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Emmanuel Jal in the Fall, Y'all!
by Briana Gracia

Emmanuel Jal, former child 
soldier in Africa, is a hip-hop artist 
who brought his musical talents 
and captivating stories to Ferrum 
College once again.  Assistant 
professor of sociology Susan Mead 
said, back in March of 2011, “It’s 
hard to even imagine what he has 
been through.  It makes hearing his 
story and his call to action so much 
more important.”  Her strong state-
ment still applies now, in Novem-
ber. 

Emmanuel Jal was born in 
Sudan, and left the war-stricken 
country at the age of seven; then 
fled to Ethiopia after soldiers killed 
his mother.  Preceding his arrival 
in Ethiopia, he was recruited by 
the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army and forced to fight as a child 
soldier.  After 4 years of service, 
Jal was rescued by British aid 
worker, Emma McCune.  After 
gaining further education in Kenya, 
Jal became an activist.  He raised 
money for refugees and street chil-
dren, and began spreading his story 
through music.  The music, the 
message and the man found their 
way back to Ferrum last week.

This event, entitled “Em-
manuel Jal in the Fall, Ya’ll” was 
held on Thursday November 3, 
2011.  The free concert took place 
in Ferrum College’s fitness center 
at 7:00 p.m. and was open to the 
public.  It began with a brief biog-
raphy of Jal, and an introduction to 
the young Sudanese dancers, done 
by Susan Meade.  Each child had 
a ribbon of color, first used as part 
of their costume and then added to 
their routine. 

Freshman, Shanique Lewis, 
said, “The child dancers were a 
great way to begin the show.  They 
interpreted the lyrics to the song 
with movements and told their 
story to us in the crowd.” 

After the dancers performed, 
Emmanuel Jal came onto the stage 
and began performing.  He per-
formed for about two hours and 
had the entire fitness center en-
gaged in the event.  He sang and 
rapped songs of substance, culture, 
and wisdom; and had beats that 
were upbeat and lively to get the 
crowd dancing. For two songs, 
he even invited Ferrum students 
Alphonso Green, Ivan Bozier and 
others on stage to dance with him 

Jal points to the crowd during his performance.

On Thursday November 3 
Emmanuel Jal, the war child from 
Sudan, gave a concert for stu-
dents and the general public at the 
Ferrum College Fitness Center.  
His high energy performance was 
one that influenced everyone who 
attended.  The opening act was 
the “Sudanese Peace Dancers,” a 
group of children who performed 
a choreographed dance to Em-
manuel’s song “We Want Peace.”  
The crowd seemed to have loved 
the children and their dance as this 
was a first for the Ferrum College 
community to see. 

Next to perform was Emman-
uel Jal himself.  The crowd went 
wild as he entered the stage sing-
ing along and dancing with him 
as he performed.  During two of 
his songs Jal also included crowd 
participation, bringing up some of 
the students of Ferrum College as 
well as some of the children of the 
“Sudanese Peace Dancers” group.  
In the middle of his performance 
Jal took the time out to thank Jes-
sie Naff, Justin Muse and Susan 
Mead for all of their efforts into 
the program by providing each of 
them with gifts.  Ferrum College 
student Amber Sampson explained, 
“I loved the gifts he gave to all of 
them, I thought that was so sweet”. 
Overall the concert was a great 
success; this was one of the great-
est events to ever hit Ferrum Col-
lege’s campus!

and his singers.
Jal made sure to perform his 

very popular song “War Child”.  
The song left an impact on the 
audience, and enlightened them 
on what he actually went through.  
As he sang the words “I’m a war 
child. I believe I survived for a rea-
son; to touch lives, to tell my sto-
ry” the message behind the entire 
concert was made clear.  Jal wants 
to make sure the entire world is 
aware of what he went through, 

and what plenty of other children 
in many countries go through.

“I have so much respect for 
Emmanuel Jal,” Shaquille Atwa-
ters stated, after the concert.  “He 
survived something so tough and 
still wants to share his experiences 
with others.” 

Emmanuel Jal came to Ferrum 
College and left an impact on the 
students. Many are waiting for him 
to come back with open arms and 
warm smiles. 

Emmanuel Jal 
Concert

by Amber Stoakley
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Jal danced with the "Sudanese Peace Dancers" as well as Ferrum 
College students.
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Alcohol Awareness Graveyard
by Monica Samayoa

Sports Editor

Every Fall at Ferrum College, 
students gather around the patch of 
grass in between the Sale Theater 
and the Ferrum Bookstore.  This 
spot is popular on campus because 
of the Anti-Drinking and Driving 
Graveyard which is displayed there 
every October.  

“This is the Health and Hu-
man Performance attempt to bring 
awareness to this serious cause.  
This is our awareness campaign at 
Ferrum College.  This event started 
because it will hopefully help 
reduce the amount of drunk driv-
ing,” Assistant Professor of Physi-
cal Education Shannon Hardwicke 
stated. 

This October marks the fourth 
year that this project has occurred 
at Ferrum.  There are many details 
that go into preparing this project.

“Students are required to do 
research on a real person who has 
been affected by this cause,” said 
Hardwicke.  “The students repli-
cate the individual’s story and this 
is a way to help promote the anti-
drinking and driving purpose.” 

Many of the stories have a 
strong effect on students when they 
stop and read the tombstones.

“A student who was research-
ing for this project found a woman 
who was impacted with this cause,” 
Hardwicke explained.  “She was hit 
by a drunk driver with her husband, 
her child and herself in the car.  
Her husband and child died.  The 

student did a Facebook search and 
got a lot of information from the 
woman who was impacted with 
this tragedy.  Now they are Face-
book friends.  The woman appreci-
ated what the student was doing for 
this project, it was therapeutic for 
the woman.” 

The Physical Activity Club 
(PAC) and Health and Human 
Performance (HHP) club at Ferrum 
help organize this event every year, 
students are given months to pre-
pare for this project.  Typically a 
student could get this project com-
pleted in two to three days after do-
ing effective research on a specific 
person and creating a tombstone. 

This project occurs during 
the last week of October.  Alcohol 
Awareness lands on the last week 
of October which is a high profile 
time for drinking and driving.

“My favorite part of this 
project is seeing the first set up of 
the graveyard,” said Hardwicke.  
“Sometimes there are a certain 
amount of flowers where we set 
this up and it is nice to see that 
more flowers are found at this site 
for this project.  Just to see the stu-
dents’ reaction is an impact.” 

This project has been suc-
cessful at Ferrum College because 
students find it to be important.  
The students at Ferrum are what 
make this event effective, and their 
participation is necessary in order 
to continue this success in years 
to come.  “I hope this event will 
continue at Ferrum,” Hardwicke 
implied. 
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Panther Profile: Caitlin Fournier
Sports 

by Monica Samayoa
Sports Editor

“I just fell in love with the 
sport.  It is something that has 
always been there for me and play-
ing makes me happy,” senior Cait-
lin Fournier stated about playing 
Soccer.  “Kicking a ball around can 
help me solve any problem.” 

For the past four years 
Fournier, a Spanish major, has 
played for the Ferrum College 
Panther’s Women Soccer program 
since her freshman year. Fournier 
has been playing this sport since 
she was five years old after being 
influenced to play by her two older 
brothers.

“I have two older brothers 
who both played lots of sports, so 
I always tagged along and played 
with them on their sports teams, 
eventually I just fell in love with 
soccer,” Fournier said.  “The first 
team I played for was a U-8 Rec-
reational Team; I was the youngest 
person on the team so everyone 
called me ‘Munchkin.’” 

Throughout her soccer career, 
Fournier has played many differ-
ent positions.  They include every 
position, but mostly forward and 
midfield.  She also had a brief 
goalie career at age eleven. 

After Fournier’s high school 
soccer career ended, she was not 
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sure if she would play soccer in 
college. 

“Coach Sandy contacted me 
after I applied here when she saw 
that I played soccer all throughout 
High School,” Fournier said.  I 
never really thought about playing 
soccer in college but when I real-
ized it was a possibility I decided 
to come to Ferrum.” 

Fournier played 
outside Mid-Fielder 
for her first two years 
of women’s soccer at 
Ferrum College.  For 
the past two years she 
has been playing as a 
forward for the Pan-
thers. During her play-
ing career at Ferrum 
she has received 
recognition for the 
sport she loves to play. 
Her awards include the 
USA South Academic All-Confer-
ence in 2008, 2009 and 2010; and 
shee was named to the USA South 
All-Sportsmanship Team in 2010

Some of the goals set for this 
season include: “to continue work-
ing toward a championship, to keep 
improving our game and pushing to 
be better, we want to keep building 
up our program to continue having 
success in the future and building a 
name for Ferrum Women’s Soccer, 

to be a team that people are scared 
to play,” said Fournier.

She has also set some person-
al goals for herself after her Soccer 
career ends this year at Ferrum. 

“Now that my soccer career 
is coming to an end, I just want to 
do the best we can in play-offs.  If 
we keep winning, then we keep 
playing, and that’s something all 

Women’s Volleyball Update
by Ryan A. Price

The Women’s Volleyball 
Team at Ferrum College had a 
tough start to their season.  They 
ended with an overall record of 
0-31 for the fall 2011 season. 

They showed incredible 
competition against Greensboro 
as junior Kayla Trippeer led the 
Panthers with 16 kill-shots.  Soph-
omore Leah Quinones and Fresh-
man Bridget Atkinson also had 13 
kills along with 10 assists against 
the Pride of Greensboro, but still 
their efforts resulted in a loss. 

The Panthers would then go 
against Averett University, but fell 
short in the three-game set (25-
15, 25-8, 25-19).  Kayla Trippeer 
led Ferrum with a match-high 
nine kills, while Bridget Atkinson 
dished out 16 assists. 

The Women’s Volleyball 
Team would continue their los-
ing streak against the Captains of 
Christopher Newport in their last 
set before the South tournament.  
Game scores in the loss to Chris-
topher Newport were (25-12, 25-8, 
25-10).  Atkinson had 12 assists 

and freshman Jordan Link led the 
team with four kills.

Going into the USA South 
Tournament ranked number ten in 
the Conference matched the Pan-
thers against number seven Peace 
College in the opening round.  The 
girls closed out the season losing 
in the USA south tournament with 
a 3-0 loss to the Pacers from Peace 
College. 

“The girls have worked hard 
this season” said Ferrum College 
Women’s Volleyball Head Coach 
Nancy Castillo.  “If they will stick 
together, they will be successful 
in the future.  They have served 
well and have worked all season 
to improve our serve receive.  The 
special quality of this team is that 
they have gotten along well, for the 
most part.” 

Math Center 
Schedule

Fall 2011

Monday
10-11:15, 12:15-2:30

Tuesday
11-12, 12:30-3:30

Wednesday
10-11, 12:15-3:30

Thursday
9:30-10:30, 11-12, 12:30-3:30

Closed Friday

the seniors on our team deserve for 
building up the program to where 
it is now,” she said.  “Other than 
that I’m really just proud to say 
I’ve been a part of this team for 
four years, it has been the best part 
of my experience at Ferrum so far 
and I’m so thankful for this oppor-
tunity.  As for school, I want make 
the best of my time here at Ferrum, 
but I am looking forward to gradu-
ating and getting ready for the 

next chapter of my life,” Fournier 
stated.

Once Fournier graduates from 
Ferrum she would like to continue 
her passion for Soccer. “I will 
definitely continue playing for the 
rest of my life even if it’s just for 
fun.”  Fournier explains; “I would 
really like to coach youth soccer 
and especially youth soccer abroad.  
I think that sports are essential 
for kids as they grow up and that 
being involved with a team helps 
children to succeed in other parts 
of their lives as well.  I would love 
to help them realize their potential 
in life.” 

Fournier, who is also a mem-
ber of the sorority Kappa Alpha 
Sigma and a member of the sopho-
more class honorary society Lamb-
da Sigma, has applied to join the 
Peace Corps and ideally would like 
to teach English in another country.  
She wants to work in the field of 
International Development.

“I really just want to travel the 
world and experience everything 
there is to offer, though,” Fournier 
exclaims.  
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Student Calendar
Nov 15

•2 am Gallery: Susan Jameson, Art 
Gallery   
•5am Ferrum Greek Thanksgiving 
Dinner, Blue Ridge Mountain Room
•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser #1, Student Leadership Of-
fice, Wall above the Panther’s Den
•11am North Carolina Outward 
Bound, Atrium
•12pm Learning Community Meet-
ing, Magnolia Room
•4pm 2 on 2 Basketball Tournament, 
Bassett Field 
•4:30pm Theatre Arts Department 
Senior Thesis Performances, Library 
AV Auditorium
•6:30pm Showing of the film “13 
Months of Sunshine”, Library AV 
Auditorium 
•7pm Alpha Phi Omega Pledge 
Meetings, Garber 106
•7pm  Grad School Prep, Blue Ridge 
Mountain Room
•8pm  Film: Thirteen Months of Sun-
shine, Panthers Den

Nov 16
•2am Gallery: Susan Jameson, Art 
Gallery
•9:30am  Rotaract Relay for 
Life Fundraiser #1, Student Leader-
ship Office, Wall Above Panther’s 
Den
•4pm  2 on 2 Basketball Tournament 

•2am Gallery: Susan Jameson Art 
Gallery
•9:30am  Rotaract Relay for 
Life Fundraiser #1        Student 
Leadership Office, Wall Above 
Panther’s Den
•4pm 2 on 2 basketball tourna-
ment Bassett Field
•6pm STORIES BY STAR-
LIGHT on the steps of Schoolfield 
Hall
•7pm Grad School Prep Blue 
Ridge Mountain Room
•9pm Improv Show Panther’s 
Den

Nov 17

Nov 18
•2am  Gallery: Susan Jameson Art 
Gallery
•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser #1, Student Leadership 
Office, Wall Above Panther’s Den
•4pm 2 on 2 basketball tourna-
ment, Bassett Field

Pumpkin Carving at Ferrum 
College

by Sierra Hampton

Delta Phi Epsilon decided 
that it would be a good idea to put 
together a pumpkin carving event 
to celebrate fall and Halloween 
this year.  

Chelsie Brown, director of 
the event, said “every semester 
we have to put on a social event 
so we decided we’d do a pump-
kin carving contest and invite all 
of the clubs and organizations to 
participate so it would be a good 
way to get into the Halloween 
spirit and socialize with other 
clubs.”

There were all sorts of carv-
ings including skulls, Patrick Star 
from “Spongebob Squarepants,” 
and some did their mascots from 
their organization.  Brown says 
that this event will be held an-
nually to celebrate Halloween.  
“We went to a local pumpkin 
patch and got the pumpkins,”said 
Brown. 

Anybody that was part of a 
club or organization could par-
ticipate in the contest.  Brown 
said the contest was a good way 
to promote involvement on the 
school campus.  “If you’re not re-

ally active in the school commu-
nity, you could get involved with 
clubs and organizations so that 
next year you could participate 
with your club.”

Organizations that were in 
attendance included SAK (Sigma 
Alpha Kappa), OXE (Theta Chi 
Epsilon), KAS (Kappa Alpha Sig-
ma), and clubs included AASA 
(African-American Student Asso-
ciation), PAC, the Russian club, 
and the Chemistry club.  In all 
“there were fifteen participants” 
said Brown. 

The first place winner was 
Sigma Kappa Alpha with a prize 
of $200, second place was Alpha 
Phi Omega with a prize of $100, 
the third place winner was PAC 
with a prize of $50, fourth place 
was the Chemistry Club and fifth 
place was AASA.  

A special thank-you goes 
out to the faculty of Career and 
Leadership: Jill Adams, Mike 
Ferguson, Billy Byrd, Toni Davis, 
and Justin Muse.  

On behalf of Delta Phi Ep-
silon, Brown said, “We thank ev-
eryone for coming out, we hope 
that you had a good time and we 
hope you come back next year.”

Bassett Field
•6pm  RHA Meeting East Bassett 
27
•6pm  Talent Show Practice  Pan-
ther’s Den
•7pm  Grad School Prep Blue 
Ridge Mountain Room 
•9pm Bingo Panther’s Den

Nov 16

 
     Start your Spring Semester 

HASSLE FREE!   

 
 

 
 

Please complete the following checklist of items to Reserve Your Place at Ferrum for Spring: 
  

   Get the Courses YOU WANT by Registering Get the Courses YOU WANT by Registering ASAPASAP   
If you missed registering for your spring classes, see your Advisor right away to select your classes for next semester. 
 

   Take Care of your Student AccountTake Care of your Student Account   
Payment in full is due by December 15 for any portion of your spring student account balance (including E-Term travel cost) not covered by financial aid or 
the monthly payment plan.  Outstanding balances for fall must be paid prior to registering for classes. Please contact Student Accounts if you have questions 
about your student account balance at (540) 365-4239. 
 

   Financial AidFinancial Aid   
Complete your financial aid and receive funds for this academic year. If you haven’t already, please stop by the Financial Aid office and take care of any 
unfinished paperwork. 
 
 

   Health FormsHealth Forms   
According to Ferrum College policy, you will not be permitted to register or enroll for spring semester without having a completed health form on file. 
Health forms are available online at: http://www.ferrum.edu/sites/www/Uploads/files/Health%20Center/2009-2010_health_form.pdf or contact Jill 
Adams at (540) 365-4224. 

 

 

   CheckCheck -- InIn   
Please officially check-in online as soon as possible after January 2. Completing this online check-in process will lock in your schedule. 
(Incomplete financial aid paperwork, an incomplete health form, or an outstanding student account balance WILL prevent you from checking-in online until 
you have taken care of these items). 
 

   Return to CampusReturn to Campus   
Take care of these items and you will be able to return to campus and begin classes on Wednesday, January 11 without delay! Residence halls will reopen to 
current students on Tuesday, January 10. 

Avoid the hassle! Act now to get Avoid the hassle! Act now to get youryour   class schedule and avoid any class schedule and avoid any 
delays in beginning your Spridelays in beginning your Spri ng Semester classes onng Semester classes on   

W E D N E S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  1 1  
 


