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Thinking of 
Dr. Byrd
by Jordan Dear
Features Editor

Ferrum has lost a wonderful 
professor, friend, and colleague.  
Dr. George Thomas Byrd, an Asso-
ciate Professor of Agricultural Sci-
ences at Ferrum since 2000 passed 
away on February 14, 2012.  

Dr. Byrd was born on April 
26, 1952 in Chickasaw, Alabama 
and later moved to Georgia.  He 
began his educational career at the 
University of Georgia.  At UGA, 
Dr. Byrd received his Bachelor’s 
degree in Zoology and his Master’s 
and Doctorates in Agronomy.  Dr. 
Byrd loved teaching and explain-
ing nature to others around him.  It 
was obvious to all who knew him, 
how much he loved to teach stu-
dents at Ferrum.  

Senior Darryl Tarver remem-
bers and explains the wonderful 
little things that Dr. Byrd did.  “My 
sophomore year I took Plant Sci-
ence at 8 a.m. with Dr. Byrd.  The 
week before our first test he was 
quizzing us and I had absolutely 
no idea what he was talking about.  
So I went to see him and he spent 
the better part of two hours helping 
me out.  When I received my exam 
back I had gotten a B and he gave 
me a subtle smile, sort of like ‘I 
knew you could do it.’  

“I admire the fact that he 
was soft spoken because, when 
he talked to you, you knew it was 
something of importance,” con-
tinues Tarver.  “I also admired the 
fact that he went out of the way 
to help every student he possibly 
could, whenever they needed help.  
Dr. Byrd was a great professor; he 
drove his passion for science into 
every single one of his students.  I 
can say that before I took his class 
I knew absolutely nothing about 
plants nor did I care.  He taught me 
a great deal and I am forever grate-
ful to him for making me a better-
rounded person.  He also taught me 
that you could make a great impact 
in someone’s life even with small 
gestures.  He was a great professor 
and he will be surely missed.” 

Not only was Dr. Byrd ad-
mired by his students, his col-
leagues also appreciated him for 
his overall being.  Theatre Profes-
sor Wayne Bowman was given the 
chance to work along side Dr. Byrd 

Continued on pg. 4 

Schewels Furniture President Visits Ferrum College 
as Executive in Residence

by Logan Bradt

On March 8 at 11:15, Mark 
Schewel, the president of Schewels 
Furniture, spoke in the Blue Ridge 
Mountain room as a part of The 
Ferrum College Executive in Resi-
dence initiative.  Mr. Schewel also 
sat in on a class as a part of the 
program.

For those who don’t know, the 
Executive in Residence initiative 
was started by Ferrum to bring in 
retired and current business profes-
sionals to share their experience 
with the students and tell them 
what it is like and what has proven 
effective in the business world.  
Mark Schewel is one of many that 
have come to Ferrum since the pro-
gram was started in 2009 includ-
ing business pros such as: Edward 
Murphy, President and CEO of 
Carillion Clinic; Frank Simms, 
Manager of Hydro Operations for 
AEP; Debra C. Meade, President 
and Publisher of The Roanoke 
Times; and many others.

Mark Schewel was introduced 
by Ferrum’s President, Jennifer 
Braaten, following the day’s open-
ing remarks, which were made by 
John Carlin, Ferrum’s Director of 
Public Relations.

Mr. Schewel began his speech 
by telling the history of his busi-
ness and stated how an exact 
known of its creation wasn’t even 
known.  Schewels Furniture started 
with his great grandfather in the 
late 1800s.  It was passed down 
from generation to generation, 
staying within the family and stick-

ing to tradition.  Schewels stores 
are also rarely seen outside of small 
towns, making the business truly 
unique when compared to big chain 
stores such as Wal-Mart.  

Schewels went into debt about 
thirty years ago, and even though 
they were hit hard by the recent re-
cession, they still managed to erase 

100 percent of the company debt, 
which is no small feat.

As of this year, Schewels has 
been around for over a century, 
withstanding the test of time and 
with very little change to their 
business plans and selling meth-
ods.

Photo by Kristin Waters

On Thursday, March 15 the 
annual Women’s Leadership Con-
ference takes place at the Panther’s 
Den.  The event is free and open to 
both men and women alike.  The 
conference will focus on this year’s 
college theme: Transformations of 
Human Identity in the 21st century.  
There will be something for every-
one, with topics covering: slang, 
burned down schools, cloning, 
gaming, Dr. Seuss and American 
music.

Martha Barnette of the radio 

show “A Way with Words” will be 
the keynote speaker. Other speakers 
attending include Tammy Wood; 
a Ferrum Alumni who is now a 
kindergarten teacher at Meadows 
of Dan Elementary School.  There 
will be a staged reading of the play 
“A Number,” as well as a panel 
on computer gaming that features 
Ferrum College student Brandi 
Lockelear and Political Science 
professor, Ed Halley.

A free luncheon is included 
for all who attend which includes 
entertainment from actors starring 
in the Seussical.  The local band 

After Jack will also be the eve-
ning’s entertainment.  The 2012 
Women’s Leadership Conference 
is dedicated to Ferrum Alumni 
Franki Patton Rutherford, 2006’s 
Keynote speaker and inspiring 
social activist. 

by Shannon Spencer

Women's Leadership Conference is 
Right Around the Corner
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Freshmen and Seniors:
We Need your Feedback!

A message from Dr. Gail Summer
You've been receiving e-mails from Dr. Braaten about taking 

part in the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE).  This is 
a national survey we use to help improve the student experience at 
Ferrum College.  Please use the link in the e-mail and complete the 
survey.  This is NOT something you did on Assessment Day.  Your 
feedback really does matter, so please take part.

	  

The Blue Ridge Dinner 
Theatre, located at Ferrum Col-
lege, will hold auditions Saturday 
morning, March 31.  A total of 
eight actors, singers, dancers, and 
musicians are needed to complete 
the company for the oldest dinner 
theatre in southwest Virginia.

Auditionees should be pre-
pared to do a ninety-second, mem-
orized monologue; should bring 
sheet music for singing; and should 
bring an instrument, if they play 
one.  Auditions will start promptly 
at 10 a.m., but auditionees must 
call or email to get a specific audi-
tion slot.

The Blue Ridge Dinner 
Theatre, now in its 33rd season, 
is presenting six shows including: 
“When the Lights Go On Again” 
(a musical revue of WWII), Neil 
Simon’s “The Odd Couple,” John 
Patrick’s “The Curious Savage, 
The Night Loretta, Mother May-
belle, and Jeannie C. Spent in Jail” 
(a country and western musical re-
vue), Kipling’s “Just So Stories” (a 
musical), and the touring children’s 
show— “The Jack Tales.”

Last season, the BRDT Com-
pany performed to more than 
17,000 adults and children.  All 
actors are paid, and housing and 
meals are provided.  All actors 
must be available full time from 
May 14 through August 5.  These 
auditions are only for full company 
members; no one show actors are 
employed.

Ferrum College is located in 
Franklin County, Virginia.  For 
further information, or to schedule 
an audition call 540-365-4335 or 
email the artistic director at rste-
phenson@ferrum.edu.

Blue Ridge 
Dinner 

Theatre to Hold 
Auditions
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Sports

Brittany Barlow of the Ferrum 
Panthers softball team is this 
week’s featured senior athlete.

Barlow began playing softball 
at the age of eight.  Her parents 
asked if she would prefer playing 
with the girls after getting injured 
during a baseball practice.  “At first 
I played baseball, until I was hit in 
the face, then my parents got me 
into playing softball.  I’ve always 
wanted to play, but they are who 
kept me going.” 

Despite the somewhat rocky 
start to her softball career, Barlow 
says that she loves it immensely, 
and mentions that since she has 
played so long the sport now 
comes naturally to her.

Barlow played throughout 
her freshman year at Ferrum, but 
afterwards tore her ACL before 
the start of her sophomore season.  
She didn’t give up, however, as she 
healed up and returned to playing 
the sport she loves for her junior 
season.

Now nearing the end of her 
senior season Barlow is some-
times asked to reflect on all of 
her playing years.  She recalls her 
most memorable moment play-
ing softball being when her high 
school team made it to state cham-
pionships.  “We didn’t win, but 
the entire process of practicing 
and working to get there, and then 
making it was very memorable and 

Coach Gerald Culler is the 
current assistant coach for Fer-
rum’s Softball team.  He recently 
became available for interview as 
he was busy preparing the girls for 
the upcoming season.

Culler began coaching in 
1979 at Patrick Henry High School 
where he coached for thirty-two 
years.  During his tenure he won a 
total of six titles – five district titles 
and one regional. 

In late 2011 he had planned to 
retire from coaching, and had be-
gun volunteer work here at Ferrum, 
where his two daughters Kaileen 
and Kaitlyn attend and play soft-
ball.

The former assistant coach 
received an offer for a coaching 
position in Maryland soon after 
his arrival at Ferrum and resigned 
from his duties, leaving the as-
sistant coaching position open.  
Following this, head softball coach 
Vickie Van Kleeck offered Culler 
the assistant coaching position.

“I had planned on retiring,” 
said Culler, “and after that I started 
volunteer work here at Ferrum.  
The previous assistant coach had 
resigned, and Vickie Van Kleeck, 
the coach here, offered me a job 
after that.”

Coach Cullen was asked if he 
liked to coach at the college level 
more than coaching high school 
softball.  “I prefer coaching col-
lege players the maturity and skill 
levels are much higher than in high 
school, so we are able to focus 
more on game strategy.” 

Asked how he felt about 
coaching his daughters at the 
college level, he said; “I started 
coaching them in t-ball all the 
way through high school, and 
they know that I expect a lot out 
of them, so coaching them now is 
definitely not a problem.”

Culler then went on to men-
tion his fondness for coaching here 
at Ferrum.  “I love coaching here; 
I can really appreciate the small 
college atmosphere as opposed to a 
larger school.

by Briana Johnson

Panther Profile: Brittany Barlow

by Briana Johnson

Coach Profile:
Gerard Culler

Ferrum Sports Info courtesy photo 

enjoyable.”
The enjoyment is exactly the 

reason why Barlow plays softball.  
“I don’t really have an inspiration, 
I play for fun, with all of the things 
I have going on it’s kind of like a 
stress relief.”

Softball is not the only thing 
Barlow participates in at Ferrum.  
She also plays Volleyball, is a 
member of the Delta Phi Epsilon 
sorority, she’s the co-vice president 
of the psychology honor society, a 
member of the Rotoract club, and 
also participates in lunch buddies.

So it was no surprise when she 
mentioned that if she could play 

any other sport other than softball 
and volleyball it would be rugby, 
solely because of the physical con-
tact which helps in stress relief.

She then explained that after 
she graduates Ferrum she will pos-
sibly join “23 and under,” an adult 
league that is comprised mostly of 
college females who play softball, 
and play for two years.  However 
she does not wish to pursue this 
sport professionally, as she feels 
that after she leaves “23 and un-
der” she’ll be too old to play.  So 
she will become a special educa-
tion teacher.

Regardless of whether or 
not she continues to play softball 
throughout the years, and if she has 
some desire to play other sports; 
Brittany Barlow is an exceptional 
athlete, and is a prime example 
of what it means to have Panther 
Pride. 

Ferrum Sports Info courtesy photo 

The Ferrum College Women’s 
Basketball team has been a marvel 
to watch during the 2011-2012 
season because many accomplish-
ments that were made this season.  
Along with a couple new players, 
the team has won many games and 
showed all of the hard-work they 
contributed.  The team has played 
twenty-nine games and won twen-
ty-three of them.

The ladies’ have worked really 
well this season and have created a 
bond that no one can break.  While 
at games, everyone could see how 
the team connects and reads each 
other really well whether it is in 
the classroom or on the basketball 
court.  

Senior Ashley Clements has 
been a part of the team for the past 
four years. “The season went re-
ally well.  We are the USA South 
regular season conference cham-
pions with a record of 16-2 in the 
conference and 21-4 overall.  Our 

commitment to defense and to 
playing team ball, are really two 
of the reasons we’ve been so suc-
cessful.  We set a lot of goals for 
ourselves at the beginning of the 
season and through hard work and 
sacrifice we’ve achieved a lot of 
them.  Hopefully we can keep the 
momentum going and use it in the 
NCAA tournament this year.”  

The team has also has a 
tremendous winning streak this 
season.  They started the streak 
on January 31 away at Meredith 
College, beating them 85-69.  The 
team traveled to Averett Univer-
sity on February 4 to defeat them 
75-68, and returned home Febru-
ary 5 to beat Christopher Newport 
at Schwartz Gym. The team later 
traveled to Greensboro College 
to defeat the Pride on February 8. 
They came back to Ferrum to beat 
Methodist University and Mary 
Baldwin College the following 
week.  

The Panthers demolished the 
Squirrels of Mary Baldwin to an 

amazing score of 101-59, which 
earned them the top seed in the 
USA South tournament.  “They 
have definitely been some hard 
working girls and have had great 
rebounders on the team.  They are 
very spirited and overall a great 
team.  They are the ultimate com-
petitors because they play every 
game like their last.  The team is a 
true championship team” explains 
senior Lano Hall.  

The Lady Panthers went on to 
win three conference tournament 
games, securing the championship 
against the Captains of Christopher 
Newport at Swartz Gym, making 
them the USA South Conference 
Champions for the 2011-2012 
season.  

They played in the first round 
of the NCAA Division III Tourna-
ment but lost to Washington Uni-
versity, ending their season.  The 
team accomplished nearly all of 
their goals and achieved so much.  
Congratulations Ferrum Lady Pan-
thers on a tremendous season!

by Jordan Dear
Features Editor

Lady Panthers End an Excellent Season
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Riddick Hall to Become an Eco-Dorm

Students at Riddick hall 
returned from spring break to a 
new addition.  Riddick is being 
used as a test-site for a more eco-
friendly dorm.  Located in the 
parking lot is now a turf block. 
This is the first installment of 
what will eventually transform 
Riddick into our school’s first 
eco-dorm. 

“An eco-dorm is a green 
building, a building that is en-
ergy efficient” freshman, Caleb 
Thompson and Sophomore, Jor-
dan Clark explained.  Eco-dorms 
reduce dependency on coals and 
other sources while providing 
many positive changes.  The turf 
block used is constructed of open 
pavement and grass which will 
absorb storm water run-off while 
decreasing the amount of pollut-
ants. 

Although grass grows 
through the blocks, they will still 
be accessible to drive on.  This 

new installment will also de-
crease the heat reflected into the 
building.  Doing so will cool the 
air when warm outside, improv-
ing the livability in Riddick. 

The initial proposal for this 
project was formulated by Senior, 
Emily Brown.  When given the 
opportunity to possibly create 
an eco-dorm, Dr. Stevens’ entire 
Fundamentals of Ecology class 
participated.  “We took advantage 
of the opportunity and threw out 
the syllabus” Dr. Stevens said. 

by Shannon Spencer

Workers recently installed a “turf block” in the Riddick Hall parking 
lot as part of the Eco-dorm initiative.

Photo by Dr. Glen Stevens

 

Act Now! 

 RREESSEERRVVEE  YYOOUURR  
PPLLAACCEE  AATT  FFEERRRRUUMM    

for Fall 2012  
 

Please complete the following checklist of items to 
Reserve Your Place at Ferrum for Fall 2012: 

 
 SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA & COMPLETE FINANCIAL AID DOCUMENTS 
Complete your FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov ASAP. 
The financial aid staff is already packaging awards for Fall 2012. 

 
 SUBMIT YOUR $250 CONFIRMATION DEPOSIT 
Confirmation deposits are due on March 15. Visit Student Accounts 
to pay by check or pay your deposit online at: 
https://ferrumserver2.ferrum.edu/secure/bu/onlinestacctpay.asp 

  
 MAKE YOUR HOUSING RESERVATIONS EARLY   
Exciting changes in the Housing Sign-Up process are coming this 
month! Be on the lookout for communications about how, when and 
where! Your $250 confirmation deposit must be paid before you can 
sign-up. 

  
 REGISTER FOR YOUR FALL COURSES 
Registration Dates: March 26th – 29th  
Make an appointment to meet with your advisor. 
Outstanding account balances must be paid prior to registering for 
classes. Payments can be made by check or online at: 
http://www.ferrum.edu/studentaccts/ 

 
 

 
Keep up the good work for the rest of the spring 

semester! We look forward to welcoming you back to 
campus next fall. 

Continued from pg. 1 
and found an extraordinary 
friendship.  “He and I were ap-
pointed Division Chairs around 
the same time so we worked 
together on committees and task 
forces for the good of the college.  
He had a wickedly funny sense 
of humor that kept my spirits up 
when we were under the gun.  He 
had a winning manner that put me 
at ease.

“He was dedicated to the 
process of learning and he was 
tireless in his efforts to give stu-
dents great learning experiences,” 
Bowman explains.  “My son 
took a course with Dr. Byrd and 
insisted on reiterating whatever 

he learned in class at our dinner 
table.  Dr. Byrd was a good man 
with a kind heart and a strong 
mind.  The Ferrum College cul-
ture of learning is richer because 
of his positive influence.”  

Dr. Jason Powell, the Dean 
of Natural Sciences and Math-
ematics, acknowledged Dr. Byrd 
for his hard-working and posi-
tive attitude attributes.  “I met 
Dr. Byrd when I interviewed at 
Ferrum in the Spring 2001.  We 
worked fairly closely together 
over the next ten years.  He was 
my Division Chair (direct su-
pervisor) for some of that time, 
and those roles reversed when I 
became Interim Dean last year.  
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Keep up the good work for the rest of the spring 

semester! We look forward to welcoming you back to 
campus next fall. 

We supervised and supported the 
Titmus Agricultural Education Center 
and all the agricultural sciences pro-
gramming.  Dr. Byrd was thoughtful, 
considerate, and hard working.  He 
always did more than was expected 
of him and completed it before it was 
needed.” 

The entire Ferrum community 
family mourns the loss of a great man 
for his dedication to all of his students 
and fellow professors.  We will be for-
ever grateful to Dr. Byrd for the dif-
ference he made in the lives of every-
one who was fortunate enough to be 
taught by, work with, or be acquainted 
with him.  Thank you Dr. Byrd . . . . . 
for everything.

Dr. George 
Byrd

April 26, 
1952

to
February 
14,2010

In Memory of a Beloved Ferrum Professor


