schwartz Gym (Home)
4:30 P.M. – Parade Preparation/Check-
in Time, Lake Road
5 P.M. – Homecoming Parade, Lake 
Road – Grousbeck Parking Lot
6 P.M. – 10 P.M. – Pep Rally, Franklin 
Quad
7 P.M. - Women’s Soccer vs. 
Greensboro College (Home)
7:30 P.M. – Volleyball vs. Greensboro 
College, Schwartz Gym (Home)

Saturday, October 2, 2010 
HOMECOMING

11 A.M. - Mu Sigma Chi and Ferrum 
Christian Fellowship Tailgate Party, 
Field behind Christian Ministries 
Lighthouse
2 P.M. - Football vs. North Carolina 
Wesleyan (Home)
7 P.M. - Men’s Soccer vs. Marymount 
University (Home)
9:30 P.M. – Midnight – Homecoming 
Ball, Blue Ridge Mountain Room

Sunday, October 3, 2010
2 P.M. – Women’s Soccer vs. 
Methodist College (Home)
6 P.M. - Anomaly: New Movement/
New Generation, Grousbeck 201

Monday, October 4, 2010
4:30 P.M. - Flag Football Signups, 
Franklin Hall Atrium
7 P.M. - Monday Night Praise, Vaughn 
Chapel

   rholliday@ferrum.edu

Susan M. King
Features Editor

“Blessed” is how Senior Matthew 
Boyes would describe his time here 
at Ferrum. Although Boyes was very 
shy when he first came to college, he 
has gradually come out of his shell, 
allowing him to become a leader and a 
listener that his friends need at times.

“(Boyes) is a man of few words, but 
when he speaks, it’s always something 
you want to take in,” Junior John 
Hartin said.

Boyes is one of the founders 

Matthew Boyes and his wife, Amy.           photo by 

and President of Mu Sigma Chi, a 
Christian Fraternity on campus. He 
was one of eight men that wanted 
to become involved with a group 
on campus that they believed meant 
something and that was different from 
any other group.

“We wanted to be in a group that 
would help us grow and allow us to 
help each other,” Boyes said.
 Not only does he desire to help his 
fellow Mu Sigma Chi brothers, but 
he also has a passion for helping the 
community. 

For several years, Boyes has been 

volunteering with a tax return program 
that helps people who do not have the 
money to get their taxes done. 

He has also run several 5Ks, 
including the Panther Scamper 
Running is one of the many things 
Boyes has acquired a passion for over 
the years and dedicated himself to.

During his junior year of high 
school, Boyes decided he was tired 
of being overweight and unhealthy. 
Within a year, he had lost 80 pounds, 
and has been able to keep the weight 
off ever since.

“He is a very disciplined person, 

and has a great heart,” Junior Ben 
Lalka said.

Boyes has always managed to 
achieve anything he set his mind to.

When Boyes graduated high 
school, he knew that he was going to 
have to do something about his car. 
He knew it wouldn’t make it back and 
forth from Ferrum to his work every 
day, so he decided to buy himself 
a new car. Working as a manager 
at McDonalds, Boyes managed to 
pay off his car in two years, while 
attending school full-time.

It was at his job at McDonalds that 
Boyes met his wife, Amy. He said: 
“We always had a great time just 
talking about anything. We never had 
to go out on fancy dates or do new 
things to have fun.”

After being together for over two 
years, the couple married in August, 
making Boyes not only a husband, but 
a step-father as well. Boyes believes 
that if they can make it through his 
last year at college, not being able to 
see each other but a few days out of 
the week, they can figure out how to 
get through anything.

Boyes said: “It doesn’t take more 
than six months to know if it’s right or 
not. If God is in the center of it, you’ll 
know when it’s the real deal.”

Although Boyes admits that it 
is difficult being a husband, father, 
full-time student, and employee,  he 
has learned that it is all about how a 
person balances his/her time. 

Boyes gives the credit to his 
parents and grandparents for instilling 
the family values that guide him every 
day.

Even when things aren’t perfect, 
Boyes says, he knows he has a loving 
family to come home to, a wife and 
best friend to talk to, and a God that 
will help him through anything.

smking@ferrum.edu
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Movie Reviews

VANCE from page 2

Jamie Alexander
Staff Writer 

The “Lottery Ticket” is a comedy 
released August 20, 2010. It was given 
four stars by some critics, and is sure 
to keep your heart filled with laughter. 

This featured film incorporates 

“Lottery Ticket” comes with a winning message

many well-known actors and actresses 
who were brought together to create 
laughs, but are also used to teach the 
audience a lesson. Lottery ticket stars 
rapper Bow Wow, comedian Brandon 
Jackson, Gbenga Akinnagbe, Loretta 
Devin, Ice Cube, Mike Epps, Charlie 
Brown, and Terry Crews. 

This movie takes place in a lower 
class neighborhood where people 
don’t consider there to be much hope. 
A young boy who hadn’t believed in 
the lottery was persuaded to play. He 
used the numbers off the back of a 
fortune cookie, not knowing he had 
the winning numbers in possession. 

This lucky boy, Kevin, played 
by Bow Wow, then realizes he has 
won 370 million dollars. He doesn’t 
want people from his area to find out 
because he knows they will hassle him 
about him contributing to their wants 
or needs. He also thinks someone may 
try to steal his ticket. 

Kevin finds out about his luck 
on fourth of July weekend, so he 
has to wait until the following 
Monday to cash in the ticket. He gets 
special treatment from the whole 
neighborhood except from one man. 
Lorenzo, played by Akinnagbe, is after 
Kevin throughout the entire weekend 
in order to take the ticket. Akinnagbe 
is tricked and beaten up, and ends up 
without the ticket.

This movie has a great message 
behind it: When you are blessed with 
something you should bless others 
also. “Not self, but others” is the 
main theme of this movie, and it is 
guaranteed to inspire.

jalexander@ferrum.edu

Glenn Thompson
Senior Staff Wroter

 I admit it…I crashed President 
Braaten’s soiree for Wendell Berry.

 Hey!  I was dressed for it!  All 
right…overdressed, perhaps.  But 
there was quite an assortment of wear 
there.  Suspenders. Ties. T-shirts, 
overalls; but as I said…no tuxedos.  
I thought someone should record 
the event, so I hied myself into that 
marvelous mix of people.  
 The table was set in a fall motif, 
and the food looked yummy.  I 
explained to the president, after her 
kind offer of sustenance, that as long 

as I didn’t eat anything…I wasn’t 
really crashing.  I was representing 
the school paper.  The camaraderie 
present in the gathering on the cool 
screen porch was obvious…even to 
a cynic like me.  I observed a horse 
logging country man as easily as home 
with academics as the guest of honor 
himself.  
 The talk on the porch was of 
logging to my left, farming to my 
right, and classic cars somewhere 
behind me.  The mixture of accents 
and vernaculars blended into a chorus 
of conversation.  Two photographers 
buzzed through the standing and 
sitting groups, conspicuous in their 

Suspenders, ties, and t-shirts…
but no tuxedos 

Ta’brielle Daniels
Staff Writer

 Put together by Chrysalis Art & 
Literary Magazine staff is something 
all students and faculty are invited to 
participate in. Coffeehouse has been 
around for quite some time. John 
Kitterman is the faculty advisor for 
Chrysalis. 
“I heard that back in the day, 
coffeehouses took place in the town of 
Ferrum, where students, faculty and 
staff could hang out together and play 

First Coffeehouse of Fall 2010 
offers entertainment
and prizes for talent

music and read poems,” Kitterman 
said.
 Thursday, September 23, 2010 will 
be the first Coffeehouse of the 2010-
2011 school year. If you have talent 
and would like to show that talent to 
your peers, come out to Coffeehouse. 
If you don’t want to rock the stage, 
feel free to come and watch others as 
they show their talents.
 Prizes will be awarded at this 
coffeehouse! The awards are for : Best 
Music: $25 gift card, Best Poetry: $25 
gift card, Best in Any Other Category 

(Dance, Acting, Comedy, etc): $25 gift 
card, and Best Overall Performance: 
$75 gift card. These have been made 
available by the Quality Enhancement 
Plan for Critical Thinking.
 It’s fun and exciting and you 
may be inspired to get up and try 
something. To get involved, you can 
contact Mr. Kitterman by e-mail: 
jkitterman@ferrum.edu.

tdaniels@ferrum.edu

attempts to be inconspicuous.  I was 
pleased to see that Wendell Berry had 
a hearty appetite.  I had been with him 
for part of a very busy day, but had 
seen him eat nothing.  
 A child’s voice from outside the 
porch brought an end to the festivities.
 “If there’s somebody named 
Wendell here…there’s a whole bunch 
of people waiting for him!”

gthompson@ferrum.edu

See Glenn Thompson’s full 
interview with Wendell Berry at the 
Iron Blade web site:  http://www.
ferrum.edu/ironblade.

getting ahead of myself. The signals 
were encouraging.”

Tom Landon, a co-producer of 
the documentary, took his first trip to 
Nepal in 2007 with Jane Vance.  With 
the written endorsement of the Dalai 
Lama, they, along with Swann and 
the rest of the team, embarked on a 
journey to take the large painting to 
the people of Nepal.  

They will present their amazing 
journey in their one-hour documentary 
this Thursday (Sept. 30) at 7 p.m. 
in the Blue Ridge Mountain Room.  
The event is sponsored by the Boone 
Honors Program and the Revolving 
Theme Committee

This will be the second official 
showing in America, and is free.

blackey@ferrum.edu

Tom London (left) and Jenna 
Swann (right), co-producers of “A 
Gift for the Village.”

photo by Sherrie Austin



Page 7 - THE IRON BLADE - September 28, 2010

Sports

DANKO from page 1

Glenn Thompson
Senior Staff Writer

 The college’s first men’s lacrosse 
coach has left the college.  Nat St. 
Laurent, who was hired last year to 
launch the school’s lacrosse program, 
has left to pursue other opportunities, 
according to Abe Naff, director of 
athletics. 
 Players were notified of St. 
Laurent’s departure early in the week 
of Sept. 20, said a team member who 
preferred not to be identified.
 According to Naff, St. Laurent has 
recruited over four dozen students 
for the new program, which will 
move forward under the guidance of 

Coach departs, but lacrosse still on the horizon

Assistant Coach Mark Frey
photo courtesy of Sports Information

Former head coach Nat St. Laurent
photo courtesy of Sports Information

City, Virginia. He is project manager 
of the drainage system at W.B. Adams 
Stadium at Ferrum College, and is 
a member of Ferrum’s first Alumni 
Sports Hall of Fame Committee. 
Danko will be speaking this week on 
the tragedy of Marshall University.
 November 14, 1970 a heartbreaking 
event happened to Huntington, West 
Virginia. A true story turned into a 
movie that is inspirational to not only 
the people of Huntington, but to the 
world. “We are Marshall” is about 
school spirit, dedication, and courage.

Homecoming will be the special 
guest Hall of Fame Speaker: Mr. Dan 
Danko.  Along with Mr. Danko’s 
speech there will also be a showing of 
“We Are Marshall.”  

The Homecoming dance will be 
held in the Blue Ridge Mountain 
room on October 2.  This year’s 
Homecoming dance will have a gold 
and white theme.  

There will also be a Homecoming 
parade that will run from the access 

Assistant Coach Mark Frey.  
 Naff stated that a search is 
underway for St. Laurent’s 
replacement and said the Department 
of Athletics hopes to have an 
announcement very soon.
 Intercollegiate lacrosse competition 
for Ferrum’s team is scheduled to 
get underway on Feb. 15, 2010, at 
Washington & Lee University.  The 
Panthers have 13 events scheduled 
for Spring 2010, seven of which are 
scheduled at W. B. Adams Field.  
 Mark your calendars for Sat., Feb. 
26, at 1 p.m. for the home debut of 
Ferrum College lacrosse.

gthompson@ferrum.edu 

  After a heartbreaking loss against 
East Carolina University, the town 
faced a harder loss when they heard 
over radios and televisions that a plane 
had crashed. On that plane were 55 of 
the 59 players on the football team. 
Also on the plane were a former head 
coach and seven former  football 
players of Ferrum College.  
  Clocks ticked but time stood 
still for the people in Huntington.  
Marshall University’s football team 
was at risk of not continuing the 
football program, but one dedicated 

road to the Grousbeck parking lot.  
The members of the fall sports teams 
will line up, and students and faculty 
will be standing along the sidewalk.  
S.G.A. President Chaz Pando says, 
“I expect a lot of alumni and family 
of the college to attend this year’s 
Homecoming festivities.”  “It is also 
important to boost class spirit for this 
year’s Homecoming,” Pando says.  

There will also be faculty, staff, and 
student relay games with each class 

and group being represented.  Some 
of the games that will be included in 
this year’s Homecoming will be; Pies, 
Bats & Sacks, Dive In, Fluffy Bunny, 
and Makeover.  

  This year’s Homecoming will 
also include a pep rally where the 
fall teams will be introduced along 
with the seniors that play on each 
respective team.  The winner of the 
t-shirt contest will be recognized, and 
there will be a performance by the 

EVENTS from page 1

player named Nate would not let 
the president discard the  team. A 
student protest was set up outside the 
building where the students chanted, 
“WE ARE MARSHALL, WE ARE 
MARSHALL.”
  Although it was hard to recruit 
a football coach, it was also hard 
to recruit football players, but that 
did not stop the new head coach 
Jack Lengyel. Coach Lengyel was 
an inspiration to everyone from 
the players to the president of the 
university. The quote used most in 

the movie was “there’s a first time for 
everything.”  Lengyel recruited a team 
of young players and there nickname 
became the “Young Thundering 
Herd.”

Come out to see the movie and hear 
Mr. Danko speak on this tragedy and 
it’s relation to Ferrum College. The 
event will be held this week. Contact 
Student Leadership and Engagement 
for more details.

rholliday@ferrum.edu

A.P.O. step team, and entertainment 
will also be provided by a band called 
the “Urban Sophisticates.”

On Saturday October 2, the 
Homecoming King and Queen, and 
the Princes and Princesses of each 
class will be announced during the 
football game.  

Come out and enjoy the festivities 
taking place on campus!

swashington@ferrum.edu

President Jennifer L. Braaten and the Ferrum College Board of Trustees
are pleased to invite you to the

 
Groundbreaking Ceremony

for the
Hank Norton Center

 
on

Saturday, October 2, 2010
at 1:15 P.M. at Center site
adjacent to Adams Field

 
Stop by and be part of this historic ceremony in support of Panther athletics! 
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 The VERY big horses started 
arriving at Ferrum on Friday, Sept. 
17. And when I say VERY…I mean 
it.  It doesn’t matter what you call 
them, draft, draught, dray, or heavy 
horse…they are BIG.  They are tall, 
with an often overstated muscular 
build.  They have been bred for hard, 
heavy work, to be temperamentally 
docile, and have a great deal 
of patience for work that often 
consists of long periods of waiting, 

Ecology on the hoof comes to Ferrum
followed by periods of intense labor.  
Surprisingly, they share their common 
ancestor with the Shetland pony.
 The Destrier horse, of the days when 
knights were bold, is the beginning of 
their lines.  Bred to carry knights in 
their heavy armor, they were actually 
smaller than the draft horses of today.  
The beautiful Percheron is considered 
the closest living example to that early 
breed.
 You probably are familiar with 
some of the other examples, at least 
by name…some by beer.  There 
are the Clydesdales from Scotland; 

the Percherons from France; the 
Shires from England; the American 
Cream Draft from the U.S.A.; and 
the Belgians…from Belgium, of 
course.  A Shire from the 19th Century 
still holds the record size, at 21.25 
hands (7 feet, 2 ½ inches) high at 
the withers, or shoulder, and 3,300 
pounds.  The target average for most 
today is 2,000 pounds.
 Event organizer, Jason Rutledge, 
president of the Healing Harvest 
Forest Foundation, brought the event 
to Ferrum to promote the idea that 
“Anything you can attach to a tractor, 

you can hitch to a draft animal such as 
a horse, mule, or yoke of oxen, often 
with better results.”
 Horse-powered technology was 
utilized to demonstrate farming and 
logging techniques conducted in a 
nature-friendly, non-mechanized 
way.  The event showcased the new 
“Country Technology,” utilizing horse 
power to wash clothes, pump water, 
split kindling, saw lumber, and best 
of all…to make some very good ice 
cream. 

gthompson@ferrum.edu

There was the blacksmith who worked like a horse making horseshoes. There were teams of horse that pulled wagons.

There were teams of horses that plowed.

There were teams of horses that waited to plow.

(Right) There were lone horses 
trained to walk on treadmills.  This 
one produced the energy that
powered ice cream churns, for 
which we are truly thankful. 

This team did not wait or plow or pull a wagon.  Nor did they work at all 
like horses.  They did what they do best, for they are not equine.  The hogs 
behaved like swine.

photos by Glenn Thompson


