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After Jack Comes to Ferrum College
by Sierra Hampton

“After Jack is a band; a trio, 
made up of Mary Allison, Ra-
chel Blankenship and me, Emily 
Rose Tucker” said Tucker.  Emily 
Tucker is an instructor of music 
here at Ferrum College.  Tucker is 
also overseeing the performance of 
After Jack, a new music band that 
originated here at Ferrum.

After Jack plays a mix of 
Americana, folk and traditional 
music with an upbeat and high en-
ergy feel.  Tucker says After Jack 
is being promoted by the honors 
program and the student activities 
program.  She says the directors 
of both programs felt that “After 
Jack’s music, and the fact that 
they’re local musicians, would be a 
great thing to share with students.” 

The first thing that students 
would notice about After Jack 
would be their unique name.  
“Well, we had a lot of different 
ideas and we were looking for 
something that had to do with who 
we were, said Tucker.  “We all 
met working here at the theatre, 
at Blue Ridge Dinner Theatre and 
we all tour with the Jack Tales; 
that’s a touring theatre company 
that’s been on campus for over 

thirty years.  That was a big part 
of our lives, it still is a big part 
of our lives, so that was one of 
the ideas that we came up with as 
sort of a reference to that this is a 
place where we’ve all chosen to 
be because of these traditions and 
because of our work together; it’s 
brought us together and sort of 
inspired this new project. “

Tucker says the group took 
all of their ideas and put them on 
Facebook to let all their friends and 
fans vote.  She says that’s how they 
mainly make their decisions about 
After Jack.  Currently Tucker and 
her group have an online contest 
on Facebook that’s in progress. 

People can go to the website 
and submit logos that they think 
are appropriate for After Jack.  The 
group will choose four logos that 
have potential to become the After 
Jack logo, and out of those four Af-
ter Jack fans will choose one logo 
for the band.  The Facebook page 
can be found at www.facebook.
com/afterjack. 

The contest is for people to 
vote for a logo for After Jack; “We 
tend to try to find out how other 
people see us and then use that to 
inform our decisions.  The “Logo” 

contest was created by Tucker and 
her group.  

There is also a national 
contest that is sponsored by the 
Hayloft Gang.  “PBS is making a 
documentary this fall about a radio 
show that was around I think in the 
30’s called the Hayloft Gang, and it 
was sort of a variety show and they 
had a contest for people to choose 
a song from the radio show and 
then do it in their own way with a 
video,” Tucker explains.  “So we 
made this video and submitted it, 
and Chris Wolf who is a Ferrum 
student shot the video, and we are 
in the finals right now the voting.  
We’re one of the top five finalists, 
so we’ve got people voting all the 
time, going to this website and vot-
ing for our video.”

If you would like to vote for 
After Jack’s video go to www.con-
test.hayloftgang.com and submit 
your vote.  

After Jack will be coming to 
Ferrum College on November the 
5 and they will be playing in the 
Panther’s Den.  Tucker also says 
that After Jack will be performing 
a Halloween party on October 28 
and 29 at the Crooked Road Café 
in downtown Ferrum.

Folklife Festival: Arts and Crafts Showcase
by Meagan Hodges

Over 50 arts and crafts ven-
dors took part in Ferrum College’s 
annual Folklife Festival held on 
Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011.  These 
crafters were located across cam-
pus with the majority of vendors 
set up in the Fitness Center.  Many 
others did outdoor demonstrations 
at the Blue Ridge Farm Museum.  

According to Vaughan Webb, 
assistant director of the Blue Ridge 
Institute (BRI), there is a limited 
amount of space for vendors to fill, 
so the number of crafters is ap-
proximately the same each year.  
Festival organizers are primarily 
interested in “older [craft] forms 
that have been passed down gener-
ations,” said Webb.  He says this is 
what classifies crafts as “folk art.”  
Many of the crafts at the festival 
are no longer practiced because of 
a need for the product, but rather as 
an art form.

“Some crafts disappear, but 
some have gone from the tradi-
tion of necessity to the tradition of 
recreation because of industrializa-

tion,” said Webb.
Terry Peters of J&P Meat 

Processing in Burnt Chimney, Va. 
did butchering.  This is considered 
a “food craft,” and after the pig 
was slaughtered at the festival, 
it was eaten so that nothing was 
wasted during the demonstration.  
In the true “folk art” tradition, 
Peter’s family makes a living with 
the meat processing factory.  His 
grandparents started the business, 
and he grew up around slaughter-
ing from the age of six.

David Conroy of Stone Age 
Masonry has been demonstrating 
his trade at the Folklife Festival for 
four years and has been practicing 
masonry for 27 years.  He is famil-
iar with Ferrum College and the 
Blue Ridge Institute.  Conroy and 
his business did the foundation for 
the barn and one of the showcase 
buildings at the Blue Ridge Farm 
Museum.  He was referred to by 
one spectator as “Mr. Flintstone.”  
Conroy said his favorite part of 
bringing his trade to the festival is 
“meeting all the people and keep-
ing stone masonry alive.”  

Gerald Anderson of Ander-
son String Instruments has been 
making guitars and mandolins 
since graduating from Emory and 
Henry College in 1976 and has 
been a part of Folklife since the 
late 1970s.  He was taught to craft 
instruments by Wayne Henderson, 
who accompanied him by perform-
ing and demonstrating.  Anderson 
taught Spencer Strickland how to 
make instruments, and Strickland 
was also crafting and performing 
at the festival.  This is a small scale 
example of how a “folk art” trade 
can be passed through a commu-
nity.

The arts and crafts portion 
of Folklife has been a long time 
favorite of both new and returning 
festival goers.  The more popular 
crafts are tobacco twisting, musical 
instrument making, and butchering.  
“Our event is so much different 
than any other in the mid-Atlan-
tic,” said Vaughn Webb.  “People 
come because they know they are 
going to see crafts they won’t see 
anywhere else.”

"Mr. Flinstone": David Conroy of Stone Age Masonry
Photo by Meagan Hodges
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On September 10, 2010 there 
was a groundbreaking ceremony 
held at Ferrum College to an-
nounce plans to open the Hank 
Norton Center, an athletic center.  
May 5, 2012, is slated to be the of-
ficial opening day of the brand new 
Hank Norton Center.

“This will be a 29,000 square 
foot athletic center which was 
constructed to support and hold 
all athletic teams at Ferrum Col-
lege, along with a training room, 
coaches’ offices, a classroom and 
locker rooms”, said Kim Blair vice 
president for institutional advance-
ment at Ferrum College. 

Hank Norton served as Foot-
ball Coach and Athletic Director 
at Ferrum College.  Norton led 
Ferrum to four National Junior 
College Championships. 

The Hank Norton Center will 
help support student athletes at 
Ferrum.  This will also help recruit 
new athletes, develop competition, 
and instill pride on campus.  This 
current project is estimated to cost 
$5.5 million. 

Many fundraisers have been 
held in order to help finish this 
project.  “Fundraising re-launched 
in October 2011 in order to reach 
the fundraising goal of $1.5 million 
dollars,” Blair explained. 

Some of the fundraisers that 
have been done include meeting 
with Alumni to ask for donations, 
a letter campaign (in which letters 
are sent to former students), phone-
a-thons have also been done to 
meet the fundraising goal.   

Construction for this build-
ing began October 2, 2010 and the 
tentative completion date for this 
center will be May 5, 2012.  

The Hank Nortan Center will 
bring great pride to the Ferrum 
College.  There are many goals that 
are hopefully going to be accom-
plished with this building.  “The 
future for this building is to con-
tinue to see impact on the years to 
come on campus” Blair stated.  “It 
will also install pride for our stu-
dent athletes, student body, faculty, 
administration, and Ferrum Col-
lege Alumni.” 

Hank Norton Center:
From the Ground Up

by Monica Samayoa
Sports Editor

The Study Abroad Program 
is a program that many colleges 
all over the country have in com-
mon, Ferrum College falls into 
that category.  The Study Abroad 
Program at Ferrum College has 
become popular over the years and 
continually strives to give students 
interested in this program an op-
portunity to learn more about the 
world. 

“The Office of International 
Programs has a two-fold program 
at Ferrum College” said Professor 
Sasha Saari, Director of Interna-
tional Programs at Ferrum.  “They 
include providing support and 
guidance to both incoming Interna-
tional Student and for Ferrum stu-
dents who wish to study abroad for 
a summer, a semester, or a year.”

Many students have partici-
pated in the Study Abroad Pro-
gram at Ferrum.  Seniors Caitlin 
Fournier, Vanessa Torres, Vinsetta 

Secret-McDaniel and Chris Miller 
are just a few students who have 
participated in this program.

Past study abroad destinations 
of Ferrum students have included 
Australia, Costa Rica, England, 
Korea, Russia, South America, 
Spain and other destinations 
around the globe.  Students have 
different input on why they decide 
to participate in the Study Abroad 
Program. 

“It allowed me to learn 
Spanish at their center with other 
American students as well as take 
classes at the big University of 
Seville with Spanish students,” se-
nior Caitlin Fournier stated of her 
adventure to Seville, Spain. 

For different programs of 
study, there are different require-
ments that students must fulfill in 
order to participate in the program.

“To qualify for the program 
you have to have a 3.0 in all the 
Spanish courses and have recom-
mendations as well,” Vanessa Tor-
res explained.  She recently partici-
pated in the Study Abroad Program 
to Alicante, Spain. 

While participating in the 
Study Abroad Program overseas 

students learn different topics in 
their major area.

“I learned Spanish grammar, 
Spanish literature, Present Day 
Spanish usage, Teaching English as 
a Foreign Language, and History 
of Spain” said Fournier.  “All my 
classes were taught in Spanish!”

The Study Abroad Program is 
a great opportunity, but it also costs 
a lot of money to participate in the 
program in addition to the travel 
costs. 

“The total cost of my trip was 
worth around a couple thousand 
dollars,” Torres explained about 
her trip this past summer.

Students who have partici-
pated in the Study Abroad program 
have learned different things from 
participating in the specific pro-
gram for the certain country they 
visited.  “The customs, culture 
and traditions are the items that 
I learned while I went to Spain”, 
said Torres.

Individuals who participated 
in the Study Abroad program 
noticed many differences from the 
country that they traveled to versus 
the cultural trends that they are ac-
customed to in the United States. 

“They put a lot of emphasis 
on showing affection for friends 
and family over there,” said 
Fournier.  She further explained 
that, “Everyone greets their friends 
with two kisses on the cheek and 
personal space almost doesn't exist.  
Teenagers and adults are common-
ly seen holding hands with their 
parents and PDA is everywhere.  It 
was shocking at first but I really 
learned to appreciate the beauty of 
it while I was over there.  It made 
me want to come back home and 
start appreciating my loved ones a 
lot more.”

Both Fournier and Torres have 
mentioned that they have a strong 
interest in returning to the coun-
tries that they traveled to.

“Yes! I would love to go back 
to visit my host family and friends 
that I met.  I had the time of my 
life there,” Torres explained. 

Students who are interested in 
participating in the Study Abroad 
Program at Ferrum College can 
contact Professor and Coordinator 
of the International Office Sasha 
Saari. 

by Monica Samayoa
Sports Editor

Study Abroad 
Adventures
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Ferrum Forum compiled by Amber Stoakley

What Are You Going 
To Be For Halloween?

Emily Fitz-James

I’m going to be Robin from Batman and 
Robin.

Shanny Robinson

I’m still deciding whether to get a 
costume or wear a mask.

Tim “LT” Reynolds
I will be Makya Jackson…

Blake Hendrix

I will probably be Batman since he is  my 
favorite super hero.

Shayla Boyd
I don’t know yet

Sophie Doherty
I love dressing up so one day I’m going 
as a zombie and the next is a surprise.

Ja’Niqua Tabb

This Halloween I’m going to go all out 
and be the yellow M&M.

Musa Ghaznavi

I will be the brown Peter Parker. His 
alter ego is Spiderman.

Makya Jackson 

I will be Tim “LT” Reynolds..LOL!
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Student Calendar
Nov 1

Folklife Festival: Music and Entertainment

With an excited range of en-
tertainment the 39th annual Folk 
life festival took place October 
22, 2012.  Families from all over 
attended the event with entertain-
ment being found everywhere 
you looked. 

A big spectacle that hap-
pened at the festival was the 

•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser, Student Leadership 
Office, Wall above Panther‘s Den 
•4pm Hike Campus Trails 
•4pm Pumpkin Carving Contest, 
Franklin Quad 
•7pm Alpha Omega Pledge Meet-
ing Garber 106 
•7pm Grad School Prep Blue 
Ridge Mountain Room 

•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser Student Leadership 
Office, Wall above Panther’s Den 
•10am Ecotourism Adverture 
Based Travel Franklin Atrium 
•3pm Executive-in-Residence, 
Debra C. Meade, President and 
Publisher of The Roanoke Times.                                                                      
Blue Ridge mountain Room
•4pm Pumpkin Carving Contest 
Franklin Quad 
•6pm RHA Meeting, East Basset 
17 
•7pm Grad School Prep Blue 
Ridge Mountain Room 

Nov 2

Nov 3
•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser #1 Student Leader-
ship Office, Wall Above Panther’s 
Den 
•11am Suadanese Marketplace 
Franklin Hall Atrium 
•2pm Sharing Artistic Gifts as 
Advocacy for the Sudanese 
People   Blue Ridge Mountain 
Room
•4pm Pumpkin Carving Contest  
Franklin Quad 

Nov 4
•9am Substance Abuse Interven-
tions- Bill Maher Panther’s Den, 
•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser #1 Student Leadership 
Office, Wall above Panther’s Den 
•10am  Ecotourism Adverture 
Based Travel Franklin Atrium
•4pm Pumpkin Carving Contest  
   Franklin Quad 
•7pm Grad School Prep                           
Blue Ridge Mountain Room 
•8pm Speed Dating/Dating Panel  
Panther’s Den 

Nov 5
•8am Rock Climbing  Pilot 
Mountain 
•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser #1 Student Leadership 
Office, Wall above Panther’s Den
•4pm  Pumpkin Carving Contest  
   Franklin Quad
•7pm Grad School Prep                           
Blue Ridge Mountain Room

Nov 6
9:30am  Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser #1 Student Leadership 
Office, Wall above Panther’s Den
•1pm Ferrum Improv Club Prac-
tice  Flex Theatre
•4pm Pumpkin Carving Contest  
   Franklin Quad

Nov 7
•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser #1 Student Leadership Of-
fice, Wall above Panther’s Den
•4pm 2 on 2 Basketball Tournament  
Basset Field 
•4pm Pumpkin Carving Contest     
Franklin Quad
•4pm Rotaract Club Meeting   
LA 201
•6pm Senate Meeting  Grousbeck 101 
•6pm Talent Show Interest Meeting  
Panther’s Den 
•6pm ZUMBA Fitness Center 
•7pm Grad School Prep                           
Blue Ridge Mountain Room

Nov 8
•9:30am Rotaract Relay for Life 
Fundraiser #1 Student Leadership 
Office, Wall above Panther’s Den
•4pm 2 on 2 Basketball Tourna-
ment Basset Field
•4pm Pumpkin Carving Contest  
   Franklin Quad
•6pm Talent Show Interest Meeting  
Panther’s Den
•7pm Grad School Prep                      
Blue Ridge Mountain Room
•7pm Journey to Planet Earth  Gar-
ber 106

•8pm Relay for Life Meeting  Vir-
ginia Room 
•9pm Ferrum Improv Club Practice  
Flex Theatre 

•6pm Emanuel Jal Concert   
Fitness Center 
•6:30pm English Club Meeting  
Grousbeck 202
•7pm Grad School Prep                         
Blue Ridge Mountain Room 

•7pm Grad School Prep                    
Blue Ridge Mountain Room
•7:30pm Greek Council   
Founders Room 

variety of music being performed 
by regional musicians.  There 
was gospel; blues and old style 
bluegrass picking that captured 
the crowd’s attention.  The string 
arranged band played a marvel-
ous set as families watched.  El-
derly women danced to the string 
instrumentation while clapping 
to the rhythm.  More music took 
over the air as it passed across the 

Ferrum College campus.  Blue Ridge 
gospel stage sang an amazing piece, 
and people sang along as the musi-
cians performed classic church songs. 

Kids enjoyed the festival as a va-
riety of events and games were there 
for them, and animals were a favorite 
among the children, such as turkeys.  
Older adults look to the car show for 
loud motors and others cheered in 
anticipation for the coon dog race.  

Local resident Robin Wuendrlich 
said the festival was a great way to 

bring families together and the 
entertainment was of a large range, 
pulling people in from all over 
state.

“The entertainment is a very 
good variety something for every-
body to enjoy,”Wuendrlich said. 
“There’s something for all ages 
from the older to the young and 
people from all over like Newport 
News are coming to support this 
amazing event taking place.

by Ryan Price
Staff Writer
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