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Joyoux Noël, Boones Mill Elementary
On Thursday December 1, 

2011 Ferrum College’s French 
Club took a field trip to Boones 
Mill Elementary School to give a 
presentation on French Holiday tra-
ditions.  Mrs. Ellen Amos, a fourth 
grade teacher at Boones Mill, 
contacted Dr. Janice Kaufman in 
September to ask the French club 
was willing to come and speak to 
her class about French traditions.

Mrs. Amos’ class had begun 
to read a French book entitled “The 
Family under the Bridge,” by Nata-
lie Savage Carlson.  It’s a story 
about a hobo named Armand, who 
lives under a bridge on the Seine.  
He finds three children in his spot 
and learns that they have no home.  
Through the help of some gypsies 
he is able to find work for their 
mother and a home for all of them 
to live in together.

“When I heard from Mrs. 
Amos, I thought this would be a 
great opportunity for my students 
and a good event for the French 
Club,” said Dr. Kaufman.  This 
was her first year at Ferrum and her 
first year running the French Club.  

The Dean of Ferrum’s School 
of Arts and Humanities, John Bru-
ton, was very happy about the field 

Photo courtesy of Nathaniel Bassett
Dr. Janice Kaufman with Ferrum students Jordan Edelin, Logan Bradt, Hal Hoover, 
and Nathaniel Bassett.

trip and encour-
aged the club to 
go by giving his 
full support.  He 
said that service 
teaching was 
very important 
to Ferrum as 
well as reaching 
out to the com-
munity.  What 
better way to 
help the com-
munity than by 
teaching the 
children about 
the diversity of 
different cul-
tures?

This is the 
French Club’s 
second year on 
campus.  Its 
members in-
clude: President 
Michael Logan Bradt, Vice Presi-
dent Nathaniel Bassett, Secretary 
Brittany Mays, French PALS tutor 
Halden Hoover, Matt Ferrantino, 
Samantha Norris, and Jordan L. 
Edelin.  Of all the members of the 
French club only 4, Bradt, Bassett, 
Hoover, and Edelin, were able to 

attend the field trip at the elemen-
tary school. 

Dr. Kaufman gave the first 
presentation.  She brought a map 
of Paris that showed the area 
where the book took place.  The 
elementary students were very 
interested in the map and had 
many questions.  They asked a lot 

of questions about the history of 
France, and seemed to know quite 
a bit about the Stone of Destiny 
and the French Revolution. 

After the map presentation, 
Jordan Edelin taught the students a 
French song about the days of the 
week.  The elementary students 

This Fall’s Food Fair Results Are In
by Meagan Hodges

Ferrum College Dining 
Services employees have worked 
hard to compile the survey results 
from the annual Ferrum Food Fair 
held on November 9, 2011 in the 
Blue Ridge Mountain Room.  This 
year’s Food Fair was a showcase 
of various menu items from US 
Foods and local food distributors.  
Students, faculty, and staff sampled 
items from 20 vendors free of 
charge and wrote their favorite 
choice on a large sheet of paper 
before they left the event.  

The results are in, and survey 
says that the top five most popular 
choices were: pumpkin ice cream, 
seafood chowder, turkey macaroni 
and cheese, the appletini, and pep-
permint ice cream.  

Dining Services is still wait-
ing on many of the recipes, but 
some choices from distributors can 

already be tasted across campus.  
The pumpkin ice cream has been 
featured in the Dining Hall, and the 
Greek yogurt can be found in Star-
bucks and the Crazy Cuke.  A few 
of the recipe ideas were even used 
in the annual Thanksgiving meal in 
the Dining Hall. 

Many of the items for sample 
that were at the fair can be made 
from scratch.  The Ferrum College 
Dining Hall has taken this into con-
sideration in choosing which items 
are both healthy and cost effective.  

A full list of the Food Fair 
results can be viewed to the right, 
courtesy of Michael Martin, as-
sistant director of food services at 
Ferrum College.  The items boxed 
in gray are those that can be pre-
pared from scratch.  Dining Ser-
vices is awaiting recipes for these 
items.
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On Thursday, the United States 
Senate made an important decision 
to not decide on a bill that threatened 
to allow government officials to ar-
rest and detain citizens in the US and 
hold them indefinitely in military 
custody without trial, suspending the 
right of habeas corpus.

Though there was a very heated 
debate over the matter, a 99 to 1 vote 
said that the affected clause did not 
pertain to existing legislature, effec-
tively passing the buck onto federal 
courts.  While I feel it’s certainly 
better than putting the bill into law 
as it stood, the Senate failed to take 
a stand on the matter at all.  Given 
that the contested portion of the bill 
had passed through the House, had 
the Senate passed it as is the entire 
United States would have effec-
tively been turned into a battlefield.  
However, I’m somewhat conflicted 
on this matter – while I certainly be-
lieve that enemy combatants inside 
the US should be dealt with, I can’t 
support the indefinite detainment of 
a US citizen.  

Senate Punts on Civil Liberties
by Jesse Shively

So, the debate concluded as 
little more than a tie.  That’s per-
fectly acceptable given the alterna-
tive.  Though the House and Senate 
are in disagreement, it’s probably 
more likely the case that the House 
will shift back towards the Senate’s 
viewpoint.  

Though everything is still in the 
air, we likely won’t hear much out of 
this case for a while, as matters like 
these tend to get wrapped in gridlock 
like this.  Congress only meets for 
a short while through December, 
and then won’t reconvene until after 
their break in January.  The threat 
of presidential veto still lies on the 
table, however.  But we’ve seen civil 
liberties abused by Obama already in 
his failure to close Guantanamo Bay 
and continuation of several warrant-
less surveillance and military tribu-
nals. So anything can still happen.   
We’ve also seen Obama reverse his 
views on several matters completely 
since he took office, so it wouldn’t 
be entirely shocking should it hap-
pen once again.

Why Is College So Expensive?
by Jesse Shively

Certainly, it’s no shock that 
the cost of college tuition is too 
high.  According to College Board, 
published in-state tuition plus fees 
and room/board charges exceeds 
$17,000 on average ($28,500 for 
nonprofit private institutions) for 
the 2011-2012 school year, a 6% 
increase over last year.  In 2009, 
Americans spent a total of $461 
billion on post-secondary educa-
tion, a 42% increase from 2000.  
Keep in mind that $461 billion is 
equivalent to 3.3% of the United 
States’ total gross domestic prod-
uct, and greater than the GDP of 
nations such as Norway, Sweden, 
and Portugal.

However, is the rising cost of 
tuition justified given our current 
economic situation, and the fading 
tangibility of the benefits of hav-
ing a college degree?  Many enroll 
in college thinking that when they 
graduate they will have better 
opportunities in the job market, 
however, last year, the unemploy-
ment rate for college graduates 
rose to the highest since the 1970’s 
– 5.1%.  Granted, they haven’t 
been hit as hard by the recession 
as those with high-school diplo-
mas and those without, but college 
graduates face another problem – 
underemployment.  According to 

the Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 
2008 some 29.7% of flight atten-
dants, 24.4% of retail salespersons 
and 17.4% of baggage porters had 
a bachelor's degree or higher.  Bear 
in mind that these are pre-recession 
figures, and that while further 
statistics on the matter have yet 
to be published, it’s unlikely that 
more recent data would look much 
better.  

Students who graduated in 
May of this year are faced with 
the highest student loan debt of 
all time – an average of $27,200.  
In correlation, record numbers of 
graduates from 2010 and 2011 
have been forced to move back in 
with their parents, either unable to 
find a job or unable to find a job 
that covers all of their expenses on 
top of debt payments.  Many others 
have been forced to take minimum-
wage jobs which, under normal cir-
cumstances, pay just barely enough 
for one person to live off of, let 
alone deal with their debts.

The problem of increasing 
costs of college tuition has been 
noticed by the public, however, 
with the Occupy Wall Street pro-
testors citing student debt forgive-
ness as one of their major goals, 
and with several demonstrations in 
California by students who have 

had their tuitions raised twice in 
the past year.  

In contrast to demands for 
complete student loan forgiveness, 
many are clamoring for a reform of 
the system as a whole.  The argu-
ment here is that the typical uni-
versity president does not see their 
customers (students and granters 
of research funds) as their constitu-
ency, but others – alumni who are 
appeased with successful inter-
collegiate sports teams that often 
come at monstrous costs (a famous 
example being Frank Beamer’s $1 
million salary), important faculty 
members who are bribed with low 
work-loads and high salaries, and 
trustees who often receive what-
ever they ask for regardless of its 
costs or eccentricity – are recog-
nized constituents.  The money 
spent in these areas very well could 
be put to use elsewhere, conserving 
the amount of resources expended 
and keeping costs to students low.

One proposed method of 
reform is centered on the idea that 
colleges do not have much incen-
tive to keep costs low, due to their 
nonprofit nature and structures and 
lack of pressure from students.  
Due to the prevalence of third-
party assistance in paying tuition 
bills (federal student loans and 

grants, state government funding, 
and philanthropic gifts), students 
are somewhat detached from the 
full cost of their education, keep-
ing them in the dark regarding how 
much they are actually paying, and 
how it will affect the rest of their 
lives.  

As a department director at 
Ohio University, Richard Vedder 
claims to have once successfully 
lobbied for more faculty members 
to work the same amount of hours, 
resulting in many faculty members 
evaluating him highly, earning Ve-
dder a nice raise, although he had 
lowered the overall productivity of 
the school.  Because faculty mem-
bers in many institutions are able 
to make decisions regarding who 
their bosses will be, or what sala-
ries they will receive, there is little 
reason that the decision to forego 
an expenditure will be made.

By providing more incen-
tives for colleges to keep costs low, 
and supplying students with more 
information regarding the cost of 
their education, we can hopefully 
begin to see tuition costs begin 
to decline (or at least adopt a rate 
more in tune with the rate average 
income increases), while, hopeful-
ly, quality of education continues 
to rise.  

Opinion/ Editorial
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The Freshman Conference Draws Large Crowd; 
Proves Successful

by Heather Flippen
The entire freshman class 

was brought together on Thursday, 
December 1 in Franklin Hall for 
the Freshman Conference.  The 
event, which lasted from 5:30 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m., allowed students 
to show off the results of research 
and information learned throughout 
the course of the Gateway Seminar 
classes.  Faculty and students were 
able to venture around to different 
tables to view the projects and ask 
questions.

The current freshman class 
is one of the largest groups of 
students, so it is no surprise that 
the conference spilled out of the 
Blue Ridge Mountain Room, into 
the atrium, and even in the hall-
way outside of the Panther’s Den.  
There was certainly no shortage 
of posters to view as faculty and 
students made their way around 
Franklin Hall.

Dr. Gail Summer, dean of aca-
demic planning and programs, said 
“The Conference is meant to be a 
culminating point in the semester, 
allowing freshmen the opportunity 

to hopefully showcase their best 
work.  It is somewhat unusual for 
all freshmen at an institution to 
have such an opportunity.  It is 
far more typical for such an event 
to be open only to a select group 
of students, but we intentionally 
wanted the conference to include 
everyone.” 

Each presentation pertained 
to the college-wide theme for this 
year, “Transformations of Human 
Identity in the 21st Century.”  Dr. 
Allison Harl’s students explored 
several interesting topics includ-
ing “Human Xeroxing: To Clone 
or Not to Clone,” while Professor 
Beth Harper’s group presented 
ideas on “What It Means to Be 
18 in the 21st Century.”  Each 
Gateway professor’s class had a 
different view on the theme, but 
technology, social networking, and 
human condition proved to be very 
popular topics of discussion. 

The poster presentations al-
lowed students to be creative in 
reflecting the ideas of their chosen 
topic.  “The Freshman Confer-

Feeling Expressed Through Tattoos
by Nicolas Barnes

Queen Anne, Totally Naked, 
Cherry Bomb are a weird assort-
ment of names and the only thing 
they have in common is that they 
all are tattoo shops and all have 
quite of a large list of customers 
from Ferrum College.  This is a 
new way that people are able to ex-
press themselves in this new form 
of artwork.  The customers are able 
tell the artist what they want, how 
they want it, and what it means to 
them.  In return it is the artist’s job 
to create and develop the image of 
what the customer has created in 
their head. 

Now I have seen all types 
of tattoos in my lifetime, ranging 
from the heavily tatted people like 
the rapper Lil Wayne to those that 
just dabble in the art with small tat-
toos that mean the world to them.  
On campus this art is remarkable, 
such as Dominique Brewer’s leg 
work that consists of the Carolina 
Panthers and what used to be the 
Charlotte Hornets.  So why do 
people get tattoos?  What exactly 
do they mean to them?  What is 
the purpose?  What are your goals 
in having this on your body?  So I 
explored our campus through word 
of mouth research and observation.  
A number of people have either 
outstanding amounts of ink, or the 
pieces that they do have are noth-
ing less than great art works. 

Senior Chelsey Ellerbe just 
lumped her many tats together and 

finally concluded that she has nine 
in addition to the quarter sleeve.  
Where did she draw inspiration to 
get these tattoos and why?  “My 
granddad had some, older cousin as 
well,” said Ellerbe; and all her tat-
toos are derived from her life, from 
different events that have happened 
to something as simple as what she 
likes and enjoys.  She feels that her 
sleeve holds the most importance.  
Ellerbe has absolutely no fear when 
it comes down to getting more, but 
doesn’t intend to have a completely 
tattooed body. 

Junior Roger Smith said he 
“first wanted tattoos, because of 
the rappers, the NBA players, and 
especially Allen Iverson.”  He even 
has an arm tattoo very similar to 
the one that Iverson has on his 
same shoulder.  Smith has nine 
tattoos, and says that his favorite 
tatted celebrity is Tyga.  He states 
that the one that means the most to 
him is the on his chest; a picture 
of Jesus on the cross, and Smith 
describes him as the gift from God 
sent here to save all the people in 
the world.  Moreover, Smith makes 
it clear that if he didn’t have tattoos 
his form of expression would be 
his rap career, and he would take 
that more seriously.  Smith also has 
no fear and plans to get even more 
tattoos to express himself.

Freshman Domonique Brewer 
also views tattoos as a form of 
expression, and another way to 

show his love and obedience to 
his mother.  He started his tattoo 
career with a cursive “Dawn” on 
the inside of his right forearm, and 
from that one tattoo stemmed 17 
more.  Brewer’s artistic past led 
him to first think deeply about his 
tattoos and how exactly how he 
wanted them to look; he even had 
a few sketches of his own.  When 
asked about the meaning of his art 
he said, “Each one has a different 
meaning, there all different parts 
of me and what I want to express.”  
Brewer thinks highly of the rapper 
Wiz Khalifa, his favorite tattooed 
celebrity, and it’s very easy to tell 
why.  They both have no limit to 
what they want on their bodies.  
Brewer has very concrete plans on 
how he is going to finish his Char-
lotte, N.C. -themed left leg, with 
that being his home team, and he 
intends to tattoo his entire body.  

This is our generation’s form 
of expression, and the more you 
look around the more interesting 
pieces of art you will see.  Modern 
painting and great sculpture are not 
dead to the society as we know it, 
they are just a lot closer and more 
accessible.  So, the next time tat-
toos are brought up in a discussion, 
don’t just blindly categorize any 
two tattoos together.  They are dif-
ferent.  All carry different amounts 
of emotional weight, and are beau-
tiful explanations of the human 
persona and the creation of art.

French Trip
continued from pg 1

had a little trouble pronouncing the 
words at first, but quickly got the 
hang of the song.  They were still 
humming it as they made their way 
to lunch. 

“It was really fun,” said Ede-
lin.  “They were really enthusiastic 
and I was really happy to see their 
love of learning about people who 
are different than themselves.  I re-
ally hope we get to go back.”

Next, Halden Hoover gave 
a power point presentation on 
French Christmas Traditions.  The 
elementary students, as well as 
the teachers, were very excited to 
learn about the traditions.  “I knew 
that the French had a Yule log cake 
every year,” said Mrs. Amos, “but 
I never knew the history behind it.  
It was all very fascinating.” 

According to Hoover’s pre-
sentation the Yule Log cake is a 
fairly new French Christmas Tradi-
tion.  It came about because during 
the Christmas Holidays the French 
would burn a Yule Log in the fire-
place until January 6.  Nowadays, 
most French homes don’t have fire-
places, and its hazardous to keep 
logs burning that long, so now they 
eat a Yule Log cake.

Then, Dr. Kaufman showed a 
video of all the French monuments 
and played the latest French songs, 
while Nathaniel Bassett snapped 
pictures of all the kids.  They really 
loved the video’s background mu-
sic.  They were bopping their heads 
to the beat and snapping their little 
fingers to the rhythm.  The children 
had more questions about every 
picture, which Nathaniel Bassett 
helped answer. 

Logan Bradt dressed up as a 
gypsy for his presentation, com-
plete with multiple scarves and 
guitar.  He strummed a couple 
tunes and played “Guess that tune” 
with the students while the rest of 
the French Club and the teachers 
prepared the next presentation: 
French Cuisine.

The French Club bought 
two Yule Log cakes and a plate 
of crepes to present to the chil-
dren.  The cakes were made by the 
Wildflour Market and Bakery and 
judging by the appreciative noises 
of the children it was absolutely 
delicious.  The cake was served 
with a traditional French beverage, 
hot apple cider. 

After spending two wonderful 
hours at Boones Mill Elementary, 
the French Club had to return to 
the College. The children and the 
teachers were very sorry to see 
them go and begged them to come 
back soon. With the success of this 
field trip, indeed the French Club 
or any of Ferrum’s other clubs may 
be able to engage service teaching 
in other schools.

ence was conceived by a group 
of faculty almost four years ago 
as an important early opportunity 
with undergraduate research,” Dr. 
Summer explained.  “The paper 
and poster are designed to expose 
freshmen to information literacy 
skills in their very first semester in 
order to build steps toward in-
creased critical thinking across the 
whole undergraduate experience.  
We’ve made progress toward refin-
ing this event each year over the 
past three years.”

The event drew a large crowd, 
and many upperclassmen attended 
as well, to view what the freshman 
had been diligently working on all 
semester.  Refreshments such as 
punch and cookies were offered 
in the Panther’s Den and students 
and faculty were able to mingle 
and discuss their thoughts on the 
presentations.  “Each year, I hear 
comments about the energy the 
event generates,” said Dr. Summer, 
“and that’s fantastic feedback to 
have from the Conference.”
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Theater Senior Thesis: Stacy Register

“I feel that my senior thesis 
went excellent, I put alot of work 
and dedication into putting the 
performance together and I feel 
like all my hard work paid off,” 
Said Stacey Register.

On Tuesday, November 15, 
2011 Stacey Register performed 
her senior thesis show. She chose 
to base her performance on Sofia 
Tolstoy.  “I had to write a paper 
on the Tolstoy marriage in one of 
my Russian literature classes and 
I felt a connection with Sofia,” 
Register said. 

Diane read Sofia’s diary for 
her paper, and she found it very 
clear that Sofia was a misunder-
stood and unappreciated woman.  
She dedicated her whole marriage 
to her husband and copying his 
stories into a readable format for 
him, receiving no credit.  “So 
I felt that she had a story that 
deserved to be heard, and that she 
deserved to be recognized instead 
of living in her husband’s, Leo 
Tolstoy, shadows,” Register said.

Her senior thesis went very 
well, with many compliments 
and positive feedback.  It was 
not without the effort though, 
as it took her a complete year to 
get it just right and meet all of 
the requirements.  Through it all 
Register’s main goal was that 
she would leave a desire to learn 
more about the Tolstoy’s, espe-
cially Sofia, with the audience.  

“She was a remarkable woman, 
with a remarkable story,” Regis-
ter explained.

Register has been in theatre 
since she was 4 years old.  She 
made theatre her major because 
it was something she’d done all 
her life.  Growing up, she was 

by Laura-Ann Fryzel

Take Care: 
The much anticipated sophomore album from Drake 

has arrived, breaking new ground
by Ryan Price

Drake has been an undeni-
able force in the hip-hop world 
with his introspective lyrics and 
melodic singing charting new 
ground.  Since the critical ac-
claimed mix tape “So Far Gone” 
and his debut album “Thank Me 
Later” Aubrey Graham has shot 
to super stardom in the pop world 
making him top threat for his hip 
hop peers.  

Naming his sophomore fol-
low up “Take Care” after feeling 
rushed to create his debut effort, it 
finally has a release date Novem-
ber 15.  So does Drake fall victim 
to the sophomore album curse of 
not creating a great piece, or does 
he live up to the hype that has 
been surrounding him since his 
debut?

“Take Care” starts off with 
spacey sounds of “Over my dead 
body” where he reflects on his 

life and his recent stardom to 
fame. The same slow tempo is 
created with a “Shot for me,” 
where Drake’s in house producer 
Noah “40” Shebib’s signature 
production gives him the melodic 
tone his music has been praised 
for.  Throughout “Take Care” it 
is easy notice that Drake’s muses 
are women songs, like the self-
titled song “Take Care” (which 
features Rihanna) explains how 
he understand the mistakes that 
women make while partying.  

Not all the music on “Take 
Care” is dedicated towards 
females; “Underground Kings” 
and “We’ll be fine” address dif-
ferent topics.  And the on lyrical 
“Lord Knows Me” where drake 
raps “I’m descendent of Marley 
and Hendrix/I haven’t figure out 
cause my story is far from fin-
ished.”  

Radio friendly songs like “Head-
lines”, “Make Me Proud” and the 
internet hit “Marvin’s Room” will 
please new listeners, but for old fans 
these songs will be a letdown.  Two 
crowning jewels on the album are 
“Crew Love” (which is featured by 
R & B mystery sensation The week-
end), followed up by the Lil’ Wayne 
assisted “HYFR,” where Drizzy and 
Weezy attacked the T-minus produced 
track with heavy metaphors about the 
media.

“Take Care” lives up to the hype 
that has been surfacing since the title 
was presenting to the music world.  
Though Drake might seem a little lost 
for new subject matter, the sophomore 
release delivers moody, compressed 
beats with sensitive lyrics, reflecting 
on life and its problems. Drake has 
a stellar masterpiece in his hands, 
slowly but surely a classic among the 
albums to be released for some time.

Photo courtesy of Stacy Register

cast in plays at her church and in her 
elementary school.  Her favorite genre 
in theatre is realism, wherein it covers 
many aspects of life that people typi-
cally go through.  After she graduates 
from college she plans to find a full 
time job that will allow her to make 
good use of her theatre degree. 

On Friday, December 2, the 
Jazz Ensemble and Gospel Choir 
performed their winter concert.   
The concert featured primarily 
Christmas and gospel-themed 
songs, with performances of 
“Gospel John,” “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas,” and “Matthew 28” lin-
ing the roster, among others.

This year’s concert marked an 
interesting first for the two groups.  
It was the first time that they 
performed a concert together and 
combined their talents in the per-
formance of a few songs, a dream 
that Music Director Emily Rose 
Tucker has had for years.

“It was a lot fun coming to-
gether with the gospel choir,” said 
Katie Mireles, a violinist in the 
Jazz Ensemble.  “I feel like com-
bining the gospel choir and jazz 
ensemble made the concert more 
exciting.”  

The concert certainly was 
exciting, especially after the choir 
had been added to the mix.  They 
entered from behind the audi-
ence and lined up in front of the 
stage for the first number they 
performed, which the audience 
clapped along to so enthusiastically 
that it felt as if the Sale Theatre had 
begun to vibrate.  

The Jazz Ensemble-only part 
of the concert featured a solo per-
formance of “Gigue” on flute; and 
the percussion section presented 
a piece, “Me Tarzan,” performed 
by the entire ensemble, who sat on 
the edge of the stage and snapped, 
beat their laps, and kicked the stage 
(among other methods of human-
body percussion) to create the 
beats making up the piece.  

For the performance of “Mat-
thew 28,” the Praise Dance Team 
joined the choir and band for an 
interesting yet overall brilliant 
performance.  

The concert featured an inter-
esting level of audience interac-
tion, with audience members at 
times calling out their adoration 
of the performance, which fit-
tingly marked the excellence of 
the concert as a whole.  Hopefully 
this success is a hint as to what the 
future of collaboration between the 
Jazz Ensemble and Gospel Choir 
has in store.

Winter Concert 
a Huge Success

by Jesse Shively
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On Monday November 14, 
Ferrum College had four great 
artists display five pieces each in 
the E. Taylor Greer Gallery.  Large 
scale drawings by Emily Clare, 
paintings by Michael Doig, as-
sembled and sewn sculpture by 
Paige Turner, and metal sculpture 
by Dave Wertz were shown in the 
room in the Stanly library building.  
Those that made it to the open-
ing reception of the art exhibit, 
between 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., 
were able to speak with three of 
the four artists; Michael Doig was 
unfortunately, unable to attend. 

Paige Turner created five 
beautiful hand sewn miniature 
dresses made from old sugar and 
flower sacks.  Each was placed on 
a mini mannequin on a base from 
an old clock.  With a total of twen-
ty dresses in the series, each one 
was unique.  The first was inspired 
by a journal Turner found from a 
Mormon pioneer.  She had drawn 
out the plans to make a dress when 
they arrived at their destination, 
and though Paige does not know if 
she ever actually made the dress, 
she decided to bring the woman’s 
vision to life.  

People around her inspired 
the rest of the dresses Turner cre-
ated.  The dresses were made to 
create dialogue of femininity and 

handcrafts that is now gone.  Each 
of the dresses hold some form 
of death; bones or feathers from 
small animals artfully placed to 
almost seem natural in their place-
ment.  There is an expectation that 
dresses should be nice and pretty 
and this element is a contradic-
tion to that thought.  Each dress 
is placed beneath glass, protected 
like something delicate, not unlike 
a butterfly.

The drawings done by Emily 
Clare were never actually meant to 
be shown to others.  They started 
as a personal project and grew un-
til they were shown.  The design is 
an emotional release during a time 
where bad things had happened, 
turning a bit for the better.  The 
circular vertices of the drawings 
are left up to interpretation, and 
where many see things such as ros-
es or smoke others see completely 
different things.  The Turkish saw 
the vertexes as the evil eye, which 
is a sign of protection.

Dave Wertz has gone all over 
including India and Eurasia as well 
as many more places.  Traveling 
opens him up to new ideas and in-
spiration.  His five sculptures were 
all very unique and were welded in 
such a way as to show no seams.  
The sculptures were rather fluid in 
their design and took the shapes 

of fishes, birds, and the lake.  Dave 
Wertz uses a lot of thoughtful engi-
neering and inventiveness.  One of 
his sculptures, a large wall piece in 
the shape of a fish, was originally 
made for a client as a light fixture.  
But, since the piece ran over bud-
get, we were lucky enough to have 
the piece in the gallery.

Mike Doige was the only artist 
unable to make it for the opening; 
he used to do mostly Appalachian 
themes, though this gallery was 
quite a bit different.  The first paint-
ing of his that is seen through the 
door is a rather large one on the 
far wall.  A young woman is seen 
sitting on a bed, though the exact 
conditions are unseen; bright red 
and white circles and happily fly-
ing birds are seen instead.  It is not 
until the young woman is reached 
that the full picture of the girl in 
the hospital bed is seen.  Oxygen 
reaches her through a line to her 
nose and the same birds fly around 
her.

The woman is the author’s 
girlfriend, diagnosed with leukemia 
almost two years ago, drawn before 
she lost her hair.  The red and white 
circles are blood cells behind the 
birds.  The birds themselves are not 
as concrete.  They could be sym-
bols of optimism, spirit guides, or 
some form of freedom. 

by Laura-Ann Fryzel

Diversity of Art on Ferrum Campus

Theater Senior Thesis: Cerisse Smith
by Laura-Ann Fryzel

On Tuesday, November 15, 
Cerisse Renee’ Smith performed 
her senior thesis on Judy Garland 
in the Stanley Library auditorium.  
After eleven months of effort and 
preparation her one-woman show 
finally came together. 

“I’m sure if I was more de-
tached from the audience, I would 
have been able to stay more fo-
cused on what I was expressing.” 
Smith explained.  She received 
mixed reviews from the audience 
that night.  Many people enjoyed 
the information she provided in her 
show.

“Being in theater is not easy.  
Everyone jokes and says ‘oh, it’s 
easy being a theater major, all you 
have to do is attend classes.’  I 
would like to set the record straight 
and verify that there is an astro-
nomical amount of pressure and 
stress that a person in theater feels, 
daily,” Smith advised.

When Smith was seven she 
asked her Grandmother for a pair 
of ballet slippers, instead she 
received The Wizard of Oz.  She 
loved the movie and the mysticism 
behind it, as well as the actress in 
it, Judy Garland. 

Smith has been involved with 

Photo by Ken McCreedy
theater for six years now, since in 
tenth grade when she was dared 
to try out for a low-key play.  To 
her surprise she got the part of a 
merchant, after that she realized 
how much she actually enjoyed 
it.  This is Smith’s last semester at 
Ferrum College and she has been 
thinking about what she plans to 

do next quite a lot.  Originally she 
wanted to be a playwright, writing 
for the stage.  Now, however, she 
is having second thoughts, think-
ing instead that she would like to 
do something with her voice.  She 
is currently thinking of possibly 
pursuing voice-over work.

What Are 
Holidays Really 

About?
by Tia’Lavon Butler

Features Editor

We have less than a month 
now until the beginning of a new 
year.  However, with all of the 
traditional Christmas movies in 
heavy rotation on television, I can’t 
help but recognize the differences 
between the holiday season now, 
and when I was a child. 

The obvious differences 
being the excitement of know-
ing you have numerous presents 
under a beautiful tree, and getting 
older, only to have the burden of 
supplying those gifts under that 
beautiful tree.  Although, it is very 
true, those aren’t the differences 
I was talking about.  It seems like 
the older I get the more I begin to 
question why we have these loose-
ly titled traditions anyway.

As time lingers on, it feels 
like the holidays are for the store 
owners and tree salesmen rather 
than the average family anymore.  
Every time I turn on the television 
I’m greeted with a commercial ad 
discussing all the holiday sales 
they have strategically planned for 
this time of year.  If someone were 
to forget that Christmas originates 
from celebrating the birth of Jesus 
Christ, how could you blame them?

I rarely see anything that 
relates back to the actual tradition.  
I often wonder if the children born 
of this monetary consumed genera-
tion even know that there is more 
to Christmas than the fact that 
Santa Clause is coming to town.  
On a day where we’re supposed to 
celebrate the birth of someone who 
gave up so much so that we could 
have a chance, wouldn’t it seem 
logical to sacrifice something so 
that those less fortunate can have 
something they could only dream 
of? 

Let me make it clear that I’m 
not against buying gifts for loved 
ones; I just feel there should be 
some sort of balance between giv-
ing and receiving.  Even for those 
who may not celebrate certain holi-
days, there’s nothing wrong with 
making someone else’s holiday a 
memorable one.  I commend the 
people who spend their holidays 
serving the homeless or donating 
toys and then proceeding to their 
own gift giving within their family.  

That is always something that 
I wanted to do and this year I plan 
on challenging myself to live out 
the ideas I so passionately write 
about.  I challenge you as well to 
send Christmas back to where it 
belongs, in our hearts. 
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Sports
Panther Profile: Nick English

by Jordan Dear

Nick English is a Senior 
Forward on the Men’s Basketball 
Team at Ferrum.  He is 6’5’’ and 
is from Blacksburg.  Nick has put 
many points on the Ferrum College 
scoreboard in past seasons, and his 
contributions 
continue this 
season.  

He has 
been playing 
since he was 
little and knew 
he wanted to 
continue play-
ing all through 
school.  

“When 
I was young, 
I was play-
ing just about 
all sports, 
but then I 
started play-
ing basketball 
and I loved it.  
I knew then that I wanted to keep 
playing and continue to get bet-
ter at it.  I kept playing basketball 
because it became my first love 
and if you love something, you 
want to keep playing it and that is 
what I did through high school and 
college.”   

English discussed how bas-

ketball has impacted his life.  Not 
only with different sizes of the 
players but also the way the game 
was played in both high school and 
college.  

“The difference in high school 
and college 
is definitely 
the speed of 
the game” 
he said.  “In 
high school, 
I was almost 
the tallest 
guy on the 
court and in 
college I am 
just aver-
age.” 

Nick 
would like to 
continue to 
play basket-
ball after his 
college bas-
ketball career 

ends this year. 
“I would like to try to go try 

and play for a team overseas.  It 
does not matter what team but I 
hope I can pursue that.  Playing on 
team has prepared me for the real 
world.  It has helped make me be-
come a leader, taking charge, and 
having a voice,” English said. 

Photo courtesy of Gary Holden

Photo courtesy of Gary Holden

Panther Profile: Kristen Keith

Senior Kristen Keith, has 
made a name for herself on 
the court during her last three 
years with the women’s bas-
ketball team at Ferrum Col-
lege.  Keith earned USA South 
Conference honors all three 
years with hard work, practice, 
dedication and teamwork. 

The accounting major 
started playing basketball in 
3rd grade.  She was one of the 
only two girls that played for 
her co-ed team during her first 
two years.  She later went on 
to play in Bassett High school 
where Coach Bryan Harvey 
recruited her. 

Keith explains, “I knew 
I wanted to play basketball in 
college since I was little.  I played 
year around with an AAU team.  I 
can’t imagine ever not playing; 
next year will definitely be a big 
change.”

Having support from Coach 
Harvey was a big factor on how 
Keith chose what college to attend.  
Attending a small college after 
high school was very important 
for her because she didn’t want to 
just be a number at a big school.  
“I knew Ferrum was the school 
for me because of the small com-
munity feel, and it wasn’t far from 
home.” explained the Martinsville 
native. 

This will be Keith’s second 
year as captain for the women’s 
basketball team and she hopes that 
her teammates have learned some-
thing from her these past years.  “I 
hope my teammates learn from me 
to always give all their effort every 
day and always stay positive.  I 
have learned by being on this team 
that there will always be good and 
bad times.”

Academics and on-campus in-
volvement were also an important 

aspect of Keith’s college career.  
Her hard work was recognized last 
year by the Virginia Sport Informa-
tion Directors (VaSID) where she 
was selected, along with five other 
Ferrum students, as their Academic 
All-State Team; a team that also 
had 180 students from different 
schools in Virginia.  Keith is also 
involved in the Students In Free 
Enterprise (SIFE) club and the Ac-
counting Club at Ferrum.

After graduation, Keith hopes 
to attend graduate school and 
then receive her Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) License.  Not 
playing basketball next year will 
be a great change for Keith, but she 
has learned many things through-
out the years.  “Just like in life, not 
everything is going to be fair or go 
the way you plan, but you always 
have to play or work through it and 
it will pay off in the end” she said.  
“There will always be people put 
in your life that come from differ-
ent backgrounds and you might not 
always agree on things, but you 
have to learn to work together to 
reach the ultimate goal. “ 

by Vanessa Torres
News Editor

Men’s Basketball Stats

*Ferrum scores are in bold

Women’s Basketball Stats*Ferrum
 scores are in bold
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Ferrum Forum compiled by Chalet Satterthwate

What would you like 
for Christmas?

Malcolm Reid

“A new amp and sub for my car.”

Ian West

“I don’t celebrate Christmas. I’m 
Jewish.”

Caleb Rozet
“I really don’t know.”

Courtney Mayo

“A new car.”

Bernard Jennings
“Rims and a PS3.”

Deena Grady
“My college tuition to be paid off.”

Darnell Miller

“I want to spend time with my family.”

Sam King

“A Chees-It statue of Clint Eastwood”

Rhett Norris

“I want a Chinese buffet.”
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Want	  to	  keep	  getting	  your	  Iron	  Blade???	  

	  
In	  a	  sustainable	  effort	  to	  reduce	  the	  waste	  of	  paper	  and	  the	  cost	  of	  printing	  
excess	   copies	   of	   the	   Iron	   Blade,	   the	   staff	   has	   decided	   to	   distribute	   printed	  
copies	   to	   students’	  mail	   boxes	  on	  a	   subscription	  basis.	   	   If	   you	  would	   like	   to	  
continue	  to	  receive	  your	  copy	  of	  the	  Iron	  Blade,	  simply	  clip	  the	  form	  below,	  fill	  
it	  out,	  and	  return	  it	  to	  the	  post	  office	  counter.	  	  	  

Thank	  you	  for	  your	  continued	  support!	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  

Iron	  Blade	  Subscription	  Form	  

YES!!	  I	  want	  to	  receive	  hardcopies	  of	  the	  Iron	  Blade	  in	  my	  campus	  mailbox	  	  	  	  	  	  
each	  week	  and	  stay	  informed	  of	  Ferrum	  College	  news	  and	  events!	  

Name:	  ____________________________	  	  	  	  Student	  ID	  Number:	  ____________	  

Campus	  Post	  Office	  Box	  Number:	  ____________________	  

	   	  

Student Calendar
Jan 9

•8am First Day of Classes
•9pm Improv Club practice Flex 
Theater

Jan 10
•7pm Alpha Phi Omega Pledge 
Meetings, Garber 106
•7:30pm Double Feature Films, 
Panther’s Den

Jan 11
•11am Interest meeting promo-
tion, Franklin Hall entry way
•6pm RHA Meeting, East Bassett 
27
•6:30pm English Club Weekly 
Meeting, Grousbeck 201 
•6:30pm Ferrum Outdoors Inter-
est Meeting, Panther’s Den

Jan 12
•4pm Salzburg Seminar Program, 
AV Auditorium

Jan 13
•8pm Movie Night, Eagle Cinema, 
Rocky Mount

Jan 14
•8pm Winter Hike, Location TBA

Jan 15
•1pm Improv Club Practice, Flex 
Theater
•5:30pm Phonathon, Skeens Confer-
ence Room
•7:30pm Ferrum Greek Council, 
Founders Room

Jan 16
•3:30 Information Services Advisory 
Committee (ISAC), Founders Room
•4pm Rotaract Club Meeting, Rob-
erts Hall Conference Room
•5:30pm Phonathon, Skeens Confer-
ence Room
•9pm Improv Club practice, Flex 
Theater

Jan 17
•5:30pm Phonathon, Skeens Con-
ference Room
•7pm Alpha Phi Omega Pledge 
Meetings, Garber 106

Jan 18
•5:30pm Phonathon, Skeens Con-
ference Room
•6pm RHA Meeting, East Bassett 
27
•6:30pm English Club Meeting, 
Grousbeck 202
•6:30pm Mt. Bike Team meeting, 
Ferrum Outdoors

Jan 19
•5:30pm Phonathon, Skeens Con-
ference Room

Jan 21

for January 2012

•6am Snowboarding/Skiing, Winter 
Place
•8pm Club Panther Music Series, 
Panther’s Den, Franklin Hall

Jan 22
•1pm Improv Club practice, Flex 
Theater
•5:30pm Phonathon, Skeens Con-
ference Room

Jan 23
•4pm Rotaract Club Meeting, Rob-
erts Hall Conference Room
•5:30pm Phonathon, Skeens Con-
ference Room
•9pm Improv Club Practice, Flex 
Theater

Jan 24
•5:30pm Phonathon, Skeens Con-
ference Room
•7pm Alpha Phi Omega Pledge 
Meetings, Garber 106

Jan 25
•5:30pm Phonathon Skeens Con-
ference Room
•6pm RHA Meeting, East Bassett 
27
•6:30pm English Club Meeting, 
Grousbeck 202


