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Empty Bowls Makes a Difference
by Sierra Hampton

Photo by Sierra Hampton

Ferrum College hosted its 
second annual Empty Bowls event 
on Sunday November 13.  This 
year’s event was a success; there 
were more people and more bowls.  
Assistant Professor of Art Jeff Dal-
ton said that this year there were 
three-hundred and fifty hand-made 
bowls, where as last year there 
were one-hundred and ninety.  

Each bowl sold for ten dollars 
apiece, and professor Dalton esti-
mated that this year’s event would 
raise about thirty-five hundred 
dollars.  Assistant Catering Man-
ager Alyson Seidel said, “It’s been 
a great turn-out.  We definitely 
have a lot more that have shown up 
compared to last year.” 

“We’ve got twice as many 
bowls and it seems like we have 
twice as many people” said Glen 
Stevens, Assistant Professor of Bi-
ology and Environmental Science.  
Professor Stevens and Alyson Se-
idel were both a part of organizing 
the Empty Bowls event along with 
Professor Dalton. 

Many of the 
Empty Bowls guests 
were a part of the 
Franklin County lo-
cal community.  “It’s 
great because every-
body kind of knows 
each other,” Seidel 
said.  

Ferrum’s Direc-
tor of Music Susan 
Spataro and her son 
TJ donated their time 
to play live music 
at the event for the 
Empty Bowls guests. 

“We’re really 
glad to have them” 
said Professor Ste-
vens. “It‘s nice to 
have live music and 
it’s nice to have lo-
cal musicians. It’s a 
fabulous event.”

The bowls were all hand-made 
and because of this Stevens said: 
“It’s nice because the students get 
to see the effect they can have on 

the community. It brings out every-
one.”  Possibly with more empty 
bowls and even more people, next 
year is sure to bring another suc-
cessful Empty Bowls event. 

After Jack: Nothing Can Compare
byJonathan Sartell

On Saturday November 5, in 
the Ferrum College Panthers Den, 
the local band After Jack pre-
formed a free concert for Ferrum 
College students and the commu-
nity.  Band members Mary Allison, 
Rachel K. Blankenship, and Em-
ily Rose Tucker entertained fans, 
friends and supporters with their 
unique and incomparable sound.  

These amazingly talented 
women met while working for the 
Blue Ridge Dinner Theatre and 
the Jack Tale Players.  The band’s 
name, After Jack, came from an 
online fan vote; their name howev-
er fits, giving homage to the BRDT 
and the Jack Tales, where their 
friendship started.  Their band, 
however, has only been together 
for a few months but you would 
think, after hearing the brilliant 
sound and seeing the performance 
that After Jack has been together 
for years. 

Not only is After Jack com-
prised of original songwriters, but 
they are the definition of musicians 
and performers.  Each member not 
only sings but also plays a multi-
tude of instruments including the 
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Mary Allison, Emily Rose Tucker, and Rachel Blankenship of After Jack.

guitar, bass, the washboard, tam-
bourine, the bones, the egg shaker 
and percussion – which even 
consists of tap dancing!.  In addi-
tion, they have individual specialty 
instruments.  Tucker’s are the oboe 
and accordion, Blankenship’s are 
the fiddle, banjo, kazoo and the 
spoons, Alison’s are the ukulele 
and mandolin.  Each member of the 
band is amazingly talented on each 
and every instrument they play. 

Before their concert I sat 

down with the band to talk about 
their expectations’ for the show.  
“We are here to entertain our fans 
and the community, to thank them 
for their support,” Rachel Blanken-
ship said. 

Emily Rose Tucker continued, 
“We are so grateful for the stu-
dents, all the people who have got 
us here, the Honors Program and 
Student Activities for making this 
all possible.”  “We are all really 

Continued on page 6

"Time and 
Space" from 

Ferrum College
by Harley Patterson

On Thursday, November 
10, 2011, former Ferrum Col-
lege student Mike Smith and his 
coworker Mike Fay came back to 
campus as part of a broadcast on 
his radio show “Time and Space”.  
The show was hosting a midnight-
to-midnight marathon including 
“Harry Potter/China’s Moon” with 
interviews from across the globe.  
Members of Dr. Lana Whited’s 
English 207 class were interviewed 
in the Panther’s Den, talking about 
“Harry Potter and the Hero Myth.”  
The new Ferrum band After Jack 
was also interviewed for the show.

Smith first became interested 
in radio broadcasting when he was 
a child listening to the AM radio 
stations late at night.  He could 
tune in to a station from his home 
and still be able to pick up the sta-
tions from Chicago.  Smith would 
spend his nights playing with the 
dial on his radio, and was down-
right amazed with the fact that he 
could catch sports broadcasts from 
half way across the country.  When 
Smith got to Ferrum College, that 
spark that had been ignited in his 
childhood was still there and he 
still wanted to have something to 
do with radio.  He enjoyed being 
able to work hands-on with the ac-
tual equipment and actually being 
in a studio environment.

Smith told the story of an 
experience he had during a public 
speaking class in college by ex-
plaining, “Our producer, we call 
him H-town, loves to tell.  I had 
completely forgotten to do my 
speech and when I walked into 
class the professor said ‘I think 
you’re going today.’  I had no 
idea what he was talking about 
until he said that I was set to give 
my speech that day.  I was totally 
unprepared.”  But being a quick 
thinker, Smith took off one of his 
sneakers and proceeded to give a 
speech on the shoe.  Most would 
be discouraged by that event, but 
it only fueled Smith’s confidence.  
Years later a colleague suggested 
that he take part in Toastmas-
ters, which provides people with 
the opportunity to practice their 
public speaking.  The experience 

Continued on page 6
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"The Shadow 
Box"

by Heather Flippen
“The Shadow Box”, a play 

presented by the Ferrum Col-
lege Theatre Arts Department and 
written by American playwright 
Michael Cristofer, held its opening 
night on Thursday Nov. 10 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Sale Theatre.  H. Wayne 
Bowman, Professor and Coordina-
tor of Theatre Arts, directed the 
fall production.  The social drama 
focuses on the stories of three very 
different characters that are going 
through similar struggles.  Along 
with their friends and family they 
must come to terms with life, ill-
ness, and the inevitability of death.  

The diseases affecting each 
individual are unclear to the audi-
ence, but they are all terminal and 
running out of time.  Each character 
is questioned by an unseen inter-
viewer, voiced by Trae Price.  This 
effect makes it feel as though each 
character is talking directly to the 
audience.

Joe, an average middle-class 
man played by Chris Wolf, is the 
first character introduced in the 
play.  His wife Maggie, played by 
Samantha Franklin, and son Ste-
phen, played by Chris Taylor, come 
to visit him.  Maggie has neglected 
to tell their son about Joe’s condi-
tion because she is unable to accept 
it herself.  The actors did a wonder-
ful job of portraying the dynamic 
of a family affected by disease and 
made it very easy for the audience 
to relate to their characters.

Kenneth C. Barron III played 

Brian, an intelligent, retired author 
who wants to live life to the full-
est before his death, but his lover 
Mark, played by Jonathan Sartell, 
is worried about him.  Caring for 
Brian has really worn on Mark 
and the arrival of Brian’s flamboy-
ant ex-wife Beverly doesn’t help 
matters.  While Beverly and Mark 
have their differences, her presence 
lifts Brian’s spirits.  Ashlee Arden 
Heyward’s portrayal of Beverly was 
fantastic.  She commanded the stage 
with every line, provided comic 
relief too, and kept the audience 
laughing throughout the course of 
the play.

Devyn Joél Wooten played the 
part of Agnes, a young woman who 
spends all of her time caring for 
her ailing mother Felicity, played 
by Kasey Ingram.  Felicity is an 
elderly woman who suffers from 
many health problems, including 
dementia.  She hangs onto life with 
the hope that her favorite daughter, 
Claire, will come back.  Despite her 
mother’s longing for Claire, Agnes 
remains a devoted daughter to her 
mother.  Wooten did a great job of 
portraying the conflicted Agnes, 
who has lived her life in the shadow 
of an absent sister.

The Ferrum Theatre Arts 
Department gave viewers a produc-
tion that was both believable and 
relatable with a very talented cast 
of young actors.  The play was free 
to Ferrum students, five dollars to 
students and seniors, and seven dol-
lars to adults.  The show ran at 7:30 
PM from Thursday through Satur-
day and had its final performance at 
3:00 p.m. on Sunday November 13.

Successful Sampling at this Fall’s 
Food Fair

by Meagan Hodges
The annual Ferrum Food Fair 

was held Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2011 
in the Blue Ridge Mountain Room 
in the upper level of Franklin Hall 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.   Accord-
ing to Michael Martin, assistant 
director of food services at Ferrum 
College, there were a total of 20 
vendors from US Foods and local 
food companies.  Approximately 
750 students, faculty, and staff 
attended to sample the vendors’ 
showcased items.  Martin said that 
“because of the success, we are 
hoping to have another [food fair] 
in February 2012.”

Upon entering the Blue Ridge 
Mountain Room for the fair, par-
ticipants were greeted by the Dis-
trict Sales Manager for US Foods, 
Jim Guthrie.  “The event is tons of 
fun,” said Guthrie.  He explained 
that the annual fair is hosted to 
show appreciation to students 
and potential buyers, as well as 
to present new and exciting menu 
ideas for the cafeteria.  After the 
greeting, students, faculty, and staff 
proceeded to walk around the room 
and sample foods that were being 
prepared by the vendors for free.

There were students partici-
pating that had never attended the 
Food Fair before as well as those 
who were well acquainted with the 
event.  Sophomore Chris Byrne 
was pleased with his first experi-
ence.  “It felt like a real meal,” said 
Byrne.  

Junior Mike Schamerhorn 
took part in the Food Fair for the 
third time.  For him, the various 
options made the fair worthwhile.  
“I like the variety of food items 
and the all you can eat buffet 
style,” said Schamerhorn.  

The students weren’t the 
only ones pleased with the free 
lunch.  Many faculty and staff 
members chose to make a trip to 
the Food Fair rather than eating 
their usual meal in the cafeteria.  
M.A. Whisenant, director of hu-

man resources, said she enjoys the 
fair each year because “It’s a nice 
preview for what you see in the 
dining hall.”  

Mike Ferguson, event sales 
and catering coordinator at Ferrum 
College, was excited about the 
change from past food fairs.  The 
fair was under brand new manage-
ment this year.  Ferguson noticed 
that there was a “bigger crowd that 
linger[ed] longer.”  Past options 
were more traditional in style, 
while this year’s menu included 
healthier foods.  “Students are very 
receptive to the healthier options,” 
said Ferguson.  

David Graham, a member of 
the Innovative Concept Group out 
of Roanoke, Va., participated in 
vending and his dish was a favor-
ite.  As a food broker, he represents 
companies such as Tyson and 
Butterball and sells their foods to 
distributors.  The Innovative Con-
cept Group served turkey mac n’ 
cheese – which is an unusual flare 
on the traditional pasta dish – and 
cinnamon raisin bread pudding.  

Lee Farms out of Four Oaks, 
N.C. is also a vendor for US Foods.  
Ann Ennis, a member of the Lee 
Farms family, said that the farm is 
run by third generation manage-
ment with over a thousand acres of 
sweet potato growth.  Cooks from 
this farm made 14 recipes with 
their sweet potatoes for distribution 
such as éclairs, pinwheels, cakes, 
pies, muffins, and soufflés.  This 
company travels four hours to par-
ticipate in Ferrum’s annual Food 
Fair.  “We look forward to coming 
every year,” said Ennis.  

At the end of the sampling, 
students were asked to write their 
favorite menu option on a large 
piece of paper.  The results of the 
informal survey will be viewed by 
dining services, and they will be 
determining the most popular op-
tions and those which are the most 
cost effective.  

Last week an advertisement was run in the Iron 
Blade that had incorrect information.  It stated that 

the spring 2012 semester starts on Wednesday Janu-
ary 11, when it should have shown Monday January 
9.  Please note that the spring semester does indeed 
begin on January 9.  We apologize for any confu-
sion that the erroneous advertisement may have 

caused, and you will note that a corrected version of 
this ad appears in this week’s edition. 

Correction
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Ferrum Football and the NFL
Sports 

by Vanessa Torres
News Editor

Ferrum Football Leaves a Print on the Season

Ferrum football finished their 
season with a home win on No-
vember 12 against Averett Univer-
sity.  The Ferrum Panthers were 
7-3 Overall and 6-1 in the USA 
South Conference. The Panther’s 
finished second in the conference. 

Last year, the Ferrum Panthers 
were 4-6 Overall and 4-3 confer-
ence record. With new coaching, 
small changes and new players, the 
Panthers had a successful year and 
showed the team’s hidden poten-
tial.  

Senior Jack McDowell ex-
plains how football has changed 
since his freshman year and how 
all the changes have been positive.  
“I don’t know whether I’ve played 
more or what, but football has be-
come a more physical game since I 
was a freshman,” he says.  “I mean 
it has always been physical, but it 
seems like since my freshman year 
all the players on the team and in 

Ferrum Football brings NFL successor to Ferrum College
by Vanessa Torres

News Editor

Former Ferrum College 
football alumni, Chris Warren, has 
made an impact this season as as-
sistant running back coach for the 
Ferrum Panthers.

Warren played running back 
at Robinson Secondary School for 
4 years before being recruited by 
the University of Virginia.  After 2 
years at Virginia, Warren learned of 
former teammates going to Ferrum 
College and the atmosphere Coach 
Hank Norton had at the time.  

After reviewing the opportu-
nities at Ferrum College, Warren 
decided to transfer and finish his 
football career with the Ferrum 
Panthers.  His football career was 
so successful that during his senior 
year at Ferrum he was invited to 
play at the Senior Bowl in Mobile, 
Alabama in 1990.  Warren was the 
only Division III player that attend-
ed the Senior Bowl that year.

Two weeks after the Senior 
Bowl, Warren was contacted to at-
tend the Scouting Combine where 
he impressed many scouts.  He was 
quickly contacted by the Cleveland 
Browns, New York Giants, Arizona 
Cardinals, Seattle Seahawks and 
the New York Jets. 

In April 1990 at the NFL 
draft, Warren was chosen during 
the fourth round by the Seattle Se-
ahawks and was 89th pick overall.  
He stayed with the Seahawks for 
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Coach Warner and the team.

Coach Harper and the Black Hats.

eight years.  In 1992 while play-
ing for the Seahawks he was able 
to start as running back where he 
completed his first 1,000-yard sea-
son.  After that he had four consec-
utive 1,000 yard rushing seasons. 

Going to the NFL after his 
last season with the Ferrum Pan-
thers was a big change.  He learned 
many things from experienced 
players and was able to use these 
lessons in his life.  Warren ex-
plains, “They taught me great ethic, 
values of hard work and how it 
pays off treating people well.”

Balancing a NFL career and a 
family was no easy task for War-
ren. He is the father of two sons, 
Chris Jr. and Conlin, and two 
daughters Ariana and Kayla.

Warren states: “ My first 
daughter, Ariana, was born in 1993 
so it was difficult being busy from 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  I would go 
from meetings in the morning to 
film, practice and then more meet-
ings after that.  And traveling was 
tough since we had to travel to 
places like Florida and sometimes 
stayed for a week when we had 
games in Miami, Jacksonville and 
Tampa.” 

Warren was a three-time 
selection for the Pro-bowl in 1993, 
1994 and 1995.  He later left the 
Seahawks and was signed by the 
Dallas Cowboys in 1998 where he 
accomplished his yards per carrier 
average.  Warren retired in 2001 
after less than a season with the 

Philadelphia Eagles.
After retiring, Warren worked 

as a stockbroker for two years, 
but then quickly found out that it 
wasn’t for him.  He then hosted a 
football camp named “Grid Iron 
Express Training and Sports” in 
Arizona, which lead to his coach-
ing career.  

Warren returned to Ferrum 
to volunteer as the running back 
coach after re-meeting Coach Dave 
Harper at a Northern Virginia Fair.  
He then decided to come back and 
finish his degree in Psychology 
that he wasn’t able to finish his 
senior year at Ferrum College. 

Working with young football 
players has been a good change for 
Warren. Being back with young 
men who have a desire to get better 
and to a place where there are great 
facilities, a place where, “Students 

will be able to grow with these new 
additions [facilities],” said Warren. 

“I feel lucky to have this op-
portunity to come back to this col-
lege,” he says.  “I feel comfortable 
here it’s good…to be back where I 
started it all.”

Coach Warren hopes to make 
a difference in these young men’s 
lives and to teach them that hard 
work and dedication can pay off.  
Warren states: “ I want them to 
learn what it takes to be a profes-
sional, carry themselves as young 
men and to teach them some of the 
things that I learned from guys that 
helped me become a man …to set 
their goals high and to not give up.  
I want them to know I was in the 
same locker room and in the same 
helmet as they are.  I came from 
Ferrum and I made it.” 

the league have become bigger, 
faster, and stronger resulting in a 
more physical game.  But the X’s 
and O’s of football have not really 
changed.”

Head Coach Dave Harper and 
the team had high expectations on 
what they wanted to accomplish 
this season.  Coach Harper wanted 
to set the tone for years to come in 

his inaugural year.  Bringing a new 
attitude and a different preparation 
to the program, the Panthers were 
able to succeed this season. 

Newly appointed Offensive 
Coordinator, Coach Ralph Isernia, 
was able to incorporate a different 
feel into the offense. McDowell 
explains, “We still run triple option 
offense but instead of under center 

it’s out of the shot gun.”
Defensive Coordinator Cleive 

Adam worked with defensive 
backs, Assistant Coach Bob Brown 
worked with quarterbacks, Pete 
Shaw worked with linebackers, 
Bobby James worked with wide 
receivers, Jim Hickam worked with 
defensive linemen and Chris War-
ren worked with running backs.

The Ferrum Panthers had 
many strong players this year that 
helped make this season a success.  
Senior quarterback Marcus Mayo 
had 175 yards rushing against 
Averett with two touchdowns while 
freshman running back, Dontavi-
ous Gilbert, had two touchdowns.  
Defense wasn’t far behind with Se-
nior Linebacker Tremaine Whitney, 
had 12 tackles and an interception.  
The team’s dynamics seemed to be 
looking different from past sea-
sons and had more of a team bond 
atmosphere. 

With the season at an end, 
Ferrum Panthers will now have to 
look forward to a new season. 
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Sports 
Ferrum College Men’s Soccer

by Nicolas Barnes 

The season has finally come 
to an end for the Ferrum College 
Men’s Soccer program after tak-
ing a tough loss against Methodist 
University and finishing the entire 
season as 3-13-3.  They put up a 
very valiant effort in every contest 
and the largest margin they lost 
by was six points.  With a season 
such as this, you can only make 
plans for the future.  With almost 
half of the team being freshmen 
the amount of success that can be 
foreseen is almost an impossible 
task to try and put a finger on.  

“Retention is everything 
for the program right now,” says 
Coach Andrew Pauly.  “I think the 
guys can see their own potential, 
but we all need to work hard in 
the offseason to achieve it.  Re-
cruitment is another important 
element to add to our depth in 
every position.” 

This is very easily proven 
with the amount of ties the team 
had this season (13), it shows 
that team has the potential to be 
a championship organization one 
day.  

I also asked what were the 
things that Coach Pauly might 
wished he could have changed 
throughout the season “There 
was a two-minute span toward 
the end of the match against (#2 
USA South Conference and still 
undefeated) Christopher Newport 
University, where they got the 
game’s only goal accidentally, and 
then we had a great chance to tie 
it up with a penalty kick,” he said.  

A couple of minor changes and it 
could have been the biggest win 
in Ferrum College Men’s Soccer 
history.  “Even with the 1-0 loss, 
it showed we could compete with 
any team in Division-3,” Pauly 
says.  

With all developing teams it 
takes a lot more than just talent 
it takes team chemistry, team 
support, and a great coach and 
with and all these things are 
in place for the next couple of 
season down road.  Coach Pauly 
has placed a lot of pride in team 
and the last thing that he will 
allow them to do is be unsuc-
cessful.  “Absolutely, we have 
an extremely young squad and 
they have only been playing to-
gether for a short time,” he stated.  
“With very little junior or senior 
representation, the freshmen and 
sophomores had to be leaders.  
The guys showed resilience and 
demonstrated a fighting spirit that 
kept other teams on edge.  Teams 
with six to eight freshmen on the 
field at all times are very rare, 
and as the players get to know 
one another better and grow in 
maturity, we can really become a 
strong team.”  

Ferrum also had the fewest 
disciplinary problems (yellow 
and red cards) of any team in the 
USA South Conference.  That 
shows that they are focused on 
playing the game rather than 
tackling maliciously or complain-
ing to officials.  “The team has 
been a pleasure to work with and 
they continue to impress,” Coach 
Pauly said. 

Lady Panther’s make their return 
to Ferrum College

by Monica Samayoa
Sports Editor

Last year, the Women’s Basket-
ball Team at Ferrum College made a 
huge impact on the basketball pro-
gram.  This year Ferrum College was 
polled to finish second in the USA 
South Conference.

“It was what we expected; it is 
nice that we are thought that highly. 
We need to work hard to reach suc-
cess for this year,” Women’s Basket-
ball Coach Brian Harvey said.

The Women’s Basketball Team 
had an overall 18-9 record last year 
and they finished second in the con-
ference.  There were many highlights 
from last season. 

“The highlight of last season was 
getting to have the opportunity to be 
a part of Coach Harvey’s 100th win 
at Ferrum College, and having two of 
our teammates surpass their 1,000th 
point mark,” junior Shooting Guard 
Tesla Akers said. 

The Women’s Basketball team 
has been preparing for their upcoming 
season by conditioning during the off 
season.

“Speed, Agility, Quickness.  
Some conditioning techniques we did 
were ladder drills.  Speed and quick-
ness is important and it is also impor-
tant to be in good shape.  Our team 
practices are broken up into four seg-
ments.  They are individual develop-
ment, team offensive, team defensive, 
situation competition/shooting drills,” 
Coach Harvey says.

Every sport has team goals that 
they would like to reach by the end of 
the season, this includes the Women’s 
Basketball Team.

“Our goals for this season consist 
of: winning the conference, go unde-
feated at home, have an overall record 
of 24-1, maintain a team GPA of 2.6, 

and ‘creating a culture of great-
ness’ is our motto for the season,” 
Akers says.  “I believe that with 
teamwork and dedication we can 
achieve any of our goals.  I have 
faith in my teammates that we will 
achieve these goals and have a 
great season. 

“The team also has a sense of 
the team chemistry that they have 
developed” Akers continues.  “The 
team is like a family.  Sometimes 
we pick and fight at each other 
especially on the court, but when 
the day is done we are still sis-
ters.  One of our sayings this year 
is E.L.E –everybody love every-
body.” 

With such high expectations 
set for this season, Coach Harvey 
has a method to keep his players 
motivated for this season.

“Watch film for practice,” 
said Coach Harvey.  “Make more 
competitive and reward kids for 
their extra effort in practice. Film 
helps us evaluate and improve 
every day.” 

Last year’s success has been 
established at Ferrum College 
and the success will continue this 
season.

“Absolutely, the last several 
years have been very successful,” 
Coach Harvey says. “We would 
like to pass the hump and win the 
conference. The past success helps 
our confidence for this season.”

Mark your calendars; the 
women’s basketball team will have 
their first conference game on No-
vember 30 at Shenandoah Univer-
sity. The first home game will be 
December 30 against Washington 
and Lee University in Schwartz 
Gym. 

Writing Center Schedule
WHERE?  Stanley Library, main floor
 
 
WHEN?     Monday,  1:00 – 4:30
                   Tuesday,  1:00 - 8:00
                   Wednesday, 1:00 – 8:00
                   Thursday, 1:00 – 4:30
                    Friday,  1:15-2:15
                  
WHO?  Ferrum College’s Writing Center welcomes 
all students at all levels of ability and in all disci-
plines.
 
WHY?  We encourage students to stop in for as-
sistance at any stage of the writing process; we can 
help with brainstorming, planning, researching, 
documenting, drafting, and revising.
 
HOW?  Just drop by during the hours listed above 
and sign in.  

Photo courtesy of Gary Holden
Ferrum College’s Women’s Basketball Team
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Ferrum Forum compiled by Chalet Satterthwate

How do you like your spring 
schedule?

Charles Stith

“It was good and easy.”

Pete Kenney

“It’s straight.”

LaQuan Lawrence
“I haven’t made it yet.”

Semhar Kiflai

“It’s alright. I like it.”

Lynwood Pickett
“It’s straight. It could be better.”

Justin Jeter
“My schedule looks good and seems 

challenging.”

Maurice Coley

“It was easy making it.”

Ryan Jordan

“My schedule is hard so I don’t like it.”

Meyah Robinson 

“I didn’t get my schedule done yet.”
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After Jack

excited for tonight.” Mary Allison 
added.

Not only was the band ex-
cited, but so was the large crowd.  
Ferrum College Junior JC Mor-
rison was “Totally excited!”  Mor-
rison went on to say, “They were 
really good at the coffee house.  
I really liked it because of their 
unique sound.”  The band’s mu-
sical genre can be described as 
Americana, which merges folk, 
country, rhythm and blues, rock 
and roll and bluegrass.  Band 
member Emily Tucker said with 
a laugh, “We like to call it man 
catching music.  It’s hard to put us 
in a specific genre because we’re 
not bluegrass and not old time.  
We like to think of ourselves as 
Americana.”  SGA member Daniel 
Hogan, who attended the concert 
with his aunt and mother, said 
“I’ve seen them at the Crooked 
Road Café and it [the concert] 
was well attended.”  Furthermore, 
Daniel stated, “It’s great that local 
bands can bring the community to 
the college. It definitely helps build 
town support for the school.”

Before the concert started, 

Emily Tucker thanked the large 
crowd of students, faculty, and fans 
for their support and dedication, 
After Jack was immensely humble 
and grateful to all.  After the sweet 
thank you the concert began.  After 
Jack opened the show with a beau-
tiful a cappella song, from there the 
whirlwind of instruments started.  
The band would consistently 
switch and swap instruments and 
microphones song by song, keep-
ing the audience engaged through-
out the entire concert.  Their first 
set consisted of a cappella, gospel, 
folk, covers and original songs.  
After each and every song the ap-
plause was overwhelming.  The 
band also had an on stage pres-
ence like no other, After Jack was 
always smiling and laughing which 
created a wonderful energy in the 
intimate space of the Panthers Den. 

About an hour into the show 
the band broke for a short inter-
mission.  During the intermission 
coffee, tea, juice and snacks were 
provided free of charge by Mike 
Ferguson and Student Affairs.  
Fans were extremely impressed 
by the first set.  Ferrum College 
Sophomore Carlos Peralta said 

emphatically “My mind is being 
blown repeatedly out of the water.”

The second set started with 
the After Jack showcasing its band 
members individually.  Mary Al-
lison sung and played an original 
song on guitar, Rachel Blankenship 
played a solo on banjo and Emily 
Tucker displayed her vocals. From 
there After Jack continued to play 
together.  Their amazing renditions 
of Michael Jackson’s “Black or 
White”, songs from Grace Potter 
and Lady Gaga’s “Born this Way” 
were just a few fan favorite covers.  
The band also had a dance contest, 
in which the crowd was encour-
aged to participate, the winners 
were decided by the band and re-
ceived an After Jack poster.  As the 
night wound down, the band once 
again thanked all in attendance for 
their support and encouragement.  
The band left the stage to a stand-
ing ovation as well as an encore.  
After signing autographs, talking 
and thanking fans Rachel Blanken-
ship said “It was a great surprise 
that so many fans from the com-
munity and college came out.”

After Jack is currently in a 
national music video contest, in 

Continued from page 1

“Time and 
Space”

in Toastmasters was a great confi-
dence booster, said Smith.

“Time and Space” set up 
shop in the Panther’s Den, put-
ting a table on stage with their 
soundboards and other equipment.  
Smith’s stereo dog, Darth Beagle, 
sat on the table to help hold up 
t-shirts that said “Fuel for Your 
Gas” and “Funny, and Nutritious.”  
Beagle could also be heard in the 
background, barking along with the 
voices of the people being inter-
viewed.  

Dr. Whited took the stage 
at the beginning of the show to 
introduce her class to the audi-
ence before she and Smith invited 
members of the class to go on 
the air and discuss the class and 
their thoughts on the book and its 
characters.  Twenty students got 
up to talk about their opinions and 
to answer the questions Smith had 
for them.  Smith asked Sophomore 
Carey Kimbrough what he thought 
of the villain Lord Voldemort’s 
character, to which Kimbrough 
responded with a half-joking, half-
serious remark.

“I think Voldemort’s pretty 
awesome, I follow him on Twit-
ter,” said Kimbrough with a laugh 
and an explanation of the Dark 

Lord’s Twitter account content and 
pictures before correcting himself 
with, “But seriously, I think he’s 
interesting because he’s the undy-
ing villain.”

Junior Erin Mucha took the 
microphone after Kimbrough to re-
late Harry Potter and “Lord of the 
Rings” followed by Dr. Whited and 
Smith discussing the class and the 
rumors of Rowling’s new works.

Smith also interviewed two of 
the members of After Jack about 
their up and coming success.  He 
told them about the reactions he 
got from children who had heard 
the band and their covers of both 
Michael Jackson and Lady Gaga.  
He said he wanted to show the kids 
that there was more to music than 
just the rap and hip hop they hear 
the most.  He also asked about the 
gospel song that After Jack had 
done and how it was going over 
with the fans.

When asked how he liked 
doing the midnight-to-midnight 
broadcast, Smith said it was a lot 
more grueling than he had expect-
ed and it took a lot more work than 
he had anticipated.  He said he had 
never done an interview of a group 
like he did with the Harry Potter 
class and that he had to adlib more 
with the group than with a single 
person.  Neither Smith nor Fay had 
done a broadcast like this before, 
and both said it was strange to be 
doing it how they were.  Smith had 

entertained the thought of stream-
ing the broadcast live, but said it 
was more work than uploading 
videos of the broadcasts like they 
did.  

Technology and network-
ing has greatly impacted the radio 

show.  Smith said the broadcast 
would not have been anywhere 
near as successful if not for You-
Tube and Facebook, as it’s much 
harder to broadcast globally oth-
erwise.  Time and Space have fans 
all over the world, but if it weren’t 
for the ability to “like” videos or 
comments on Facebook, Smith and 
his crew would have no idea that 

the fan base even existed.  Smith 
said he’s greatly thankful for the 
fans he has found and the people 
he’s had the opportunity to meet 
even from the early phases of the 
show.  One of the things he said he 
has found most exciting was that 

the job enables him to talk with 
professionals and people in all 
different spectrums of fields and 
expertise.

The radio show can be found 
at the website timeandspace.us, on 
YouTube under user ufowriter22, 
and on Facebook at facebook.com/
listener22.

Continued from page 1

Photo courtesy of Dr. Lana Whited
Jacob Melino and Matthew Ferrantino talk about Harry Potter with 
Mike Smith.

which they are in the top five out 
of 60 entries, their music video was 
filmed by Ferrum College’s own, 
Chris Wolfe.  The video has gotten 
over 11,000 views and the win-
ners will be announced on Monday 
November 7.  In addition, After 
Jack just recently won a songwrit-
ing contest at Rapunzel’s Tavern in 
Lovingston, VA for their original 
song titled “Bless Your Heart”.

For more information on After 
Jack and their upcoming events 
you can find them on the web at 
http://www.facebook.com/afterjack 
or follow them on Twitter under 
afterjack. 
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Executive in Residence: Debbie Meade
Roanoke Times President and Publisher makes her mark at Ferrum 

College
by Monica Samayoa

Sports Editor

The Executive in Residence 
Program at Ferrum College in-
vited Debra Meade to come talk to 
students, faculty and administra-
tion on November 2, 2011.  Meade 
is President and Publisher of The 
Roanoke Times in Roanoke Vir-
ginia. 

Meade came to the Blue 
Ridge Mountain Room in Franklin 
Hall to discuss the topic “Not Just 
‘The Paper’ Anymore: Leading 
a News Information Company in 
the Digital Age”.  Throughout this 
topic she discussed how disruptive 
technology can be both a positive 
and negative aspect to being a part 
of The Roanoke Times.

Meade got her start in English 
after receiving both a Bachelor’s 
and Master’s in English from Vir-
ginia Tech.  She first got her start 
in teaching English and Journalism 
at a local High School.

Once she ended that career in 
teaching she joined The Staunton 
after serving as a News Leader.  In 
1983, Meade joined The Roanoke 
Times as a reporter and worked 
in different departments for this 
company before becoming Presi-
dent and Publisher.  “I am proof 
that you can start at the bottom and 
work your way up,” Mead stated.

Despite technology being 
found to consume our generation, 
Meade is finding ways to incorpo-
rate technology into The Roanoke 
Times.  A couple examples are an 
online edition of the newspaper, 
Twitter, Blogs and many more. 

“Mobile devices give us an 
opportunity to reach more news 
to the public who reads our news-
paper,” Meade explained about 
technology.

Technology is a big interfer-
ence in everyday life but Meade 
also pointed out in her speech 
about readership for this newspa-
per. 

“Our readership is one of the 
strongest in the country. We are 
2nd best in the country with our 
readership.  The Roanoke Times 
received the Best Read award for 
two of the last eight years.  Twenty 
thousand individuals read our 
newspaper a day.  Our numbers 
double on our Sunday editions” 
Meade stated.

Incorporating the technology 
to this business has also been use-
ful. “Our online readership is cur-
rently at 64 percent” Meade said.

 “My favorite part of her 
speech was when she spoke posi-
tively about the readership of the 
newspaper,” Dr. Lana Whited 
explained. 

Lana Whited, an English 
Professor at Ferrum College found 
Meade to be encouraging and a 
great example for students. 

“She was an awesome choice” 
said Whited.  “Her work is interest-
ing especially as a leader. She is a 
good model for students who are 
interested in leadership positions.  
Meade focused on what is good 
for The Roanoke Times and not 
thinking about what would be good 
for her.  She puts the needs for the 
company first.  She also managed 
to succeed and covered a wide 
range of disciplines and also visited 
other classes such as Business 
Policy, Advertising and an Honors 
class.” 

After Meade finished her 
speech a question and answer ses-
sion began. A student asked how is 
The Roanoke Times incorporating 
the use of preserving the environ-
ment?  

“We are the largest industrial 
recyclable newspaper in Roanoke.  
We are committed to bring green 
practices to our newspaper.  It is 
also great for business.  We also 

use soy based ink for our newspa-
per and have reduced the amount 
of company cars we use to deliver 
newspapers to readers,” Meade 
explained. 

Another student stood and 
asked how Meade was learning to 
coexist with disruptive technology.

“People should be comfort-
able with technology.  It helps keep 
us competitive.  Some people are 
dependent on technology so we 
must be flexible.  Disruptive tech-
nology is also an advantage in the 
business aspect,” Meade stated. 

Meade is also serves on the 
Board of Directors of United Way 
of Roanoke Valley; she’s a Trustee 
of the Tauban Museum of Art 
and the Roanoke High Education 
Center.  Meade also serves on a 
committee of Smart beginnings 
of Greater Roanoke, and is also a 
member of the Roanoke Regional 
Chamber of Commerce’s Busi-
ness Council.  Along with being 
a part of this business for twenty 
eight years, Mead provided stu-
dents with some helpful tips for the 
future. 

 

PROTECT FEDERAL STUDENT AID 

 
What can you do to help protect federal student aid programs from additional reductions for 
Ferrum College students? 
 

• The Student Aid Alliance, a coalition of higher education organizations, supports the value 
of federal student aid.  The Student Aid Alliance is requesting college administrators, 
faculty/staff, students and parents to sign online a “Save Student Aid:  Statement of 
Support.”   For complete information about the Student Aid Alliance Campaign Plan, visit 
www.studentaidalliance.org 

 
• Contact your Congressional leaders by phone, email, or fax.  Express your personal 

experiences to your members of Congress! 
 Websites listing members of Congress telephone numbers and addresses: 

The U.S. House of Representatives (www.house.gov) 
The U.S. Senate (www.senate.gov) 
  

• Join the Student Aid Alliance on Facebook (www.facebook.com/studentaidalliance) 
 

• Follow the Student Aid Alliance on Twitter (http://twitter.com/#1/stuaidalliance) 
 

 
Your support to prevent further reductions to student aid programs is needed for current and prospective 
Ferrum College students.  Show your support by signing the “Save Student Aid:  Statement of 
Support” and contacting your Congressional leaders! 

“As a CEO, don’t believe 
your business cards, always thrive 
to increase.  Each of you will find 
your path.  Be flexible, face disap-
pointments, experience failures, 
develop relationships.  After you 
succeed, pay it forward to new 
employees.  Your path may take a 
different course, but be encouraged 
to stay at that specific business 
and that encourages diversity. And 
always challenge yourself in the 
work place,” Meade explained. 

“I would like Debra Meade to 
return to speak at Ferrum College 
again,” Whited said. “It’s a shame 
that these speakers come only for 
one day.  She would be a great per-
son to have an ongoing relationship 
at Ferrum to develop relationships.  
Making connections from speakers 
can benefit both the college and the 
speaker.”

Dr. Jennifer Braaten, Presi-
dent of Ferrum College also had 
compliments for Debra Meade.  
“Best Professional and Business 
Executive Speaker Ferrum College 
has had,” said Braaten 
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     Start your Spring Semester 

HASSLE FREE!   

 
 

 
 

Please complete the following checklist of items to Reserve Your Place at Ferrum for Spring: 
  

   Get the Courses YOU WANT by Registering Get the Courses YOU WANT by Registering ASAPASAP   
If you missed registering for your spring classes, see your Advisor right away to select your classes for next semester. 
 

   Take Care of your Student AccountTake Care of your Student Account   
Payment in full is due by December 15 for any portion of your spring student account balance (including E-Term travel cost) not covered by financial aid or 
the monthly payment plan.  Outstanding balances for fall must be paid prior to registering for classes. Please contact Student Accounts if you have questions 
about your student account balance at (540) 365-4239. 
 

   Financial AidFinancial Aid   
Complete your financial aid and receive funds for this academic year. If you haven’t already, please stop by the Financial Aid office and take care of any 
unfinished paperwork. 
 
 

   Health FormsHealth Forms   
According to Ferrum College policy, you will not be permitted to register or enroll for spring semester without having a completed health form on file. 
Health forms are available online at: http://www.ferrum.edu/sites/www/Uploads/files/Health%20Center/2009-2010_health_form.pdf or contact Jill 
Adams at (540) 365-4224. 

 

 

   CheckCheck -- InIn   
Please officially check-in online as soon as possible after January 2. Completing this online check-in process will lock in your schedule. 
(Incomplete financial aid paperwork, an incomplete health form, or an outstanding student account balance WILL prevent you from checking-in online until 
you have taken care of these items). 
 

   Return to CampusReturn to Campus   
Take care of these items and you will be able to return to campus and begin classes on Wednesday, January 11 without delay! Residence halls will reopen to 
current students on Tuesday, January 10. 

Avoid the hassle! Act now to get Avoid the hassle! Act now to get youryour   class schedule and avoid any class schedule and avoid any 
delays in beginning your Spridelays in beginning your Spri ng Semester classes onng Semester classes on   

M O N D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  9  
 

Want	  to	  keep	  getting	  your	  Iron	  Blade???	  

	  
In	  a	  sustainable	  effort	  to	  reduce	  the	  waste	  of	  paper	  and	  the	  cost	  of	  printing	  
excess	   copies	   of	   the	   Iron	   Blade,	   the	   staff	   has	   decided	   to	   distribute	   printed	  
copies	   to	   students’	  mail	   boxes	  on	  a	   subscription	  basis.	   	   If	   you	  would	   like	   to	  
continue	  to	  receive	  your	  copy	  of	  the	  Iron	  Blade,	  simply	  clip	  the	  form	  below,	  fill	  
it	  out,	  and	  return	  it	  to	  the	  post	  office	  counter.	  	  	  

Thank	  you	  for	  your	  continued	  support!	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  

Iron	  Blade	  Subscription	  Form	  

YES!!	  I	  want	  to	  receive	  hardcopies	  of	  the	  Iron	  Blade	  in	  my	  campus	  mailbox	  	  	  	  	  	  
each	  week	  and	  stay	  informed	  of	  Ferrum	  College	  news	  and	  events!	  

Name:	  ____________________________	  	  	  	  Student	  ID	  Number:	  ____________	  

Campus	  Post	  Office	  Box	  Number:	  ____________________	  

	   	  


