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Dance Against 
Cancer

by Heather Flippen

Students gathered in the Pan-
ther’s Den at 8:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, February 2, 2012, to help 
Alpha Phi Omega, a co-ed service 
fraternity, in their quest to fight 
cancer by dancing the night away. 

The APO Dance-a-thon re-
quired $2 or $1 and a canned good 
for admission. For $5 clubs could 
take advantage of an advertising 
opportunity and dance all night 
while representing their group. 
While the main focus of the night 
was the competition to see who 
could dance for the longest amount 
of time, students were able dance 
at their own leisure in a space that 
was made available for non-partic-
ipants. 

Cliff Smircina was there to DJ 
at the event and kept everyone on 
their feet with the latest hit songs. 
Most of the students in attendance 
chose to dance with their friends, 
but there were three contestants 
battling it out in front of the judges 
table to see who could last the 
longest on the dance floor: students 
Alex Daughtry, Matt Ferrantino, 
and Alonzo Randolph.

 The participants showed 
signs of wear within the first hour 
and slowed their pace to conserve 
energy, but kept it interesting by 
showing their best moves when the 
tempo got faster or a crowd favor-
ite song came on. 

The contestants were allowed 
water breaks and refreshments 
were made available to everyone. 
Throughout the night drawings 
were held so that students could 
have a chance to win prizes. People 
trickled in as they passed by the 
Panther’s Den and were drawn to 
the upbeat music, multicolored 
lights, and infectious dancing. No 
one in charge of the event was 
available for comment. The event 
lasted until 11 p.m. and all of the 
proceeds from the APO Dance-a-
thon will benefit Relay for Life.
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Speaker Monique Ingram from Planned Parenthood.

Honor Board Report December 2011
 The college’s Honor Board policy stipulates that “Records of all Honor Board decisions 
and sanctions from each semester will be published anonymously in the first Iron Blade of 
the subsequent semester.  Honors Board activity will be summarized in log format; published 
information will include the offense and sanction, and, in the event that a student convicted is 
a repeat violator, the number of the offenses.  In keeping with students’ rights to privacy, the 
Honor Board will not make public the names of violators or of those accused of violations but 
found not to be culpable” (Section D 13).  
 The following is the record of Honors Board convictions for Fall 2011.  The current 
chair of the Honor Board is Chris Aylesworth, assistant professor of biology and director of 
Professional Health Science.

Violation    Subject    Penalty   
Plagiarism/Cheating  MTH    Zero On Assignment
Plagiarism/Cheating  MTH    Zero On Assignment
Plagiarism    AGS    Zero On Assignment
Plagiarism    SOC    ‘F' On Assignment
Plagiarism    PSC    ‘F' In Course
Plagiarism    GWS    Zero On Assignment
Plagiarism    GWS    Zero On Assignment

Relationships 101: Speaker Discusses Dating Issues
by Heather Flippen

With Valentine’s Day in mind 
students filled the Panther’s Den on 
Wednesday, February 8 in anticipa-
tion of the Healthy Relationship 
Seminar.  Monique Ingram from 
Planned Parenthood, the largest 
provider of reproductive health 
services in the United States, was 
there to discuss the expectations 
and characteristics of maintaining a 
healthy bond. 

Ingram has been with Planned 
Parenthood for six years and has 
been a sex educator for 12 years.  
“I love working with young people 
and disseminating information 
that will keep them healthy and 
informed,” says Ingram.  She was 
surprised with the turnout at the 
seminar exclaiming, “I was not 
expecting a group this big!”  More 
chairs had to be brought in just to 
seat the massive number of girls 
and guys that showed up. 

In order to break the ice and 
make those in attendance more 
comfortable with the subject 
matter, Ingram made a display of 
posters with various words related 
to relationships and sex and made 
students discuss what each word 
meant.  Crowd involvement was 
essential throughout the seminar 
and Ingram relied on humor to 
keep the students comfortable and 
entertained. 

Ingram’s attitude towards the 
audience and the content discussed 
made the seminar feel like a con-

versation between best friends.  
There were a lot of points made 
throughout the discussion includ-
ing gender roles, how society 
perceives men and women, and 
also expectations within a relation-
ship relating to college students.  
“Before entering into a relationship 
you need to know what you want 
in a partner, but your expectations 
shouldn’t be unrealistic,” Ingram 
explained, “If you’re in college and 
you’re looking for someone who is 
going to buy you lavish gifts and 
take you to exotic places then that 
is pretty unrealistic because you 
are both struggling in college and 
focused on other things.” 

Ingram also made students 
familiar with the “dating pyramid”.  

The bottom included character-
istics that partners should know 
about each other before entering 
into a serious relationship and 
sex at the top.  “You can’t build a 
relationship from the top just like 
you can’t build a house from the 
top,” Ingram said, “it will crum-
ble.”  The entire seminar was very 
informative for all in attendance 
and Monique Ingram made sure 
that students knew she was avail-
able to them if they had any ques-
tions for her.  “I am a resource in 
the community,” she said as she 
gave students her contact informa-
tion, “I am in the Roanoke area and 
I like to come to Ferrum as much 
as I can.” 
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each	  week	  and	  stay	  informed	  of	  Ferrum	  College	  news	  and	  events!	  

Name:	  ____________________________	  	  	  	  Student	  ID	  Number:	  ____________	  
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This is the last issue of the 
Iron Blade to be delivered to every 
student mailbox on campus.  Since 
my arrival at Ferrum last August, 
there have been a variety of ru-
mors about the print version of our 
campus newspaper going straight 
from the mailbox to the trash can, 
unread.  We set out to do confirm 
these reports through a variety of 
conversations across campus.  We 
also tried a little research.

Staff writer Jon Sartell col-
lected survey data on the Iron 
Blade last fall and discovered some 
interesting information.  A total of 
144 students took the survey for 
Jon and several other IB staffers; 
this was survey nearly 10 percent 
of our enrolled population.  It was 
a convenience sample, just like 
when you see pollsters at your lo-
cal shopping mall stopping who-
ever will cooperate, so we don’t 
have a scientific cross section 
that hits every demographic niche 
within our student body.  Never the 
less, several interesting trends were 
noticed.

When we look at sophomores 
and above, the sampled students 
were nearly split in half between 
preferences for an online news-
paper or the traditional newsprint 
format.  The numbers were leaning 
slightly toward the online version, 
but it is interesting to note that, in 
today’s digital media era, there are 
still those who prefer the printed 
newspaper. It is for you that we 
started the “opt-in” subscription 
forms that were printed in the last 
few issues of the fall semester.  We 
have included that form in today’s 
issue as well, in case you still need 
to tell us to continue putting the 
Iron Blade in your mailbox.  

We appreciate everyone’s 
readership regardless of format.  
Subscribe today if you want the 
‘hard copy’ of our paper, the PDF 
version will continue to be placed 
on the website, and we thank you 
for your support as the Iron Blade 
becomes a little greener.  

Dr, Karl Roeper, Faculty Ad-
visor to the Iron Blade

A Word About 
the Subscription 

Form
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Praise for “Frankenstein”
by Brianna Johnson

On January 26 the classic 
story “Frankenstein” by Mary 
Shelly debuted and was performed 
by the Ferrum College theater 
department. 

Unlike most fans’ understand-
ing of the story, the play was done 
from Victor Frankenstein’s point 
of view rather than the creature’s.  
Leading up to the performance the 
stage crew worked extremely hard, 
putting forth fantastic effort. 

Michael Beaman, one of the 
stage crew members discussed his 
experience working on the play.  
“It was really fun to work on, and 
experience the other side of play 
making, because although act-
ing is quite important, there really 
wouldn’t be a play without the 
stage crew, who puts together the 
costumes, and sets, fixes the light-
ing, and makes many other contri-
butions to the play.” 

Jordan Dear, who played the 

female lead Elizabeth, had a spec-
tacular performance, while wearing 
several dazzling outfits. 

William Seate who played 
as Victor Frankenstein described 
the experience as fun although he 
didn’t imagine it would have been 
something he would do.  “Playing 
as Frankenstein was interesting, 
although it was completely out of 
character for me, because I’m a 
happy-go lucky-guy and he’s fairly 
sad and dark,” he said. 

He then went on to say that 
he thought the performances went 
really well, although they made 
mistakes in the lines a few times. “I 
thought opening night went pretty 
well although we slipped up on 
some of the lines, but we were in 
sync enough to improvise through 
it.” 

Regardless of the mistakes, 
the play was met with generous 
applause, and I myself personally 
would love to see it again. 

Panther Profile: Teara Terry
Teara Terry, a star on the Lady 

Panther’s Basketball Team, was 
shocked that out of all the seniors 
that attend Ferrum she was selected 
to be featured in this article.  She is 
most known throughout Ferrum for 
her talents on the court through her 
teamwork and leadership.

Terry Started playing the sport 
she loves in elementary school.  
She recalled that it was her father 
whom pushed her most of every-
one she knew to play as it was a 
family tradition to be involved in 
sports.  Although she had not ini-
tially started playing basketball on 
her own, she soon grew to love it 
and it became her favorite sport. 

She played throughout middle 
and high school and recalled her 
favorite memory of playing the 
sport being when her high school 
team Dan River beat major rival 
Magna Vista High School in the 
state championships her senior 
year. 

When asked if playing bas-
ketball always came naturally to 
her, she said that it did but noth-
ing comes without patience and 
practice, which she learned most 
while attending Ferrum.  “Yes I’ve 
always been good at basketball, 
but it’s still a lot of hard work and 
takes a lot of practice, especially 
with jump shots. Coach Harvey 
helped me out a lot,” she said. 

She mentioned that other than 
her father and Coach Harvey, she 

draws major inspiration from Sue 
Bird- formerly a star of the Uni-
versity of Connecticut (UCONN) 
Lady Huskies Basketball Team, 
and who currently plays for the 
Seattle Storm in the Women’s 
National Basketball Association 
(WNBA). 

She shared her concerns 
when asked if she’d like to play 
pro basketball one day; “I would 
love to play professionally, but I’m 
way too short to play overseas.”  
She went on to say that she has 
a back-up plan. “If playing ball 
doesn’t work I’d be glad to become 
a physical therapist, and do some 
coaching on the side because not 
only did I learn a lot from playing 
ball I would like to teach others 
the same thing and also I’ll never 
be too far away from the game I 
love.”

Although most of the time you 
may see her on the court play-
ing the sport she loves or pos-
sibly practicing, she does much 
more than play basketball here 
at Ferrum.  She also plays on the 
Lacrosse team, and is a part of 
the Physical Activity Club (PAC) 
which promotes health and well-
ness in youth, and specializes in 
several recreational activities.  
Ultimately however, no matter 
the activity she is participating in, 
Teara Terry is a hard working indi-
vidual that gives a hundred percent 
in everything that she loves.

by Brianna Johnson

Ferrum Folks
Sophie Doherty 

and Ben 
Onserio

George 
Loveland

by Shannon Spencer

by Amber Stoakley

Ferrum College is full of 
diversity.  People from all around 
the area and even other countries 
continuously stream into our 
close-knit campus.  Whether you 
see international students around 
campus or are even acquaintances 
with some, the question arises; do 
we really know our fellow peers? 

Sophie Doherty came to 
Ferrum College all the way from 
Belfast located in Northern Ire-
land.  She was recommended by an 
advisor to study in the U.S.  Origi-
nally planning to study in France, 
Sophie’s advisor thought Ferrum 
would be a good choice for her, 
leading her to us. 

Ben Onsario is originally 
from Kenya, efrica.  Initially, Ben 
found Liberty University online 
and briefly attended the school.  
After ending his time at Liberty 
his sponsor recommended coming 
to Ferrum.  He did so in the fall 
of 2009 and has been with us ever 
since. 

Both students enjoy the 
Ferrum campus and smaller class 
sizes.  “I like the small atmosphere 
where you can connect with your 
professors.” said Onserio.  Doherty 
enjoys the same thing, as opposed 
to the 300 student classes at her 
last university.  Ferrum offers easy 
communication with professors 
who are always there to help or 
answer questions.

“Ferrum is an open learn-
ing environment” Doherty stated.  
At Queens University instead of 
a campus the school is just one 
building.  Students usually don’t 
socialize the way we do at college 
in America. 

Both students are hard work-
ers but now enjoy breaks as well, 
balancing both school work and 
a social life at Ferrum.  Although 
we may pass these students daily 
on campus, we should recognize 
the diversity that is among us.  
Students have come from numer-
ous different places to create the 
unified student body that we have 
now. 

George Loveland, Library 
Director at Ferrum College Stanley 
Library was chosen for this week’s 
Ferrum Folks!  George has been 
with the Ferrum College family for 
a total of sixteen years.  In those 
sixteen years Mr. Loveland has 
seen Ferrum College go through 
many changes as he expressed 
updates that have gone on in the 
library, “When I came in 1995 we 
had one public online computer in 
the building”.  This is something 
that is definitely a big change 
from what we all see in the library 
today.  

Mr. George Loveland is some-
one who also takes pride in his 
job here at Ferrum College, “I like 
talking with students about ideas, 
creativity comes from conversa-
tion”.  Mr. Loveland hopes to see 
Ferrum College excel to the next 
level of learning.  He aspires to see 
different kinds of learning styles 
in the classrooms here, “I would 
like to see a lot more open learn-
ing spaces within the building.  
Knowledge comes through dia-
logue and interaction.”  

He also had some great inter-
est and ideas that would greatly 
benefit the students on the Ferrum 
College campus. “I wonder why 
students aren’t a part of the board 
of directors.  I wonder why stu-
dents aren’t a part of decisions 
about building classrooms. There 
are schools that do this. I would 
like to see more of this”. These 
thoughts from Mr. Loveland are 
things that we all as students can 
think about, to begin a change on 
the Ferrum College campus.  

Although George Loveland is 
such a great asset to the FC fam-
ily he will be departing for Barton 
College located in Wilson, North 
Carolina.  He will not be returning 
here after the Spring Break.  Even 
though this will be a great loss for 
everyone we all wish him well as 
he takes his next journey in life.  
The Ferrum College Community 
will truly miss Mr. George Love-
land.
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Every year, all colleges 
around the nation participate in 
what is known as Assessment day 
in which all students on campus 
must participate in surveys.  But, 
why the surveys are being con-
ducted is never really explained.

The Iron Blade contacted 
Gail Summer, The Dean of Aca-
demic Planning and Programs, 
and asked her about Assessment 
Day.

There are actually many rea-
sons that Assessment Day must 
occur.  For one, it is a require-
ment for a college to be consid-
ered accredited for many regional 
accrediting bodies.  A college be-

ing accredited means that it meets 
the standards of evaluation of a 
professional or regional organiza-
tion.  A school is usually accredit-
ed as a whole by a regional board 
and individual programs are 
accredited by a professional orga-
nization.  The benefit of a college 
being accredited means that the 
educational programs are bet-
ter.  For example, if Ferrum has a 
certain accredited program, like 
Biology, you are more likely to 
get a job than someone who has 
gone to an unaccredited school 
because your skills have higher 
value.  Getting student feedback 
is essential in this process and 

Assessment Day
by Logan Bradt

Fall 2011 Dean’s List
Steven Abner
Jessica Adams
Laurie Adams
Anneleisse Alvarez
Sean Amos
Alexander Angell
Avery Ardis
Hayley Arnold
Jessica Ashby
Efua Atta-Otoo
Addissew Ayalew
Seung Yeon Baek
 Brittany Baker
Ashley Balderson
Miranda Banks
Katie Banton
Brittany Barlow
Carol Bartels
Nathaniel Bassett
Ragini Basu
Charles Beacom
Michael Beaman
Timothy Belew
Caitlin Bettinger
Milad Beygzadeh
David Bishop
Camille Bower
Mariam Bowman
Thomas Bowman
Victoria Bowman
Shaya Boyd
Heather Bozarth
Cristin Bradley
Tyler Brubaker
Morgan Burgess
Courtney Burner
Allison Byrd
Graham Byrd
Alex Cain
Kenzie Campbell
Kristen Carter
Sarah Casey
Patrick Cathro
Ashley Cherry
Amanda Cholko
Jennie Church
Albert Ciaffone
Jordan Clark
Ashley Clements
Alison Collier
Ashleigh Conley
Allison Conner
Ashley Conner
Lesley Cook
Brian Cox
Carl Craft Jr.
Asia Crawford
Bethany Crawford
Ronald Cross
Michael Crum
Deana Culler
Daryl Cunningham
Kai Dabney
Revonda Daily
Taylor Davis
Kaitlyn DeForest
Ashley Dietz

Amanda Dillion
Blake DiMeglio
Gabrielle Dobbs
Sophie Doherty
Marlea Donaho
Tyler Donaldson
Brittany Donnelly
Michael Drews
Laura Duenas
Sean Duff
Tyler Duncan
Ivan Eames
Brian Eckley
Morgan Eggleston
Courtney Epps
Lindsay Etherton
Johnthan Evans
Katie Faison
Amanda Farmer
Michelle Farris 
Tyler Faubert
Michael Ferrell
Laura Flood
Jessica Foley
Landon Foley
Raven Forbes
Kasey Forrester
Calista Fulcher
Eddy Funes
Brittani Fusco
Anthony Garcia 
Eric Garner
Rachel Garner
Chelsea Gillispie
Leigh Gish
Jessica Goad
Kayla Goins
Jame’e Gunter
Leah Gunter
Lindsey Hager
Devann Hagy
Kasey Hale
Matthew Hall
Christopher Hamm II
Marshall Hamilton
Jacob Hardy
Whitney Hartsook
Erin Haskins
Jacqueline Hawkins
Brittany Hawks
Joshua Hawks
Taryn Hayden
Andrew Hayes 
Lauren Hearp
Morgan Heath
Christopher Hendrix
Orrin Herzwurm
Ashlee Heyward
Lisa Hicks
Lenora Hinley
Erin Hodges
Meagan Hodges
Samantha Hodges
Daniel Hogan
Christopher Hundley 
Maria Lyn Hunley
Ashley Hunt

Kasey Ingram
Leah Irby
Joe Isaac III
Paul Jaglowski
Crystal James
Jasmine Jefferson
Michelle Johnson
Quanytta Johnson
Walter Johnson III
Brittany Jones
Ryan Charles- Jones
Robert Juif
Margaret Kei
Kristen Keith
James Kenney
Jasmine Key
Alexis Kimpson
Jessaca Lasiewski
Holly Laughorn
Sehee Lee
Dakota Lettieri
Jordan Ling
Joshua Liptak
Bianaca Lucas
Megan Lucks
Quetin Mack
Joshua Mahaffey
Christina Mannino
Taylor Markham
Stephanie Marshall
Alison Martin
Brittany Martin
Clint Martin
Olivia Martin
Zachary Massa
Heather Mayer
Jonathan Mayo
Brittany Mays
Jacklyn McAden
William McCray
John McDowell, III
Amy McGourty
Katherine Mireles
Kristen Monroe
John Morehead
Cannon Morris
Tyychelle Morris
Kelli Morton
Tyler Moss
Christopher Mullins
Alexis Musick
Taylor Newcomb
Taylor Noblett
Benard Onserio
Wade Ostrowski
Bianca Otey
Zachary Owen
Henry Parsley
Harley Patterson
Edward Payne
Zachalee Peace
Kara Pegram
Melody Pendleton
Carlos Peralta
Ryan Pollock
Sara Puckett
Damian Pulos

Briana Pyles
Hannal Quick
Mary Rakes
Alonzo Randolph 
Katherine Ray
Paige Redifer
Stacey Register
Deanna Reid
Kevin Reynolds
Carrie Roberts
Jon Robinson
Kassandra Rooney
Matthew Roy
Phillip Saunders
Carson Scott
Kristin Scott
Patrick Scott
William Seate
Vinsetta Secret-McDaniel
Jesse Shively
Chessie Shoemaker
Hannah Shumaker
Rachel Shumaker
Caleb Sigmon
Connor Smith
Kirsten Smith
Mendel Smith- Harris
Ronald Staton
Juliet Stephenson
Bria Stith
Cassandra Stroud
Chang Sun
Annie Surber
Posey Swope
Janiqua Tabb
Darryl Tarver
Rachel Taupier
Christopher Taylor
Christopher Taylor
Lemontre Taylor
Mallory Taylor
Robert Taylor 
Christopher Throckmartin
Tiffany Tilley
Bradley Tribble
Samantha Underwood
Anastasia VanDenDries
Kasey Waddell
Rachel Walton
Guandling Wang
Megan Webb
Erin Weidman
Taylor Welch
Bradley Weston
Daisy Wilhelm
Beth William
Brian Wilson 
Wesley Wilson
Kathryn Worrell
Lucinda Worrell
Codi Wright
Jasmine Wright
Ruobing Ying
Darrick Young
Nicholas Young
Kyle Zeller

getting specific information, via sur-
veys.  So it may be a nuisance to fill 
out the surveys, but it is beneficial for 
all students to do so.

The results from Assessment Day 
are summarized in late spring to early 
summer; the results are used by The 
Provost and the Deans to make in-
formed decisions about teaching and 
learning to better the students’ experi-
ence.  The schedule for Assessment 
Day is compressed so that the activi-
ties are prioritized based on what the 
students need to do.  In the email 
sent out, it states that certain classes 
have different activities that must be 
attend, like a Bio or Math Major must 
take an actual written survey while 

Seniors and Freshmen might only 
be required to take online surveys.  
The questions asked also vary 
from class to class.  For example, 
while a Freshamn may only have 
to answer questions such as, ‘How 
do you like to café food?’ or ‘How 
do feel about the dorms?’, a junior 
or a senior might be asked ‘Do you 
feel like Ferrum has prepared you 
well enough to get a job?’ or some-
thing like that.

If anyone has missed their 
activity or missed their chance to 
take the online survey, check your 
email because these surveys are 
mandatory and there will be sched-
uled times to take them again.


